This group composed a chorus which entertained with Christmas 
carols at the general office and warehouse buildings at Lincoln. 
Front row, left to right, Elsie Powell, Ruth Clark, Joy Smith, Gene 
Larson, Mavis Schiebinger, Nora Cline, Esther Michel, Phyllis Stolz, 
Eunice Carlson and Marie Jackson. Back row, Dona Brusnahan, 
W. P. Conn, George Walroth, C. A. Eggerss, Frances Koontz, 
Martha Largent and A. B. Gorman. Absent participants are Ella 
Noble, Richard Grant. Angela Pauley and Herman Studier. 


John Brockmeyer of Auburn, abed with a fracture in a Lin- 
coln hospital, enjoys a chat with Jay Pugsley, Della Wilcox, Clara 
Jones, Joe Hartley and Myrtle Smith. The cameraman tried to blot 
out Hartley’s face with the Christmas bells but didn’t quite get 
the job done. 
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(Above) Representative of many Christmas parties held through- 
out the Company was this pleasant get-together at Wahoo. Clock- 
wise around the table, Anna Scramek, Mae Beaty, Kathryn Miller, 
Jean Bratrsovsky, Ethel Daharsh, Margaret Holka, Emily Hanus, 
Genevieve Johnson, Norma Voecks, Hazel. Hagenbuck,. Ann 
Kraemar, Mae Meduna and Inez Olsen, 


(Right) Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bagley in their cozy Woods Avenue 
home taken during an enjoyable visit with a group of their tele- 
phone friends, 
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HE radiance of the Christmas season with its hearty 

glow of friendships renewed, thoughtful remembrances 
and merry times about the hearth and tinsel bedecked 
tree was reflected also in holiday activities throughout 
our Company. 


Christmas parties in which the time-honored exchange 
of gifts took place were held in many exchanges at which 
“Santa” appeared in a heterogeneous array of costumes 
the descriptions of which would cause even the most faith- 
ful of his adherents to falter in their belief. We are 
sorry that our cameraman could not have been present 
at more of these occasions which we are sure would have 
been well worth commemorating in print. However, 
since he lacked the necessary winged shoes to be practi- 
cally all over the territory at the same time we must be 
satisfied to publish typical scenes as representative of the 
others. 

Highlighting the spirit of the Yuletide in Lincoln 
were the Christmas carols sung by a mixed chorus repre- 
senting various Lincoln departments at both the general 
office building and the group at 21st and L. The chorus 
was composed of fourteen girls and six men in addition 
to the accompaniest, Miss Phyllis Stolz, of the Supply 
Department and was under the capable direction of Mrs. 
Marie Jackson, who also led the group in several numbers 
as the soprano soloist. 


The musical program was composed of several well 
known carols including “Silent Night,” “Oh, Come All 
Ye Faithful,” “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” “The 
First Noel,” and “Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem.” The 
songs were given on December 21 at the general office 
building on the various floors and at the warehouse build- 
ing on the second floor and again in the garage. At the 
latter point the caroling was accompanied by the rum- 
bling of construction and service trucks returning at the 
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end of the day to a nonetheless appreciative audience 
which gathered to hear the music. 


On the day before Christmas the carols were again 
sung at the general office building during the cafeteria 
noon hour and in the service department and switch- 
room. The songsters received enthusiastic applause and 
comments of appreciation at their several appearances 
with a number of folks expressing the thought that this 
should be the beginning of a pleasant custom adding to 
the joys of the holiday season. 


The “old timers” and folks who could not get out to 
enjoy Christmas to the utmost because of sickness or 
accident were not neglected either in the season’s activi- 
ties. The Christmas edition of the Nebraska Pioneer, 
published by the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the In- 
dependent Pioneer Telephone Association, contained a 
list of pensioners, and “shut ins” and suggested that their 
friends remember them with cards or personal visits. 
As a result many of these enjoyed pleasant chats with their 
friends or greetings by way of notes and Christmas cards. 


One group of Pioneers spent the Sunday afternoon 
before Christmas visiting old time friends and ailing fellow 
employees in Lincoln. The visitors included President Joe 
Hartley, Vice-president Jay Pugsley, Myrtle Smith, Della 
Wilcox and Clara Jones. Calls were made upon H. H. 
Wheeler, former construction superintendent, who is suf- 


ELA: 


It is always a pleasure for friends to get together to remi- 
nisce over mutual old time friends and experiences. Jay Pugs- 
ley, left, and Della Wilcox, right, enjoyed a most pleasant visit 
with their friends, Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Fisher. Mr. Fisher recently 
retired from the Lincoln Plant department. 


Arrayed as Old Saint Nick, A. B. Smith put the kiss of death 
on any lingering belief in Santa Claus held by the accounting 
department folks (Bob Ross possibly excepted). This partial view 
of the crowd includes, left to right, Clara Jones, Dorothe Kolb, 
Marie Vidlock, Alvina Miller, Gloria Zier, Mildred McGill, Ginny 
Wiemers and Dorothy Carlson, 


The carolers warm up their vocal chords in one of the practice 
sessions. Guy Seaton, director of personnel, through whose office 
the activity was projected, lends an attentive ear in the back- 
ground, Marie Jackson is directing and Phyllis Stolz is at the 
organ. 


Photograph Courtesy of Nebraska Daily News Press 


This group of Nebraska City traffic girls were all in a dither 
waiting for the cameraman to finish his job so they could get 
to opening their packages. A most enjoyable evening was topped 
off by delicious refreshments of ice cream and cake. Left to right, 
first row, Beverly Genoa, Lorraine Smith and Doris Bray; second 
row, Virginia Richards, Velma Abker, Assistant Chief Miriam 
Haase and Chief Operator Lillian Bader; third row, Juanita Adams, 
Imogene Kircher, Betty Johnson, Betty Balfour, Mary Bartyzelle, 
Maxine Meyers. and Mary Ross. 


fering from a broken hip at Bryan Memorial Hospital; 
John Brockmeyer, Auburn combinationman, who is 
recovering from a fractured heel bone at St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital; and Frank Bagley and E. S. Fisher, who have 
retired on pension from the Accounting and Plant depart- 
ments at Lincoln respectively. All who participated in 
the visits agreed that it was a most enjoyable activity in 
hours well spent. 


RARE BZAFSA 
BRRRBRERSSSSSSESSES 


Twenty more veterans from the rapidly 
diminishing list of employees in service, 
came home from the wars in December to 
sit again in their family circle at Christmas 
Time. With one exception, their military 
career is definitely behind them and they 
are now busily engaged in the necessary 
adjustments toward becoming full-fledged 
civilians once more. The December dis- 
chargees are as follows: 


Pfc. MOREANE I. ALLDRITT, for- 
mer chief operator at David City, was re- 
leased from service in November after 
nearly two and one-half years as a mem- 
ber of the WAC organization. She served 
as telephone operator at Newport, Arkan- 
sas; Freeman Field, Indiana; Napier Field, 
Alabama and Bolling Field, D. C. 
Moreane has resumed her work with our 
Company as desk operator at Hastings. 


Lt. PHILIP GARVEY returned home 
on terminal leave in early December after 
nearly four years of service in the present 
“hitch.” Overseas since January, 1944, 
Phil was in command of a heavy signal 
construction battalion in the campaigns 
of Italy, France and Germany. He had 
been commissioned upon graduation from 
Officers’ Candidate School at Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J., in May, 1943. He worked 
as a combinationman in the Lincoln serv- 
ice department. 


Cpl. GENE W. GEMMELL received 
his call to the service in February, 1943, 
while employed as lineman in the con- 
struction department. He trained for a 
time with the armored forces at Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, later transferring to 
the field artillery. His overseas tour 
dated from October, 1944 until his return 
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By Joe Hartley 


to the States in early August, his foreign 
battlegrounds being in France, Belgium 
and North Germany. 


OTTO F. BUCK EM 2/C, served as 
electrician aboard a floating dry dock in 
the Pacific after graduating from the 
F.D.D. training center at Tiburon, Cali- 
fornia. He had enlisted in June, 1944, 
and by late October was already at sea, 
finding the work and adventure very much 
to his liking. He is from the construction 
department, working out of Hastings. 


RICHARD E. GRANT, PhM 3/C, left 
his work as shopman in the supply depart- 
ment in September, 1943 to receive boot 
training at Farragut, Idaho and in the 
spring of the next year was assigned to 
the U. S. Naval Hospital at San Diego as 
hospital attendant. His rating of Pharma- 
cist Mate came in June, and in September, 
1944 he was sent to the St. Elizabeth Hos- 
pital, in Washington, D. C. where he has 
since been assisting in the care of mental 
cases. Dick returned to his work in the 
repair shop on December 17. 

Capt. ARTHUR W. HOLCOMB, fore- 
man in the construction department also 
resumed his work on December 17. He 
enlisted in March, 1943, and received of- 
ficers’ training at Fort Monmouth before 
entering the Tennessee maneuvers as com- 


manding officer of the 61st Signal Bat- 
talion. Crossing the Atlantic in Decem- 
ber, 1944, Art remained in charge of the 
unit until the war’s end, most of their 
scenes of action being on German soil. 


He received his commission as captain in 
February, 1945. 


M/Set. JACK C. HUDDLESTON, of 
the construction department began his 
military career in January, 1942, and was 
attached to the signal service at various 


he made the crossing to England. The 


(Left), Cpl. Dick Piersol, of the construction 
department, is one of the few employees who 
has seen service in both the east and west. 
Dick was in the European Theater from Jan- 
uary, 1945 until after Germany’s defeat and 
is now in the occupational forces in the 
Pacific. 


(Right), The main participanis in a candle- 
light wedding ceremony in the chancel of the 
First Baptist Church of Lincoln, December 20, 
were Robert E. Wohlberg, FC 3/c and Lois 
Jean Martin. The event being long delayed by 
Bob’s eighteen month's voyage through the 
Western Pacific, from which he has but re- 
cently returned. He is now stationed at Shoe- 
maker, California awaiting discharge. 
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life of a soldier was enough to his liking 
that he reenlisted following his discharge 
on December 3rd. His proposed future 
assignment will find him a wire chief at an 
air field in Germany. Jack is home, at 
present, on ninety-day leave. 


ERNEST E. JOHNSON, an “old- 
timer” of the Lincoln service department 
was an Electricians’ Mate, second-class, 
aboard a floating dry dock in Pacific 
waters. Preliminary training was obtained 
in assignments at Farragut, Idaho; Brem- 
erton, Washington; Tiburon, California; 
Wilmington, North Carolina and Term- 
inal Island, California. He received his 
call to the Navy in January, 1944 and was 
separated on December 7, 1945. 


Cpl. ERVIN H. KLUNDT of the 
Hastings plant department, became a 
soldier in February, 1942, training with 
the 90th infantry division at Camp Barke- 
ley, Texas. He sailed for the Europen 
Theater in March, 1944, and shortly after 
the invasion of the continent, was attached 
to the Military Government section of the 
division. He saw action in France, Luxem- 
bourg, Belgium, Germany and Czecho- 
slovakia and was awarded the bronze star 
for his part in the success of his division. 
He was released in mid-December at 
Fort Leavenworth. 


ROGER L. MOORE reentered the 
Lincoln service department as combina- 
tionman of December 27, following his 
discharge from the Navy at St. Louis, but 
first he returned to Columbus, Georgia, 
where on December 15 he was scheduled to 
be one of the main attractions at a pretty 
church wedding. Roger’s Naval service 


dates from November, 1942 and from his 
station with the Gulf Sea Frontier at 
Miami, Florida he has since covered a siz- 
able portion of the globe as an Aerograph- 
ers’ Mate, which, translated means a 
weather man. 


JOSEPH C. NOSKY was separated 
from the Marine Corps signal service on 
December 7 after three years and three 
months as a “leatherneck,” the scenes of 
his martial activities encompassing the 
great circle of Pacific Islands on the ap- 
proaches to Japan. Until his enlistment 
in September, 1942, Joe worked as a 
switchman in the Lincoln service depart- 
ment. 


T/Sgt. EARL J. SCHEMMERHORN 
of the Wymore plant department was a 
member of the Company unit which was 
activated in mid-December, 1942. Most 
of Earl’s army service was spent in the 
Northland wilds where he was line super- 
intendent in charge of several gangs 
charged with maintenance of about seven 
hundred miles of line in the Yukon Terri- 
tory. Earl is to resume his work in the 
southern district in the fore part of 
January. 


FRANCES E. SMITH, lineman in the 
construction department was discharged 
from service on December 6 after serving 
as our lone representative in the sub- 
marine branch since June, 1943. A story 
and several pictures attesting to his adven- 
tures under the seas appear in the Novem- 
ber, 1945 NEWS. His home town is 
Lincoln. 

Pfc. DONALD D. WREDE comes 
from David City as a groundman in the 
construction department and joined the 
colors in May, 1943. Assigned to the 
army air corps signal service, he trained at 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo.; Sheppard Field, 


Texas and at Camp Pinedale, California, 


September 9, 1945 will stand as 
a memorable day in the life of Lt. 
Col. Giles H. Gere, formerly of the 
Lincoln service department, for 
on that day, at Salsburg, Austria, 
he was presented with the bronze 
star medal by General Mark W. 
Clark, brilliant leader of the 
American Seventh Army, now 
Commanding General of the U.S. 
Forces in Austria. The picture 
was taken during the ceremonies 
and shows Giles being congratu- 


lated by the General just after the presentation. The medal was 
awarded in commendation of his work in moving supplies through 
the Persian Gulf Command to Russia. The accompanying citation 
specified that the award was made “for meritorious achievement in 
the performance of outstanding service” in this endeavor. In an 
accompanying ceremony the General broke the glad news to the 
Major that he had earned his Lt. Colonelcy and bestowed this rank 


upon him. 


mountain combat training, preparatory to 
his shipment, in February, 1944, to the 
Italian Theater. 


S/Sgt. WILLIAM D. QUINN pulled 
on his hobnail shoes in December, 1942 
and began his long march with the 409th 
Infantry at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. 
By dint of hard work and a winning per- 
sonality Bill earned for himself, in the 
course of time, the two stripes of a cor- 
poral, which he wore until one dark night 
when he felt the urge to exchange saluta- 
tions with another jeep driver on a muddy 
road and the party of the second part re- 
vealed himself to be the major. So Private 
Quinn began all over again, and cautiously 
accumulated the ratings up to staff ser- 
geant at war's end. Bill saw as much, or 


At the latter camp he received specialized more, of the hard fighting on the German 

front as any man 
on our Honor Roll, 
and following his 
discharge at Fort 
Lewis, Washington, 
he returned to 
work in the busi- 


(Above) An inveterate camerman, Lt. Dan Smith took hundreds 
of shots during the course of his travels. One of his best prints, 
here shown, was of the battered remnants of the Remagen Bridge, 
where the American troops forced their first foothold on the east 
bank of the Rhine before it was finally destroyed by the Germans. 


(Right) Dan poses in a setiing of French landscape on a captured 
German bicycle. He served through the campaign on the con- 
tinent in command of a signal repair company. 


ness office at Lincoln on December 20, 
1945. 

ROY W. NYDEN saw forty-four 
months of active duty following his enlist- 
ment in the Navy in January, 1942. 
After his boot training at San Diego and 
Diesel course in Chicago, Roy went to sea 
as a crewman on a Sub-chaser, serving 
for more than 11/4 years in Atlantic waters 
until, as a Boatswains-Mate 2/C, he was 
appointed to receive flight training in the 
Naval Air Corps. Subsequent training at 
Colgate University, Fitchburg, Mass., 
Chapel Hill, No. Car., and Pensacola, 
Florida brought him to within two months 
of a commission when he accepted his 
discharge. Formerly a groundman in the 
construction department, he has returned 
to work with the Company as a ware- 
houseman at Lincoln. 


Major RODERICK D. ANDREWS en- 
listed as first lieutenant in the Army Signal 
Corps in June, 1942, and after several as- 
signments in the States, including one at 
the Bell Telephone Laboratories and at the 


(Continued on page 19) 
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More Veterans Return 


to Their Telephone Work 


‘“ 
William R. Behrns Ken Boshart 


Art Holcomb Roger Moore 


HE number of veterans returning 

-to their telephone jobs continues 
to mount as the month of December 
swelled the ranks by the addition of 
thirteen former servicemen and 
women. From V-J Day until the 
close of the year, thirty-one had re- 
sumed their interrupted career, 
which, with the four who had re- 
turned in previous months, brings 
the grand total to thirty-four. 


A most hearty welcome home is 
extended to these fine fellows and 
girls who will again be numbered 
among us. It is to be regretted that 
the details of the commendable serv- 
ices they performed while wearing 
the uniform must be touched so 
briefly in the items which follow and 
under “Service Stars,” on pages 4 
and 5. 

William R. Behrns, groundman in the 
plant department at David City, enlisted 
in the Marine Corps and was called to the 
colors in December, 1942. He trained 
at San Diego and Mojave, California and 
was sent overseas in December, 1943. In 
the spring of 1945 he returned from 


Eugene Burchess Charles Connors 


Lloyd Murphy 


Roy Nyden 


Guam on rotation furlough and was later 
stationed at Cherry Point, North Carolina 
and Columbia, South Carolina. He was 
discharged from service in November and 
returned to his work on December 3. 


Kenneth J. Boshart, of the accounting 
department left in March, 1942 and was 
assigned for training in a hospital corps at 
North Fort Lewis, Washington. In the 
early fall of 1942 he was sent overseas 
where the general hospital was put into 
operation near Sidney, Australia. He re- 
turned to the United States on rotation 
furlough in 1944 and upon making his 
way back to his unit, found that it had 
moved into the Netherlands East Indies. 
By air and boat, Ken chased the outfit for 
thousands of miles through the expanse of 
the South Pacific, finally rejoining it at 
Biak Island. He was released on October 
4, and on December 3 was again plying 
his trade in the accounting department. 


Eugene E. Burchess was called into 
flight training at San Antonio, Texas in 
December, 1942, and was commissioned a 
lieutenant in the Army Air Corps in 
August of the following year. He flew 
in reconnaissance and patrol from Essler 
Field, Louisiana and Palacios, Texas, and 
was placed on terminal leave in early No- 
vember. He returned to his job as 
groundman in the construction depart: 
ment on December 10. 


Richard E. Grant Genevieve Griffin 
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Bill Quinn Norman Zipp 

Charles E. Connors, groundman of the 
construction department began his Naval 
service on the day before Christmas, 
1941, and received boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois. Specializing in fire con- 
trol he was given shipboard assignment as 
a member of the U.S.S. Champlin’s crew, 
serving in Atlantic waters until the end of 
European hostilities when his sub-chaser 
was transferred to the Pacific. He was 
separated on November 1 and was back 
on the job December 5. 


Genevieve M. Griffin was assistant chief 
operator at David City at the time of her 
enlistment in the WACs in May, 1943. 
From Fort Des Moines she was sent to 
March Field, California and in February, 
1944 embarked for overseas. She served 
as telephone operator in Great Britain and 
shortly after the invasion took up resi- 
dence in France as a member of the Ninth 
Air Force Communications. Her separa- 
tion was announced from Fort Des Moines 
on October 21, and she returned to the 
traffic department at Lincoln on Decem- 
ber 12. 


Lloyd A. Murphy was a groundman in 
the construction department until his en- 
rollment in the armed forces in May, 
1942. His training days were spent at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missour1; and Fort Bragg, North Caro- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Christmas Traffic 
Smashes All Records 
MMNHE terrific flood of calls, both lo- 


cal and long distance, handled 
during the Christmas season smashed 
all existing records, even those estab- 
lished during the V-J Day emer- 
cency. Adding to the scramble, as 
well as contributing to its severity, 
was the winter’s heaviest snow fall 
which stranded many would-be holi- 
day travelers and made it difficult 
for the traffic girls to obtain trans- 
portation to work. Fortunately, the 
snow was light and did not cause 
circuit difficulty. A coating of ice 
on circuits to Kansas City on De- 
cember 20 resulted in fifteeen thou- 
sand wire breaks according to 
Charles Peachman, Lincoln wire 
chief, which were repaired before 
Christmas eve, however. 

At Hastings Audry Ransom and 
Margaret Gerloss were stranded all 
night by the storm at the Harvard 
Air Field but they fared well on 
Christmas when the army invited 
them in for a delicious turkey feast. 
W. F. Combs and T. S. Burr chauf- 
feured groups of operators to and 
from work in a construction truck 
running up a total of over 200 miles. 
The total of long distance calls both 
offered and completed topped all 
standing records, according to Chief 
Operator Melba Richards. 

Berniece Smith, Lincoln’s chief 
operator, reported a similar situa- 
tion with new records being reached 
both for Christmas calls and all time 
peaks. The transportation situation 
here was likewise critical and C. C. 
Donley, general traffic superintend- 
ent, donned his four buckle over- 
shoes and braved snow drifts in driv- 
ing Lincoln operators to their posts. 

Both the unprecedented surge of 
calls and the storm difficulties were 
general according to reports from 
chief operators throughout our ex- 
changes. Fairbury’s new chief op- 
erator, Lela Watson, went to her 
home at Waco for the week end and 
couldn’t get back for Christmas and 
Maude Willey at Beatrice was laid 
low with the flu and missed the fun. 
The assistant chief operator, Wilma 
Grupe, took over the controls in her 


stead. Mrs. Pflughaupt at York and 


First Wirephoto Received In 


ICTURED below is a reproduction 

of the first wirephoto to be received 
over press wires in Lincoln. It was 
received at the office of the Lincoln 
Journal on November 30 at 10:15 
A. M. over equipment installed by the 
Associated Press. L. G. Saunders, 
assistant wire chief, and R. L. Clinton, 
combinationman, assisted in complet- 
ing the installation by placing the 
necessary telephone circuits to con- 
nect with the wirephoto equipment. 

The scene is the royal palace at 


Lincoln 


L. G. Saunders and R. L. Clinton inspect 
the wirephoto equipment following the in- 
stallation. 


Bucharest, Roumania and depicts a demonstration in the royal square. The 
picture was sent by radio from Bucharest and thence by wirephoto from New 
York to cities throughout the United States. The first print was a test trans- 
mission, the black lines being caused by a telephone operator somewhere along 
the line breaking in on the circuit to monitor, not realizing that it was being 


used for wirephoto purposes. 


The addition of this equipment is another step forward in Lincoln’s 
splendid newspaper services which will bring added enjoyment and up to the 
minute news in picture form to capital city readers. 

Mrs. W. W. “Bud” Eden, whose husband is on military leave of absence 
from the Engineering Department, was present when the picture was re- 
ceived and made the print which she presented to Mr. Saunders. 


Miss Bader of Nebraska City com- 
pare the appearance of their boards 
with neon lights with so many calls 
coming through that toll calls were 
recorded in many instances for later 
completion. 


The picture of the job done by 
the traffic folks at all points is splen- 
did. Many braved the snow on foot 
to report for work and their coop- 
erative spirit and efficiency under 
the strain of extra hours and trying 
conditions is no less than inspiring. 
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Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the. Employees Mutual Benefit 
Association during the month of De- 
cember, 1945. 

Primary members: William E. 
Cummings, Plant Department, Has- 
tings, $30.00. 

Dependents: Robert Rauch, Lin- 
coln, $36.75; Mrs. C. G. Riedel, Lin- 
coln, $164.25; Mrs. C. S. Nevin, Lin- 
coln, $167.25; Mrs. R. R. Rauch, 
Lincoln, $18.75. 


Frank Walter Retires 
NNOUNCEMENT has been 
made of the retirement, on pen- 
sion, of Frank W. Walter, veteran 
combinationman at Beatrice, effec- 
tive December 
31, 1945. His has 
been a most un- 
usual experience, 
as the entire 
period of time he 
spent in the tele- 
phone business 
has been as 2 
combinationman 
in the Gage 
County metropo- 
lis. The memory of many a resident 
of the town cannot reach back to the 
time when Frank was not a familiar 
figure, synonymous with the tele- 
phone in their home and with its 
troubles and repairs. 


Frank W. Walter 


Frank began his telephone career 
with the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany at Beatrice in August, 1911, 
joining the Lincoln Company upon 
the purchase of the Bell plant in 
February, 1912. Tracing the changes 
which have come to pass in the life 
of a combinationman Frank said, “I 
started out on foot, walking and 
carrying my tools and equipment, 
then the Company got a horse and 
buggy for me, then a bicycle, a mo- 
torcycle, a Model-T Ford, a Model-A 
Ford and lastly a Chevrolet truck.” 

Frank was firm in his demand that 
no fuss or fan-fare in the way of a 
party be made upon his retirement. 
However, at a gathering of the boys 
in the basement of the Beatrice 
building on the eve of his departure 
he was presented with a ring by his 
fellow workmen and with a certifi- 
cate, from the Company, in recogni- 
tion and appreciation of his many 
years to the credit of the telephone 
industry. 

In November, 1918; the week be- 
fore the ending of World War I, a 


pole fell while Frank was working: 


on it, resulting in a badly shattered 
leg and in seven months of enforced 
hospitalization. This constituted the 
only appreciable length of time when 
he was not in full vigor and on the 
job through the course of more than 
thirty-three years, The accident left 


Frank with a pronounced limp but in 
no way impaired his ability to do a 
bit more than was to be expected in 
the performance of his day’s work. 
Mr. Walter has laid no definite 
plans for the future and will be con- 
tent, for the time being, in enjoying 
a well-earned rest at his home at 213 
South LaSelle Street, Beatrice. 


Just Hearsay 
ae say that George Mehuron, 


York’s hardy wire chief, was 
deeply. irked to see all the publicity 
being given to our new grandfathers 
Letellier, Lant and Agee in the De- 
cember News. George had just re- 
ceived a telegram informing him that 
he was a great-grandpappy, for the 
second time, and he is wondering 
what more could be expected of him 
to get his name into print. 

There’s a story concerning a re- 
cent escapade of John McKinzie and 
F. E. Behm which can be enjoyed so 
long as the plant superintendent isn’t 
close by. On one of the late lamented 
slippery, slushy days Mac and F. E. 
were driving the hills in the neigh- 
borhood of Louisville and in ascend- 
ing one of the steeper Alps, got off 
the beaten path and became mired in 
at the side of the road. A few tenta- 
tive lunges toward the crest of the 
hill only made matters worse, so F. 
E. climbed out, flexed his famous 
muscles and set the car and McKinzie 
back in the ruts without ruffling a 
hair. Finding himself again pointed 
in the right direction, Mac became 
obsessed with the one idea of get- 
ting to the brow of the hill, so he 
‘cave her the gun” and fought his 
way up, throwing mud in all direc- 
tions but mostly upon the figure with 
the waving arms and hoarse shouts 
which came sloshing up behind. 

This doesn’t sound a bit like our 
loveable and inoffensive friend, 
Claude Walker, but then, maybe his 
jaunt to the west gave him some new 
and startling characteristics. But the 
source of our information is unim- 
peachable, as all sources are, if the 
story is any good. It seems that 
when Claude moved back to Lincoln 
he found it necessary to borrow tele- 
phone service for some length of 
time, and one night made his way to 
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the home of an old telephone friend 
to mooch a call or two. During the 
handshake, Claude spied two cigars 
protruding from his victim’s vest 
pocket, so he borrowed one of them, 
too, — and a match, which after a 
careful survey of his surroundings, 
he proceeded to scratch on the pillar 
of the freshly painted porch. 

The recent cold snap brought out 
some ingenious methods of keeping 
warm. At Seward, one of the opera- 
tors had just put in her four hour 
shift garbed in the traditional skirt, 
but at lunch time was seen to go 
into the lounge and roll down the 
legs of her slacks, which had been 
very neatly folded out of sight while 
at work. There is a rumor that Miss 
Seymour has a new and sure-fire in- 
vention for subduing the winter 
gusts and gales but so far our in- 
quiries into her method have been to 
no avail. 


First Call For Use 


Of The New Blood Record 
A? WE go to press we learn of the 
first call for donation of blood in 
connection with the blood type rec- 
ord established the first part of Janu- 
ary by employees at Lincoln. Mrs. 
C. C. Perryman suffered an ailment 
which required a transfusion and the 
blood type record provided an im- 
mediate and reliable answer. Several 
employees were found to have the 
necessary blood type among whom 
was, appropriately enough, the man 
behind the whole idea, Guy O. 
Seaton. Guy accordingly provided 
the blood, Mrs. Perryman is getting 
along nicely and everything worked 
out fine. All of which proves two 
points: First, that the idea is to our 
way of thinking very good and 
should prove to be most helpful and, 
second, something that many of us 
have been wondering about for years 
which is that Seaton really has blood. 
Incidentally, as we have indicated 
before, the services of the record are 
available to all employees and mem- 
bers of their immediate families. 


The U. S. Patent Office issued less 
than 25,000 patents in 1945, the low- 
est figure for the United States since 
1899, 


Just Call Him 


Sherlock Holmes 
Th Floyd Barnett, night garage me- 
chanic, recently came the oppor- 
tunity to perform a service which 
gladdened the hearts of a Naval 
lieutenant and his family, and per- 
haps bolstered up their faith in their 
fellowmen. On his way from work 
to his home in Hickman, one morn- 
ing in late November, Mr. Barnett 
saw an object lying at the roadside 
on the highway south of College 
View, and stopped his car to in- 
vestigate. It proved to be a lady’s 
handbag which. contained, among 
other items, a Swiss wrist watch, a 
bracelet, fountain pen, several pair 
of gloves and upward of seventy 
dollars in currency and cash. 
A clue as to the identity of the 


-owner was established through a 


driver’s license and a pass card for 
the Naval Ammunition Depot, and 
with the aid of Harry Smith, motor 


vehicle supervisor, Mr. Barnett was ~ 


able to return the handbag to the 
wife of the lieutenant, who now re- 
sides in St. Louis. 

Mr. Barnett recently received a 
letter from this lady who naturally 
was overjoyed at the return of her 
valuable property. She was profuse 
in her thanks and commendations 


for his efforts in her behalf. 


Library Additions 
IX new books have been added to 
the employees library, located in 
Room 219 of the Main Office Build- 
ing. These books include three fic- 
tions books, one book of poems, and 
two non-fiction books. 

“So Well Remembered” by James 
Hilton, “If This Be Treason,” by 
Margaret Echard and “The Case of 
the Dowager’s Etchings,” by Rufus 
King comprise the fiction books. Mr. 
Agee has donated the book, “Poems 
By Nebraska Poets,” by Frederick 
Blaine Humphrey and Mr. John S. 
Reed has donated the books, “Radio 
Handbook” and Fundamentals of 
Radio,” by F. E. Terman. 

All employees are cordially invited 
to visit the library at any time and 
check out any books in which they 
may be interested. 


Recent Suggestion W inners 


R. C. Boling 


Howard Spahnle 


D. R. Culbertson 


ko weeks have brought in additional suggestions from the folks on 

the job for changes or new practices which from their experience they 
deem to be worthwhile in promoting the welfare and advancement of the 
Company and its personnel. The plan in general has worked out splendidly 
with a response that is definitely indicative of an interest in Company opera- 
tions and a well founded knowledge of the job on the part of the employees. 
Additional awards were made during the period preceding publication to 
Howard Spahnle of the Lincoln Business Office; D. R. Culbertson, York 
combinationman who thus qualifies as the first to win two awards under the 
new plan; and R. C. Boling of the Construction Department. 


The committee will appreciate an opportunity to review any suggestions 
that you may wish to submit. Suggestion blanks for writing up your thoughts 


may be obtained from your supervisor. 


Address them to Chairman, Sug: 


gestion Committee at Lincoln. For those who find writing a chore (and who 
doesn’t) we might add that fancy words and phrases don’t count for a thing. 
Just a plain, concise statement of what you have in mind does the best job. 


Ed Dulin On The Mend 
fies familiar figure of Ed Dulin 

of the Lincoln main switchroom 
has been seen around the general of- 
fice building more often lately which 
is indicative of the welcome news 
that our friend is recovering favor- 
ably from his recent misfortune. Ed 
had the bad luck to be one of the 
victims of the current wave of auto- 
mobile accidents and has been laid 
up at the hospital and at home since 
last September as the result of frac- 
tures received in the crash. He drops 
in Once or twice a week now getting 
around on his own power without 
the aid of a crutch or cane and feels 
quite normal except that his right 
arm cannot be lifted above shoulder 
height. The doctor says another six 
or eight weeks should do the job and 
in the mean time we will try to save 
him a place at the morning coffee 
table in the cafeteria. 
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Duane Swanson Elected 
NARUC Vice President 


\' R. DUANE T. SWANSON of 
the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission was elected First Vice 
President of the National Associa- 
tion of Railroad and Utilities Com- 
missioners at its 57th annual conven- 
tion held December 4-7 at Miami 
Beach, Florida. Mr. John D. Biggs, 
Chairman of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission was re-elected president. 
The convention adopted a resolu- 
tion favoring the control by State 
Associations over Federal loans for 
the purchase, sale, construction, op- 
eration or enlargement of any tele- 
phone line or system, holding that 
primary jurisdiction over such mat- 
ters rested with State Associations. 


The Civilian Production Adminivtra- 
tion in a recent order releasing restrictions 
upon the manufacture of ladies’ night 
gowns lists the item under the heading of 
“Non-essentials.”” 


Confessions 
of aVicious Dog 


be 


- + & wherein he tells 
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Why Plant Men Are Bitten 


SENT oc" ™~ a 


a lars main trouble is that most peo- 

ple simply don’t understand me. 
You forget I’ve personality .. . an 
instinct. I think it will be helpful if 
I tell you, first hand, what kind of 
people I bite and why. 


People are either my friends or my 
enemies; in a dog’s life there are no 
neutrals. . 

You cannot disguise your feelings, 
and dog haters cannot pretend-to be 
my friends. When people don’t like 
me, they should realize their effect 
on me and keep their distance. It’sa 
cinch they ought not go out of their 
way to pet me or play with me. 
That’s just stickin’ out their chins 
and askin’ for trouble. 


I don’t think I'd ever have to bite 
any dog lovers if you'd just learn to 
be a little more considerate. Some 
think that just ‘cause I love you, I'll 
always be a harmless understanding 
mutt. 

Well, it’s true [ve a lot better 
disposition than most people, but 
don’t carry it too far. 

Take, for instance, the sanctity of 
the home... protection of the home 
is my job and I try to do a good job. 

Here you come into my yard, onto 
my porch and right into my house 
and don't give me any attention. 
Likely as not you will pay me no 
heed until it’s too late and I’ve 
gotcha’ by the pants. 


I have my off days, too, I'll ad- 
mit it, but you come in and pound 
the floors, climb ladders and string 
wire around the place like a mad- 
man. Some things you do irritate 
me and, before you know it, I’ve got 
you. Being sorry doesn’t help and I 
catch the d—-———- from my master 
and you have your pants to mend. 

Whenever you come to my place, 


go right to the front door and tell 
the people what you want to do. Ask 
them about me if I’m not around. 
Suggest that you have me tied or 
confined so I can’t bother you while 
you work. It may sound silly, but 
I do have those impulses and, though 
you're O. K., I may nip you just for 
luck. 

Explain to my master in a nice way 
and I’m sure he'll keep me out of 
your way. 

Of course, people aren't always 
around so we ought to get together 
and find out what to do to keep us 
out of trouble. 

Try to see me first and you can 
prepare yourself for the meeting. 
When I challenge you, whatever you 
do, don’t run, stay right where you 
are! Look me straight in the eye 
and wait for me to stop. I will stop, 
if you hold your ground. 

When I’ve stopped, if I still look 
belligerent, stand where you are and 
face me until I go away.... 

If I decide I'd like to know you 
better and come closer, put out your 
open, empty hand slow and easy for 
me to smell. 

You are the master in all such 
meetings and if you do your part 
we'll get along all right and no 
feudin’, so let’s all be friends. But, 
keep your eye on me! 

If I should nip you the only dan- 
ger from a healthy dog is infection, 
not from me but from your skin 
and clothes. Most of us don’t have 
rabies, but since there is a possibility 
play it safe. See your doctor right 
away. Your boss can make arrange- 
ments to have me checked and con- 
fined. 

Let’s get acquainted and play it 
safe, thus avoiding accidents. 


(Courtesy Southern Telephone News) 
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Hebron Area And 
Inside Service Are 


Victory Loan Winners 
LATE announcement as we close 
another issue proclaims Hebron 

Area under the leadership of Ernie 

Wellman as winner of the Victory 

Loan inter-area competition thus cs- 

tablishing for themselves the envi- 

able honor of being the only area to 
record a repeat performance. Their 

impressive figure of $4,990 for 521% 

of quota was too much for their com- 

petitors although Sutton and Seward 
gave them a run for their money as 
second and third place holders. 

Winner among Lincoln depart- 
ments with a splendid effort which 
brought in $9,693.75 for 267% of 
quota was the hard working Inside 
Service team under the co-captaincy 
of George Mann and Alex Geist. 
Also over the 200 mark were the 
Treasurers and Engineers who fol- 
lowed in respective order. 

Western district took top honors 
with 128% of quota among the dis- 
tricts and the total Company effort 
added up to the magnificent achieve- 
ment of $106,086.75 for 174% of the 
quota for the Company which was 
set by the U. S. Treasury Dept. 

The results as a whole were very 
fine and all who participated are to 
be congratulated for a job well done 
in a most urgent and worthy cause. 
Arrangements are under way for 
parties to be given the two winners 
in recognition of their endeavors. 


Lincoln Cashiers Cashing 


Employees’ Payroll Checks 
A RECENT idea turned in through 

our Employees’ Suggestion Plan 
resulted in the adoption of a more 
convenient arrangement for cashing 
employees’ payroll checks in Lincoln. 
Formerly, because of the deposit pro- 
cedure it was not always possible to 
handle these checks when presented 
for payment because of the necessity 
of maintaining sufficient change and 
funds for handling subscribers’ pay- 
ments. Arrangements have now 
been made, however, which will 
make this possible on pay days for 
employees who wish to cash their 
payroll checks. 
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Employees’ Benefit 
Plan Amended 

EVERAL amendments and addi- 

tions applying to the scope and 

operation of the Employees’ Benefit 
Plan have been made effective Janu- 
ary 1 according to an announcement 
by the Employees’ Benefit Commit- 
tee. The revisions, which benefit 
those now on pension as well as fu- 
ture pensioners and employees on the 
active payroll, provide for a more 
liberal and flexible schedule for Dis- 
ability and Death Benefits, increase 
in the minimum pension, as well as 
clarifications and liberalizations of 
other provisions. 

A booklet setting forth in detail 
the provisions of the amended plan 
and containing an explanation of the 
revisions involved is being prepared 
and will be distributed to all active 
and pensioned employees. 

Of immediate interest to those 
now on pension was the increase in 
the minimum pension rate from 
$30.00 to $50.00 per month effective 
January 1. This increase applies to 
full time employees having twenty or 
more years of service at the time 
of retirement. Pension rates in ex- 
cess of $50.00 will remain un- 
changed. 

An important amendment has to 
do with death benefits payable to 
certain beneficiaries of employees re- 
tired on pension, for example, a wife 
or minor child. The amount of such 
benefit will equal the final annual 
salary if death occurs during the first 
year following retirement. This 
amount will be reduced by 10% for 
each year the pensioned employee 
lives following retirement with a 
minimum benefit provided of one 
year’s pension. Authority for de- 
termining the need of individual 
cases continues to be vested in the 
Committee which may, at its discre- 
tion, augment these benefits to meet 
circumstantial requirements. Former- 
ly the need in each case was the fac- 
tor determining the amount of bene- 
fit with definite amounts not being 
stipulated. 

Other advantages gained under 
the new plan include: (1) A perma- 
nent disability pension for those 
with 15 or more years of service as 


Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit Ass’n 


Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 


December 16, 1942 to December 15, 1945 


RECEIPTS 


Membership Fees ........-...--2.2-0-2--+- 
Interest earned on reserve fund...... 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Hospital and Surgical Benefits 


Elospital 1 OGMs 22. ese 
Laboratory and dressings.......... 
MO neriuaec toon, otc 
PATIQCSINCUICs cee hn 


DTA aol) ui a peste Pca 
ABULAN Cee cee no 
TPPAISEUSIONIS | ac bene ceca cs 
OiMiple EP rACuUbes ccc: hacelaatenicens 


Printing, postage and other office expense............ $ 206.26 


INet balances 2 hcn ee eee 


Set aside for reserve fund................ 
Interest earned on reserve fund 


Unippropiiated: funds 22.2. 


BER AUR Sonor $ 1,606.15 


wae ewe meee eee wees eescccs 


ee er 


Rohe Aa el $16,061.50 


35.14 $16,096.64 


sSNA ore $ 4,852.00 
BE Pane me ect 467.56 
RR ete ae Pee 630.79 
Sa Oe: 532.87 
tend Aa aan eed 5,609.13 
L Scesebs eee alae 115.50 
see Socata 81.25 
oy oat eae ee 35.00 
Meena 10.00 


$12,334.10 
$12,540.36 


35.14 $ 1,641.29 


$ 1,914.99 


The Association paid 67 claims during the fiscal year of 1945. Of this 
number, 24 were dependent claims. The total money paid out in claims was 
$4,142.10. Of this amount, $1,444.55 was dependent benefits and $2,697.55 
for members. The average claim for dependents was $60.10 as compared to 
$62.73 for members. Income from primary membership dues was $4,726.00 
and from dependent memberships $1,669.50. 


Note: The Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit Association is not related to and has 
no connection with the Employees’ Benefit Plan referred to in the other article on this 
page. The two articles appear on the same page merely by coincidence. 


long as the employee is prevented 
by total disability from resuming 
work following expiration of sick- 
ness disability. The element of fi- 
nancial need is no longer a factor. 
(2) Three years pay, not to exceed 
$10,000 as the maximum benefit 
which may be paid to dependents of 
an employee who died from an acci- 
dent on the job. The former maxi- 
mum was $5,000. (3) Military pen- 
sions payable to employees will not 
be deductible from pensions received 
under the Emplo:zes’ Benefit Plan. 
(4) Following expiration of full-pay 
benefits as provided by the Plan for 
employees injured on the job, half- 
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pay benefits will be paid without 
time limit as long as the period of 
total disability continues. This 
eliminates the former $20.00 limit 
after six years of total disability. 

The fundamental purpose of the 
Benefit Plan has always been to help 
employees and their families meet 
the needs associated with sickness, 
accident, old age and death. The 
amendments make a good plan bet- 
ter by enlarging and liberalizing its 
provisions thus furthering its pur- 
poses and objectives. It is hoped that 
employees will familiarize themselves 
with the Plan following publication 
of the revised edition. 
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How About a 


Classified Column? 


O YOU have anything you would 
like to buy, sell or trade? Or 
maybe you are in the market for 
something somebody else might want 
to dispose of. If so, you probably 
would be interested in a column in 
the “News” listing such information. 
At any rate, we have had sugges- 
tions for such a feature from time to 
time and now believe we are in a 
position to offer it inasmuch as news 
concerning war activities and “Serv- 
ice Stars” soon will be diminishing 
making additional space available. 
Here is the proposal: The feature 
would be conducted without charge 
for active or pensioned employees 
with each advertisement limited to 
fifty words. The employees name 
and exchanze should be included as 
well as the telephone number and 
address if desired. Copy for ads to 
he inserted must be received in writ- 
ing by the editor by the twenty-fifth 
of the month preceding the ensuing 
issue. The “News” would accept no 
responsibility for any statements 


made in advertisements and would 
reserve the right to edit the copy and 
limit the number of insertions to 
meet space requirements. 

Suggested headings for ads are 
“Miscellaneous for Sale,” ‘Real 
Estate for Rent,” “Real Estate for 
Sale,” “Wanted,” “Exchange or 
Trade,” and “Miscellaneous.” Ad- 
dress your copy or inquiries to The 
Lincoln Telephone News, Room 200, 
1342 M, Lincoln 1, Nebraska. 


Another Volume of the 


News Goes to the Bindery 

NOTHER volume of the 

“News” is on its way to the 
bindery to take its place with those 
which extend back to January, 1915 
when Volume 1, Number 1 was pub- 
lished. The format of the first issue 
was likewise in magazine form and 


succeeding volumes until the Febru-. 


ary, 1934, issue followed this pattern. 
In this year the famous newspaper 
style was adopted which continued 
to April, 1944. 

The publication of the December, 
1945, issue marked the twentieth 
issue to be published in magazine 
format since the beginning of the 


current series in May, 1944, and 


these will constitute the next volume. 
This procedure will depart some- 
what from the former custom of 
binding each year’s issues into one 
volume, however, for reasons of ap- 
pearance and convenience it was 
decided to accumulate two year’s 
copies hereafter. 

Employees and company pension- 
ers are invited to participate in this 
binding if they have saved their 
copies for the past twenty months. 
A considerable saving in cost, which 
will be passed along in its entirety 
to employees and pensioners, will 
thus be made possible because of the 
number of orders. Binding will be in 
attractive maroon buckram material 
with appropriate imprinting in gold 
letters. The individual’s name may 
also be imprinted if desired. 

Complete details and explanation 
of the necessary procedure are in- 
cluded in the loose insert contained 
in this issue. Those interested are re- 
quested to act promptly in order to 
facilitate arrangements. 
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Family Service Album 


Discontinued 
Pesce you noted that the last 
edition of the “News” did not 
carry the feature concerning the mili- 
tary experiences of family members 
of our employees called “Family 
Service Album.” The © original 
thought for this feature was to pub- 
lish the material in one or two issues 
as the mair. feature story. The wealth 
of photographs and material re- 
ceived, however, made it possible to 
continue the idea through several 
issues until the end of the war out- 
dated our information. 

We are happy to learn from visit- 
ing with people throughout the ter- 
ritory that most families are now re- 
united and adjusting their lives to a 
more normal basis. We will continue 
from time to time to publish informa- 
tion concerning those still in service 
which may come to our attention. 


Give the Other 


Guy a Break 


VW E RECENTLY overheard a 
group of reputable L. T. and T. 
citizens discussing the parking situa- 
tion around the general office build- 
ing. From the drift of conversation 
we gathered that the chronic “all 
day parkers” were not exactly being 
nominated as candidates for popu- 
larity contests. 

We don’t wish to be thought of as 
promoters for the “Uplift of Strug- 
gling Humanity” or as champions of 
the “Poor and Downtrodden.” In 
fact, on occasion, we have been 
guilty of leaving the old flivver in 
front of the building too long our- 
selves. However, maybe there is a 
point here to consider. If you're in 
the mood for New Years resolutions 
and happen to be one of the alleged 
offenders this may be an idea. Give 
the other guy who may be looking 
for a parking space a break and in- 
hale the brisk morning air for a 
block or two before settling down to 
the day’s tasks. 

American telephone operators 
working at Jap switchboards have 
quickly learned the Jap equivalent 
for “hello,” which is “mush-mushi.” 


Nave Hess TD Beas 


ORMAN 

ZIPP of the 
Construction De- 
partment and 
Ruth Rogge of 
Lincoln were 
united in mar- 
riage November 
19 at Marysville, 
Kansas. Norman 
recently returned from military duty 
in the Pacific and has just returned 
to work from military leave of ab- 
sence. 


The marriage of Roger L. Moore 
of the Lincoln Service Department 
and Christine Stewart was solem- 
nized December 15 in the Baptist 
Church of Columbus, Georgia. Roger 
was discharged from the Navy on 
November 10 and recently returned 
from military leave. The couple will 
reside in Lincoln. 


Grace Harrison, evening chief op- 
erator at Osceola, was united in mar- 
riage December 19 to S 2/c Kent 
White of Shelby. The ceremony was 
performed by Rev. Henderson at the 
Methodist Church parsonage in 
Osceola. Mrs. White has resigned 
her position and the couple will re- 
side in Philadelphia where the groom 
is stationed. S 2/c White has re- 
cently returned from service in the 
Pacific. 

Norma Roeder of the Lincoln 
Service Department and George L. 
Burt of the Construction Depart- 
ment were united in marriage De- 
cember 15 at Madison, Nebraska. 
Mrs. Burt is continuing her work 
and the couple are residing in Lin- 
coln. 

Bob Wohlberg, on military leave 
from the Supply Department and 
Lois Jean Martin of Lincoln were 
united in marriage December 20 
at the First Baptist Church in Lin- 
coln. Rev. Lewis H. Hale performed 
the ceremony. Bob has just returned 
from 18 months duty in the Pacific 
and is now stationed at Camp Shoe- 
maker, California. Mrs. Wohlberg is 
making her home with her parents 
in Lincoln, 


PROMOTIONS, TRANSFERS 


Eleanor E. Buller 


TITLE CHANGES 


Lela Watson 


Ys 


Pernal Moore 


Instructor, Chief Operator, Instructor, 
York Fairbury Beatrice 
Accounting Nyden, Roy W., returned from military 


Boshart, Ken, returned from: military serv- 
ice to advance clerk, Lincoln. 


Commercial 


Quinn, William D., returned from military 
service to commercial representative, 
Lincoln. 


Plant 


Behrns, William, returned from military 
service to groundman, service depart- 
ment, David City. 

Burchess, Eugene, returned from military 
service to groundman, construction de- 
partment. 

Connors, Charles, returned from military 
service to groundman, construction de- 
partment. 

Grant, Richard, returned from military 
service to shopman, supply department, 
Lincoln. 

Grant, Welton F., combinationman, Bea- 
trice to tool repairman, supply depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

Holcomb, A. W., returned from military 
service to construction foreman, general 
plant department. 

Moore, Roger L., returned from military 
service to combinationman, service de- 
partment, Lincoln. 

Murphy, Lloyd, returned from military 
service to groundman, construction de- 
partment. 


service to warehouseman, supply de- 
partment, Lincoln. 

Zipp, Norman, returned from military 
service to lineman, construction depart- 
ment. 


Traffic 


Alldritt, Moreane I., returned from mili- 
tary service to Desk Operator, Hastings. 

Bishop, Bernice, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Fairbury. 

Boyle, Marion, A€&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, York. 

Buller, Eleanor E., A€&L operator to In- 
structor, York. 

Cox, Millie, A operator to A&L operator, 
Fairbury. 

Genoa, Beverly, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Nebraska City. 

Griffin, Genevieve, returned from military 
service to L operator, Lincoln. 

Moore, Pernal, A€&L operator to instruc 
tor, Beatrice. 

Moyer, Betty, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Nebraska City. 

Schenk, Ricka G., A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Fairbury. 

Strohm, Carol, Student to NA&L opera- 
tor, Table Rock. 

Watson, Lela, Assistant Chief operator, 
York, to chief operator, Fairbury. 

White, Berniece, A€&L operator to NA&L 


operator Harvard. 


Miss Irene Halvorsen, formerly of 
the Lincoln Traffic Department, and 
Alvin H. Petersen of Cook were 
united in marriage December 16 in 
the Methodist Church of Syracuse, 
Nebraska. Rev. D. J. Sampson pre- 
formed the double ring ceremony. 
Mr. Peterson has recently received 
his discharge from the army, where 
he served 23 months in the European 
Theatre. 

Gerry Amend of the Lincoln Ac- 
counting Department was married on 
December 1 to David Superfine of 
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Chicago. After the ceremony, which 
took place in Chicago, the couple 
left for a trip to Miami, Florida. The 
groom has recently returned from 
serving with the army overseas. Mrs. 
Superfine has resigned her position 
and the couple will reside in Chicago. 


Vern Campbell: “Well, my boy, 
what do you think of my game by 
now?” 

Caddy: “I guess it’s all right. But 
I still prefer golf.” 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARLE 


H. B. Gore Ica Westley 
Lincoln Shelby 
40 Years 39 Years 


Forty Years 
H. B. Gore, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
J. C. Miller, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Anna Aden, Wilber. 


Thirty-One Years 
W. H. Ames, H. H. Wheeler, fae 
Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Clyde Burge, Beatrice: Ica Westley, 
Shelby. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
D. C. Travis, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Harriet Wynn, Plattsmouth. 


Twenty-Six Years 
R. C. Parsons, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Lizzie Cressman, Jansen. 


Twenty-Three Years 
_ Thad C. Cone, Military Leave: A. M. 
Geist, Lincoln; Agnes Gustafson, Osceola: 
Golda Thompson, Tecumseh. 


Twenty-Two Years| 
John H. Agee, Lincoln: Edith Schlciger, 
Sutton. 


Twenty-One Years 
Aletha Davison, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Asa B. Waters, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
George D. Brock, Wilber: | ne 
Mankamyer, Sutton: Hattie Staley, Lin- 
coln; Hattie Wilcox, Burchard. 


Fighteen Years 
Lillian Baker, Bernice Smith, Lincoln: 
M. A. Birdsley, Auburn; Ardena Pearson, 
John Spady, Hastings. 
Seventeen Years 
M. W. Franklin, Kathryn Rood, R. T. 
Ross, Lincoln; F. W. Morris, Military 
Leave. 
Sixteen Years 


C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Jr., Lincoln. 


Clyde Burge Lizzie Cressman 
Beatrice Jansen 
30 Years 25 Years 


B. I. Noble Elizabeth Epp 
Military Leave Fairbury 
15 Years 15 Years 


Fifteen Years 
Elizabeth Epp, Fairbury; B. I. Noble, 
Military Leave; Jacob Schneider, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 


Mary Bornemeier, Louisville. 


Eight Years 
Grace Hewit, Dunbar. 


Seven Years 
Alma Herzog, Hastings; Genevieve 
Johnson, Wahoo. 


Six Years 


Mildred Brobst, Benedict; Irene Combs, 


Betty Hager, Hastings; Elizabeth Edwards, 
Plattsmouth. 


Five Years 
R. R. Schouborg, Military Leave. 


Blessed Events 


3 R. and Mrs. 

Cd) . . 
Lei dU Jack Billings 
eee |) eee are the proud 


| parents of a baby 

| boy, Jack Jr., 

ey born December 

Diy 6 15 in England. 
idee ’ = 

ZB SA J Jack is a member 

: age iyi of the Construc- 

SMe tion Department. 
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J acob Schneider 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Asa B. Waters 


20 Years 15 Years 


JOURNEY’S END 


MR. WILLIAM HANSON, father 
of Mrs. Mildred McGill, of the 
Lincoln Accounting Department, 
died December 8. Funeral services 
were held at Davey Nazareth Lu- 
theran Church December 11. 


MRS. LYDIA ARTZ, mother of 
Guy Artz of the Construction De- 
partment, died December 9 in 


Lincoln. Funeral services were 
held December 13. 


MRS. ELLEN DAUGHERTY, 
mother of Catherine Daugherty of 
the Lincoln Accounting Depart- 
ment, died December 19. Funeral 
services were held December 22. 

MRS. CATHERINE G. BETTEN- 
HAUSEN, mother of Fred J. Bet- 
tenhausen of the Treasurer’s Of- 
fice died December 26 at the age 
of 90. Funeral services were held 
December 28 in Lincoln. Burial 
was in Lincoln Memorial Park. 

MR. THOMAS HUDDLESTON, 
father of Bert Huddleston, Gen- 
eral Storekeeper at Lincoln, passed 
away January 1 at his home in 
Lincoln. He was 91 years old and 
had been a resident of Lincoln for 
35 years. 


(CREDE BURGE, southern district 
manager, recently sent us this 
clipping from the Beatrice Times to 
show what house seekers in Beatrice 
are up against: 

WANTED TO RENT: Apart- 
ment or small house. Will drown 
baby if necessary. 


—— > 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 


Beaver Crossing 


Velma Miller is joining forces as a ‘“‘plug 
pusher” at the Beaver Crossing office. She 
started the 12th of December. Good luck, 
Velma. 

David City 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 


Flash! Another engagement ring is wan- 
dering around the office adorning the 
third finger on the left hand of Vernetta 
Novell. It appears the Navy has the upper 
hand this time; however, we haven't 
heard that well-known tune “Bell Bottom 
Trousers” around the office. What’s the 
matter, Vernetta, doesn’t it fit or are you 
just bashful? . . . Ever since it happened 
it has us wondering, was it really an 
accident or accidently on purpose that 
Vern Campbell climbed into the Chief 
Operator’s car instead of that of the gen- 
tleman who patiently awaited one-half 
hour for him the night of the Barbecue 
to take him to the office to attend to some 
business. Irene Swan claims the first words 
he spoke when he got into the car were, 
“It took me a little longer than I thought,”’ 
but when he realized the car wasn’t in 
motion he glanced up to see why the de- 
lay and after getting over the shock of 
seeing what should have been a man, 
dressed in a skirt. he mumbled something 
about being in the wrong car, crawled 
nimbly out and trotted down to the car 
parked ahead. . .. Merry Christmas! Our 
Christmas party was held December 13th 
at the Rose Room. A delicious goose din- 
ner was served and later there was an 
exchanging of gifts. Everyone was in high 
spirits, especially Miss Swan, who ob- 
tained a new addition to her family by 
the name of ‘“Cuddles.’’ The sixty-four 
dollar question is, ““Do Pandas really have 
tails’? Cuddles has. . Helen Havlena 
resigned to move to Denver after the first 
of the year. We will miss you, Helen, but 
here is wishing you all kinds of luck in 
your new adventure, Helen was guest of 
honor at the Christmas party as it was her 
last party with the gang. . The Wel- 
come Mat is out to a former employee, 
Mrs. Evelyn Melvin. When _ formerly 
employed we knew her as Evelyn Soukup. 
Just the same Evelyn, if we can’t keep 
your name straight we all welcome you 
back to plug pushing. . . . The flu bug 
has given some of the girls a merry chase. 
Of course we intelligent ones didn’t get 
caught; however, everyone is back in tip- 
top shape for which we are all thankful. 

_. William Behrns has been added to 
the Plant force after his discharge from 
the Marines. The Plant men held 
their annual Christmas party Saturday, 
December 22nd. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


My, how time flies. Thanksgiving over 


and Christmas nearly here. The ‘Ne- 


' 
braska Citians’”’ really have the Christmas 
spirit, with the cold weather, all the snow 
and slippery streets. Mary Bartyzelle tells 
us She slid around the corner here by the 
Telephone office instead of driving 
around it. My, my, and the gas rationing 
off too. ... With Christmas slipping up on 
us, we found many of our girls doing out 
of town shopping. Imo Hurlburt, Betty 
Johnson, Mary Ross and Maxine Meyer 
found their way to Lincoln and back. 
Kathryn Owens and Doris Bray traveled 
to Omaha for a day of shopping. Josie 
Shoemaker spent a day in Council Bluffs. 
Norma Gore spent her week-end at Syra- 
cuse. We hope you found what you were 
looking for girls. . .. Mrs. Hattie Wynn 
from Plattsmouth visited us a few min- 
utes before continuing her trip to Okla- 
homa. Mrs. Reiff called us the other day 
to wish us a Merry Christmas. .. We have 
a new student, Mrs, Jaunita Adams, a 
former operator in Kansas City. Welcome, 
Juanita. . . . Beverly Genoa and Bette 
Moyer have completed their toll training. 
Happy landings, girls and lots of luck. 
Mildred Brand is our new student for 
night training with ‘‘Snooks’’ Smith as the 
overseer. Good luck, Mildred. . . . Now 
that the war is over and the boys are 
coming home, we are losing more girls. 
Mrs. “Dottie’’ Waters and Mrs. Dorothy 
Brown left us to welcome home their 
hubbies. Congrtaulations girls, . . . Imo- 
gene Kircher gave us notice that she was 
leaving us.... Well, the flu bug surely gets 
around. Nearly all of us have been bitten 
by the little fellow. Most of us are back 
at our jobs again. Al Letellier was out 
with it for about ten days. ...A certain 
member of the Nebraska City employ 
bought her mother a beautiful ring for 
Christmas. . . . Then came the trouble of 
keeping it hidden, but one of her best 
friends called her mother and asked “How 
do you like your ring?’’ Well, so the cat was 
out of the bag and the operator went out 
on another Christmas shopping spree. I 
guess it doesn’t pay to trust your friends 
too far, does it, Violet? . .. We have the 
cutest little tree. Josie Shoemaker and 
Violet Peterson did us 
the honor of decor- 
ating it for us. How is 
your burnt finger 
Josie. ... It wouldn't 
be Christmas without 
drawing names, so 
that’s what we did. 
Our party was a 
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A group of Lin- 
coln’s capable oper- 
ators taken shortly 
before. the. record 
smashing Christmas 
rush. Left to right, 
Beth Schoenholz, 
Phyllis Rising, Ella 
Cerveny and. Ruth 
Marcks| Miss Rising 
is operating the Com- 
pany PBX. 
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happy one too, you bet. Speaking 
of parties, some of the gals had one 
at the midnight show. Norma Gore, 
Etta Staack, Mary Huber, Beverly Genoa, 
Mildred Brand, ‘“Snooks’’ Smith, Vio- 
let Peterson and her mother made up 
this little affair. From all reports every- 
one had a good time. . . . Norma Gore 
spent the night with Beverly Genoa and 
Etta Staack after their party. Mrs. Baker 
prepared a dinner for Etta Staack, Bev- 
erly Genoa and Vada Harris. Speaking of 
Vada Harris, she informs us that her boy 
friend came home for a short visit... . 
Nearly forgot, Ralph Connors became the 
proud papa of a baby boy, born Novem- 
ber 25. Congratulations, Ralph. ... You 
should see our Christmas cards. All of our 
old friends are remembering us. Lois 
Ryder, Mary McKinzie, Alice Buel, Jean 
Tigner and Dorothy Brown. Happy New 
Year to you all! 


Seward 
Bernice Mueller, Correspondent 


Again the Seward telephone office had 
one of these never-to-be-forgotten Christ- 
mas parties with Commercial, Traffic and 
Plant departments meeting in the lobby 
to eat and make merry. Hats off to the 
committee, Beata Merz, Merna McClain, 
Bernice Mueller and Al Ager, who really 
put on a big feed. The menu consisted of 
baked chicken, dressing, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, scalloped corn, baked beans, 
cranberries, pie and coffee. If you don’t 
think we did justice to this feed, you 
should have seen the empty containers 
the committee carried home. Next came 
the exchange of gifts with Haberman 
topping it off by getting a green feathered 
live duck. We hear that ‘Donald Duck’”’ 
had not long to live for within an hour 
after he arrived at his new home, he was 
dressed and in the refrigerator. Some of 
the rest received very appropriate gifts. 
We hope Merna keeps warm with her 
three pair of ‘“‘snuggies.’”’ The rest of the 
evening was spent by playing Pit. Vivian 
Hawkins really went to town with this 
game. It’s a good thing we wern’'t Playing 
for money. 


Syracuse 


Darlene Johannes, Correspondent. 


Mrs. Laverta Andrews has resigned as 
assistant chief operator. We’re sorry to 
have you leave us, Laverta. ... We had 
our annual Christmas party at the Tele- 
phone Office, December 13. We spent the 
evening playing bingo. The party was 
most profitable for Mr. and Mrs. Ernst. 
They went home with four of the five 
prizes. We also had an exchange of gifts. 

. Mrs. Lockhart spent December 14 in 
Omaha. 


Wahoo 


Mae Meduna, Correspondent. 


The ladies of the Wahoo office held 
their annual Christmas party December 19, 
in the basement of the Company building, 
which was appropriately decorated for the 
occasion. A seven o’clock turkey dinner 
with all the trimmings was served by the 
committee, who should receive honorable 
mention. Well polished bones were mute 
evidence that the bird was done to per- 
fection and justice was done to all the 
dinner. A short time was spent playing 
penny Bingo and then followed the ex- 
change of gifts, which were piled ‘neath 
the tree. ... Our affable and good-natured 
operator, Mae Beaty, almost became a 
member of the holiday casualty group. 
While carrying home a good sized dressed 
turkey, she stumbled and after a five yard 
dash, turning of ankles and scraping of 
knees, She finally landed face down, but 
thank goodness the turkey remained safe, 
being held high and dry in spite of all the 
juggling. A skinned knee was the only 
visible signs of near disaster outside of 
the blue atmosphere for some distance 


around. . .. Betty Kracman spent the 
week of December 17 in Omaha visiting 
friends, . . . Lorraine Eberhardt, formerly 


an operator but now of Denver, visited 
us during her Christmas vacation here. 

. Dorothy Guttau of Mondamin, Iowa, 
just breezes in and out every few weeks, 
while enroute to her parents home in 
Lincoln. . . . Elaine Cernik also gave us 
a short interview while visiting here with 
her husband who is stationed at Smiths- 
ville, Texas . . . Last of December vaca- 
tioners at Wahoo is Margaret Holka, our 
night operator, who remained at her home 
in Greenwood, having a good visit with 
her brother just returned from overseas. 

. Emily Hanus will spend the last week 
of December at her home in David City. 

. Irma Shonka also spent the Christmas 
holidays in David City. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


Here it is, the last edition of the News 
this year and also another yuletide come 
and gone. We sincerely hope everyone had 
a very merry Xmas. We were sorry to hear 
that Ken Boshart had such a disappoint- 


Two familiar figures about 
the Hastings office, Lyle 
Young, district manager and 
Melba Richards, chief oper- 
ator. 


ing one. Ken was on his 
way to his home town of 
Milford, Nebr. Xmas morn- 
ing to spend the day with 
his father, but got stuck in 
a snow drift, caused by the 
little fall of frosted H2 O 
which fell Xmas_ Eve. 
Along with that he couldn’t 
get any chains for his tires 
and had motor trouble. So 
Ken returned to Lincoln 
for the day. . ., . “Rapid 
Rythm Ross’”’ reported hav- 
ing a very nice Xmas. Dear Santa was good 
to the “Little One’’ and gave him his farm 
he has dreamed about for so long. Evi- 
dently he must have been a good boy this 
year. Hmmmm????? However, whats’ the 
reason for not telling his good “friends” 
the location of his haven. Bob also got an- 
other very useful gift at our little Kmas 
party. We don’t know for sure as yet 
whether or not he can make use of it, but 
then it all depends upon how one would 
use it, and we doubt if Bob knows a way. 

‘ Whoever gave Carl Ahl the four 
packages of cigarettes certainly made him 
work for them. He or she, must have 
wanted to get their fifty cents worth of fun 
out of it, and he as well as all we other 
characters did. ‘“‘Cagey B.”’ got some very 
nice colored pin-ups from Ed Brehm. It 
was very clever Ed. We didn’t know you 
had such wit. Have we been overlooking 
something?? ... Mr. Devoe was given a 
set of golf balls as a gift from the office 
force. You know of course that Mr. Devoe 
is quite a golfer. Which brings to mind a 
story dealing with the subject of golf. 
Pro: Tee the ball. Amateur: I see the ball 
but you don’t have to talk baby talk. ... 
Messers. Devoe and Ames passed candy 
after our get-to-gether which was heartily 
enjoyed by all. ... We wish to extend our 
sympathy to Mildred McGill whose father 
passed away this month... . Also to con- 
gratulate three of our girls, Esther Michael, 
Elaine Bubak, and Dorothy Kolb who are 
sporting diamonds, third finger-left hand. 
Congrats girls. . . . Elinore Wunch, Jean 
Tryon, Virginia Stuart and Peg Heim have 
all resigned their positions with the com- 


pany. ... Our end of the year vacationers 
were, Bob Ross, Rose Riggs, and Bernice 
Garcia. ... Terry Largent had a birthday 


this month. Just five days before Xmas. 
Almost a Xmas baby but not quite. She 
should have been though, the way she gets 
lit sometimes, we mean lights up like a 
Xmas tree. However one of the young 
ladies in our office, bought Terry a cake 
and placed twenty candles on it. After 
setting the cake on her desk and all going 
through the regular procedure, Terry pro- 
ceeded to blow out the candles, but she 
not only blew out the candles, but had 
candy birds and rose buds flying through 
the air. Strong that thar wind and we bet 
it’s the first time any of us have ever 
seen candy birds fly. But we did that day. 
Didn’t we?? ... Jan Stretton who is on 
Leave of Absence in California has gotten 
stranded due to transportation difficulties 
and hasn’t been able to get back. We hope 
she does make a return trip soon though. 

. Perhaps some of you noticed the write 
up in the last edition of the News, pertain- 
ing to Bob Ross’s wanting a model for his 
wife who was doing some “‘special’’ paint- 
ing. Well it seems as though Frances Virgil 
applied for the job, making Bob blush very 
prettily. But there’s one detail Frances 
forgot to ask Bob and that was what his 
wife was painting. You might ask him, 
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Frances, beings the jobs all done. ...So 
ends our last edition of the News for this 
year. We want to sincerely wish everyone 
a Very Happy New Year. (Even Gorman.) 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


In winding up this year’s business we 
find a few late vacationers. Those who 
planned to celebrate the holidays in real 
style included C. Riedel, C, G. Hedstrom, 
H. Kempf, R. C. Boling, Geo. Burt and 
yours truly. Mr. Burt took advantage of his 
vacation and was married to Miss Norma 
Roeder of the Service Department. Con- 
gratulations George and Norma!. ... And 
while we are in such a mood we want to 
congratulate our Mr. Billings, truck driver 
on “Swede” Foster’s crew, Jack Jr. was 
born on December 15 in England. Mrs. 
Billings is an English girl and plans to 
join her husband as soon as transportation 
is available. . , . Those on military leave 
from this department are returning at 
quite a rapid pace. This month finds Geo. 
Wasson, Art Holcomb, John Shipp, Lloyd 
Murphy, Norm Zipp, Chas. Connors, Leland 
Rauch and Eugene Burchess back at work. 
... New employees include Lyle Piper, K. 
Peters, F. McMichael, and E. Nyden; Lyle 
Piper has seen a good many previous 
years service with the company. ... We 
lost several employees this month, E. T. 
Little and J, H. Roland who transferred to 
the Southern District; and A. B. Mann, 
and R. C. Woolsey who resigned. dak 
News seems powerful scarce this month, 
perhaps we can do better in 1946 when we 
wipe that slate clean and start a new 
year. 


Local Commercial 


Jean Beck, Associate Editor. 


This Yuletide Season found some people 
taking their vacations—Asa Waters, Vir- 
ginia Anderson and Viola Graham. ‘ 
There was real Christmas cheer in the 
Egan household. Mike’s son arrived in the 
States and was home for the holidays. 

. . A Christmas party was given by 
Margie Lundwall for the girls at the 
office. An enjoyable evening was spent 
playing bingo and exchanging gifts. The 
prize gift of the evening was the bowl of 
goldfish given to Gen McMeen. This, with 
a tiny persian kitten which was recently 
added to the Merriman-McMeen house- 
hold, is the climax to any old: maid’s 
dream. However, we can’t class them as 
old maids, especially since Gen received 
for Christmas a beautiful diamond from a 
certain Idaho gent. ... And another gal 
with a big smile on her face and one of 
them there things sparkling on her third 
finger is Mavis Schiebinger. In fact, it is 
the second sparkler from the same man. 
Imagine, two rings, and some gals are 
just wishing for one. We wonder 
who! ... Any queer noises coming from 


The general auditor’s secretaries, Vir- 
ginia Wiemers and Mildred McGill, taken 
as they clear the decks to make way for 
the Accounting Department Christmas 
party. 


the Directory Dept these days are not the 
clerks sleeping as it was first believed, 
but just George Walroth yawning and 
exercising his vocal chords so he can help 
serenade his fellow employees with Christ- 
mas carols. . . Newcomers welcomed 
to the office this month include Elizabeth 
Bauer, and part time workers, Minnie 
Rawson and Mary Dutton... . Back with 
us is Bill Quinn. We all welcome him 
back but the man who really heads the 
welcoming committee is ‘Super Sales- 
man” Walroth who with his scrupulous 
talk persuades the returning vet that in- 
surance by payroll deduction is the thing 
for him and then proceeds successfully 
to collect an advance payment. Quite a 
smoothie. What insurance company are 
you working for, Salesman Walroth? . . 
By the time this is being read (not that 
we think any one really reads this) this 
office will be in a familiar turmoil—the 
reason, directory closing time again. So 
bear with us, please. ... 
Service Department 
By Norma Roeder Burt. 

Starting the new year out right is Herb 
Jenkins. Herb, who has been away for a 
year because of ill health, is back again 
and in tip top shape. We sure are glad to 
have you back Herb because we’ve missed 
having you around with your tall corn 
stories. . . . The Switchmen won’t be for- 
getting any important dates this year. Not 
with those Esquire calanders around... . 
We believe Ray Baldwin received one of 
the nicest Christmas gifts, the title of 
“Grandpa”. This title was given to him 
when Miss Judith Helen made her ap- 
pearance in the Carl Sandgren home on 
Christmas day. Mrs. Sandgren was the 
former Iona Baldwin. ... Vacations never 
seem to cease. Art Albers and Ernest 
Wedgwood both took one last shot at the 
pheasants while vacationing, and with 
pretty good luck. ... Gerry Miller stayed 
home during the sub-zero weather and en- 
joyed his vacation with his family. 
Dorothy Miller was away on vacation too 
but so far no report. It must be something 
to have a birthday, Christmas and New 
Years all during a vacation! ... Another 
Serviceman to return is Roger Moore. 
Roger Jeft his Navy blues to come back 
to his old job on the Local Test Board.... 
Visitors in this months news are: Joe 
Nosky, former employee who has been 
away for three years in the U. S. Marines. 


Vern Hutchison, Lincoln switchman, 
places expert hands on the mechanism of 
a balking switch at °’3” office. 


Joe expects to be back with the gang in 
the Switchroom before long. .. . Frank 
Smith, former Switchroom employee and 
now in the U. S. Navy stopped in to visit 
before going back out to sea....C. W. 
Bush, former Construction Dept. employee 
stopped in to say hello and to inform us 
that he is once more a Civilian. ... The 
Main Office Switchmen want to thank the 
Chorus for their beautiful Christmas carols 


_ when they visited the Switchroom.... Ed 


Dulin is still limping around. but he wears 
a broad smile now that his son Mark is 
home again after spending three years in 
the Navy. . Someone new has been 
added to the Service Dept. Kathryn Large 
who is training on the Service Board. Wel- 
come Kathryn. ... The Switchroom em- 
ployees, as well as many others were sur- 
prised to hear that Norma Roeder and 
George L. Burt of the Construction Dept. 
were married December 15 at Madison, 
Nebraska. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


The distinction of being the last vaca- 
tioner in 1945 went to our genial w>re- 
house foreman, Russ Rauch, who _ just 
took life easy at home. . Roy Nyden. 
discharged from the Navy, is back with 
us working as a warehouseman. Welcome 
back Roy. Bob Donaldson, Frank 
Condos, Sam Lawrence and W. C. Max- 
field were victims of the flue this month, 
but they have all returned to work now. 
. . . Weleome to Dale Harp a new em- 
ployee in the Motor Vehicle Department. 
Dale is working as a part time garage 
serviceman. A welcome also goes to 
Miss Phyllis Stolz a new employee work- 
ing as a stenographer in the Supply Office. 
aS i6 Welton F. Grant has been trans- 
ferred from Beatrice combinationman to 
Tool Repairman in the Lincoln Supply 
Department. . Bob Wohlberg paid us 
a visit while on furlough from the Navy. 
; Mr. H. Huddleston, General Store- 
keeper was very happy to have two of 
his sons home, Jack and Bill, Bill is on 
a furlough. Jack was discharged from the 
Army but he has re-enlisted as a Wire 
Chief in the Signal Corps and expects to 
go back to Germany soon. ... Russ Rauch 
informs us that a carload of iron wire was 
received, . . . Discharged from the Navy 
is Dick Grant who is now working in the 
General Repair Shop. We welcome you 
Dick. ... F. J. Barnett of the Motor 
Vehicle Department found a ladies’ hand- 
bag ‘belonging to Mrs. Jean McCarthy who 
lost it on the highway while enroute from 
Hastings to St. Louis, Missouri. The party 
was found through a forwarding address 
at Hastings to St. Louis and the handbag 
was returned. Inventory time has 
again come and gone. Charles Hansen and 
his crew have done a bang up job and the 
finished books are just about ready to be 
delivered. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 
Beairice 


Wilma Grupe, Leland Hodge and 
Wilma Hinkle, Correspondents. 

The high lights of the December News 
naturally includes the annual Yuletide 
Party complete with Christmas tree and 
Ol’ Saint Nick himself. It was too bad that 
old man “flu’’ kept several enthusiastic 
party goers at home. ... A later vaca- 
tioner this year was Mrs. Elsie Cooper 
who spent her time baking pepper-nuts 
and enjoying the holidays. . . . Our wel- 
come mat is out again, this time to Mrs. 
Virginia Stoner a former operator who is 
back to help us. It seems that everyone 
is too busy shoveling snow to give us much 
news so until next time we'll say so long. 
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“Just a chip off the old block,” avers 
Ed Dorland, our genial area manager at 
Wahoo. His firle young son, Douglas Mason, 
was one year old December 7, 


Burchard 


Mrs. Gladys Neugebauer, Chief Operator 
at Crab Orchard visited the Burchard 
Office this month... . Mrs. Hattie Wilcox 
attended the 56th Wedding Anniversary 
Party in honor of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Herron. 

Cook 


Mrs. Ida Townsend visited her daughter 
in Peru on December 2nd. 


Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Helen Jones underwent a minor op- 
eration at the St. Elizabeth hospital in 
Lincoln the latter part of November and 
is now recuperating at her home in Crab 
Orchard. 

Daykin 

Set. Kenneth Griffin, husband of Sylvia 
Griffin, Chief Operator-Cashier at Daykin 
returned this month after serving in the 
European and Pacific theaters and is now 
discharged. .. . Mary Moody spent several 
days in Omaha visiting. 

Fairbury 
Mandane Reid, Correspondent. 

Vera Sweetser, Anna Belle Stocker and 
Beryl Leslie visited in Lincoln this month. 
... We welcome our new Chief Operator, 
Miss Lela Watson, who has been trans- 
ferred from York, Miss Eileen Baily from 
Geneva, and Miss Marion J. Thompson as 
our comercial clerk. . .. It’s farewell to 
Mrs. Dolores L. Rodwell who resigned to 
join her husband in Clovis, New Mexico. 

. Olga Frieson spent her vacation in 
Oklahoma City visiting her sister. 


Humboldt 
Willistine Clark, Correspondent. 


Our anual Christmas Party was held at 
the office on December 21st. The lighted 
Christmas tree was loaded with gifts which 
Santa, alias Ed Flowerday, distributed 
with care. After the gifts were opened, 
delicious refreshments were served. 

Sterling 


Our Chief Operator, Ruth Probst, spent 
her vacation in the ‘‘Broad Valley State” 
better known to us as Wyoming. 

Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent. 

Cc. B. Meshier left for Corpus Christi, 
December 16th to attend the presentat‘on 
of Wings to his son, Charles, as Navy 
aviator. ... Jerrie Murphy spent several 
days in Lincoln and Crab Orchard. . 
We welcome Willard Sherman to our 
plant force. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Exeter 
Patricia Erdkamp is still absent from 
work due to iliness. 
Fairmont 
Mrs. Ethel Patrick was transferred from 
Waco December 1 as Chief Operator- 


Who says these folks at York can’t take 
good pictures? Maxine Meradith tries her 
skill on an inside shot with the subjects 
Ruth Swanson, “Bud” Miller and Roy 
Rogers. 


Cashier. ... The operators enjoyed a gift 
exchange at the office December 20... 
Virginia Baker has been absent a week 


due to illness. . . . Miss Metcalf and D. C. 
Wilson visited at tne office this month. 
Geneva 


Elsie Sole, Correspondent. 


The main topic this month is the Christ- 
mas party held December 16 at Mrs. 
Mayetta Domeier’s apartment. Most of the 
evening was spent playing hearts and 
bingo. A delicious lunch was served after 
which gifts were exchanged. . . . Gladys 
Stiers, Hazel Drummond, Mayetta Do- 
meier, C. J. Crew and Bill Minich were 
absent this month due to the flu. 
Nadine Weber was transferred to Hebron. 


Hastings 


Mary Ann Swanson, Marie Brewer, Max 

Walker and Aryllis Beirow, Correspondents. 

Jim Dudgeon got the one Christmas 
present he wanted most of all. “Slug” 
finally got home from overseas. To com- 
plete the family circle, Jim’s daughter and 
her husband arrived from California. ... 
Also entertaining company this month was 
Betty Hager whose brother recently re- 
turned from overseas and ‘Bee’? Rohrer 
whose brother arrived from Minneapolis. 
... Marie Brewer spent the Christmas hol- 
idays at her home in Nelson... .Mary Ann 
Swanson finally took the last day of her 
vacation and spent it at home with the 
flu. . . . Christmas is over for another 
year. Most of the girls in the Traffic de- 
partment had a swell Christmas in spite 
of the snow storm. Rosetta Habben and 
Irene Jurgensmeier were two who were 
home over the week end and were snowed 


in. . . . Donna and Marietta Budler cele- 
brated Christmas last Sunday at their 
home in Hampton. . .. Doris Ground 


spent Christmas in Kansas City. Her boy 
friend who has been discharged from the 
Army accompanied her. There are 
two happy mothers in our midst this 
week. Mrs. Compton's daughter Joan is 
home from New York and Mrs. Hoover's 
son Jimmy is home from Salina, Kansas, 
where he attends military school, ; 
From what we've heard Frieda Hoffman 
has been having a gay time as “Al” has 
finally arrived. .. . Patricia Jurgensmeier 
of Lawrence is spending her Christmas 
vacation working again. . . Rose Kilby 
has recovered from a tonsillectomy and 
is back at work. Hazel Janky has 
been excited since she received a cable- 
gram from her husband who is in Manila 
and expects to be in the States soon... . 
Minnie Schlitt’s brother, Paul, who has 


been in Okinawa arrived home in time 
for Christmas. Miarie Pearson’s 
brother, Barney, surprised the family by 
arriving home in time for Christmas. ... 
There are three more of our girls who 
have blossomed out with sparklers on their 
left hands. They are Agnes Streff, Mar- 
cellyne Burge and Roberta Smith. ... It 
is believed that Lela McCorkle is praying 
for early hours next week. Could.it be 


that you are expecting to have company . 


from Lincoln, Miss McCorkle? We wonder 
if Dorothy Osterthun was just showing 
off her Christmas present or if her feet 
hurt when she appeared wearing “fuzzy” 
bedroom slippers. We really sympathize 
with you, Dorothy... . Irene Knipfel and 
a certain guy named Ted have been 
keeping the telephone and telegraph lines 
plenty busy. He just arrived in the States 
from Japan. Pat Traphagen, lucky 
girl, is on her vacation which she is spend- 


ing in McCook and Oxford. . . . Katherine 


Vortman and Geraldine Tyrell are the new 
toll students. . . . Doris Tooker’s sister has 
been visiting here. Aryllis Befrow 
celebrated her Christmas a few days late 
at her home in Holdrege. .. We are won- 
dering why Lucille Buss wants to be the 
first one downstairs. Won’t he wait for 
you, Lucille? . . . Moreane Alldritt, who 
has returned from serving in the WAC is 
our new desk operator. ... Helen Brother- 
ton spent Christmas in her home town 
of Modell, Iowa. 


Ohiowa 


Mrs. Belle Steele was absent a few days 
this month to entertain her son Charles 
Steele and family of Omaha. Evelyn 
Heater helped out during Mrs. Steele’s 
absence. 

Osceola 


Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


Area Manager C. P. Olson enjoyed his 
vacation the latter part of December, 
spending the time at home with his son 
and daughter and their families from 
Bremerton, Washington. ... Betty Wright 
returned to work December 24 after a 
week’s vacation spent at home. 


Polk 


Out of town shoppers during December 
were Ramona Nelson who went to York 
December 15, and Ada Marie Nelson who 
went to Grand Island December 14... . 
Mrs. Clara Anderson, Chief Operator, 
spent the week end of December 7 visit- 
ing in Lincoln. The employees en- 
joyed a Christmas party in the telephone 
building on Decebzer 21. Gifts were ex- 
changed and a light lunch served later in 
the evening. 

Shickley 


Mrs. Margaret Sanburg has been vaca- 
tioning but sorry to say she spent most of 
it in bed with the flu. ... Mrs. Maxine 
Stolzenburg is a new operator. 


Shelby 

Rose Halligan enjoyed a ten day vaca- 
tion from her duties as operator during 
December, spending the time at home. 
. .. Mrs. Thrasilla Kubicek spent Decem- 
ber 15 shopping in 
Omaha, ... The em- 
ployees held their 
Christmas party Decem- 


Among those contri- 
buting to Hebron’‘s re- 
cent win in the Victory 
Bond drive are these 
folks taken at the He- 
bron switchboard some 
months ago. Left _ to 
right, Barbara Willmore, 
Mrs. Myrtle Smith of 
Carleton, Dorothy Stio- 
well, Ruth Rittenhouse, 
Mildred Laverentz, and 
Mrs. Evalena Simmer- 
man of Alexandria. 
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ber 20. Games and the exchange of gifts 
furnished the evening’s entertainment. 

. . Mrs. Mayme Carroll spent the week 
end of December 15 in Lincoln visiting 
her sister. 


Stromsburg 


We wish to welcome our new operator, 
Mrs. Agnes Sundberg, who began work 
December 10 and who is replacing Beat- 
rice M. Sundberg. Beatrice resigned during 
November to be at home with her mother 
who is ill. 

York 


Maxine Meradith, Correspondent. 


Hearty congrats to Jean Harter, our new 
supervisor. Eleanor Buller’s first 
words upon learning she was the new 
local instructor were, ‘It was a great fight 
ma but I won. You shoulda seen the other 
guy”. . . . We're losing Lela Watson, 
our Assistant Chief Operator, to Fair- 
bury, She goes over there as_ Chief 
Operator. It won’t be the same without 
you, Lela. ... We have two new students, 
namely, Helen Hoover and Virginia Rob- 
son. Welcome to the fold girls and watch 
out for the wolves downstairs... . It’s that 
time of the year again when everyone’s 
without funds and Christmas is so near. 

. Our party was held in the restroom 
and basement of the office building. 
Tricks, eats, presents exchanged, eats, 
treats and eats served as entertainment. If 
you don’t think eating comes under en- 
tertainment, you should see some of us 
eat. We all love French fries and fried 
chicken so we all had cold lunch, dessert 
and coffee. We had a nice tree. Arlene 
Anderson and Marian Boyle take the bows 
for it. When they had completed the job, 
it looked like Donald Duck had made his 
debut as an interior decorator. Virginia 
Robson, Nyla Peters, Mable Beaver, Leta 
Ramsey, Ruth Swanson and _  ~Eleanor 
Buller were on the eats committee. We 
got what was left when they got through 
tasting. Helen Hoover, Arideen Rhoads, 
Beth McComas and Maxine Meradith were 
the entertainment committee. Somebody 
suggested ‘‘Postoffice’ but Maxine didn’t 
know that many men. . That’s about 
all except that Arlene Anderson is flash- 
ing an arrangement on her third finger, 
left hand. Quite a deal! 


Returning Veterans 
(Continued from, page 6) 


lina. Sailing for England in May, 1944, 
he took part in the Normandy invasion 
and in many other less noted engagements 
in the drive to the east. He served in a 
field artillery battalion and was separated 
at Fort Leavenworth on October 31, re- 
turning to his former position on Decem- 
ber 3. 

Norman R. Zipp saw action in the Solo- 
mon Islands, Bougainville and various 
other points on the road to Japan as a 


pene te 


member of the 169th infantry. He had 
joined the service in February, 1943, 
graduating with bunions from basic in- 
fantry training at Camp Roberts, Cali- 
fornia, his overseas tour dating from 
August, 1943. Returning to work on De- 
cember 3, Norman has again taken up the 
tools and paraphernalia of a cableman’s 
helper in the construction department. 
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Service Stars 
(Continued from page 5) 


Pentagon Building, he left for overseas in 
the fall of 1943, setting up equipment for 
a secret communication system in a series 
of posts which began in Australia and 
ended in Tokyo. Rod was traffic engi- 
neer at Lincoln and is now home on ter- 
minal leave. 

M/Set. BOYD M. WEDGWOOD left 
his job as shopman in the supply depart- 
ment to enter the Army in February, 
1942. He shipped for overseas as a priv- 
ate in November of-the same year, as- 
signed first to a repair squadron and later 
to a supply section of the air force. His 
climb through the various ratings of the 
non-commissioned ranks speaks well for 
the services he undoubtedly performed to 
earn them. He is the son of Ernest 
Wedgwood, oldtimer of the Lincoln 
service department. 

Lt. GAY T. HENDERSON is home on 
terminal leave and has been absorbed in 
admiring and making the acquaintance of 
an eighteen-months-old son whom he had 
never seen. Gay dates his army service 
from August, 1942 and graduated from 
Officers’ Candidate School in the early 
months of the following year. In October, 
1943 he was on the water bound for 
Australia, where he was stationed for 
more than a year with an inspection and 
maintenance team in Sidney and Bris- 
bane. Later he was located in British and 
Dutch New Guinea. Gay was a shop- 
man in the supply department. 

W. W. “BUD” EDEN of the engineer- 
ing department began his “SeaBee” train- 
ing at Camp Peary, Virginia in Septem- 
ber, 1943 and embarked from Camp 
Hannene, California in April of the fol- 
lowing year. His departure was of the 
story-book variety, for Bud paced the halls 


of a hospital until the boat tooted 
its whistle and the gang plank was clang- 


ing. He had time for only one swift 
climpse of a new born daughter before 
dashing back to the transport for his trip 
across the Pacific. He has been stationed 
in the Admiralties during his entire over- 
seas career. In typical Eden manner, he 
arrived home waving his discharge just 
in time to pull up a chair for the Christ- 
mas dinner. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
VERN O. AMICK, T/5 to Sgt. 
F. W. MORRIS, Ist Lt. to Capt. 
RICHARD G. VAN ANDEL, Cpl. to 
Set. 


(The average American today has a choice of 
just going where ‘‘his feet take him’’, or 
choosing wisely the course to follow. Let’s 
skip ahead 10 years, and take a look ct John 
Jones—and listen to him .. .) 


ae 


Baas I feel so good it almost scares me. 


“This house—I wouldn’t swap a shingle off 
its roof for any other house on earth. This little 
valley, with the pond down in the hollow at the 
back, is the spot I like best in all the world. 


“And they’re mine. I own’em. Nobody can take 
"em away from me. 


“T’ve got a little money coming in, regularly. 
Not much—but enough. And I tell you, when you 
can go to bed every night with nothing on your 
mind except the fun you’re going to have tomor- 
row—that’s as near Heaven as man gets on this 
earth! 


“Tt.wasn’t always so. 


“Back in ’46—that was right after the war and 
sometimes the going wasn’t too easy—I needed 
cash. Taxes were tough, and then Ellen got sick. 


—————————— eS * 


Let your HEAD take you 


A Ne sae XO : = 
See ae 


Like almost everybody else, I was buying Bonds 
through the Payroll Plan—and I figured on cash- 
ing some of them in. But sick as she was, it was 
Ellen who talked me out of it. 


“ “Don’t do it, John!’ she said. ‘P/ease don’t! 
lor the first time in our lives, we're really saving 
money. It's wonderful to know that every single 
payday we have more money put aside! John, if 
we can only keep up this saving, think what it can 
mean! Maybe some day you won’t have to work. 
Maybe we can own a home. And oh, how good it 
would feel to know that we need never worry about 
money when we're old!’ 


“Well, even after she got better, I stayed away 
from the weekly poker game—quit dropping a 
little cash at the hot spots now and then—gave up 
some of the things a man feels he has a right to. 
We didn’t have as much fun for a while but we 
paid our taxes and the doctor and—we didn’t 
touch the Bonds. 

“What's more, we kept right on putting our 
extra cash into U. S. Savings Bonds. And the 
pay-off is making the world a pretty swell place 
today?” 


Payroll Deductions For Victory Bonds 
Will Be Continued 


The U. 8S. Treasury Department is urging employees 
throughout the nation to continue their program of buying Vic- 
tory bonds through the payroll deduction plan and has re- 


quested the cooperation of our Company in making this plan 


available to our employees. 


We are informed that the Company will continue to offer 


payroll deductions for the purchase of these bonds as long as 


our Government continues their sale or as long as the employee 


group wishes it. 
~-aif 19 fee 
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BILL SCHUMAN , THE 
FLAG EXPERT, GOT IN 


WALT STEWART CRAWLED THROUGH A FENCE 
To HUNT PHEASANTS IN A LIKELY: LOOKING FIELD 
AND HAD A SHORT BUT EXCITING ADVENTURE 
WITH A MILITANT FARMER AND HIS 30-30 RIFLE 


WING OF CIVILIAN 
LIFE- AND OFTEN 

COMES UP WITH THIS 
TELEPHONE GREETING 


WHEN HE HEARS THE NEIGHBORS OVERHEAD STIRRING 
AROUND. HE HEARD THEM RECENTLY AND GOT HIS 
WIFE UP UNDER VIOLENT PROTEST AND STARTED HER 
TO COOKING HIS BREAKFAST WHILE HE SHAVED. WHILE 
HE WAS ENJOYING HIS FLAP JACKS THE RADIO 
ANNOUNCED THAT IT WAS JUST MIDNIGHT / 


sag Say | AND THE BOYS SENT THE 
29 no} VETERINARIAN OUT TO 
uke) CALL ON HIM, TELLING 
THE DOC THAT A SICK 
ANIMAL OF SOME SORT 
WAS BADLY IN NEED OF 
ATTENTION, 
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A GROUP OF ADMIRING SPECTATORS WATCHED JOE HARTLEY 
KICK A PANEL OUT OF THE DOOR OF HIS "DARK ROOM" 
RECENTLY WHEN THE LOCK JAMMED LEAVING HIM IN 
WORRIED INCARCERATION FOR THIRTY MINUTES. HIS 
UNDIGNIFIED EXIT BROUGHT FORTH VARIED COMMENTS OF 
APPROVAL AND ADVICE, NOBODY, HOWEVER , THOUGHT TO OFFER 
TO OPEN THE DOOR FROM THE OUTSIDE UNTIL HE WAS OUT. 
(NATURALLY, OUR ARTIST DOESN'T KNOW HE IS BEING DOUBLE. 
CROSSED). WE HOPE HE WILL KINDLY "EXCUSE IT PLEASE“ 


VERNCA 
To DO A BIT OF WORK AT THE OFFICE, A MAN WAS 
WAITING AT THE DOOR To DRIVE HIM OVER. VERN 
CAME RUSHING OUT, CLIMBED INTO A CAR AND 
HOLLERED ” LET'S GET GOIN’, IT TOOK ME LONGER 
THAN I THOUGHT /" THEN HE GLANCED AT 
THE DRIVER AND WAS AMAZED TO “IND THAT 
THe SUPPOSED MAN WAS WEARING A SHIRT. THE 
“WRONG CAR" BELONGED To IRENE SWAN , CHIEF OPR. 


ARTIA. LARGENT, ACCOUNTING DEPT, Took 
CaN ES ON HER THENT Par BIRDAY 
ake. AND BLEW THE ICING: RIGHT 
|OFF THE TOP , SMACK INTO 
DOROTHY CARLSON'S EYE | 


WHATS THE IDEA | WAS GO|ING 
OF WEARING ONE To ASK You 
POINTED AND ONE THE SAME 
ROUND-TOED SHOE ? QUESTION . 


ITAINT THe) 
DCUGH ,IT'5 — 
THE PRINCIPLES 


MAE BEAT¥, WAHOO TRAFFIC WAS 
CARRYING HOME A BIG, DRESSED 
TURKEY. SHE STUMBLED, TURNED 
HER ANKLE , SCRAPED HER KNEES GEORGE MANN AND CHET HARP (AGAIN ?) 
AND FINALLY WOUND UP FLAT ON THOUGHT THEY WERE GOING LAME FOR 
HER FACE . BUT THE TURKEY WAS | | HALF Af DAY UNTIL THEY FOUND THEY 


HELD HIGH AND DRY THROUGHOUT | | WERE EACH WEARING ONE OF THE 
Tie huaine THROUGHOUT | lstieR’s SHOES — SWITCHED UNNOTICED 


AT THE BOWLING ALLEY, 
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FARE EVER SRICE Hf AFTER HER DOUBLE EXPERIENCE IN 

CAME BACK FROM THE ELASTIC TROUBLE ON A RECENT TRIP TO 

ARMY. NOBODY HAD ToLp| | THE BANK, MAXINE MERADITH YORK, 

a He aN WS So a 
R THE RETU 


Seas ae ee 


NRO RAKE OR RANN ILE AMEKE ARLENE Eo 


POLI IPL LNA LNA 


EMO A REDOING nthe bth Neh Ann tenh 


5 

3 
x 
SS 
$ 
BS 
PS 
ey 
Es 
ey 

xs 

S: 


: 
: 


hi : 5 
6 . 
ishg - ' . 


Tho 
n Telephone News 


1946 


Frank H. Woods 


Thomas C. Woods 


Frank H. Woods Retires as President 


Succeeded by Thomas C. Woods, Formerly Vice-President 


FTER forty-three years of continuous and distinctive 
service as head of our Company, President Frank H. 
Woods on February 5 at the annual meeting of stock- 
holders and directors, announced his retirement from this 
office. He retains a major role in the management of 
the Company as Chairman of the Board of Directors. 


Succeeding his father as the Company’s head is 
Thomas C. Woods who entered the Company in 1921 as 
director and since 1923 has served in the management 
of its affairs as vice-president, director and counsel. His 
selection to this position is becoming to his widely recog- 
nized ability as an executive and as a foremost attorney in 
the field of utility and commercial law. 

His business interests are wide-spread and varied and 
have brought him a rich store of knowledge and practical 
insight into the problems of management with which he 
will be confronted in his position as president. He holds 
directorates in the First National Bank and Woodmen 
Accident Company of Lincoln, the Addressograph-Multi- 
graph Company of Cleveland, the Sahara Coal Company 
and Associated Telephone and Telegraph Company of 
Chicago, and the Securities Acceptance Corporation of 
Omaha. He is vice-president and director of the Frank 
H. Woods Company and President of the W-K Realty 


Company which owns the Sharp Building in Lincoln. 


Prominent also in civic and welfare organizations both 
locally and nationally, he is a director of the Community 
Chest and Councils, Inc., director of the National War 
Fund, president of the United War Fund of Nebraska, 
past president of the Lincoln Community Chest and 
former director of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce. 


Mr. Woods was graduated from Yale University in 
1918 with an A. B. degree, following which his natural 
inclination toward the legal profession took him to the 
Harvard Law School where he received the L. L. B. de- 
gree in 1921. During World War I he served in France 
as a first lieutenant with the 101st Field Artillery return- 
ing to Lincoln to become a member of the law firm of 


Woods, Aitken and Aitken. 


The retirement of Frank H. Woods as president to 
become chairman of the Board of Directors is in accord 
with a program he has been carrying out designed to 
lighten the responsibilities of administering the affairs of 
concerns and enterprises of which he has been the head. 
In his new capacity the Company will continue to benefit 
from his sage counsel and experience as a financier. 

He was one of the principal organizers of our Com- 
pany in 1903 when he was elected president and in spite 
of fierce and bitter competition from powerful Bell inter- 
ests piloted the youthful organization through to its estab- 


(Continued on page 15) 
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company experiments in 


NOTHER forward step has been taken by our Com- 
A pany in the development of its communication serv- 
ices. Last month an application was filed with the Federal 
Communications Commission for permission to install 
equipment to be used for highway mobile radiotelephone 
service on an experimental basis. This would consist of a 
radio transmitter and receiving station located in Lincoln 
which would operate in conjunction with radiotelephones 
placed in certain Company motor vehicles. Through 
experiments with this equipment a first hand knowledge 
of the operation and practicability of mobile radiotele- 
phone service will be gained. 

This type of service is designed to make possible a 
two-way conversation between a passenger in a motor 
vehicle and any telephone subscriber by the combined 
use of radio and telephone circuits. Initial tests and dem- 
onstrations elsewhere have been successful and have indi- 
cated its adaptability for the needs of physicians, truck- 
ing concerns, taxi service, bus lines, wholesale companies, 
traveling salesmen and others required to maintain com- 
munication facilities while traveling. Eventually, the serv- 
ice may become extended for use by larger groups of 
motorists, both within city limits and on the highway. 
When the service is fully developed, it is probable that 
radio receiving and transmitting stations will be located on 
principal highways at intervals of about 100 miles 
throughout the United States. This interval spacing will 
be necessary because of the relatively short range of trans- 
mitters operating on frequencies assigned by the F.C.C. 
for this purpose. 

The accompanying drawing illustrates the contem- 
plated location of the transmitter and receiving station as 
well as the operation of the experiments and ultimate use 
of the service on the highway. The transmitter probably 
will be situated on a high point near the general office 
building and the receiver in a suburban district relatively 
free from electrical interference. The equipment will be 
of the frequency modulation (FM) type in 6rder to elimi- 
nate static interference. 

In conducting the experiments, contacts between em- 
ployees in radio equipped vehicles will be made with 
others using regular telephones. The mobile radiotele- 
phones will be equipped with transmitters and receivers 
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This illustration shows the general plan of the proposed in- 
stallation of experimental equipment for mobile radiotelephone 
service. Certain company vehicles will be equipped with mobile 
radiotelephones including both transmitters and receivers. The 
hand piece similar to a regular telephone will be located on the 
dash. A radio transmitter will be installed on a high point near 
the General Office Building in Lincoln and a radio receiver lo- 
cated in a suburban district. Employees in vehicles will signal by 
radio to the receiving station where the call will automatically be 
routed to a long distance operator who will answer and complete 
the call to the desired person over telephone circuits. A two-way 
conversation may then be carried on as over regular telephones. 
In calling a mobile radio the long distance operator may selectively 
Signal any desired vehicle without signalling others. 


with hand pieces mounted on the dash of the vehicle. 
When the hand piece is raised and a button depressed a 
radio signal will be transmitted which will be picked up at 
the suburban receiving station and then relayed automa- 
tically to a long distance operator who will answer in the 
usual manner. She will then connect the desired tele- 
phone and a two way conversation may be carried on. 
When a call is placed from a telephone to a motor vehicle 
the calling party will ask for “long distance” and will in- 
form the operator with which vehicle he wishes to com- 
municate. The operator will then be able to selectively 
signal any desired vehicle without signalling any other. 
This will establish the connection and the conversation 
will proceed the same as over regular telephones. 


At such time as the service may be offered to the pub- 
lic it will operate something like this: a motorist driving 
between Lincoln and York will desire to talk to his home 
or office. He will raise a hand set receiver on the radio- 
telephone in his automobile which will signal the nearest 
highway receiving station from which point he will be 
automatically connected with a long distance operator. 
She will answer his call in exactly the same manner as if 
she were receiving a long distance call from a regular tele- 
phone. The motorist will inform her with whom he 
wishes to speak and the call will be routed over telephone 
lines to the desired party and the conversation will pro- 
ceed as over an ordinary telephone connection. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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At the Speakers’ Table were (left to right) Mavis Schiebinger, George Mann, Mrs. 
Alex Geist, Alex himself, G. O. Seaton, Mrs. Seaton, J. H. Agee and Mrs. Agee, 


Inside Service Wepartment Honored 


T WAS a neck and neck race across the finish line in 
the race between Lincoln departments for first honors 
in the Victory Loan Drive with the Inside Service Depart- 
ment nosing out the fast stepping Treasurer’s Department 


ee _ 
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Appearances are deceiving, for it wasn’t that kind of a party. 
The package wrapping contest required that each couple use but 
two hands between them. The winners, ’’Pep’’ Saunders and Mrs. 
Claude Walker are shown in the right foreground. Walt Stewart 
and Mrs, Saunders on their right seem to have run into a snag. 


by the small margin of three per cent. The Inside Service 
folks, sparked by the enthusiastic leadership of their two 
co-captains, George Mann and Alex Geist, ran up the 
impressive figure of 267% of their quota with the total 
in terms of money invested reaching $9,693.75. The con- 
test between areas 
was won for the 
second consecu- 
tive time by Ernie 
Wellman’s He- 
bron invincibles 
and a party will 
be given in Febru- 
ary in recognition 
of their accom- 
plishment. 


J Co-captains Alex Geist and George 
Honorin g the Mann, whose splendid leadership had 

; much to do with winning the party for the 
achievement of Inside Service Department. 


the winning team, 

a banquet and program of games and entertainment was 
given for members of the department and their wives or 
husbands on January 29 at the Cornhusker Hotel with an 
attendance of 65. The menu revived recollections of the 
holiday season with its servings of roast turkey and dress- 
ing and the time-honored trimmings with Ed Piper writ- 
ing a new page in the annals of such affairs by carefully 


gathering up the left-overs to take home for his brace of 
prize Springer Spaniels. 


Guy O. Seaton, chairman of the Victory Loan contest, 
opened the program with a brief account of the competi- 
tion. He congratulated the leading teams and their cap- 
tains and commended the unselfish efforts of the many 
employees who had backed up the objectives of the drive 
by their splendid efforts. He paid particular tribute to the 
fine showing of the team captains who both by their 
spirit and example assisted materially the success of the 
campaign. 


Responding in behalf of the honored guests represent- 
ing the Inside Service Department was their co-captain, 
Alex Geist, who with becoming modesty, gave full credit 
for the team’s attainment to the individual members who 
had responded in such a creditable manner to place the 
team as the victor in the contest. “It wasn’t the work of 
any one or a few,” Mr. Geist said, “But the united efforts 
on the part of everybody on the team that was responsible 
for our success. Naturally, we are happy that we were 
fortunate enough to come out ahead but we are more 
pleased in the knowledge that through our participation 
we were able to do our part in such a worthwhile under- 
taking.” 

Present among the guests were Mr. and Mrs. John 
Agee, Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Jackson and Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Hartley. Mr. Agee spoke briefly, extending his greet- 
ings and congratulations to the winning team and supple- 
menting his remarks with humorous reminiscing. 


Awaiting the call to dinner are Magdalen Heser, Lydia Schneider, 
Mrs. Belle Randall, Frances Clinton and Doris Sullivan. Yes, the 
camera lens is still intact, Miss Sullivan. 


These ladies manage the affairs and watch the calories for Lloyd 
Jenkins, Art King, Chet Harp, Henry Peachman and Charley 
Peachman, respectively. 


(Below): At the moment this picture was taken, the ringing voice 


of Co-captain Alex Geist was filling the room. George Mann thinks 
the speech is funny while Mrs. Geist is attentive but a bit critical. 


The program for the evening was in charge of Game 
Master J. S. Jackson who, as usual and with malice afore- 
thought, had a variety of games and stunts arranged for 
the amusement of the party-goers. Things got off to an un- 
scheduled start when George Mann insisted upon get- 
ting out in the middle of the floor and giving out with 
his own (We're sure no one else would claim it) version 
of “K-K-K-Katie, Beautiful Katie.” 

The situation was not improved when an un-named 
song leader in his first and (We promise) his last attempt 
at directing the vo- 
cal efforts of group 
singing tried his 
hand at leading the 
crowd in a program 
of old favorites. 
However, the sing- 
ing nevertheless 
was entered into 
with gusto and was 
further enjoyed be- 
cause of the piano 


music of the accom- Pianist Mavis Schiebinger struggled 
valiantly to keep the song-leader and his 
(Con. on page 23) lusty following in tune. 


The barber shop scene was enjoyed by all. Here we see Mrs, 
Clinton finishing up as A. B. Smith reaches for a tip. ..Mavis 
Schiebinger is about to release the General Manager while Mildred 
Dickenson puts the last touches to Bob Green before presenting 
him as the prize winner. 


We receive a smile from the Mesdames Pugsley, Clinton, Saun- 
ders, Agee and Seaton, in the lounge before the festivities began. 


At Right: Merriment ran high in the race where a card was 
passed down the line from nose to nose. Bill Hassler is trying to 
relay the card to Mrs. Charles Peachman, while Claude Walker 
“sweais out” his turn, 
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(Above) 1896: The present City Hall was then the Post Office and Stood alone in 
Government Square. To its left appears the old First National Bank building and 


farther left, on the street corner is the Union Block, site of Lincoln's first telephone 
exchange from 1879 to 1891. 


—Photo Courtesy Nebraska State Historical Society. 


(Left) Lincoln's first telephone building located at 132 So. 13th built in 1896 for 
the Bell Company. Note the inscription ‘Telephone Building” at the top. This scene 


was taken in 1903 as the newly formed “Automatic” company laid its underground 
cable in front of their competitor's Place of business. y a 


—Photo Courtesy Frank H. Woods. 


50th Anniversary of Lincoln’s 
First Telephone Building 


EBRUARY, 1946, marks the fif- 

tieth anniversary of a milestone in 
the history of the telephone in Lin- 
coln. For it was in that month in 
1896 that the infant telephone busi- 
ness responded to its growing pains 
and moved into a building of its own, 
designed and erected for the furnish- 
ing of telephone service to the peo- 
ple of the town. 


stories high with dimensions of 21 Ce ee ee 
by 65 feet and was built at a cost , 
of $34,300, which included the steam 
plant. On the third floor was in- 
stalled a switchboard of the “multi- 
ple bridging system” of the latest 
type then made, with a capacity of 
800 subscribers. The power board, 
main frame and storage batteries 
were also on this floor. The cost of 
the board and this equipment was 
$12,275. On the second floor was 
the business office, the manager’s 


The building, carrying the origi- 
nal inscription of “Telephone Build- 
ing,” still stands at 132 South 13th 
Street. Erected by the Nebraska 
Telephone Company for the Bell in- 
terests, it was proclaimed to be one 
of the handsomest and most thor- 
oughly equipped structures of its 
kind in the country. It was three 
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1907: The Bell traffic department could 


department and his private of fice, boast of having its share of the town’s 
feminine pulchritude. Modeling the fash- 


booths for connecti 

ection with most of ions of the day are, left to right, Mabel 
the surrounding towns and two of- Mapes, Maude Moore, Mae White and 
fj say Maude Clark, long distance operators. 
ices which were for rent. The store- 


—Photo Courtesy Mrs. G. B. Arnold. 
room and shipping department oc- 
cupied the first floor while the 


“mechanical de- 
partment, equip- 
ped with every 
known conven- 
lence’ was in the 
basement. Here 
also were termi- 
nated the seven 
cables of the city, 
each of 100 pairs 


and distributing through 9,000 feet 
of subway trench system. 


The exchange gave employment to 
more than twenty persons, twelve of 
whom were operators: Herman 
Eiche was manager, Orrin Lee the 
switchboard man and A. P. Hyatt 
the chief inspector. Two men were 
kept busy with line troubles and 
changes. Some other employees of 


(Continued on page 22 


1896: The Bell Company office force, left to right: Jennie Buncher, 
clerk; August Eiche, collector and Herman Eiche, manager. The desk 
shown in the picture had once been used by Casper E. Yost and, 


along with its massive swivel chair, was presented to Mr. Eiche after 
he became manager. 


—Photo Courtesy Herman Biche. 
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Edward S. Fisher Presents Valuahle 
Addition to Historical Collection 


HE recent presentation of a Blake 

transmitter to the Company's his- 
torical collection by Edward S. Fish- 
er, veteran plant department cm- 
ployee, culminated a long and hither- 
to fruitless search for this precious 
piece of equipment from early tele- 
phone days. Certainly one of the 
last survivors of this ancient and fa- 
mous item of telephone evolution, it 
has been in “Ned's” possession for 
almost thirty years, and only recent- 
ly has come to light. 

The history of this transmitter is 
essentially the history of the tele- 
phone itself, for it marked and was 
responsible for the first great step 
toward the expansion of the indus- 
try and the bridging of distances 
through the use of the telephone. 

The earliest form of the Bell tele- 
phone circuit was simply two lines 
of wire terminating at the poles of 
two magnetic instruments, with no 
battery. It performed satisfactorily 
in the experimental laboratory and 
for short distances where there was 


little interference from other elec- 


trical currents and slight danger of 


meeting with unexpected objects 
which might impede or deflect the 
current. To meét such obstacles, and 
at the same time to transmit a clear, 
distant message, there was need for 
a stronger current than that of the 
magnetic field of Bell’s original in- 
struments. 

Many brilliant electrical men of 
the day devoted themselves to the 
problem with varying success but the 
transmitter devised by Francis Blake, 
of Boston, in the fall of 1878 was 
far above the field in performance. 
Until the mid-eighties it was used 
almost exclusively by the Bell mo- 
nopoly with periodical improve- 
ments, some of which were bor- 
rowed from the Edison and Ber- 
liner inventions. 

The Blake was a hard carbon but- 
ton type of variable resistance trans- 
mitter, its innovation being that in- 
stead of having one of the electrodes 
held in fixed position while the other 
played against it with greater or less 
force from the vibration of the dia- 
phragm with which it was connected, 
both electrodes were supported in 


such a manner as to move freely with 


The famous Blake trans- 
mitter, great-grand-daddy to 
our present-day instrument 
of efficiency takes its place 
among the other items in the 
Company’s historical collec- 
tion. It was invented in 
Boston by Francis Blake 
in 1878 and although re- 
garded as the peer of its 
day, its fickle temperament 
was the cause of many 4&4 
headache among pioneer 

trouble shooters of early 

i telephone history. Mr, Fish- 
er has had it in his posses- 
sion for over thirty years 
after it had already served 
a life of usefulness, 
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Edward S,. Fisher 


the diaphragm. The outer electrode 
was heavily weighted so that its 
inertia would offer resistance to the 
rapid vibration of the diaphragm, 
thus producing a varying pressure in 
the circuit. The advantage of the 
free moving electrodes being that 
they were not so easily affected by 
temperature changes and their ad- 
justment was therefore more perma- 
nent. 

Compared to the present day 
transmitter, the Blake was indeed a 
delicate instrument and sadly lacking 
in power. Also it had a tendency 
to rattle or break contact when acted 
upon by loud noises. Once out of 
adjustment it had the temperament 
of a prima donna and would require 
many calls by the troubleman to 
bring it back to normalcy. It fell 
into decline with the appearance of 
the carbon granule transmitter, first 
introduced by Hunnings, an English- 
man, which was purchased and per- 
fected by the Bell interests. This 
transmitter held sway from 1886 to 
1890 when the solid back model was 
introduced. 

Some of the ancient Blakes were 
still in service and performing with 
some sort of satisfaction until well 
after the turn of the century, and 
most telephone men of forty years 
or more of service can recall with- 
out relish their experiences in at- 


tempting to adjust these fickle relics, 


The homing instinct, a mystery which 
has long been pondered by the better 
minds among naturalists, accounted for 
the reappearance of ten more Honor Roll 
employees during the month. While sev- 
eral of them ‘had been discharged during 
December, the affairs of the holidays kept 
them within the family circle until too 
late to be reported in last month’s issue 
of the News. The effect of the slowing 
up process in granting discharges from the 
services is reflected in the small number of 
veterans returning in late weeks, although 
but 61 of the 137 employees who entered 
the services, are still wearing the khaki or 


the blue. 
Sgt. RAY CHAMBERS returned from 


the occupational force in Germany to re- 
ceive his discharge at Fort Leavenworth 
on December 31. Ray has the distinction 
of having observed, nearly fourteen years 
ago, the Jap fighting man and his meth- 
ods. At that time he was stationed with 
an infantry regiment in Shanghai, China, 
when the Japanese seized upon an excuse 
to attack the Chinese in the Chapai area, 
which adjoined the settlement under 
American protection. The story of that 
experience appeared in the May, 1945, 
News. Mr. Chambers expects to return 
to his work in the construction department 
in the near future. 


DONAVIN FRANKFORTER, ground- 
man in the construction department was 
also released at Fort Leavenworth on the 
last day of the old year. Donavin is a 
Tobias resident and entered the army in 
October, 1942. He trained in Kansas, 
Tennessee and Mississippi with the 302nd 
Infantry and sailed for overseas in late 
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There comes good news from T/5 ROL- 
LAND R. WINDERS that he is well on the 
way home, in fact he will probably be 
with us by the time these words appear 
in type. Rolly comes from the supply de- 
partment where he worked as clerk in the 
automotive section until he went to war 
im March, 1943. He is the son of Rex 
Winders, veteran combinationman of the 
Lincoln service department. 


July, 1944, serving in the European 
Theater. 


S/Sgt. WILMA F. McINTIRE, first of 
our girls to answer the call to the colors, 
received her discharge from the Women’s 
Army Corps at Camp Beale, California on 
December 17. Wilma’s army record dates 
from October, 1942, when she left the 
Lincoln Business Office to report at Fort 
Des Moines. She spent some months at 
Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia before being as- 
signed to the Post Headquarters Company 
at Lemoore Field, California in Septem- 
ber, 1943. 


Capt. F. W. (Bill) 
MORRIS returned to his 
position in the Lincoln 
Business Office on January 
15, ten days after his being 
granted a terminal leave. In 
his thirty-nine months of 
military service he  fol- 


At left: Private fox-hole 
of Bill Morris near Wessell, 
Germany before the Rhine 
crossing. Bill had adopted a 
dog, ‘‘Laddie’’ who shared 
his quarters with him but 
who always got there first 
when things got rough. 
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lowed a training course. through New 
Jersey, Tennessee, Alabama and Pennsyl- 
vania, sailing for overseas service in 
August, 1944. He saw service in France, 
Belgium and Germany while in command 
of a signal company and received his 
great thrill of the war as an anti climax 
when his ship ran headlong into the great 
December storm on the homeward voy- 
age. Bill swears that there was not a min- 
ute during the four days of the storm’s 
height that there seemed to be a chance of 
the ship weathering the pounding of the 
seas for another hour. 


T/Sgt. ENNO I. DEVRIES again ap- 
pears in his old role as lineman in the con- 
struction department after forty-six 
months in the army. Enno received his 
basic training at Fort Bliss, Texas, and 
later was stationed at Richmond, Virginia 
and Fort Fisher, North Carolina. He sailed 
for England in January, 1944, and crossed 
the continent in mid-June, finding that 
the first chore of his anti-aircraft bat- 
talion was to clear the German dead from 
their area. It was here that he gained 
a whole-hearted respect for land mines 
and booby traps, after having several nar- 
row escapes from their deadly blasts. Enno 
resumed his work on January 7, 


(Above): Lt. Bill Morris at Schwerin, 
Germany. The odd looking contrivance 
mounted on the tripod behind him is a 
lister bag, which contains the sanitary 
water supply. 


DELBERT C. MUTCHIE has returned 
to the construction department as a pro- 
tege of “Swede’’ Foster, a job he left in 
August, 1942, when he enlisted in the 
Navy. After several month's duty at 
Great Lakes, Del was transferred to the 
Naval Training Center at Toledo and in 
the fall of 1943 to the Canal Zone. Here 
he served as galley cook for a year when 
he returned to Miami, Florida and was at- 
tached to the Naval Air Station there. His 
release was effective on November 2 and 
he resumed his job on January 10. 


M/Sgt. GEORGE A. WASSON, com- 
pleting the longest journey of any of our 
“dry land fighters” started off the New 
Year with the resumption of his vocation 
as truck driver in the construction depart- 
ment. George's military itinerary began 
at Camp Crowder, Missouri in December, 
1942, traced through England, France, 
Belgium, Germany and Okinawa; the last 
two posts being separated by a distance 
of 13,000 miles, more or less. He served 
throughout the war as a member of the 
32nd Signal Construction Battalion. 


GEORGE H. RAMSEY, of the Lincoln 
service department, reports his release 
from the Navy in the fore part of January. 
He joined the service in May, 1944 and 
following his basic training at Great Lakes, 
he was sent to the quartermaster school at 
Gulfport, Mississippi. In January, 1945, 


Sgt. Lloyd J. Voter who, until November 
1943, plied ‘his trade as combinatfionman 
in the Hastings plant department. At pres- 
ent, as a member of a signal service group 
in the occupational forces in the Pacific 
he is mainly splicing cable and making 
himself generally useful in rebuilding the 
tangled communication system. 


he embarked on the carrier, U.S.S. In- 
trepid, serving in the quartermaster di- 
vision until his release. After a well earned 
rest at his home in York, George plans 
on returning to his employment in the 
switchroom in Lincoln. 

Capt. WALDO J. McDOWELL is once 
again radiating charm from behind the 
counter of the Lincoln Business Office 
after forty months in army uniform. The 
new and long deserved bars of a captain 
were added shortly before his being placed 


Marine Captures Objective 


Marine is now “well in hand.” 


As a culmination of a whirl-wind court- 
ship, George L. Burt of the construction 
department and Norma Roeder of the Lin- 
coln service department exchanged mar- 
riage vows on December 15, last, at Madi- 
son, Nebraska. Norma avers that the set- 
ting for the wedding was anything but 
romantic, for it was six below zero, and 
the county court house sat on a wind- 
swept hill six blocks away from the bus 
depot. Her flowers, says she, were frozen 
so solidly by the time they had traversed 
the distance that they rattled like casta- 
nets as she trotted along at the side of the 
long striding ex-Marine. 

George returned to employment as a 
cable splicers’ helper last June, being 
among the first of our veterans to be re- 
leased from service. His enlistment with 
the Marines dated from July, 1942. Al- 
though trained for work as radar observer 


on terminal leave on January 18. To one 
of Waldo’s warlike background his experi- 
ence in the service was nothing short of 
ironical. With a razor-sharp skinning knife 
and his grand daddy’s old muzzle loader, 
Waldo appeared at the Omaha Signal 
Corps recruiting center in September, 
1942, demanding blood and action. He 
was gently escorted to a chair, given a 
pencil and told to figure up the com- 
mand’s telephone bill and for the next 
two years worked diligently at the con- 
tracting and paying of telephone accounts 
for the Seventh Service Command. The 
past year he has been with the Omaha 


Signal Center supervising the work of the 
area's T.W.X. network. He rejoined the 


Business Office ranks on January 28. 


Above: A picture which shows Lt. Lloyd 
Cleveland to better advantage than some 
of prior publication. A veteran of a year’s 
service in West Africa, Lloyd is currently 
on the staff at Fort Monmouth, New Jer- 
sey, and hails from the Lincoln business 
office. 

At right: Yeoman Virgil D. Warren 
served aboard the carriers Essex, Bunker 
Hill and Yorktown and was awarded the 
Purple Heart in July, 1944, for wounds re- 
ceived in action on the Bunker Hill. He 
entered the Navy in June, 1943. 
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Mr. and Mrs. George Burt 


in aircraft defense George took a shooting 
part in many of the Marines’ brilliant 
battles in the Solomons region, 


Norma is also a veteran of several hard 
fought battles. As captain of last year’s 
girl’s softball team she will be long re- 
membered as the ace third baseman who 
was never at a loss for words. 


Lt. Col. B. I. (FRITZ) NOBLE arrived 
home from Weisbaden, Germany on the 
day before Christmas and upon _ re- 
ceipt of a terminal leave, arranged for 
his return to work with the Company on 
February 1. Upon his enlistment in Sep- 
tember, 1942, Fritz was commissioned a 
lieutenant and took his preliminary work 
at Miami, Florida and Maxwell Field, Ala- 
bama. In May, 1943 he was promoted 
to captain and installed as post signal of- 
ficer at Tyndall Field, Florida. Later he 
served in the same position at Newport 
Field, Arkansas. He was on the water in 
July, 1944 and until war’s end was at- 
tached to the signal section, headquarters 
of the 12th Army Group. He received 
his Major's gold leaves in December, 
1944 and a year later was elevated to 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
VERN O. AMICK, T/5 to Set. 
W. J. McDOWELL, Ist Lt. to Capt. 
F. W. MORRIS, 1st Lt. to Capt. 
RICHARD VAN ANDEL, Cpl. to Set. 
PHILIP J. GARVEY, ist Lt. to Capt. 
W. W. EDEN, EM 2/C to EM 1/C. 


Returning Veterans Back 


On the Job Now Total 


. Enno I. DeVries 


W. J. McDowell 


‘ 


George Wasson 


Boyd Wedgwood 


With the addition of sixteen more 
names during the month of January, the 
list of veterans who have returned to their 
positions with the Company totals exactly 
fifty. A noticeable trait among the last 
group of discharged servicemen was that 
most of them wasted no time in making a 
bee-line back to the job which is most 
encouraging from several points of view. 
Aside from the fact that those who were 
left on the home front are thrilled to greet 
these boys and girls who come back from 
over the far horizon, the infusion of 
young blood was beginning to be urgently 
needed in our organization, for denied 
the normal influx of youth into the per: 
sonnel channels, the ages of those who 
carried on mounted with the alarming age 


. Bs mance Sore 


Delbert Mutchie 


Earl Schemmerhorn 


gregate of several hundred years during 
the course of the war. 


Of the group who are no longer in 
uniform, only thirteen have been removed 
from the leave of absence status. Two 
did not survive the war, two have reen- 
listed, two of our girls married and en- 
tered the profession of homekeepers while 
seven have accepted other employment. 


Brief accounts of the military careers 
of the January returnees appear in the fol- 
lowing and under “Service Stars.” 


PHILIP J. GARVEY, Lincoln service 
department combinationman reported 
back for work with the dawn of January 
2 after nearly four years absence in the 
course of his latest and second term of 
military service. Phil entrained in Febru- 
ary, 1942 and served in the post signal 
service company at Fort Riley, Kansas until 
the next December. An opportunity to at- 
tend Officers’ Candidate School took him 
to Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, where, in 
May, 1943, he graduated as second lieu- 
tenant. He occupied various posts 
throughout the breadth of the country 
until January, 1944, when he was sent 
overseas to engage in the campaigns of 
Italy, France and Germany. He has just 
received a pleasant surprise in a Captain's 
commission, effective February first. 
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Fifty 


John Shipp 
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Clyde Whittington 


Donald Wrede 


EARL J. SCHEMMERHORN, former- 
ly combinationman at Wymore has re- 
turned to the same position with the 
Beatrice plant department. He entered 
service as a technical sergeant when the 
Company cadre was activated December 
17, 1942. Early training periods were at 
Camp Crowder, Missouri and North Fort 
Lewis, Washington. The balance of his 
army life was spent in the Yukon coun- 
try, as line superintendent. He resumed 
his employment on January 2. 


BOYD M. WEDGWOOD left his 
post as shopman in the supply department 
February 20, 1942, and returned to it 
January 7, 1946. During the intervening 
years he labored through the gamut of 
army ratings from private to master sger- 


(Continued on page 22 


A MEETING of district and area 


+ managers, chief operators, de- 
partment staff members, wife chiefs 
and foremen was held in Lincoln on 
February 1 at the Cornhusker 
Hotel. Addressing the gathering 
were President Frank H. Woods, 
Vice-president and General Man- 
aget John H. Agee and department 
heads with the subjects in general be- 
ing the status and general outlook 
of the Company. 


Mr. Woods had been out of the 
city and his appearance on the pro- 
gram was an unexpected pleasure. 
He spoke extemporaneously rem1- 
niscing upon experiences and events 
which had taken place during his 
long and varied career in business 
and relating some very timely 
thoughts concerning the affairs of 
the Company. 


In Mr. Agee’s annual report he 
said that gross revenue for 1945 
reached an all time high with most 
of the increase being in toll revenue. 
However, expenses such as taxes, 
wages and material costs also rose 
to the extent that our net operating 
income was less than in 1940. Dur- 
ing the period from 1941 to 1945 


wages rose from $1,230,446 to 
$2,197,229, or 78.5% according to 
his report. 


He also outlined briefly our plans 
for post war operations which in- 
clude a program of dial conversions 
and rebuilding and enlarging our 
plant facilities in many points. New 
exchange buildings, including those 
at Plattsmouth, Tecumseh, and Has- 
tings also will be erected. Public re- 
lations was discussed with the gen- 
eral manager stating that the coop- 
eration of employees in all depart- 
ments in their daily contact with our 
customers was most essential in this 
important activity. 


Following Mr. Agee’s report each 
of the department heads presented 
a review of plans and operations 
from the viewpoint of his depart- 


ment. 


Commercial operations with par- 
ticular emphasis on the dial conver- 
sion program, sales stimulation and 
public relations was discussed by 


Company Plans and Progress 


Discussed at Lincoln Meeting 
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Mr. Frank H. Woods is shown addressing the gathering in an extemporaneous talk. 
The meeting coincided with his 78th birthday and was his last official appearance as 
President before an employee group. Only a small portion of the attendance of 130 was 


within camera range. 


Merle M. Hale, general commercial 
superintendent. Forty-seven ex- 
changes during 1946 and 1947 will 
be converted to dial operation, in- 
cluding the area points of Hastings, 
Plattsmouth and Tecumseh if mate- 
rials’ and equipment are available. 
Directory revenues for 1945 reached 
an all time peak, the total amounting 
to $103,366.84. 


F. E. Behm, general plant superin- 
tendent, talked about ““New Types of 
Rural Construction,” referring to car- 
rier circuits over power lines, long 
span construction, higher poles to 
eliminate tree trimming expense, and 
other developments in plant con- 
struction. Lack of equipment and 
manpower during the war, he said, 
had resulted in outworn and insut- 
ficient plant facilities in many places. 
These deficiencies will be remedied 
as soon as possible, he stated. 


The “Revised Pension and Em- 
ployee Benefit Plan” was I. J. 
Devoe’s topic. Mr. Devoe went 
through the Plan explaining the vart- 
ous points of the amended plan. 


C. C. Donley, general traffic sup- 
erintendent, gave a discussion of 
radio telephony and “through toll” 
dialing. The former is referred to in 
another article of this issue of the 
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“News.” “Through toll” dialing, he 
said, would permit long distance op- 
erators to reach stations in other 
cities through dial switching equip- 
ment by merely dialing ten or less 
digits. The elimination of manual 
operation of going through one or 
more intermediate operators, he said, 
would greatly speed up the toll serv- 
ice and lower its cost. 


A comprehensive review of per- 
sonnel activities was given by Guy 
©. Seaton, personnel director, and 
H. H. Wheeler, Jr., chief engineer, 
concluded the speaking program 
with a highly interesting and in- 
formative talk which he titled, 
“Some Personal Views.” 


An open forum was then con- 
ducted with Mr. Agee answering 
questions which had been written 
out previously and placed in a “ques- 
tion box.” This portion of the pro- 
gram permitted a general expression 
of thought and was very interesting 
and worthwhile. Similar forums 
doubtless will be included as a part of 
future meetings. 


ee 


The United States has half the 
world’s telephones and every day 
Americans hold 85 million conversa- 
tions. 


Executive Organization Changes 


Hale named General Commercial Superintendent. 
Noble appointed assistant to the Vice-President 


and General Manager. 


Merle M. Hale 


| De major executive appoint- 
ments were made during the first 
part of February. 


Merle M. Hale was made general 
commercial superintendent after hav- 
ing served as acting general commer- 
cial superintendent for the past year 
and B. J. Noble was appointed as as- 
sistant to the vice-president and gen- 
eral manager following his recent 
return from a term of overseas duty 
with the Army Signal Corps. 


The election of Mr. Hale as gen- 
eral commercial superintendent testi- 
fies to the able and competent man- 
ner in which he carried out his re- 
sponsibilities in the direction of com- 
mercial functions during his initial 
year as the head of this department. 
His first telephone experience dates 
back to 1919 when he entered the 
Company as a groundman. He later 
joined the Commercial Department 
in January, 1925 and was made di- 
rectory and methods supervisor in 
1929 on the staff of the general com- 
mercial superintendent. In 1935 he 
was promoted to the position of 
commercial engineer holding this 
title until his appointment in Janu- 
ary, 1945 as acting general commer- 
cial superintendent. 

Both men are well known for their 
interest in civic and community af- 
fairs. Mr. Hale is a past master and 
trustee of Lancaster Lodge No. 54. 


B. I. Noble 


A. F. & A. M., trustee of the Mason- 
ic Home at Plattsmouth, chairman 
of the Masonic-Eastern Star Student 
Fund Committee and past patron of 
Temple Chapter No. 271. O. E. §. 
He is an active member of the Lin- 
coln Chamber of Commerce and 
Kiwanis and past president of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the In- 
dependent Pioneer Telephone Asso- 
ciation. He currently holds the posi- 
tion of vice-president of the Tele- 
phone Employees Cooperative Credit 
Association. He received his Bache- 
lor of Science degree from the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska in 1925. 


Mr. Noble’s telephone career be- 
gan with our Company in 1927 when 
he was employed as a groundman in 
the Construction Department. He 
subsequently held the position of 
plant statistician in 1930 and in 
February, 1934, was promoted to 
the staff of the general commer- 
cial superintendent as sales super- 
visor. In August, 1939, he went to 
York as area manager holding this 
position until his entry into the army 
in August, 1942. In his present ca- 
pacity he will be principally respon- 
sible for the direction of the Com- 
pany'’s policies and activities in re- 
spect to public relations and will act 
as liaison officer between the general 
manager and department heads. 


Mr. Noble is past president of the 
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Lincoln Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce and past national director of 
the U. S. Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. He was the recipient in 1937 
of the Distinguished Service Award 
presented by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce to the young man most 
outstanding in community services 
and has held other important posts 
both in Lincoln and York in civic 
and welfare organizations. He at- 
tended the University of Nebraska 
and is a member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Pioneer Telephone Association. 


The bronze Star was awarded to 
Mr. Noble for meritorious service 
with the 12th Army Group where he 
held the commission of Lt. Colonel 
while acting as Plans Officer for the 
signal section at the headquarters of 
General Omar Bradley’s command. 
He was overseas from May, 1944, to 
August, 1945, seeing duty in Eng- 
land, France, Luxembourg and Ger- 
many and returning last December 
24 in time to spend Christmas. with 
his family. 


Myrtle Hiner 
Suffers Loss in Fire 


ANUARY 17 will be a date not 

soon forgotten for Myrtle Hiner, 
cashier in the Lincoln business office. 
It was on this day that a fire broke 
out in the building in which her 
apartment was located resulting in a 
material loss of some of her posses- 
sions. When word was received of 
the fire Myrtle rushed home in time 
to get a tantalizing view of the blaze 
as it spread from an adjoining apart- 
ment to hers, destroying or damaging 
her drapes, furniture and many per- 
sonal possessions. 


The apartment is being rebuilt and 
she plans to resume her former resi- 
dence when the work is completed. 
In the meantime she is temporarily 
located in company with the weary 
hosts of persons battling the shortage 
of housing facilities. 


It is said that a chip on the 
shoulder is about the heaviest 


load anyone can carry. 


Employee Associations 


Elect Officers 

He a meetings of the Em- 
ployees’ Mutual Benefit Associa- 

tion and the Employees’ Cooperative 

Association were held in January re- 

sulting in the election of directors 

and officers for the coming year. 

Officers for both groups were re- 
elected. These are G. O. Seaton, 
president; C. C. Donley, vice-presi- 
dent; M. W. Franklin, secretary and 
George Barney, treasurer for the 
former group and F. E. Behn, presi- 
dent; Merle Hale, vice-president; R. 
H. Spohn, secretary, and Lloyd Lyne, 
treasurer for the latter. 

Both organizations are operating 
in splendid condition, according to 
reports of the respective secretaries. 
The Benefit Association enjoyed a 
growth of 21 members last month 
bringing the total membership to 
426 which includes employees in all 
departments except Traffic. When 
the organization was formed it was 
not possible to obtain the required 
759% membership from this depart- 
ment, however, Traffic participation 
will be welcomed at such time as the 
necessary number express a desire 
for these benefits, according to Presi- 
dent Seaton. At the recent meeting 
of the directors, certain provisions 
for benefit payments were increased 
and it was decided to permit the ac- 
ceptance of applicants, heretofore 
unable to participate because of 
known physical disabilities, in cases 
where liabilities for such disabilities 
were agreed to be waived and where 
the applicant’s condition otherwise 
was deemed satisfactory. 

The Credit Association, formed 
in May, 1936, now has a membership 
of 410. Savings accounts have in- 
creased substantially during recent 
years and the number of loans have 
fallen off, principally because of the 
war time shortage of items for pur- 
chase through loans, such as auto- 
mobiles, radios, refrigerators and 
the like. However, during the past 
year 181 loans were negotiated for a 
total of $51,444.31. Loans made since 
May, 1936 total $853,152.97 which 
is indicative of the need for such 
service and the helpfulness of the 
Association to its members. 


Employees’ Blood Type Record Formed 


Pictured below are some of the employees from Lincoln who last month 
visited the State Health Department’s offices for the purpose of giving a 
small portion of blood in order to have it “typed.” Some 100 employees repre- 
senting all departments volunteered for the project from which it has been 
possible to institute a blood type record which will be available to all em- 
ployees throughout the Company in cases of emergency blood transfusion 


requirements. 


As explained by Health Department officers, there are several different 
types of blood and since it is necessary that the blood used for the trans- 
fusion be of the same type as the patient’s it is important that a record be 


The folks don’t seem particularly 
worried at the prospect of having 
some blood taken. Above, left to 
right, L. H. Pierce, Chet Harp, Art 
Lamberson, Lee Schleniz, A. B. Waters 
and Earl Rsker. Right, Dorothe Kolb 
Olsen, Mary Ann Hedstrom, Gloria 
Zier. and Evelyn Pruss. 


Both Associations are operated by 
and solely for the benefit of the em- 
ployees who make up their member- 
ship and applications from employees 
who may not belong now will be 
welcomed. Employees who have 
been on the full time payroll for sixty 
days may join the Benefit Associa- 
tion without a physical examination 
provided application is received with- 
in 91 days following their employ- 
ment. After this period a physical 
examination will be required. Ap- 
plication may be made immediately 
upon employment to become effec- 
tive at the end of sixty days. 


All full time employees on the 
regular payroll are eligible to mem- 
bership to the Credit Association as 
soon as they are employed. Applica- 
tions to either group may be made to 
any officer or director of the respec- 
tive Associations. 


af 13 Ye 


available for wse on 
short notice in emer- 
gencies. 

The record already 
has been put to use, the 
first donor, appropriate- 
ly being Guy Seaton 
who originally suggest- 
ed the plan. Mr. Seaton 
was able to supply blood 
to Mrs. C. C. Perryman 
who is now getting along 
fine. 


Ladies’ Pioneer Party 
Set For March Ist 
E ARE informed by Mrs Flor- 


ence Tatman, chairman of the 
Women’s Activities Committee of 
the Telephone Pioneers Association 
that the ladies are all set for their 
big annual get-together which will 
be held this year on March 1 at the 
Lincoln Y. W. C. A. A tempting 
menu has been arranged and the in- 
teresting program will feature col- 
ored pictures of the Annual Pilgrim- 
age in Natchez, Mississippi as shown 
by Madeline Brown of Lincoln, 
something very special, we are told. 
Also on the program will be the 
world renowned mind reader and 
Hindu mystic, “Hassen Ben Con- 
scious” who will brave the hazards 
of a “ladies only” gathering in an at- 
tempt to pierce the mysteries of fem- 
inine mental processes. 


Nelson and Giles 
Reported "Killed in Action” 


Lavelle E, Giles 


Robert R. Nelson 


WO gold stars representing two 

heroic fellow employees who paid 
the supreme sacrifice in the service 
of their country now adorn our Serv- 
ice Flag. 

A/S Robert R. Nelson, former 
groundman in the Construction De- 
partment at Lincoln from June to 
October of 1943, was reported by the 
Navy Department on April 15, 1945 
as “missing in action” and _ his 
mother, Mrs. Bessie M. Nelson of 
Lincoln, recently received the fateful 
news that he was then listed as 
“killed in action.” The naval battle 
took place aboard the ill-fated Ajir- 
craft Carrier Franklin during the as- 
sault on Okinawa when the Japs 
were sending their last desperate 
waves of Kamikaze planes against 
our fleet. One of the suicide pilots 
succeeded in breaking through our 
wall of flak and machine gun fire 
to crash on the deck of the Franklin 
instantly killing and wounding many 
men and badly disabling the ship. 
Robert was one of the casualties of 
this disaster. 

Cpl. Lavelle E. Giles was also re- 
ported “missing in action” following 
a raid over Berlin on February 3, 
1945 when he was shot down dur- 
ing a mission as a radio operator and 
gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress. 
Two parachutes were observed to 
open after the plane was hit and it 
was fervently hoped Lavelle had suc- 
ceeded in making a safe landing. 
However, no definite word concern- 
ing his fate has ever been received 
and two other members of the crew 
have been reported as found so the 
assumption is that he went down 
with his plane. Official word from 
the War Department was received 


by his family last month that he had 
been listed as ‘killed in action.” His 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Giles and his wife, Mrs. Lillian Giles, 
live in Table Rock. He was em- 
ployed with our Company as a 
groundman in the Construction De- 
partment in May, 1943 and entered 
the service the following August. 

Mrs. Giles recently received the 
Purple Heart from the Government 
as a posthumous award to her hus- 
band. She also holds a Certificate 
of Valor signed by President Tru- 
man. 


Long Distance 
Rates Reduced 


OR the 13th time since 1927 the 
rates applying to our Long Dis- 

tance service have been reduced. The 
latest reduction, effective February 
1, applies to interstate calls in dis- 
tances between 340 and 2,140 miles. 
Calls to points within the state or 
less than 340 miles will not be af- 
fected. 

Reduced rates apply on a nation- 
wide basis and are the result of nego- 
tiations between the A. T. and T. 
Company and the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. A nation-wide 
reduction of $20,000,000 in revenue 
is estimated and about $400,000 will 
be borne by Independent Companies 
of which our Company will stand its 
proportionate share. 


Additions to 
Employees Library 
OUR new books were added dur- 


ing January to the material in the 
employees library which is located in 
Room 219 of the general office 
building in Lincoln. New reading 
material of both a fictional and tech- 
nical nature is being added regularly 
and all employees are cordially in- 
vited to come in and look around and 
to check out books which meet their 
fancy. 

Latest editions include: “Those 
Other People” by Mary King 
O’Donnell, “The Townsman” by 
John Sedges, ‘The House That Hate 
Built’ by Sara Elizabeth Mason, and 
“Escape While I Can” by Melba 
Marlett. 
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Mae Meduna Wins 


Suggestion Award 
AE MEDUNA of Wahoo was 


the recipient last month of a nice 
award for her very good idea con- 
cerning the method of handling in- 
cidental pur- 
chases with the 
object of facili 
tating the routine 
and _ eliminating 
much time and 
detail work for 
both the'pur- 
chaser and the 
employees who 
handle such mat- 
ters. 

Miss Meduna’s suggestion is repre- 
sentative of the worthwhile ideas be- 
ing received under the new Em- 
ployees’ Suggestion Plan and of the 
thought and knowledge upon which 
they are founded. The Employees’ 
Suggestion Committee at Lincoln will 
be glad to receive any ideas that you 
think would be beneficial. 


Mae Meduna 


Telephone Service 
Reopened to Japan 

HE A. T. and T. Company an- 

nounced recently that radio-tele- 
phone service to Japan has been re- 
opened. The cost of a three minute 
call between Tokyo and any point 
in the United States is $12.00. 

Initially, all calls must be filed and 
placed from Japan and will be limited 
to military and naval personnel. Be- 
cause of conditions there it will be 
impossible to complete calls placed in 
this country to Japan. Calls will be 
handled in a single center in Tokyo 
and will be limited to three minutes. 


THe following claims were paid by 
the Employees Mutual Benefit 
Association during January, 1946: 

Primary members: R. J. Donald- 
son, Lincoln Supply Department, 
$20.80; P. A. Schmeltzer, Construc- 
tion Department, $33.00; Alvina R. 
Miller, Lincoln Accounting Depart- 
ment, $5.00; L. W. Neff, Lincoln 
Service Department, $64.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. F. E. Behm, 
$6.75; Leigh Metcalf, $36.75; Mrs. L. 
W. Neff, $3.75, Lincoln. 
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Frank H. Woods Retires 
(Continued from page 2) 


lished position by virtue of his genius 
aS an organizer and . financier. 
Among the first to recognize the po- 
tentialities and superiority of opera- 
tion of the “automatic” telephone, he 
instituted Lincoln’s dial system dur- 
ing the first year of operations in 
spite of doubt and ridicule from oth- 
er industry leaders. His judgment, 
as in sO many other cases, has proven 
sound and today the movement of 
conversions of telephone exchanges 
to dial operation is nation-wide. 


Probably the most outstanding ac- 
complishment of his long and varied 
career was the part he played in the 
struggle between the Bell and Inde- 
pendent telephone companies. In 
1911, while he was serving as presi- 
dent of the newly formed National 
Independent Telephone Association, 
numerous independent telephone 
companies, operating exchanges in 
the United States, were engaged in 
bitter warfare with the Bell inter- 
ests. This competition threatened to 
plunge the whole telephone industry 
into chaos and bankruptcy. A com- 
mittee of seven, of which Frank H. 
Woods was chairman, was appointed 
by the Independent association to 
negotiate with a committee repre- 
senting the Bell organizations. 

After seven months of continuous 
negotiation, a plan was worked out 
for the elimination of competing ex- 
changes in the various cities and 
towns and for the furnishing of na- 
tional toll service to all exchanges. 
The adoption of this plan provided 


unified, consolidated telephone serv- 
ice for the whole United States and 
resulted both in marked improve- 
ment in service to the public and in 
establishing the industry on a sound 
financial basis. 


Mr. Woods’ interests in the tele- 
phone business extend over North 
and South America and to the 
Philippine Islands where service dis- 
rupted by the war is now being re- 
stored. He is widely regarded as a 
foremost industrial leader and astute 
financier, holding interests in and 
undertaking a substantial part in the 
direction of several major enterprises. 
Included in these are the Automatic 
Electric Company, the Sahara Coal 
Company, the Associated Telephone 
and Telegraph Company and the 
Addressograph-Multigraph Corpora- 
tion. He is a director of the Harris 
Trust and Savings Bank of Chicago 
and many other corporations. 


He has always taken a deep in- 
terest in community and welfare ac- 
tivities, having served as president 
of the Lincoln Chamber of Com- 
merce, a member of the Park Ad- 
visory Board of Lincoln and a trustee 
in the Lincoln Y.M.C.A. and 
Y.W.C.A. Prominent also in Uni- 
versity of Nebraska affairs, he is a 
past president of the Alumni Asso- 
ciation and as trustee of the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska Foundation he has 
devoted much effort to placing the 
Foundation on a sound footing and is 
responsible in large measure for its 
successful operation. In June, 1944 
he was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal, given by the Univer- 
sity to outstanding alumni and in 
May, 1945 received from the Univer- 
sity an honorary doctorate of laws, a 
most signal mark of distinction. 

Mr. Woods is in excellent health 
and his keenness and vigor belie the 
78 years of his strenuous career. He 
enjoys many things in life, likes the 
good company of friends, is an inter- 
ested follower of sports, plays a mean 
hand of bridge and is a fisherman of 
renown. Truly a remarkable man 
for whom life never lacks in interest 
and through whose enterprise and 
foresight the careers of many have 
been launched and their lives en- 
riched. 
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Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the 25th of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The “News” accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


WANTED 
9 


~ or 3 room furnished apartment. Mrs. 
Norma Burt, Lincoln, Ext. 50. 


1911 annual report of the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission, for the Pio- 
neers Historical Collection—A. O. An- 
drews, Traffic Department Lincoln. 


SUMMARY OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 


Made to the Department of Banking, 
State of Nebraska by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Employes Co-operative Credit Asso- 
ciation of Lincoln, Nebraska, at the close 
of business December 31, 1945. 


RESOURCES 
Loans to Members. ........................- $ 41,781.16 
Federal, State and Municipal 
Bonds) @... 4 eee Sar hE Lee! 75,000.00 
Other Approved Investments ...... 18,168.66 
Cash on Hand and Due from 
IBankss mete. Sek eg Oe hs 16,856.10 
Other Resources. ..............2.......0.400--+- 937.26 
Total eee a See ee 5! $152,343.18 
LIABILITIES 
Share Capital Paid in by 
Members *2 te 2.2.92 We eA $ 22,733.25 


Deposits of Members (Savings) 126,387.32 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve for 


Contingencies) ....................2...ccceeee ee 2,245.97 
Undivided Profits ..........000000..0000..... 949.74 
Other Liabilities ...........00000000. 426.90 

ROCA) Bs tect cg ee eee ae al $152,343.18 


STATE OF NEBRASKA } & 
County of Lancaster free 

We, the President, the Secretary, and a 
majority of the Supervisory Committee of 
the Lincoln Telephone Employes Co-oper- 
ative Credit Association of Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, do solemnly swear that the fore- 
going statement of the condition of the 
said association is true and correct, to the 
best of our knowledge and belief. 


I. J. DEVOE 

H, W, POTTER 

F. M. STRASSER 
Supervisory Committee. 

F. E. BEHM, President. 

R. H. SPOHN, Secretary. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
3lst day of January, 1946. 
(Seal) H. GESSNER, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires April 9, 1947. 


Salesman: “I represent the Mountain 
Woolen Mills, lady. Would you be inter- 
ested in some coarse yarns?” 

Gram'ma: “I shore would, stranger. Set 
down and tell me a couple.” 


PROMOTIONS, 


is 
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R. C. Boling 
Const. Foreman 
General Plant 


Marion Boyle 
Assistant Chief 
Operator 
York 


Commercial 

Eggerss, Chauncey, manager LAAF to 
commercial representative, Lincoln. 

Goldenstein, Lois M, A&L operator, traf- 
fic to clerk, Hastings. 

Lahr, Richard, groundman, plant to clerk, 
Lincoln. 

McDowell, Waldo, returned from mili- 
tary service to commercial representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 

Morris, Frederick, returned from military 
service to commercial representative, 
Lincoln. 

Pruss, Evelyn, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 


. 


Plant 


Boling, R. C., sub foreman, construction 
department, to construction foreman, 
general plant. 

Caldwell, Perry, combinationman, Clay 
Center, to switchman, service depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

Connors, Charles E., groundman, con- 
struction department, to warehouseman, 
supply department, Lincoln. 

DeVries, Enno I., returned from military 
service to lineman, construction dept. 
Garvey, Philip, returned from military 
service to combinationman, service de- 

partment, Lincoln. 

Henson, Floyd H., returned from military 
service to warehouseman, supply de- 
partment, Lincoln. 

Henson, Paul, returned from military serv- 
ice to warehouseman, supply depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

Heser, Magdalen, service operator to 
clerk, service department, Lincoln. 

Hurley, Robert W., switchman to com- 
binationman, service dept., Lincoln. 

Johnson, Ernest E., returned from military 
service to combinationman, service de- 
partment, Lincoln. 

Mutchie, Delbert C., returned from mili- 
tary service to lineman, construction 
department. 

Salisbury, Charles A., lineman, construc’ 
tion department, to combinationman, 
service department, Sutton. 

Schemmerhorn, Earl, returned from mili- 
tary service to combinationman, serv- 


Donna Petring Evelyn Pruss 


Chief Operator Service 
Cashier Representative 
Nemaha Lincoln 


ice department, Beatrice. 

Shipp, John R., returned from military 
service to lineman, construction dept. 
Smith, Francis E., returned from military 
service to lineman, construction dept. 
Wasson, George A. returned from military 
service to truck driver, construction de- 

partment. 

Wedgwood, Boyd, returned from military 
service to shopman, supply department, 
Lincoln. , 

Wrede, Donald, returned from military 
service to groundman, construction de- 
partment. 


Traffic 


Andrews, R. D., returned from military 
service to toll line engineer, general 
traffic. 

Armstrong, Hazel, NA&L operator to 
A&L operator, Auburn. 

Boyle, Marion, A€&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, York. 

Clover, Edus, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Auburn. 

Darrow, Ramona, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, David City. 

Dolezal, Rosemary, L operator, Lincoln, to 
L operator, Wahoo. 

Dreyer, Shirley, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Ashland. 

Grafton, Dorothy, instructor to desk op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Kracman, Ann, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Wahoo. 

Labart, Lillie, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Wilber. 

Melvin, Evelyn, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, David City. 

Murphy, Wilma, A€&/L operator to NA&L 
operator, Nelson. 

Petring, Donna, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Nemaha. 

Rech, Natalie, A€&’L operator to evening 
chief operator, Osceola. 

Reiff, Imogene, A€’*L operator to assist- 
ant chief operator, Nebraska City. 

Seckman, Betty, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Simpson, Letha, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Wasson, Vera, A operator to A_ super- 
visor, Lincoln. 
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Vera Wasson 
Supervisor 
Lincoln 


Imogene Reiff 
Assistant Chief 
Operator 
Nebraska City 


Ivan Haith Elected 
Master of Seward Masons 
ONGRATULATIONS are in or- 
der for Ivan Haith of Seward 
who last month was elected Master 
of Oliver Lodge No. 38, A. F. & A. 
M. at Seward according to word 
reaching us recently. He has long 
taken an active interest in Masonic 
work and served the lodge last year 
as Senior Warden. 


JOuURNEY’S END 


NELSON McDOWELL, father of 
Mrs. Ethel Armstrong, Ashland 
Traffic Department, died January 
3 at Bryan Memorial Hospital in 
Lincoln. Funeral services were 
held at Marcy Chapel in Ashland, 


January 5. 


THEODORE KRIEGSHAUSER, 
father of Lydia Kriegshauser, of 
the Seward Traffic Department, 
passed away January 2 at the age 
of 83. Funeral services were held 


on January 5 at the Chain and 
Wood Chapel, Seward. 


MRS. WINIFRED BAILEY, mother 
of Eileen Bailey, Fairbury Traffic 
Department, died at her home in 
Carleton, December 28, 1945. 
Funeral services were held in 
Carleton, December 31. 


PETER ERNST, father of Ed Ernst, 
Syracuse Exchange Manager, died 
December 31, 1945 at the age of 
67. Funeral services were held 
January 2 at Columbus, Nebraska. 


Nave Hess D\ Seas 


The marriage 
of Ray Cham- 
bers, on military 
leave from ithe 
Construction De- 
partment, and 
Eleanor Martin 


of Omaha was 
held in the Bap- 
tist Church Par- 


lors in Omaha on January 5. 


Louise Porter, Assistant Chief Op- 
erator in the Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, was married to Victor Roth of 
Lincoln on December 31 at Marys- 
ville, Kansas. The ceremony was 
performed by Rev. K. L. Resler. 


Edna Mae Swanson of the Weep- 
ing Water Traffic Department and 
William S. Day of Barneston were 
united in marriage January 8 at the 
home of Judge F. E. Crawford in 
Beatrice. Rev. Horace Smtih per- 
formed the ceremony. The. couple 
will reside in Weeping Water where 
Mrs. Day will continue her work. 


Ruth Zimmerman of the Beatrice 
Traffic Department was married 
January 1 to James Corter of Beat- 
rice. The ceremony was performed 
at the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Plymouth by Rev. A. T. Degner. 
Mrs. Corter plans to continue her 
work and the couple will reside in 
Beatrice. 


A double ring ceremony per’ 
formed by Rev. W. N. Wallis on 
December 26 at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry C. Koher of Burch- 
ard, united Wilma Koher of Burch- 
ard and Leonard Snyder of Liberty 
in marriage. The bride is helper to 
the Chief Operator-Cashier at Burch- 
ard. The couple will reside in 


Burchard. 


Iris Barbee, Cashier at Sutton, and 
Petty Officer Charles Ramsey were 
united in marriage December 31 at 
Phillispsburg, Kansas. The couple 
will reside in Sutton and Mrs. 
Ramsey will continue her work. 


Josephine Anderson, operator at 
Stromsburg, and Kermit Branting 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Thirty-Two Years 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings; C. C. Perry- 
man, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
G. G. Mehuron, York. 


Twenty-Six Years 
By: D. Kline, Superior; W. R. Minich, 


Geneva; Sarah A. Mussman, Western; 
Dorcas J. Slater, Fairbury. 


Twenty-Five Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda J. Lake, 


Superior. 
Twenty-I wo Years 
R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Addalene B. Lorensen, Weeping Water: 
J. L. Potter, Ashland. 
Twenty Years 
Hedwig E. Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 


Nineteen Years 


R. N. Brendle, Clara Jones, K. L. Law- 
son, Helen M. Pickard, E. H. Royce, 


Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 


Wauneta L. Child, Fairbury; R. S. 
Culver, Mary M. Emerson, Lincoln; 
Bohumil Docekal, David City; Mary 
Docekal, Brainard. 


were united in marriage January 16 
at the Lutheran Church in Stroms- 
burg. The couple will make their 
home in Stromsburg. 


The marriage of Betty Wright, 
operator at Osceola, to Ronald 
Beebe of Shelby took place January 
7 at Lincoln. The Rev. J. W. Hen- 
derson of the First Methodist 
Church performed the ceremony. 
The bride will continue her work 
for a few months. 


Ramona Nelson, operator at Polk, 
became the bride of Don Maw of 
Giltner on January 17. The wedding 
took place at Giltner where the 
groom is engaged in farming. 
Ramona will continue her work for a 
few months before joining her hus- 
band. 


JoAnn McDonald of the Hastings 
Traffic Department and Harvey 
Putnam were married January 27 at 
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W. F. Combs 
Hastings 
15 Years 


R. M. Cleveland 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Seventeen Years 


D. E. Aydelott, K. J. Boshart, Lincoln: 
Rose H. Janda, Plattsmouth: Edna Ragon, 
Tecumseh. 

Sixteen Years 


R. V. Clifford, Lincoln: E. A. Moor- 


head, Geneva. 
Fifteen Years 
W. F. Combs, Hastings. 
Thirteen Years 
O. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
Edna C. Edwards, Ruskin. 
Six Years 
Doris M. Sutten, Lincoln. 


Five Years 


G. R. Henderson, George Placek, Lydia 
L. Schneider, Opal Thimgan, Lincoln. 


a double ring ceremony in the Meth- 
odist Church of Hastings. After a 
short honeymoon, Mrs. Putnam will 
return to her position and the couple 
will reside in Hastings. 


Dave Houston of the Construction 
Department and Pauline Schneide- 
wind of Julian were united in mar- 
riage January 12 at Julian. The 
couple are residing in Nebraska City. 


Pearl Bishop, chief operator at 
Fairbury, and Daniel J. O’Hehir, 
of New York City, were united in 
marriage January 21 in Washington, 
Kansas. The couple will make their 
home in Lincoln. 

Joseph C. Nosky, Lincoln Service 
Department, and Elsie France, for- 
mer member of the Lincoln Traffic 
Department, were united in marriage 
January 20 in Syracuse, Nebraska. 
The ceremony was performed by 
Rev. Geo. Duensing. The couple will 
reside in Lincoln. 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 


It has been going on for weeks and now 
we are really wondering why Merna Stew- 
art makes a special trip to Lincoln every 
time she has a day off. Don’t tell us your 
Grandmother lives there, Merna, or doesn’t 
that come under the title of ‘‘Personal 
Business’? . . . Marjory Snyder and Ruby 
Muller decided they longed for other scen- 
ery besides that of Nebraska so on their 
week-end they caught the first bus going 
south and kept going until they reached 
Wichita, Kansas. While there they visited 
friends, also Marjory’s brother who was 
Stationed nearby, . . . During the Christ- 
mas holidays the girls of the Traffic De- 
partment were very contented as they 
enjoyed candy and fruit from certain sub- 
scribers not mentioning the little surprise 
the men fixed in the party room. er 
Another casualty happened to one of the 
girls in the office. It seems that Nadine 
Aden decided one Sunday morning to do 
her daily exercise on the way to church. 
Starting out with a flying gallop, every- 
thing went fine but lo and behold, some- 
thing missed and down she went on all 
fours, twisting her ankle. By the way, did 
you ever hear of a person having four 
ankles? Nadine claims the ankle above the 
one She sprained hurts worse. You figure 
it out, we give up. 


Milford 


The operators at Milford really had the 
shopping spirit this past month. Edith 
Hughes, Dora Plessel, Gladys Walker and 
Velda Williams all spent a day in Lin- 
coln. . . . Subscribers in Milford gave the 
operators a beautiful bouquet of red roses 
and candy as Christmas gifts. Sounds like 
they really rate!!! 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 

Happy New Year fellow pluggers. Better 
said late than never said at all. The Christ- 
mas spirit has vanished and the New 
Year's resolutions have taken over. To be- 
gin with we have two new brides-to-be. 
Lillian Baker flashes her left hand around 
very delicately. Bette Moyer also wears a 
broad smile and twinkling eyes. Congratu- 
lations to you both. ... Say, did you see 
Our picture in the paper? Well, it was 
there. At our Christmas party the news- 
paper man made like Santa and took our 
pictures. We were all pretty well pleased 
and had a very merry time. We received 
several gifts from some of our subscribers. 
Mr. Fred Windle, Mr. H. Wolfe and the 
Fire Department presented us with boxes 
of candy. In all there were eleven pounds 
of candy. The Otoe Food Products Com- 
pany gave each of us a can of their de- 
licious Date Pudding. The reports from all 
of the girls were that the candy and date 


pudding really hit the spot and we all wish 
to thank these people for their gifts. The 
party was a gay affair with most of the 
girls present and some very tempting re- 
freshments. .. . The mid-night shows seem 
to have become quite an affair with the 
telephone operators. Violet Peterson, 
‘‘Snooks”” Smith, Mary Ross, Mary Huber 
and Betty Balfour attended the one fea- 
turing “The Dolly Sisters’’. . Jeanie 
Bray, Violet Peterson and ‘‘Snooks’”’ Smith 
spent a full day in Lincoln, also several 
days before then, Betty Johnson and Mary 
Ross found their way up and _ back. 
“Jeanie’’ found her shoes! The salesman 
said that they brought out all her beauty 
and charm, the second Cinderella. 

Imo Hurlburt and Mildred Brand men- 
tioned that the Ice Review was really 
something to see. ... Miriam Haase reports 
a pleasant week-end including a little 
birthday party to make it tops. Happy 
Birthday! John Ruppel toured to 
Tobias for a Christmas vacation. I hear he 
had some clever gifts for his little grand- 
daughter, . . . Mrs. Dorothy Connors re- 
ceived a telephone call from her husband 
the other day. She is one happy girl. She 
smiles and says ‘“He’s coming home!!’” 
Congratulation, Dorothy. 


Seward 
Bernice Mueller, Correspondent 


Willa Robbins, who left us in November, 
was married Christmas Day to Truman 
McBee at the Methodist Church in her 
home town, Holyoke, Colorado. They are 
settled in their cozy little apartment and 
are proprietors of a little cafe. Best wishes, 
Willa. . . . Martha Merz spent a week- 
end in Norfolk with her sister and family 
and Alma Jones spent a few days with her 
sister in Lincoln. . . . Bernice Mueller and 
Merna McClain and husband, who at- 
tended the Ice Cycles in Omaha, Satur- 
day evening, gave a glittering account of 
the performance. Figure skating, etc?? 
Merna’s hubby says, ‘‘and what figures!!’’. 
. , . The tiny tots of our telephone family 
have made their accomplishments during 
the past month, Little Judy, Tarzan’s 
daughter, can get around in her tailor tot, 
which gives her the run of the house, 
while Nancy, Alma Jones’ little girl, is 
really on her own, two sturdy little legs 
carry her to every nook and corner. Last, 
but not least, comes Ivan Haith’s little 
boy, Lowell, who was baptized last Sun- 
day. . . . Like mother, Santa ‘always 
knows best’’; we have heard no complaints 
of being cold from Merna McClain since 
she has been bundled snug and warm in 
her Christmas present, 


Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent. 
Marjorie Dunbar underwent an emer- 
gency appendectomy December 24. Nice 
Christmas present, wasn’t it. . .. Peter 
Ernst, father of Ed Ernst, passed away on 
December 30. ,.. Mrs. Lockhart spent the 
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week-end in Omaha and while there she 
attended the St. Paul-Omaha hockey game. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


First of all we would like to throw out 
the welcome mat to several new employees 
in our department. They are, Dolores Mor- 
gan, Marcia Becker, Dana Catterson, Imo- 
gene Walker, Beth Hoeft, Shirley Pentico, 


-and Donna Alderman, all of the North of- 


fice. Practically a complete turnover. We 
also have Beryl Proudfit with us again and 
Pat Cessford, (nee Flynn) a former em- 
ployee, who is working in the addresso- 
graph. . ,. . In case some of you haven’t 
heard the latest in happenings in the 
“Social Outcasts’”’ life, we would like 
to let you in on the “Little Ones’”’ latest 
undertaking. That of developing pictures. 
No girls he doesn’t need an assistant in 
that dark room. He’s already been asked, 
haven’t you ‘‘Bobby’’? . . . We wish to con- 
gratulate Marie Endsley, Inez Brunkoff 
and Laura Sires on their recent engage- 
ments. Also Dorothe Kolb who is getting 
married the tenth of February. ... Ber- 
niece Garcia has been on leave of abscence 
due to the fact that her husband is now 
back in the states after several months 
service in the south seas. We are looking 
forward to her return soon... . Our bowl- 
ing team seems to be doing fairly well 
since the new fellow, occupying a desk in 
the South office is lending his help. He 
answers to the name of Hubert Knickrehm. 
Formerly a captain in the Army Air Trans- 
port Command, he is the first man to be 
hired in the accounting department for a 
number of years. He seems to be pretty 
high competition for some of our top 
bowlers. Welcome to our department, Nick, 
and we hope you enjoy your work. ... 
Many of the girls are “oohing’’ and 
“ahhing’’ over the hard to get nylons a 
few of the luckier chicks have been able 
to get. One of these chicks was Iva Mae 
Ost who was, as reproted, praising her 
nylons to the high heavens. Those precious 
things. ... Jan Stretton a former employee 
in the North ffice paid us a visit recently 
after her return from California, Jan is 
making a return trip to California soon, 
where she will reside in Long Beach... . 
Lee Farrar resigned her position in the 
addressograph after her husband’s dis- 
charge from the army. ... We were sorry 
to hear of ‘‘Ginny’”’ Millers’ accident re- 
cently in which she received a back in- 
jury. We hope to see her back with us 
soon. ... Not so long ago four of the 
braver members of our weaker sex, made 
an attempt at bowling. The four being 
Lorraine McCauley, Marian Engler, Terry 
Largent, and Yours Truly. We all survived 
the ordeal fairly well, except for the 
aches and pains we were sporting for a 
week afterward, and a foot injury Your 


Ed received. . Perhaps some of you 
would be interested to know that ‘“‘Dewey’”’ 


Nelsen has a picture of the “Rural ~ 


Rhythmers’”’ farm, which he calls ‘‘Ross’s 
Pigatory.” 
Construction Depariment 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


We have two employees on the disability 
list this month, Cloyd Bucknell is recuper- 
ating from an operation out at Bryan 
Memorial Hospital and Frank Conley is 
at home with a broken leg—the result of 
being hit while on his way to work one 
morning. We hope they are both well on 
the road to recovery and will be back at 
work as soon as possible. . .. The love-bug 
will get you if you don’t watch out, or so 
the song goes, and that’s just what it did 
to one Dave Houston. He was married to 
Pauline Schneidewind on January 12th. 
Congratulations! This month finds 
Enno DeVries, George Wasson and Donald 
Wrede returned from military service and 
back at work. New Employees include Gil- 
bert Linkugel, Mayo McAcy, Delbert 
Swhaninger and Dean Turner. ... C. E. 
Hedstrom was transferred to the Western 
District as combinationman at Hastings. 
.. . Now to take a quick look at our crews. 
‘“‘Babe’’ Combs is working in and around 
Hastings, at present he is working on a 
farm line extension at Clay Center. Geo. 
Hansen is regrouping some farm lines at 
Auburn. “Swede” Foster at Fairbury. 
“Shag”’ Eichenour is doing routine work at 
NehawkKa, Harry Moss is working on town 
and rural repairs at DeWitt. ‘‘Brick’’ Smith 
and gang have been out of town the past 
couple of weeks doing a regrouping job 
at Bradshaw. John Hobson is busy with 
Lincoln routine. 


Supply Department 


Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


News from this department is very 
scarce this month but did manage to find 
a little to write about. ... Roy Reed was 
off work one week with the flu... Mr. H. 
Huddleston’s car was stolen during the 
evening of January 4, 1946, from in front 
of his house. It was found a day or so 
later minus the gasoline and oil. ... Our 
welcome goes out to four returning serv- 
ice men, They are Clyde S. Whittington 
working in the Motor Vehicle Department 
as a mechanic, B. M. Wedgwood working 
in the General Repair Shop, and Paul and 
Floyd Henson who are both working in 
the Warehouse. ... Charles Smith, son of 
Harry F. Smith, Motor Vehicle Super- 
visor, joined the Navy and left for San 
Diego, California, January 16, 1946, for his 
boot training... . Roy Nyden, a Warehouse 
employee, left the services of the Com- 
pany and went out to California. ... Oscar 
Lewis was stricken January 5 and was 
taken to the hospital for treatment and 
rest. He is reported as improving. At the 


time of this printing he should be home, 
. . . The Telephone men’s basketball team 
has been kaving a little tough luck. It has 
been reported they have played four games 
and have lost them all. The Supply De- 
partment is represented by four players,, 
namely Lee Adams, Dean Hobson, Lyle 
Rauch and Dale Harp. ... Russ Rauch 
informs us they have received a small ship- 
ment of Magneto wallsets. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


By Viola Graham. 


Hi everyone. Here we are again much to 
our surprise. We didn’t think they would 
want us to mess up the magazine again 
with our bit but we guess the directory 
department is too busy to be bothered 
with it. . You were all informed of 
Mr. Quinn’s return to the office in the 
previous issue. Mrs. Whiting has been 
having a lot of pleasure calling him out of 
bed in the mornings and letting the tele- 
phone ring but now that he succeeded in 
getting an electric alarm clock he just lets 
the alarm ring a long time but can’t sleep 
through it so finally has to get up and 
shut it off, . . . Dick Lahr and Bill Mor- 
ris have also returned to our office at this 
writing. Welcome back, boys, You surely 
got back at the best time right in the thick 
of directory closing which has really been 
a busy one this time with all the people 
coming back to Lincoln. Omitted 
from last issue: Just in case anyone saw 
Miss Schiebinger blushing at the counter 
one day and didn’t see THE man there it 
was probably just the fact that a returned 
service man asked her to marry him so he 
could get a telephone when she told him 
he had to have a dependent in order to 
get a priority for a residence telephone. 
It’s a good thing Mylon wasn’t around, 
Mavis. . .. Did you all hear about Nora 
Mae Cline? She started to sneeze the 
other day and just couldn’t stop when 
George Walroth came over to talk to her 
and you would have thought he had pep- 
per in his pocket, She finally got over 
her embarrassment and collected herself 
enough to help him out after so long a 
time and to think that she would take up 
Mr. Walroth’s time that way when he is 
so busy too. . .. In case any of you have 
trouble with desk lamps ask Mr. Overcash 
for his solution. He was already to call 
the janitors the other day and was told 
to see if the plug was in the socket and 
was he surprised to find that that was his 
only trouble. After this, Bert, just call 
Mr. Neff first and do your investigating 
later. . . . Mr. Wohlberg seems to have 
been on the ailing list lately but if you 
want to know what we really think is 
bothering him most now is the fact that he 
has not been able to smoke his cigars and 
blow the smoke at us for over two weeks 
now. ... Evelyn Pruss is now promoted 
to a service representative. . . . Our smil- 
ing teller, Myrtle 
Hiner, was jolted 
into a very serious 
demeanor the other 
morning when a tele- 
Dhone call came 
through that her 
apartment in College 
View was ablaze. 
George Walroth and 
Gertrude Merriman 
rushed her to. the 


A group of David 
City’s personable op- 
erators taken during 
the cameraman’s visit 
to the Butler County 
metropolis. Left to 
right, Vernette No- 
vell,, Betty Vybiral 
Helen Havlena and 
Jean Vybiral. 
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Our dashing and debonair directory and 
methods supervisor, Ken Lawson, taken 
during his “‘*man about town” days not so 
long ago, Get a load of that pose. 


scene in Gertrude’s car. It was too late to 
Save much; however, a little insurance 
helped a lot. . . . Yours truly was very 
pleasantly surprised the other night when 
a group of girls from the office came over 
for a housewarming. ... Well folks by the 
time you read this the directories will 
probably be about ready for delivery to 
the customers and inquiries at PBX board 
will switch from a change of address or 
name to ‘when will we receive our new 
directory.” 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We are happy to welcome back a soldier, 
a sailor and a marine this month. Phil 
Garvey (Army), Ernie Johnson (Navy) and 
Joe Nosky (Marine Corps) have returned to 
work after helping Uncle Sam for several 
years. . . . Other familiar faces in the 
Service Dept. are Perry Caldwell, who has 
been transferred from Clay Center to the 
Switchroom and Francis Clinton, formerly 
from the Traffic Dept., has returned to 
work on the Service board. ... Ed Flower- 
day from Humboldt, Dan Smith from 
Beatrice and Sterling Nelson from Auburn 
are busy learning the ‘how’s and why’s” 
of line finders under the guiding hand of 
Geo. Albury, Foreman at “4” Office. 
Other transfers in the Service De- 
partment are Bob Hurley from the Switch- 
room to Local Wire Chief’s Dept., Clarence 
Schleufer from the Switchroom to Hast- 
ings, and Magdalen Heser from the Service 
Board to the Cable Dept. . . . Roger Moore 
resigned to attend University. .. . George 
Ramsey, bigger than ever surprised the 
Switchroom one day by making his appear- 
ance in civilian clothes. Right now he is 
getting rid of the ‘sea legs” and getting 
re-acquainted with his family in York. 
. .. Dell Gilmores’ had a pleasant surprise 
one morning. They, found a Sstranger in 
one of the bedrooms, but upbdn investi- 
gation, the stranger’ turned out to be their 
son Don who had just returned from the 
South Pacific, The Navy really did things 
to Don because now he is taller and 
broader than his dad, .. . Rex Winders is 
back home recuperating from an opera- 
tion and a week in the hospital. ... The 
Switchroom presented Mr. and Mrs. George 
Burt with a beautiful table lamp and the 
Local Plant Dept. gave them a chenille 
bed spread. ... We are happy to extend 
a hand of welcome to our newest addition 
to the force, Miss Virginia Lampshire. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor. 
Surprise! After an absence of two 
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months, here we are again. . . . It seems 
we had one of those periods where noth- 
ing happens but we will try and report a 
few items here and now... . Louise Porter 
surprised all of us by returning to work 
January 2, announcing her marriage which 
took place at Marysville, Kansas, New 
Years Eve. She is now Mrs. Vic Roth and 
she is dividing her time between working 
here and at home. Our best wishes to both 
Mr. and Mrs. Roth. . . . Marian Niemann 
returned from a trip to Ohio wearing a 
new diamond and informs us that she will 
be Mrs. Ray Pholman come early summer. 
. . Another starry eyed gal is Mary Or- 
mand who is also flashing a new diamond 
which she received at Christmas. ; 
Zeta Thomas is leaving us to become Mrs. 
Roy Back and plans to make her home in 
California. ... To all of these gals we say, 
“Be happy and always keep the same good 
thought for us that we will have for you.” 
. . . We wish to make public acknowledge- 
ment and extend our thanks to Betty 
Hinman for her thoughtful gifts to us at 
Christmas. We can only say they were en- 
joyed to the fullest. There is nothing bet- 
ter than a good antidote for colds, especial- 
ly at this time of year. (Editor’s Note: We 
can feel a bad cold coming on right now.) 
. Marie Adkisson has been taking a 
couple of weeks-off to spend with her boy 
friend just returned from overseas and 
from various sources we have learned 
that she, too, is the proud owner of a 
diamond. .. . Florence Buell has returned 
to work after a long absence due to 
illness and is now working part time until 
she regains her strength. It is good to 
have her back. . . . Lucille Moss and Vir- 
ginia Dunn have recently resigned, and 
Evelyn Wait has announced her plan to 
leave. ... By the way, in case anyone is 
wondering about the addition in the Gen- 
eral Traffic Office, this is to say that it is 
Rod Andrews, recently returned from the 
service. It seems natural to those of us 
who know him to see him around again. 
Welcome back, Rod! ... Anther addition 
to the General Traffic Department is Miss 
Wilma Grupe, Traffic Methods Supervisor. 
Miss Grupe has transferred, temporarily, 
from Beatrice. We hope she likes us well 
enough, that her stay here will be per- 
manent. ...We hope we have made up a 
little for the past two issues and we’ll try 
and stick to our New Year’s resolution to 
be with you every month from now on, 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 


Auburn 
Lena McLain, Correspondent. 


We welcome our new operator, Leon Rem- 
mers, who began work January 7th. The 
fad this season are those “third finger 
left hand” diamonds. Our congratulations 
Karine and Edus....In case anyone is still 
looking for a tent for our Area Manager, 
yon don’t need to look further, Sterling 
finally found a small house to call home. 
... We were all very happy to see Johnny 


Chatting on the mezzanine 
of the Cornhusker Hotel be- 
fore the recent Inside Serv- 
ice party are, left to right, 
A. B. Smith, and Mr, and 
Mrs. S. J. Dennis. 


Brockmeyer, who has mas- 
tered those crutches and 
ventured down our way 
. . . Louise Skeen resigned 
January 15th to await the 
homecoming of her hus- 
band from overseas. : 
Bob Crowdes resigned Jan- 
uary lith to take up the permanent ca- 
reer of a Marine. , .: Lonnie McLain en- 
joyed one of the Ice Hockey games in 
Omaha this month. 


Beatrice 


Jean Owens, Leland Hodge, and 
Wilma Hinkle, Correspondents. 


We’re begining the New Year with Ruth 
Zimmerman being married to her ‘ex 
G. I.’”? Congratulations Mrs. Corter. . . . Oh, 
yes, you can be looking forward to a “big 
event” near the end of the month, (why, 
oh why, do they leave us in the dark this 
way). . . Doesn’t seem the same around 
here without Miss Grupe. Wilma is spend- 
ing a month working in the Lincoln Office. 
; - Dorothy Whitehead, the recipient of 
a beautiful diamond, accounts for the fol- 
lowing story. We’ve always know that peo- 
ple in love do funny things, but Dorothy 
leads the list. It seems that after a won- 
derful evening with the boy friend, Dot 
rolled into bed at ? hour, being a con- 
Scientious gal she was going to get to work 
on time, 6 a. m. if you please. So she got 
up drsesed hurriedly and started for work. 
When she reached the post office the 
clock began to strike and to Dot’s sur- 
prise it was only 3 a. m. She hurried back 
to her room only to find the landlady very 
disturbed because she was going out at 
that time of night. After a bit of explain- 
ing, the household settled down once more 
and Dorothy took a nap... . We girls all 
had our laughs at the Christmas Party 
when Leland Hodge played Santa Claus. 
Wonder if he was Father Time or the 
baby New Year this month??? The Com- 
mercial department welcomes a new addi- 
tion to the force, Margaret Lenhart who 
is our relief commercial clerk. ... We are 
also in the market for a new clerk as Vir- 
ginia Kaiser is resigning February lst 
in favor of (Dan) ‘Cupid’. From all in- 
dications ‘“‘Cupid’’-affects the mind as well 
as the heart. Virginia worked until noon 
the other day before she realized she was 
working on her scheduled day off. ... 
Grant Sander took off January 12th for a 
three weeks vacation in Sunny California. 
Grant said he couldn’t take the cold 
weather Nebraska offers. ... Archie Stans- 
bury has been as busy as a bee the past 
few weeks, redecorating his newly ac- 
quired home, Everything is now shipshape 
and he is now sitting back and admiring 
the results. ... The boys have dragged 
out and dusted off the ping-pong table 
again, as usual everyone is a Champ but 
the foursome of Harland Gillespie, Lloyd 
Oglesby, Dan Smith and Howard Roland 
is showing the way, ... Earl Schemmer- 
horn and Howard Roland are recent addi- 
tions to the Beatrice force, Earl recently 
returned from three years service in 
Alaska. Howard transferred from the Con- 


E. A. McKenna, directory sales manager, 
gives his veteran salesman, Herb Velte, a 
hearty welcome upon his return from three 
years of army service, most of which was 
spent overseas in the Pacific. 
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struction Department. Glad to have you 
with us, boys. 


Burchard 
Mable Dougherty shopped in Pawne City 
several times this month. ... Mrs. Wilcox 


ate Christmas dinner with Mr. and Mrs. 
Herron. Mrs. Wilcox visited her sister in 
Deshler. 


Cook 
Mrs. Townsend spent Christmas in Peru 
with her daughter and family. ... Mary 


Estes entertained that certain someone 
who was recently discharged from the 
Navy. ... LaVerne Beasterfeld shopped in 
Lincoln. 

Crab Orchard 


Bonnie Neugebauer visited her mother 
over the holidays. ... Mrs. Jones re- 
turned from the hospital. ... Mrs, Neuge- 
bauer and Mrs. Bryson shopped in Beat- 
rice this month. 


Fairbury 
Madane Reid, Correspondent. 


With all the sickness in the office, news 
has been scarce. . . . Jean Bales resigned 
January 12 to resume a quiet home life. 
. . , Eileen Bailey is back with us after a 
three weeks absence. 


Steinauer 
Mr. and Mrs. Divis were in Wahoo sevy- 
eral times this month, Lydia Morrissey 
worked in the office each time they were 


gone. ... Mr. and Mrs. Vrtiska and family 
had Christmas dinner. with Mr. and Mrs. 
Divis. . . . Frida Rinne and Mary Kalin 


are our new operators... . Nellie Urich 
underwent surgery at the Pawnee City 
Hospital, and has returned home... Mrs. 
Divis returned to work January 16, after a 
three and one half month leave of absence. 


Sterling 


Barbara Ann Benson and Magretha 
Ottjes were Lincoln visitors this month, 


Table Rock 


The Telephone employees had a Christ- 
mas party. ... Elsie Wenzbauer went to 
Kansas City to meet her husband who 
returned from overseas. 


Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent. 


Hilda Ramsey and Lois Epsley went to 
Lincoln one day this month. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Geneva 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent. 
Marian Domeier resigned December 22 
and she and her husband are now residing 
at Ohiowa. _. . Helen Hillyer and Evelyn 


DuBois spent January 16 in Lincoln and 
Phyllis Most and Maxine Franzen spent 


One of the most important jobs, par- 
ticularly during these days of equipment 
shortages, is keeping our telephone equip- 
ment in good working order. A mainstay 
in this activity is veteran equipment and 
repairman, Lowell Johnson, who special- 
izes in automatic and pay station work. 


January 17 there. ... Mrs. Winona Worth- 
ington is our new relief clerk in the Com- 
mercial office. 


Hastings 
Sarah Wright and Lucille Moats, Correspondents. 


Wedding bells will be ringing soon for 
Roberta Smith who resigned recently and 
is busy making plans. . Phyllis Volz 
will be ‘“‘middle-aisling”’ as soon as they can 
find a house, . . . Irene Knuifel and her 
“Ted” haven't decided on a definite date 
for the “happy day” but Irene is getting 
quite curious to see what the second ring 
looks like. . . . This week was one to be 
long remembered by JoAnn’ McDonald 
who was married Sunday, January 27 at 
a beautiful double ring ceremony in the 
Methodist Church at Hastings. We wisn 
you all the happiness in the world JoAnn. 

. The style around here seems to be 
diamond rings. Some of the lucky girls 
are Norma Holmgrain, Rosemary Kilby 
and Agnes Streff. ... Aryliss Beirow has 
a pretty class ring which she says just be- 
longs to some “‘little guy” but it’s a mighty 
big ring for a little guy. . ,. Donna Budler 
also has a new ring. Who is it, Donna? 

- . Rosemary Kilby was an excited girl 
last Saturday night. She was expecting 
her boy friend whom she hadn’t seen for 
over two years. . There have been sev- 
eral skating parties recently. No casualties 
have been reported yet but there have 
been plenty of bent bones. . . . Lucille 
Moats who fell on the ice on her way to 
work has been thinking seriously of taking 
ice skating lessons. . . . Delores Ernst has 
been keeping herself busy working at the 
“Bon Ton Cafe” in her spare moments. 

. We hear Rosetta Habben had quite 
an experience in Lincoln on her week end 
off. How about it, Rosetta?. . . Frieda Hoff- 
man and Dorothy Osterthun spent the 
week end of January 26 in Lincoln and 
attended the Union meeting. . . . Wilma 
Hahle was called away for several days 
because of a death in the family. Our sin- 
cere sympathy, Wilma. We under- 
stand Jetty Chrisman decided to move 
over night. We’ve been wondering if she 
was in such a hurry that she left in her 
pajamas. Pauline Schutte resigned 
and has moved to Omaha... . Jean Konen 
spent January 27 in Holdrege..... Two 
sisters have joined our forces. They are 
Gloria and Wanda Hangman... . Belle 
Meester is still on sick leave. We will be 
looking forward to having you back with 
us soon, Mrs. Meester. . . . Lois Golden- 
stein, one of our toll operators, has been 
transferred to the local business office. 
We wish you the best of luck, Lois. 


Hebron 


Miriam Griess, Correspondent. 


The Hebron Area has won the War Bond 
Drive for the second consecutive time. 
Plans are underway for a party which 
will be held in the near future. . .. Miss 
Metcalf was a visitor in the Hebron office 
recently. . . . Mildred Laverentz who un- 
derwent an operation at Fairbury is back 
with us again. Glad to see you back, Mil- 
dred. 


Polk 


Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


Mrs. Clara Anderson, Chief Operator, 
spent a week in Rockford, Illinois, during 
January where she attended the wedding 
of her daughter, 


Stromsburg 


Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


Ann Seymour spent a few days here the 
fore part of January. “Smick” Wil- 
liams is in receipt of his fourth $100 bond 
from the Safety Calendar Contest, this 
bond being for the month of November, If 
he is a winner in December, he will have 
received an award for every month during 
the year of 1945 which is a record for 
anyone to be proud of. ... The operators 
here were showered with gifts at Christ- 
mas time, having received seventeen 
pounds of candy, bars, and individual gifts. 


Superior 


Viola Carlson, Correspondent. 


From the Traffic Department we learn 
that Edith Jensen and Nadeen Messer- 
smith were December vacationers. Edith 
spent a leisurely vacation at home and 
Nadeen journeyed to Mountain Grove, 
Missouri, to spend Christmas with her 
Grandmother. ... Frances Sarchet, Assist- 
ant Chief Operator, hopes to see her hus- 
band soon on his return from more than 
two years Army service in India. Frances is 
on leave of absence so she will be sure to 
be home anytime she might get that long 
awaited telephone call. . .. Clarinda Lake 
was on the sick list for a few days but is 
feeling much better again. . . . Wanda 
Thayer spent a day recently in Nelson re- 
newing old acquaintances. ... Doris Frey 
is the new relief commercial clerk and has 
been receiving training. 


Sutton 
Mrs. Iris Ramsay, Correspondent. 


The big news item this month is the 
marriage of Iris Barbee, Cashier, to Petty 
Officer Charles Ramsey which took place 
December 31 at Phillipsburg, Kansas. On 
Wednesday evening, January 9, the local 
employees and their husbands and wives 
assembled at Harley’s Cafe for a turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings. Following 
the dinner, the group was invited to the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. J. S. Barbee for a 
reception honoring their daughter and 
husband, Petty Officer and Mrs. Charles 
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The good old York 
exchange, where the 
birds sing every day, 
unless they are _ en- 
gaged in some more in- 
teresting activity. The 
scene is the comfort- 
able and attractive op- 
erators lounge with 
two no less attractive 
operaiors, Arlene An- 
derson, supervisor, and 
Eleanor “Rosey” 
Buller, instructor. 
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How We Stand! 


Orders being held because of 
lack of telephones. 


November 1, 1945 
December 1, 1945 
January 1, 1945 

February 1, 1946 


Ramsey, The guests spent the evening in- 
formally followed by refreshments. The 
group presented the couple with a lovely 
gift. ... Perry J. Caldwell, has been trans- 
ferred from Clay Center to Lincoln. We 
certainly will miss you but wish you lots 
of luck and happiness in your new work, 


Jerry. . . . Gertrude Scheierman spent 
January 16 in Hastings. 
York 


Maxine Meradith, Correspondent. 


New Years parties were enjoyed by 
everyone except the night operator who 
claimed telephone girls “‘most bother.” ... 
Immediately in front of us are notes on 
bits of gossip which were tossed on our 
desk from all departments, Traffic is 
giving us an even break this month with 
four resignations and four new students, 
Censorship has been lifted now so it can 
be revealed that the men responsible for 
the release of these gals have just come 
home from the wars. Stella Reibe, Tena 
Radcliff and Leta Ramsey are the lucky 
ones. Leonore Haberman (just recently 
acclaimed Mrs.) resigned with them to 
make her home in Bradshaw. ... We wel- 
come Norma Roehrs, Esther Schultze, Joan 
Gardner and Aurelia Reetz as the new 
students. Wading through the text 
books with them is their instructor Eleanor 
Buller. . . . Rumors have it that Eleanor 
Buller’s B. F. is getting discharged and 
coming west. . .. Velma Garlock is still 
on her feet through no fault of her own. 
Runners up (on the stockings) are Marian 
Boyle who put her knee through a pair 
on a flight and Eleanor Buller who should 
have but didn’t when she caught her 
heel. . . . One of the Chief Operator’s 
“pests’”’ (I’ve heard her call them that) has 
the chicken pox... . Anita Herndon was 
transferred from Lincoln to York Traffic 
this month. .. . The Commercial office had 
some excitement recently when Ruth 
Swanson’s brother arrived home unex- 
pectedly from overseas and walked in 
when Ruth was conversing over the tele- 
phone, Eventually she hopes to find out 
who she was talking to and what She said. 

. Florence Buell came out from Lin- 
coln recently to visit Mildred Brobst at 
Benedict. The Plant Department 
boasts no news this month which probably 
means ‘‘No news is good news.” 


Returning Veterans 
(Continued from page 10) 


geant and was the first of our servicemen 
to arrive in the European Theater, arriv- 
ing in England, land of the ancient Wedg- 
woods, in November, 1942. 


ERNEST E. JOHNSON again appears 
as a combinationman of the Lincoln serv- 
ice department after an absence of a year. 
In his experience as a sailor he earned a 
rating of Electricians-Mate, 2/C, and 
served aboard a floating dry dock in the 
Pacific. His return to work dates from 
January 2. 


JOHN R. SHIPP is back as lineman 
in the construction department from a so- 
journ in the islands of the far Pacific as a 
member of the “SeaBee.” Three years ago 
January 7 he began his Naval career, 
heading for the “SeaBee” school at Davis- 
ville, Rhode Island. Less than five months 
later he was on his way overseas. He re- 
joined his telephone crew on January 2. 

FRANCIS E. SMITH, former crewman 
of the submarine, ““Sennet” reported back 
to work on January 7 as lineman in the 
construction department, his absence for 
military service dating from June 4, 1943. 
Francis is a Lincoln boy and had six 
months’ employment before leaving for 
the service. 


To those who may be wondering why 
the affairs of the general traffic depart- 
ment suddenly ceased functioning with 
their customary rhythm and accord we 
provide a possible answer: ‘Rod is 
back!" MAJOR ANDREWS returned 
on January 21. “Drown Andrews Night,” 
an annual affair which has been postponed 
during his four year absence willl be held 
again this year, and undoubtedly will have 
a large and enthusiastic attendance. 


On January 14, DONALD D. WREDE 
reentered the construction department 
where he had been employed as ground- 
man before his entry into the army in 
May, 1943. The bulk of his foreign serv- 
ice was spent in a signal battalion attached 
to the air force in the Italian campaign. 
His home town is David City. 


FLOYD H. HENSON began working 
a short shift as warehouseman on January 
28 while attending the University of Ne- 
braska. Floyd was placed on leave from 
the supply department upon his enlist- 
ment in February, 1943 and a year later 
received his commission as lieutenant at 
Roswell, New Mexico. As a navigator- 
bombardier he was assigned to the Asiatic 
Theater where, in the skies over Manila 
he received a shoulder wound which won 
him the Purple Heart and Air Medal. 

PAUL H. HENSON, younger member 
of the Henson brothers, also began part 
time work as warehouseman on January 
24. He, too, is attending the University. 
Joining the Air Corps in August, 1943, 
Paul received flight training in Florida, 


Alabama and Tennessee, graduating as 
lieutenant in March, 1945. He was on 
extended training at Ft. Sumner, New 
Mexica at the time of his discharge on 
October 24, 1945. 


CLYDE S. WHITTINGTON has been 
reemployed as automobile mechanic in the 
supply department, a position he held at 
the time of his enlistment in September, 
1942. Upon entering the army Clyde re- 
ceived the rating of staff-sergeant and 
spent some months in the medical corps. 
Later, in line with his vocation and perf- 
erence, he was transferred to the 121 
Ordnance Company as motor mechanic, 
being stationed at Palo Alto and San 
Francisco, California until the end of 
the war. 


Anniversary of First Tele- 
phone Building 
(Continued from page 6) 


about this time whose names are well 
remembered were O. P. Knee, Wil- 
liam Cunningham, M. T. Caster, 
Pete Gartner and Ned Fisher. 


The telephone itself had not 
reached “voting age” in February, 
1896, and the young industry had 
been held to scorn by conservative 
thinkers through all those years. The 
speaking telephone was born, as we 
know, in March, 1876, and exhibited 
at the Philadelphia Centennial Ex- 
position. Louis H. Korty, of Omaha, 
was a visitor at the Centennial and 
saw the telephone being demon- 
strated there. Deeply impressed, he 
became convinced of its possibilities, 
and when territorial rights were of- 
fered for sale, he purchased those for 
Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah, Mon- 
tana and part of Iowa, organizing 
the first Nebraska telephone com- 
pany at Omaha in 1878. 


In February, of 1878, the first tele- 
phones were brought into Lincoln 
by a group of railroad men, the in- 
struments being obtained from the 
Western Union, who were then com- 
peting with the Bell interests. The 
purpose of the experiment was to 
establish connections by telephone 
between Atchison and Lincoln by 
way of Tecumseh. It was rumored 
that the Tecumseh-Atchison circuit 
was already in operation. In April, 
1878 a telephone circuit was built 
between the A & N depot and the 
Western Union office in Lincoln, 
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and the instruments worked perfect- 
ly, according to the contemporary 
newspaper notices. 


The Lincoln Telephone Exchange 
was organized November 22, 1879 
and licensed to operate as part of the 
Bell chain. Capital stock was sold in 
the amount of $10,000 to cover the 
cost of the plan and equipment. The 
first telephone exchange was located 
in the Union Block, which formerly 
stood at the northeast corner of 10th 
and O Streets. The switchboard was 
of the cross-bar type and remained in 
service until the office was moved to 
the Richards’ Block in about 1891. 
Here a Gilliland switchboard was put 
into use, and as cables were only just 
beginning to come into use, the maze 
of wires in the vicinity of 11th and 
O Streets was a sight to behold. 
Headquarters for the exchange re- 
mained in the Richards’ Block until 
the new building was erected five 
years later. 


The Lincoln Telephone Company 
was organized in 1903 and the origi- 
nal building (the north wing of our 
present general office building at 
231 South 14th) was erected to 
house the “‘secret-service” automatic 
equipment. By May of the follow- 


ing year, great inroads were being - 


made into the lists of Bell subscrib- 
ers. No holds were barred in the 
bitter telephone war which raged in 
the city for the next eight years and 
which ended in 1912 with the pur- 
chase by the Lincoln Telephone in- 
terests of all plant and property 
owned by the Nebraska Telephone 
Company in 22 counties of South- 
eastern Nebraska. 

The original Bell building on 
South 13th Street was fated to see 
but eighteen years of telephone ac- 
tivity. The plants of the two Com- 
panies were consolidated and final 
connections with the old equipment 
were severed early in 1914. Among 
the many Bell employees who emi- 
grated to the Lincoln Company at 
that time there are these who are 
still on the job: Clayton Liebhart, 
Charles Albers, Cecil Donley, Anna 
Seymour, Clyde Boyles, Harry Schil- 
ling, Ed Cummings, A. B. Smith, E. 
5. Fisher, D. C. Wilson and Clyde 
Burge. 


en 


Radio-Telephone Service 


(Continued from page 3) 

In placing a call from a telephone 
to a motor vehicle the subscriber will 
call the long distance operator and 
designate the desired vehicle as well 
as its approximate location. For ex- 
ample, a bus or truck leaving Lincoln 
for Beatrice could be located approxi- 
mately by the elapsed travel time. 
The long distance operator would 
than route the call through the radio 
transmitting station nearest the ve- 
hicle’s position and would selectively 
signal the radio received in the de- 
sired vehicle without signalling other 
mobile radios in that area. The called 
person would then answer and pro- 
ceed with the conversation. 

Ultimately, it is expected sub- 
scribers equipped with mobile radio 
units will be able to establish long 
distance connections when traveling 
throughout the United States with 
any desired telephone through a na- 
tion-wide system of radio receivers 
and transmitters. 


SS 


Inside Service Party 
(Continued from page 5) 
paniest, Miss Mavis Schiebinger, of 

the Lincoln business office. 

A touch of the mysterious was 
added by the appearance of the 
Hindu mystic and mind reader, 
‘“Hassen Ben Conscious,” who gazed 
into the crystal ball and with the aid 
of his fellow-countryman on the 
floor described and identified many 
objects and persons in the crowd. 
The easiest test of all came when 
Charlie Peachman was asked to write 
a four digit number on the magic 
blackboard, especially right after a 
turkey dinner. You guessed it. He 
wrote, “8-8-8-8.” 

An entertaining series of games 
and contests, some of which are illus- 
trated in the accompanying pictures, 
was then enjoyed following which 
the evening was concluded by a ses- 
sion of Bingo with handsome prizes 
being awarded the winners. 

Notice in rural weekly: “Anyone 
found near my chicken house at night 
will be found there the next morn. 
ing.” 


Annual Report of the 
? e ) 
Employees Benetit Committee 
— $+ —— 
The committee which administers the Plan for Employees’ 
Pensions, Disability Benefits and Death Benefits has compiled a 
record of benefits paid during 1945 together with comparative 


statistics for the years 1943 and 1944. Other enlightening in-- 


formation also has been included. 


The Benefit Plan has been liberalized and extended to in- 
crease minimum pension payments among other provisions all of 
which were explained in last month’s “News.” Revised booklets 
setting forth in detail the provisions of the amended plan are now 


being prepared for distribution to all employees and pensioners. 
— oe os 
PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES’ PENSIONS, DISABILITY 
BENEFITS and DEATH BENEFITS 


Statistical Information Covering Years 1943, 1944, and 1945 
1943 1944 1945 


Total Number of Employees ..................- 1156 «#1159 1213 
INo: ofiaccidenticasess as eee ee os 14 14 13 
ING ol cickness\casespaess ee telsac, ante 88 93 106 
No. of accident cases per 100 emp. ...... 132 1.2 1 
No. of sickness cases per 100 emp. ...... 5.3 7.6 8.7 
No. of active employees died during yr. 2 6 l 
No. of pensioners Dec. 31, 1945 ~......... 60 66 68 
Pensioners added during year .............. 3 10 7 
Pensioners deceased during year -......... ) 4 2 
Pensioners returned to active service... 0 0 2 
No. on Disability Pension ................... 6 3 2 

BENEFITS PAID 
1943 1944 1945 
Service Pensions ....-....- 30,007.00 . $29,476.34 $31,743.83 
Disability Pensions .... 2,260.00 1,530.00 570.00 
Accident Benefits ....-. 4,541.00 5,810.18 11,563.62 
Sickness Benefits -....... 16,612.00 17,331.56 16,746.44 
Death Benefits -......... 4,255.00 12,971.20 942.80 
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DOROTHY WHITEHEAD BEATRICE TRAFFIC. WAS ON HE 
WAY TO WORK ON & RECENT A alls : ff vii 
BEMOANING THE FACT THAT SHE DIDN‘T FEEL AT ALL 
REFRESHED FROM HER NIGHTS SLEEP WHEN, ONLY 
ft BLOCK FROM THE OFFICE, SHE FROZE IN HER-JRACKS 
TO HEAR THE TOWN CLOCK SIRIKE THREE ! 


OH<NO! NO! THis 
CAN'T HAPPEN 


LES LIVINGSTON, LINCOLN SWITCHROOM, WAS 

DEMONSTRATING A NEW GERMAN RIFLE TOA GROUP 
AT HIS HOME - AND TO EXPLAIN THE FIRING MECHAN- 
ISM HE POINTED THE GUN AT THE FLOOR AND PULLED 
THE TRIGGER. THE BULLET THAT COULDN'T HAVE 
BEEN IN THE GUN TORE A HOLE THROUGH A NEW 


RUG, RICHOCHETED OFF THE HARD WOOD FLOOR 
AND BLASTED A YAWNING HOLE IN THE WALL, 


le j SS 
WHO SPENT A DAY BUILDING A WIRE 
“PIGEON DISCOURAGER™ TO KEEP THE BIRDS 
FROM NESTING ATOP THE PILLARS IN THE COURT 
OF THE GENERAL OFFICE BUILDING. SURVEYING 
THEIR WORK THE NEXT MORNING THEY FOUND 
FOUR PIGEONS TRAPPED IN THE DISCOURAGER 
WHILE DOZENS OF THEIR BRETHERN WERE 
FLYING AROUND , TESTING OUT THE ROOSTING 


ADVANTAGES OF THE NEW CONTRAPTION. 


“6M RISSER CAME INTO THE 
CAFETERIA THE OTHER DAY 
FIND ORDERED A PIECE OF 
APPLE PIE. AND A GLASS OF 
MILK ~ THEN PROCEEDED TO 
SIT DOWN AND EAT THE PIE, 
LEAVING THE MILK ON THE 
<=> COUNTER~ ITS A BIT SOUR 
BY NOW BUT ITS HIS IF 
HE WILL CALL FOR IT. 


NOW WHAT ARE 
THEY GIGGLING 


THINGS WERE BAD ENOUGH WHEN CLAUDE WALKER 
COULD FIND ONLY A PINT-SIZED APARTMENT WHEN 
HE MOVED BACK TO LINCOLN AND HIS DAUGHTER 
SHIPPED Al BLONDE SPRINGER SPANIEL FOR HIM TO 
KEEP — NOW CLAUDE FINDS THAT A BLESSED 

CANINE EVENT IS IMMINENT AND He VIEWS THE 
FUTURC IN HIS APARTMENT WITH GREAT ALARM. 


WHERE'S ALL THE 
Rest OF THE 


ASA WATERS HAD A COUPLE OF TICKETS To # 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LUNCHEON CLUB , 50 
HE INVITED LEE SCHLENTZ To BE HIS GUEST. AS 
TIME WENT BY AND NO ONS ELSE APPEARED 
ACE LOOKED AT HIS TICKETS AND FOUND THAT 
THE CLUB WAS To MEET THE NEXT DAY. QUITE 
NATURALLY, SCHLENTZ, BEING AN INVITED GUEST, 
WOULD HAVE NO PART IN REACHING FOR THE CHECK. 


JOHN RUPPEL NEBRASKA CITY, DRESSED IN 
A HURRY ONE MORNING AND DIDN'T 
NOTICE THAT ONE OF HIS WIFE'S STOCKINGS 
WAS TANGLED IN HIS SUSPENDERS. IT 
BROUGHT MUCH COMMENT WHILE IT HUNG 
DOWN JOHN'S BACK MOST OF THE DAY. 


AND OUT INTO THE HALL CAME A GREAT RUSH 
OF WATER AND ANNA‘S FAVORITE EJACUL 
— “FOR LAND’S SAKE /"! H ATION 


"WHAT THE WELL DRESSED” 
. MAN (5 WEARING } 


IT SMELLS LIKE THERES SOMETHING 
PERISHABLE IN THIS PACKAGE 


EDNA PFLUGHAUPT, 
CHIEF OPERATOR AT 
YORK HAS TAKEN TO 
CARRYING AN UMBRELLA 


EVEN ON CLEAR DAYS, 
ALSO SHE INSISTS THA 
THE BIG TREE IN FRONT 
OF THE CENTRAL . 
\_ OFFICE BE CUT DOWN 
YN IMMEDIATELY | 


CHET HARP, AT A TELETYPEWRITER SCHOOL IN OMAHA, SENT 
AN ALARM CLOCK HOME TO Hig WIFE, WRAPPING AROUND IT A 
PAIR OF DIRTY SOCKS, THE MAILMAN DELIVERED IT To THE, 

HARP HOME , 50 CHET SAYS WITH THE ABOVE POINTED REMARK. 


0 WORK ONE MORN WEARING ONE GIANT: 
SIZED OyeRsHOe AWD fue Gr ihe SNE ONNclE 
BUCKLE TYPE BELONGING To HIS YOLINGEST SON. 


Views of the ladies at the dinner table and the switchroom party as the men await the showing of motion pictures. 


Iwo More Parties Enjoyed by Pioneers 


Switchroom Celebrates 100% Membership 


Ladies Gather for Their Annual Reunion 


d Was swing of Pioneer social events continued during 

recent weeks with parties held by the Lincoln switch- 
room department and the “ladies only” contingent of the 
Chapter group. 


Five of the ten new members of the Pioneer Association in the 
switchroom. Left to right we see Jacob Schneider, Ivan Paddock, 
C, C. Perryman, George Arnold and Herbert Jenkins. New mem- 
bers not appearing in the picture are Vern Hutchison, Perry 
Caldwell, Francis Darnold, Warren Shuck and Michael Scanlon. 


21 new Pioneer members among the ladies were added during 
the year, six of whom are presented above. Left to right they are 
Wilma McIntire, Moreane Alldritt, Ruth Straka, Margaret Lind- 
blad, Darlene Multer, Mary Turner and Mary Emerson. Miss 
McIntire has been a member of the Pioneer chapter for several 
years. She and Miss Alldritt are pictured also as members recently 
returning from military service, 


The spark which touched off the spontaneous com- 
bustion, otherwise referred to as the Switchroom Party, 
was the celebration of the department’s attaining the 
enviable record of 100% membership among those 
eligible. The “spark plug” | 
behind the spark was 
super-salesman George 
Keith whose unsparing 
efforts brought in ten 
new names to the roll 
bringing the total to 30 
among the switchmen. 

A co-feature of the 
party was the presenta- 
tion to Michael Scanlon 
by his fellow workers of 
a beautiful valise on the 
occasion of his retirement 
from active service on 
March 1. “Mike” re- 
ceived the gift from 
Eddie Cummings to- 
gether wtih a life mem- 
bership on behalf of the Company in the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent Pioneer Telephone 
Association. 

The program, which was in charge of George E. Wal- 
roth, entertainment committee chairman, started off with 
moving pictures following which a Dutch lunch was 
served and the evening was polished off with a round 
of games and renewal of friendships. Included among 
the guests at the February 25 event were Sterling Nelson, 
area manager at Auburn and Ed Flowerday, manager at 
Humboldt, who were in Lincoln for special training. The 
total attendance at the party was 30. 

The ladies gathered on March 1 at the Lincoln 
Y.W.C.A. for their second annual reunion. A total of forty- 


(Continued on page 8) 


Michael Scanlon receives a life 
membership in the Pioneer As- 
sociation from C, E. Cummings on 
behalf of the Company. Fellow 
employees also presented Mr. 
Scanlon with a beautiful valise 
as a gift on the occasion of his re- 
tirement from active service. 


General views taken during the dinner showing other groups at the ladies’ party. Mrs. Florence Tatman, 
chairman of the ladies’ activities committee, is seated at the extreme right in the picture at the right. 


James L. Baxter Allan G. Behm 


Wm. B. Imler 


The month of February marked the 
steady flow of returning veterans as an- 
other fourteen names were removed from 
the muster rolls of the armed forces and 
reinscribed upon the roster of telephone 
employees. The number of former “Serv: 
ice Star” employees now back on the job 
has reached the total of sixty-four; Just a 
few short of the half way mark. 


As their travels and adventures while in 
the service were followed and reported in 
the pages of former issues of the News 
it now becomes a real pleasure to begin 
anew the recording of their careers and 
progress as telephone employees. Brief 
resumes of their military record appear 
below: 

RAY CHAMBERS reinstated as a con- 
struction department lineman on February 
1 after a forty months’ absence. Before 
overseas assignment he was stationed at 
Barksdale Field, Louisiana and Drew Field, 
Florida. Sailing in a convoy for England 
in May, 1943, he served in the air force 
communications section until the end of 
the European War, later becoming part of 
the occupational force in Germany. His 
discharge was obtained at Fort Leaven- 


worth, December 31, 1945. 
WILMA F. McINTIRE has been back 


at her post in the Lincoln business office 


Marie Lesher 


Kenneth L. 
Christensen 


Wilma F. McIntire 


Rolland R. Winders’ Robert E. Wohlberg 


since the first of February, harboring no 
regrets for her lengthy term of service. 
The first of our employees to enter any 
of the Women’s branches of the armed 
forces, Wilma rounded out thirty-seven 
months of active duty before receiving her 
discharge on December 17, last. She 
served in a reception unit at Fort Ogle- 
thorpe, Georgia and in the post headquar- 
ters at Lemoore Field, California. 


JOSEPH C. NOSKY, who reentered 
employment in the Lincoln service depart- 
ment on February 1, covered a vast ex- 
panse of seascape in his twenty-seven 
months of foreign service with the 
Marines; Samoa, Funa Futi, Nukefetan of 
the Ellis Group and Kauaii of the Hawai- 
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Joseph C. Nosky 


Donavin Gay T, Henderson 
Frankforter 


Donald B. Rutledge 


ian Chain were all his home for brief 
periods of time and later Saipan and 
Tinian, of the Marianas. He took part in 
the invasion of the latter island and re- 
mained there until his return to the States 
in November. He served as a member of 
the 17 A.A.A. Marines, enlisting in Sep- 
tember, 1942. 


ROBERT E. WOHLBERG reentered 
the supply department as clerk on Febru- 
ary 25. Bob had left his pre-war position 
as warehouseman in December, 1942 to 
enter the Navy where a year of concen- 
trated instruction qualified him as a fire- 
controlman. He put to sea in the spring 
of 1944 as a member of the E. A. Howard 
Detail, operating in Atlantic Waters until 
November, 1944, when his ship was 
turned over to the Pacific Command. He 
received his separation at St. Louis on 
February 6. 


DONAVIN FRANKFORTER, of 
Tobias, construction department ground- 
man, was inducted into service in De- 
cember, 1942, and returned to his work 
on February 11, 1946. During the interim 
he trained and served with the 302 In- 
fantry Regiment at Camp Phillips, Kansas, 
Camp Forrest, Tennessee, Camp McCain, 
Mississippi and in their combat tour in 
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The Microwave Radio Relay System 
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Microwave radio relay towers atop the New York Telephone Building. Radio 
waves are beamed from the reflectors in a pattern similar to that of a searchlight. 


A NEW important means of com- 


munication to emerge from the 
emergencies of war is the microwave 
radio relay system. The transmit- 
ting and receiving towers, similar to 
those shown in the accompanying 
illustration, transmit a highly direc- 
tive and sharply focused radio beam 
through which it is possible to send 
and receive telephone conversations, 
telegraph and teletype messages, 
facsimile, television and sound radio 
broadcasting. Transmission is on a 
line-of-sight basis because the high 
frequency beam travels in a straight 
line. For this reason the distance be- 
tween the transmitting and receiving 
towers is limited by the curvature of 
the earth. However, by receiving 
and relaying through a series of these 
towers it is possible to send messages 
hundreds or even thousands of miles. 
The system was developed for 
military use by the Bell Laboratories 
and the first installation was made in 
the European Theater in January, 
1945, to provide urgently needed 
telephone facilities between the 12th 
Army Group and the 15th Army. A 
later installation after taking the 
Remagen Bridgehead was made on 
the east side of the Rhine. During 
its short but distinguished career in 


both the European and Pacific 
Theaters, the system furnished a 
quick and vital means of dependable 
communication, with speech fidelity 
superior to any other available sys- 
tem. 

A forerunner of the microwave re- 
lay communication operating on a 
similar principle at lower frequencies 
was used by General Omar Bradley’s 
tactical headquarters in France short- 
ly after the Normandy invasion at 
about the time General Patton began 
his famous drive across France. B. I. 
Noble, at that time connected with 
General Bradley’s headquarters as 
Signal Plans Officer, had a major 
part in the plans for the installation 
and maintenance of these systems 
which were used for communications 
between tactical headquarters and 
the headquarters of the various army 
headquarters under Bradley. These 
included the 1st, 3rd, 9th and 15th 
armies. It is believed that the radio 
relay systems played a large part in 
the coordination of the movements 
of the various army groups and may 
be credited for much of the success 
of the rapid advance of allied forces. 

The radio beam type of transmis- 
sion makes it possible to carry on 
eight or even more telephone con- 
versations simultaneously as con- 
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trasted with conventional commercial 
broadcasting where only one pro- 
gram or message may be transmitted 
at one time over a single channel. 
Each of the eight channels may also 
be used for signalling or dialing, or, 
if taken out of telephone service, 
will serve other transmitting pur- 
poses such as telegraph, facsimile or 
pictures. 

Commercial uses of the system re- 
cently were demonstrated with test- 
ing stations located in New York 
City and Neshanic, New Jersey, a 
distance of 41 miles. Six guests at 
New York talked individually with 
six others at Neshanic. Simultane- 
ously over another channel, a 
weather map was transmitted by the 
Army’s facsimile system, and over 
another channel were passing 18 tele- 
type messages. A series of these 
microwave radio transmitters and re- 
ceivers are being constructed on high 
points between New York and Bos- 
ton with the intention of connecting 
these two cities through this means 
of communication. The cost of the 
equipment is necessarily high, how- 
ever, because of its initial successes, 
its use as a supplement or alterna- 
tive to wires and cables is being fully 
explored. 

The antenna patterm of the micro- 
wave beam is comparable in sharp- 
ness to that of a searchlight and the 
frequency is nearly five billion cycles 
per second. This very high radio 
frequency gives communication 
channels which are virtually free 
from static and most man-made in- 
terferences. 


Annual Convention To Be 


Held in April at Omaha 


HE 46th annual convention of the 

Nebraska Telephone Association 
will be held on April 9 and 10 at 
Hotel Paxton in Omaha. Mr. George 
Kloidy, the association’s enterprising 
secretary, has arranged a program 
which he believes “will be the strong- 
est and best program yet presented 
to the telephone people of Nebraska 
—-and we have had good ones be- 
fore.” No convention was held last 
year because of wartime restrictions. 


McDowell and Walroth 


Named as Supervisors 
WO important changes in super- 
visory positions were made last 

month in the Lincoln business office. 

Waldo J. McDowell was appointed 

as credit manager and George E. 


Walroth as directory compilation 


supervisor. Mr. McDowell returned 
from a military leave of absence in 
January and received his appoint- 
ment on February 1, 1946. Mr. 
Walroth, during the wartime emer- 
gency, had been charged with the 
responsibilities of credit manager and 
had also held the title of acting di- 
rectory compilation supervisor. 


Both men are well qualified by 
their telephone experience and per- 
sonal ability to carry out the duties 
of these offices. Mr. McDowell has 
held positions in the Plant, Account- 
ing and Commercial departments 
since his employment in October, 
1928. In 1939 he was assigned at 
Nebraska City as assistant area man- 
ager returning to Lincoln in 1941 as 
commercial representative. 


Mr. Walroth entered the Com- 
pany in September, 1927 as a solici- 
tor in the Commercial Department, 
receiving a promotion in 1930 to as- 
sistant collection manager. He was 
made credit manager in 1931 and 
has held this title until the appoint- 
ment to his present position. 


Company Reissues Bonds 
je Nebraska State Railway Com- 


mission last month approved the 
Company’s application to issue and 
sell three and a half million dollars 
worth of refunding bonds bearing 
23/, per cent interest. Previously the 
Company had retired a_ similar 
amount of bonds with an interest 
rate of 314, per cent. The 1/4 per cent 
saving will reduce the Company’s 
annual interest charges by $17,500. 


The action places our bonds on a 
comparable basis with those of other 
telephone companies and the alacrity 
with which the new bonds were pur- 
chased is indicative of the financial 
stability of our Company as well as 
the sound principles upon which it 
is managed. 


New Light Trucks Add Comfort, Save Time and 


Equipment For Construction Crews 


Construction crews are hail- 
ing the three new light trucks 
recently placed in service by 
the department as valuable ad- 
ditions to the fleet. The trucks, 
one-half ton in size, are being 
used by construction crews as 
auxiliaries to the larger units 
in transporting men back and 
forth to the job and for many 
other purposes for which they 
are particularly adapted. 


Formerly, the crews were 
driven to the job in heavy 
trucks which also were used 
for all transportation purposes 
in completing the work. Under 
the new plan, the heavy trucks 
are driven to the job and the 
men are transported in the 


lighter and more comfortable units. At the end of the week the large trucks 
are left at the location of the work and the crews are returned to Lincoln 
or Hastings in the small units. The small trucks also are used on the job 
in transporting men and materials and for miscellaneous trips. The ar- 
rangement saves much time and cuts the mileage on the heavy trucks prac- 


tically in half. 


Standing beside one of the new trucks are G. A. ’"Swede” Foster, foreman, Jack Bill- 
ings, Paul Wilkinson, Delbert Mutchie, Vernon Bailey, Art Higgins, Dale Weaver and 
Julius Schellenberg... The truck’s seating arrangement is shown above. 


Designed to comfortably seat ten men, they provide complete protec- 
tion against the weather by canvas coverings which are held in place by 
steel bows. These were planned and designed by John Reed and Harry Smith 
and installed by John Litzenberg and Walt Knudson and have proven to be 
practical and satisfactory. The three units are being used at present by 
Foremen G. A. Foster, George Hansen and W. F. Combs. Four more trucks 
will be purchased and equipped as soon as they are available. 


Newens Up For Discharge 
A RECENT letter from Lt. Adrian 

Newens, formerly of the Lincoln 
business office, indicates that his 
army career May soon come to an un- 
lamented end. “Ade” entered the 
service with the Company cadre in 
October, 1942 and received his com- 
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mission as second lieutenant at Mon- 
mouth, New Jersey. He later served 
as post signal officer at Hobbs Army 
Air Field in New Mexico until after 
the end of the war when he was sent 
to Korea for occupational duty. Ac- 
cording to his letter he will be eligi- 
ble for discharge on March 1 and 
hopes to return within a month. 


Michael Scanlon Closes 
Long Telephone Career 
N MARCH 15 Michael Scanlon 


retired on pension and _ thus 
brought to a close one of the longest 
active service records of all our vet- 
eran telephone 
group. Mike’s 
term of employ- 
ment with the 
Lincoln Tele 
phone Company 
actually began 
several months 
before the first 
automatic tele- 
phones were in- 
stalled when he 
came over from the Bell company to 
assist in building the underground 
conduit system for the laying of the 
first automatic telephone cables. This 
work was done for the General Engi- 
neering Company, of Chicago, which 
had contracted to install the subway 
system, and Mike stayed with the in- 
fant telephone company after that 
work was completed to become one 
of the first of its regular employees. 


Michael Scanlon 


Mike remained with the Lincoln 
Telephone Company, as it was then 
known, until about 1910 when he ac- 
cepted a position with the Hamilton 
County Farmers Telephone Associa- 
tion at Aurora. Here he worked as 
lineman and repairman for fourteen 
years, returning to our Company as 
lineman in the construction depart- 
ment in February, 1924. Since that 
time he has been employed continu- 
ously, performing various duties in 
Lincoln, Seward and Tecumseh. In 
1942 he was transferred to the Lin- 
coln service department and at the 
time of his retirement was working 
as switchman at the “3” office. 


Mr. Scanlon carries with him the 
prime ingredients for full enjoy- 
ment of the coming years of leisure; 
a robust body and a light Irish heart. 
Among his unnumbered friends and 
fellow workers there are none who 
harbor a doubt that Mike will find 
anything but contentment and pleas- 
ure in his new order of life. He has 
not shaped definite plans for the im- 
mediate future although a trip to 
California seems to be in the offing. 


At present he is staying at the home 
of one of his daughters in Omaha. 


At a party recently held by the 
Switchroom Department in Lincoln, 
at which he was an honored guest, 
he was presented with an appropriate 
gift by his fellow employees and with 
a life membership in the Pioneer 
Association by the Company. 


Volunteered Extensions 


Have Been Replaced 
d fists final chapter in a unique un- 
dertaking in L. T and T. annals 
was completed last month with the 
installation of extension telephones 
for subscribers who had voluntarily 
surrendered theirs for use during the 
war. 


The critical shortage of instru- 
ments during 1945 brought about 
our request through a direct mail- 
ing piece entitled, “Can You Spare 
A Telephone,” to users of residence 
extensions. Their co-operation was 
asked in voluntarily giving up their 
extension service in order to supply 
main service to those on the war time 
waiting list. The reactions we re- 
ceived were very favorable. Those 
on the waiting list appreciated our 
efforts to supply them with service 
and many subscribers with extensions 
indicated their pleasure at being able 
to co-operate. 151 instruments, 
amounting to nearly 10% of the or- 
ders on the waiting list for main 
service, were recovered in_ this 
manner. 


The project was brought to a close 
last month with the installation of 
extension telephones for those of 
the volunteer group who wished to 
renew their service. The installa- 
tions were made without charge in 
accordance with our agreement at 
the time of removal. The willing 
co-operation on the part of these 
subscribers was most heartening and 
very much appreciated. Such a dem- 
onstration serves to picture the im- 
portance of pleasant public relations 
with our customers which is attained 
through courtesy and _ thoughtful- 
ness in our daily contacts with the 
public and the continued furnishing 
of good telephone service. 
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Pioneers Lay Plans 


For Annual Party 
LANS for the annual dinner and 
reunion of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter of the Independent Pioneer 
Telephone Association were dis- 
cussed at a meet- 
ing last month of 


ficers and com- 
mittee chairmen 
at Lincoln. The 
party will be 
held in Lincoln 
and will follow 
the pattern of 
former gather- 
ings which will 
include a banquet and program with 
the date tentatively set for early 
May. All members of the Chapter 
throughout the state will be invited. 
The program will be in charge of the 
entertainment committee chairman, 
George E. Walroth. | 

The appointment of W. E. Mac- 
donald of Beatrice as the Pioneer 
representative in that area, replacing 
Mrs. Bertha Sharp who recently re- 
tired from that office, was an- 
nounced by President Joe Hartley. 
Mr. Macdonald has long been active 
in the Chapter’s activities and will be 
responsible for the supervision of 
Pioneer affairs and the promotion of 
membership in his area. 

A number of inquiries have been 
received concerning the obtaining of 
insurance policies which formerly 
were issued in conjunction with 
memberships in the Association, Mr. 
Hartley said. The Association no 
longer arranges the issuance of these 
policies. They are, however, still 
available at a cost of $1.00 per year 
by direct application to the Colum- 
bus Mutual Life Insurance Company 
at Columbus, Ohio. Necessary forms 
may be secured from Miss Lula 
Kloepper, secretary, at Lincoln. 

A committee charged with the re- 
vision of the Chapter’s by-laws also 
was appointed. Acting with Otto 
Nelsen, chairman, will be Merle M. 
Hale, O. L. Sturtevant and Joe 
Hartley. 


W. E, Macdonald 


The average telephone pole was a 
ge teiep I 
tree 60 years old when cut. 


the Chapter’s of- 


New Head of Syracuse 


Chamber of Commerce 

UR manager at Syracuse, Mr. E. 

A. Ernst, last month was made 
president of the Syracuse Chamber 
of Commerce in its annual election 
of officers. 
Those who are 
familiar with Mr. 
Ernst’s ability 
and initiative will 
join in congratu- 
lating the com- 
munity upon 
their wise selec- 
tion of such a 
civic leader. He 
has taken an ac- 
tive interest and part in community 
activities designed for the advance- 
ment and betterment of the town 
and its citizens which is the primary 
purpose of the Chamber of Com- 
merce. In his position as head of the 
organization he will be well suited 
to continue this program. 

Mr. Ernst last year served on the 
Good Roads, Rural Electrification 
and attendance committees and has 
taken part in other important pro- 
jects. Included in the program for 
the Chamber of Commerce this year 
will be the furtherance of the 4-H 
Club, community entertainment de- 
signed to stimulate trade in the town, 
and the city-wide clean up project. 
Other progressive undertakings also 
will be made including an effort to 
further increase the splendid total of 


75 members. 


E. A. Ernst. 


Wilma Grupe Promoted 
WELL deserved step upward was 
received recently by Miss Wilma 

Grupe of the General Traffic De- 

partment when she was named super- 

visor of methods at Lincoln follow- 
ing the resignation of Mrs. Lauretta 

Rowley Piper. In this position Miss 

Grupe will be responsible for the 

preparation and revision of practices 

as they refer to Traffic routine and 
toll operating. Prior to her present 
assignment she was assistant chief 
operator at Beatrice and has held 
the positions of operator and instruc- 
tor at Beatrice since her first em- 
ployment in August, 1933. 


R. C. Boling Made 


Construction Foreman 
oe appointment of R. C. Boling 
as foreman in the Construction 
Department has recently been an- 
nounced. Mr. Boling is a veteran of 
this department whose ability and 
wide experience in this field makes 
him particularly well qualified to 
carry out his new assignment. His 
telephone career began in 1915 when 
he was employed as a lineman. He 
has since held various other respon- 
sibilities including that of sub-fore- 
man. At present he is working out 
of Lincoln on projects of construc- 
tion and maintenance in which the 
department is now engaged. 


Suggestion Award Winner 
HE latest winner of an award in 
the new Employees’ Suggestion 

Plan is Mrs. Mina Jorgensen of the 
general plant office. The plan has 
continued to 
show consistent- 
ly good results 
each month since 
it was placed 
into effect last 
May with a total 
of forty-six sug- 
gestions being 
received, twenty- 
two of which 
were approved 
by the Committee for the granting of 
awards. 


Mina Jorgensen. 


American Red Cross Fund Campaign 


Summary of Contributions by 


Lincoln Employees for 1946 


Percent 

Department Employees Pledges Partici- = Amount = “Drege 
PROCOUD EINE: spss. cinctasaieatnorate 67 ye: $ 130.50 $1.95 
Commercial Genl. .............. 9 LOO” -.. 44.00 4.89 
Commercial, Local .............. 39 93 140.00 3.60 
COONSETUCHIOR: Scstes sewecesticatens 61 83 212.00 3.47 
Eastern Dist. Office............ 3 100 13.00 4.33 
PMO INC CHING Secsuciccteieussaus 9 100 62.50 6.94 
Kseneral Plant: <.ccocecvcs.n: 8 100 45.00 5.63 
Service Dept. 

TAOS Lcoicscnnistisecsaetaccucs 36 36 100 131.00 3.64 

COVESIOR: acchectasiacccciecita 20 pe) 100 61.00 2.65 

Custodian ............---....--- Be) 15 100 17.00 1.13 

Switchroom .........2.....-.- 27 ea 100 86.00 3.19 

3-4-6 Offices ........02...... 10 10 100 46.00 4.60 
Shop and Supply ................ 59 53 90 193.50 3.28 
dratite.Gemly iceccscetindae cn: 22 22 100 135.00 6.14 
UE PATICS LASCAL  seckccaveteovendon: 105 100 95 238.50 27 
"TRGASUECE'S  occescdescesaaeccctaceoss 11 11 100 100.00 9.09 

ORAL. extct ote esis. 504 463 92 $1655.00 $3.28 


The Lincoln employees, by contributing the amount of the quota set up 
for them by the County Red Cross Committee in the recent campaign to 
raise funds for the American National Red Cross, have again demonstrated 
the fact that they wish to do their full share in assisting all meritorious causes 
which have as their purpose the alleviation of suffering and distress. 


They have not forgotten the splendid service rendered by the Red Cross 
during the war, and realize that thousands upon thousands of service men and 
women still overseas and in the hosiptals will require assistance for many 


months to come. 


Congratulations folks, for another job well done! 
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G. O. Seaton, Chairman. 
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"Service Stars” 


Takes Its Last Bow 
fl Mee months following the end of 


the war have witnessed the rapid 
return of our folks who have worn 
the uniform of Uncle Sam in the 
armed forces. On the last of Febru- 
ary, 50 employees from the total of 
137 were still on military leave of 
absence with their ranks steadily 
dwindling. Fifteen of these are ex- 
pecting to return to civilian clothes 
in approaching months and only 
about 16 appear to be slated for long- 
er terms of duty with occupational 
forces. The fortunes of the remain- 
ing 19 are indefinite or have not 
been reported. 


With this trend of events the 
popular and informative feature of 
“Service Stars’ which has been so 
ably conducted by Mr. Joe Hartley 
passes over the horizon. The first 
story of employees in the service be- 
gan before Pearl Harbor with the 
August, 1941, issue under the name 
of “With The Colors.” The first 
list of boys in service totaled four 
and included Don Cunningham, 
Phil Garvey, Giles Gere and Dan 
Smith. Their ranks were soon en- 
larged with the name of Ken Bos- 
hart, Jack Huddleston, L. P. Neal, 
Bev Ott, Ted Ray, Howard Stroup 
and Boyd Wedgwood. By the end 
of one year those in uniform totaled 
30 and “With The Colors” rapidly 
grew out of its adolescent stage into 
a full fledged feature complete with 
pictures. 


Our first lady in service, Miss 
Wilma McIntire of Lincoln, was 


listed in the November, 1942, issue 
and the first story under the name 
of “Service Stars” made its debut in 
June, 1943. When the “News” be- 
came a magazine in May, 1944, Mr. 
Hartley enlarged his department to 
a two page feature and added pic- 
tures which were sent in from 
around the world showing actions 
and scenes from the scattered theaters 
of operations in which our folks 
were stationed. 

In addition to his monthly writing, 
Mr. Hartley has undertaken the 
maintenance of mailing records, 
photographic files as well as the de- 
tails of the military careers of the 
employees in service. He also has 
carried on a correspondence of no 
small proportion with many who 
have written both to him personally 
and to the “News,” which has been 
and still is being sent to all employees 
in uniform. 

The fine job Joe has done is at- 
tested to by the many letters of 
thanks and appreciation for the 
“News” which have been received 
regularly from those away from 
home during these tumultuous years. 
With the passing of time the saga of 
this chapter of L. T. and T. history 
will live in its true significance be- 
cause of his devoted efforts. 


Some Facts About 


Our February Cover 
UR good friend, Russell B. An- 


derson, self-proclaimed inspira- 
tion in the life of Cecile Anderson 
of the Lincoln business office, has 
given us a set of interesting facts 
and details about the statue of Abra- 
ham Lincoln which was reproduced 
on our February cover. Russell was 
greatly impressed with the beauty 
and magnitude of the work when he 
visited its site at the Lincoln Me- 
morial in Washington, D. C. a num- 
ber of years ago. 

An average size man can stand 
upright under the right knee of the 
statue, Russ tells us, and the first 
finger of the right hand is as long 
as a man’s forearm. The pedestal 
and statue together weigh 550 tons 
and the head alone, which is three 
feet high, weighs 3,250 pounds. It 
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was carved in the finest marble by 
French, who also created the statue 
of Lincoln which stands at the west 
side of Nebraska’s Capitol in Lin- 
coln, and which also is considered a 
very fine work of art. The Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington is located 
at the foot of the mall which also 
encompasses the White House and 
the Washington Memorial. Flank- 
ing the figure of Lincoln are his im- 


mortal words spoken at Gettysburg 
and the second presidential inaugural. 


Pioneers Enjoyed Parties 
(Continued from page 2) 


three, sixteen of whom were from 
outside of Lincoln, gathered for the 
program which was arranged and 
conducted by the Association’s able 
chairman of women’s activities, Mrs. 
Florence Tatman. Twenty-one new 
members among the ladies have been 
added during the fiscal year, six of 
whom were present at the party. In- 
cluded also among the guests were 
two who recently have returned from 
active duty with the military forces, 
Wilma McIntire of Lincoln and 
Moreane Alldritt of Hastings. 


Following the delicious dinner, 
Mrs. Tatman presented Miss Mc- 
Intire and Miss Alldritt with appro- 
priate gifts and introduced the new 
members. The Hindu mystic, “Has- 
sen Ben Conscious,” then proceeded 
to amaze practically no one with his 
demonstration of crystal gazing, find- 
ing the going particularly tough 
against the unpredictable obstacles of 
feminine mentality. 


The highlight of the program was 
the fascinating description illustrated 
with beautiful colored slides, of the 
Annual Pilgrimmage in Natchez, 
Mississippi. The narrator, Miss 
Madeline Brown of Lincoln, attired 
appropriately in costume after the 
fashion of southern belles of the 
Old South, presents this entertain- 
ment as a hobby. She painted a most 
alluring picture of the semi-tropical 
beauties of the flowers and gardens 
which abound in this region together 
with the mansions and many points 
of historical interest in and around 
the city. 


PROMOTIONS, TRAN SFERS, 
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Wilma Grupe 
Supervisor of 
Methods 
General Traffic 


Commercial 


McDowell, Waldo, commercial representa- 
tive to credit manager, Lincoln. 

McIntire, Wilma, returned from military 
service to clerk, Lincoln. 

Walroth, George E., credit manager and 
acting directory compilation supervisor 
to directory compilation supervisor, Lin- 
coln. 

Plant 

Ash, H. D., lineman, construction depart- 
ment, to combinationman, service de- 
partment, Plattsmouth. 

Baxter, James L., returned from military 
service to lineman, construction depart- 
ment. 

Behm, Allan G., returned from military 
service to shopman, supply department. 

Chambers, Ray, returned from military 
service to lineman, construction depart- 
ment. 

Christensen, Kenneth, returned from mili- 
tary service to custodian, service depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

Frankforter, Donavin, returned from mili- 
tary service to groundman, construc- 
tion department. 

Hedstrom, C. E. lineman, construction de- 
partment, to combinationman, service 
department, Hastings. 

Henderson, Gay T., returned from mili- 
tary service to shopman, supply depart- 
ment. 

Hess, Shirley, stenographer, construction 
department, to junior secretary, gen- 


eral plant. 

Imler, William Boyd returned from mili- 
tary service to lineman, construction 
department. 

Linkugel, G. F., groundman to lineman, 
construction department. 

Miller, H. M., ‘testman, service depart- 
ment, York, to shopman, supply de- 
partment. 

Nosky, Joseph C., returned from military 
service to combinationman, service de- 
partment. 

Placek, George, lineman, construction de- 
partment, to combinationman, service 


department, Nebraska City. 


Shirley Hess 
Junior Secretary 
General Plant 


Waldo McDowell 
Credit Manager 
Lincoln 


Rauch, Leland L., lineman, construction 
department to warehouseman, supply 
department. 

Rutledge, Don, returned from military 
service to shopman, supply department. 

Schleufer, Clarence, switchman, service 
department Lincoln, to switchman, Has- 
tings. 

Van Andel, Richard C., returned from 
military service to lineman, construction 
department. 

Winders, Rolland R., returned from mili- 
tary service to clerk, supply department. 

Wohlberg, Robert E., returned from mili- 
tary service to warehouseman, supply 
department. 

Traffic 

Bryant, Lorraine, A&L instructor to as- 
sistant chief operator, Ashland. 

Buss, Garnet, desk operator to clerk, 
Hastings. 

Finnefroch, Vretta, A operator to A€&?’L 
operator, Plattsmouth. 

Grupe, Wilma, assistant chief operator, 
Beatrice, to supervisor of methods, gen- 
eral traffic. 

Hahle, Wilma, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Hastings. 

Harper, Virginia, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Knifel, Irene, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Hastings. 

Larson, Anna, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Harvard. 

Lesher, Marie, returned from military serv- 
ice to A operator, Fairbury. 

McCorkle, Lela M., A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Reiff, Edna, A&L operator to NA&L op- 
erator, Wymore. 

Robinson, Mary, A€&L operator to assist- 
ant chief operator, Superior. 

Tyrell, Geraldine, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Vortman, Etta K., A operator to A€é&’L 
operator, Hastings. 

Wright, Sarah J., A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 
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George Walroth 
Directory Compil- Ass’t. Chief 


ation Supervisor 


TITLE CHANGES 


Anna Larson 


Operator 
Lincoln Harvard 


Construction Projects 


Improve Rural Service 
| eee seasoned among the first steps 
in the Company's post-war pro- 
gram of improvement and develop- 
ment of telephone service for rural 
subscribers have been a number of 
line building and regrouping projects 
carried on during recent months by 
the Construction Department. New 
lines have been completed at a num- 
ber of exchanges and additional cir- 
cuits have been placed with the result 
that many farm subscribers former- 
ly out of reach of rural lines now 
have been added and service on 
other lines has been improved by re- 
ducing the number of subscribers 
served per line. 

Nearly 500 miles of wire has been 
strung in connection with this work 
which gives some idea of its scope. 
Among the major projects are those 
at Sterling, Humboldt, Bradshaw, 
Benedict, Friend, Wymore, Auburn, 
Fairbury, Daykin, Lincoln, Waverly 
and Hastings. Other work has been 
completed or is contemplated at 
points throughout our territory. 

Rural development and expansion 
was discussed more fully in an article 
which appeared in our July, 1945 1s- 
sue. This program is being fully de- 
veloped with a major project being 
that of the dial conversion during the 
next two years of forty-seven ex- 
changes including those at Hastings, 
Tecumseh and Plattsmouth. The 
ultimate conversion of all of our 121 
exchanges will enable us to offer 
the very best in telephone service to 
all subscribers including our rural 
customers. 


OERVILE ANNIVERSARI 


W. C. Lant Charles Dickenman 
Nebraska City Beatrice 
40 Years 35 Years 


Irene C, Lind 


D. C. Gilmore 
Lincoln Stromsburg 


20 Years 15 Years 
Forty-Three Years 
F. H. Woods, Lincoln. 
Forty Years 
W. C. Lant, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Five Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Three Years 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
P. A. Schmeltzer, Lincoln. 
| Thirty-One Years 
Maude C. Davis, Pickrell; John Ruppel, 
Nebraska City. 
Thirty Years 
G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, Lin- 
coln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Elsie M. Anderson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
H. S. Knudson, L. W. Winscot, Lin- 
coln; Belle Meester, Hastings. 
Twenty-Six Years 
F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Dorothy E. Lefler, Lincoln; Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Lula Kloepper, Lincoln; Marguerite B. 
Lockhart, Syracuse; L. C. Williams, 
Stromsburg. 


H. G. Peachman 
Lincoln Lincoln 


G. P. Barney 


30 Years 30 Years 
Twenty-Three Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 


Twenty Years 
D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
Mina V. Jorgensen, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
Vera E. Clark, Auburn; P. J. Guelker, 
P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln; Mollie M. Mc- 
Knight, Table Rock. 
Sixteen Years 
Alice M. Peters, Friend; Madeline 
Troudt, Superior. 
Fifteen Years 
Irene C. Lind, Stromsburg. 
Thirteen Years 
Ruth M. Maier, Louisville. 
Twelve Years 
Ethel M. Armstrong, Ashland; W. F. 
Grant, Lincoln; J. H. Roland, Beatrice. 
Ten Years 
Helen L. Boldt, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
Juanita M. Schleif, Nelson. 
Six Years 
Frances M. Harmon, Superior. 
Five Years 
Dorothea C. Heckman, Friend; L. C. 
Reid, Lincoln. 


Benefit Claims Paid 
HE following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the 
month of February, 1946: 

Primary members: Virginia A. Miller, 
Accounting Department, $53.50; R. R. 
Winders, Service Department, Lincoln, 
$98.00; Oscar Lewis, Supply Department, 
$98.00; H. G. Peachman, Service Depart- 
ment, Lincoln, $65.00. 

Dependents: George F. Isaman, Has- 
tings, $30.00; Mrs. S. F. Bush, Lincoln, 
$7.50; B. L. Barnett, Lincoln, $33.75. 
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Dorothy Lefler Frank Nevitt 


Lincoln Beatrice 
25 Years 25 Years 
NHappiness D\ Beas 
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burn Traffic De- 
partment and 
MOMM 2/c 
Warren Muse of 
Auburn were 
united in mar- 
riage February 2 
at Olatha , Kan- 
sas. The groom is a member of the 
Construction Department on military 
leave and will get his discharge soon. 


Geraldine McDowell, operator at 
Ashland. became the bride of Cortis 
Lemon of Ashland, February 17 at 
the First Methodist Church in Lin- 
coln. Rev. Lloyd H. Rising per- 
formed the double ring ceremony. 
After a short honeymoon, the couple 
will reside on a farm near Ashland. 


Mary Lou Phipps, former operator 
at Ashland and Arnold Taylor were 
married February 1 in Phillips, South 
Dakota, where they are now living. 


Imo Hurlburt, operator at Ne- 
braska Ctiy, and Gene Haines, a re- 
porter on the Nebraska City News 
Press were married February 2. 


JOURNEY’S END 


CLARENCE F. GILLAM, husband 
of Cora Gillam, jaintress at Lin- 
coln, died February 4 at his home 
in Lincoln. Funeral services were 
held in Lincoln, February 8. 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
Ashland 


Lura Blackman, Correspondent 


Geraldine McDowell, former operator, 
was married Sunday, February 17, to 
Cortis Lemon. They are living on a farm 
near Ashland, ... Mary Lou Phipps, also 
a former operator, and Arnold Taylor 
were married February 1 and are living 
in Phillips, South Dakota, Congratula- 
tions, girls. . . . Loraine Bryant was ap- 
pointed Assistant Chief Operator to re- 
place Mrs. Lemon. .. . Corrine Vance is 
a new operator. ... Ensign C. Max Arm- 
strong was home on leave February 22, 
enroute to Santa Ana, California, which 
is his new station. Max is the son of Mrs. 
Armstrong, Commercial Department. . . 
Mrs. Clara Goodfellow of the Plant De- 
partment, went with her daughter Hulda 
to Scottsville, Virginia, where Hulda was 
married recently. Mrs. Ethyl Arm- 
strong, Ashland cashier, left Saturday, 
February 23rd for Seattle, Washington to 
be present at the marriage of her son, 
Ensign Clifford Armstrong, to Loraine 
Wright, a former Ashland girl, on Febru- 
ary 27th. Ensign Armstrong graduated 
February 20th from the Navy Supply 
School, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mass. and expects to be stationed in 
California. 

Beaver Crossing 


We had a couple of visitors this month, 
Miss Seymour was here February 14 and 
Mr. McKinzie on the 18th, .. . The night 
of the 14th we had a rip roaring Valen- 
tine party at the office. We played a few 
games and did a lot of talking. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


By now most of us have probably for- 
gotten the beautiful icy weather we had 
a while back. We wonder if Mildred 
Samek has. It seems Mildred was in the 
mood to be the handy man around the 
house so took it upon herself to empty 
the ashes. Stepping out the door some- 
thing slipped—she didn’t say whether it 
was tha ice or her foot but just the same, 
she did a beautiful split just like you see 
acrobats do in the movies and believe it 
or not, she claims she didn’t lose one 
little flake of an ash. Nice going, Mildred, 
if you practice a little more, Hollywood 
might be at your door step. ... We hear 
Ramona Darrow has gone in for some 
beauty remedies pertaining to making 
your hair long and glossy, It might be O. 
K. if you don’t mind combing out the 
foam and can stand the smell without 
getting dizzy. HIC!.. . . So money doesn’t 
mean anything to you, Merna? Well, if 
you are that flushed there are some 
empty pockets around here which would 
gladly welcome it. You see, Merna Stew- 
art has so much money that she took it 
upon herself to burn ten dollars. We cer- 
tainly hope it was an accident so we can 
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feel sorry for her. . . Our sympathy has 
to be divided this month as Irene Humli- 
cek underwent an appendectomy last 
week. At present, she is getting along 
nicely, , . . Leola Heins and Leora Wey- 
and missed a few days of work and we 
all thought it was scarlet fever, but it 
backfired and become just the “flu”. ... 
The girls in the Traffic Department have 
really been having themselves a loop. It 
seems they drew names for valentines 
which gave them each a secret Heart Sis- 
ter. Each day for two days before Valen- 
tines Day a small gift was left by the 
Heart Sister and between them and the 
middle man it reached the right party 
with no name revealed, Valentine eve- 
ning, February 14th a ten o’clock supper 
was served at Vernetta Novell’s apart- 
meent. Special gifts were exchanged 
among the Heart Sisters and to every- 
one’s delight they found out who their 
mysterious sister was with the exception 
of Miss Swan, our chief operator, who 
had so many Heart Sisters she didn’t 
know which was the real one. To square 
all of the make-believe Heart Sisters, we 
presented her with a corsage. 


Milford. 


It seems that the trade school is almost 
as good as an army camp to supply the 
belles of the town with escorts, eh, Stella? 
. .. The gals are all, almost, planning on 
dolling up on February 26 and using their 
“Comps” to the Fireman’s Ball. Won’t we 
have fun? 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


We started this month with good news 
—yes, indeed, income tax reports!! Some 
of us have gray hairs before our time 
just over a little thing like that. Oh well. 

. . Beverly Genoa left us January 30 to 
begin a college course in Tarkio, Mo, 
Very sorry to see her leave us so soon. 

Imo Hurlburt surprised us by an- 
nouncing her engagement, and a wedding 
followed immediately on February 2 to 
Gene Haines, a reporter on the News 
Press. She is back with all smiles. Con- 
gratulations, Mrs. Haines! .. . Several of 


One of the things 
that makes working 
for the L. T. & T. a 
pleasant occupation is 
the Lincoln cafeteria 
for employees, with 
its fine food and ex- 
cellent service. Enjoy- 
ing a mid-afternoon 
snack, are left to 
right, Waldo McDow- 
ell, Donna Holloway, 
Martha Largent, Mar- 
ian Engler and Ken 
Boshart. McDowell 
and Boshart, recently 
returned from mili- 
tary leave of absence, 
swear that ““Army life 
was never like this.” 
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our operators went out of town, Miss 


Bader attended a Company meeting Feb- 
ruary 1. Mildred Brand spent Sunday, 
February 10, in Omaha having a good 
time, . . . Betty Moyer spent a day in 
Omaha returning home very tired. ... 
Lillian Baker and her husband-to-be spent 
an evening in Omaha at Peony Park. A 
rather farewell party before he left for 
the service. . Vada Harris and Mary 
Huber are our new toll students and 
doing very well too, We have to congrat- 
ulate Mary Bartyzelle on her good teach- 
ing. Keep up the good work, Mary. ... 
Violet Peterson decided as a pastime to 
try on hats. What do you know—you 
should see the thing !... Anybody care 
for macaroni? Just get Imo to cook it for 
you. She is an expert on large pans full. 
You see the reason I mention it is be- 
cause the first meal she cooked for her 
man, she made macaroni and planned to 
have a small dish, You should have seen 
the pan full she had when everything was 
over. Hm, Gosh! ... Mrs. “Snooks’’ Smith 
showed us some pictures of her little one 
and only, Linda Lou. Very cute indeed. 
. .. Mildred Brand is leaving us soon for 
a trip to Minnesota. Miriam Haase 
and her friend went to Omaha to spend 
the week-end. Dorothy Connors re- 
ceived a telephone call from her husband 
from Port Chicago, California, He wished 
her a happy Valentine greeting and would 
probably see her in a year. We hope 
sooner though Dorothy. We have a 
new man in the Plant Department, 
George Placek, combinationman. Wel- 
come to Nebraska City, Mr. and Mrs. 
Placek, 
Seward 


Bernice Mueller, Correspondent 


The reason for the cheery faces around 
here the other day was Nylons. It seems 
that all the girls had a little influence 
with one of the department stores. 

We wonder how Alma Jones and the 
thermostat are making out these days. 
One of the colder evenings a while back 
she was a little chilly and turned up the 
thermostat, she thought. She then sat and 
shivered until she discovered she had 


. 


Looks pretty serious, doesn’t it? But it’s 
just a gag and the boys and girls are hav- 
ing lots of fun. At lower right is Lois 
Eppley, Tecumseh operator, taken during 
a recent trip to Galveston as the boys 
prepare to rejoin the Merchant Marine 
service, 


turned it off instead of on. It was a bad 
month for Alma; she went to Lincoln to 
do some shopping. After visiting several 
stores, without making any purchases, she 
discovered that her billfold was missing. 
She retraced her steps and asked at all 
the lost and found departments, all to no 
avail, You guessed it—she got home and 
there it was... Bernice, have you told 
Carl that he should use chains when driv- 
ing in the mud? , . . George Miers had a 
very red face after crawling about 60 feet 
under a new house trying to locate the 
connector block, only to find it under a 
part of the house where the floor had not 
been laid. He could have reached right 
down through the floor and done his 
work without any crawling. . . . Merzie, 
Lydia and Merna ali had birthdays, much 
to our satisfaction. . Laura missed a 
step at a friend's house the other night 
and has been limping around with a 
swollen ankle ever since. What did they 
have in that tea anyway? .. . Helen 
Greiner locked herself on the porch the 
other morning about 5:30 a. m, and 
couldn’t go either way. Bad predicament 
to be in... . Merzie is going to break off 
diplomatic relations wtih the bus driver 
that took her right past her door and up 
town without stopping to let her off. 


Utica 


Vera Watson, evening C. O., decided 
rather abruptly on February 12, to part 
company with her appendix, At this writ- 
ing she is back home without her old 
friend. . .. Mrs. Edna Kelley is helping 
out at the office while Vera is recuper- 
ating. 

Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Wednesday night, February 27th, gun 
totin’ cow hands and cow girls gathered 
together at the Country Club fora Western 
shin dig; the hostesses being Jean Bra- 
trsovsky and Ethel Daharsh. Horses, 
boots and western ideas were very pre- 
valent as our Jeannie is a horse enthu- 
siast to the nth degree, After the usual 


strenuous evening playing sissy games 
(however, no_ serious skull fractures), 
singing of Western songs, the “Come and 
Git It’ call was given and did we go and 
get it. The lunch of baked ham, beans, 
and all the accessories was served West- 
ern style and, by the way, was eaten with 
Western gusto also. Incidentally, the oc- 
casion also celebrated the birthday of Mae 
Meduna, and she was presented with a 
cake, Mr. Mckinzie made the presenta- 
tion along with one of his fitting speeches 
about the extreme shortages of candles. 
Our guests were Mr. and Mrs. McKinzie 
and Mr. and Mrs. Keckler. Had a grand 
time “going Western” and we ‘sho. do 
thank you all,” Jean and Ethel for roping 
us in.”’ 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 

There have been stories written of the 
works of many great men and bene- 
factors of this world so in all fairness we 
think we should pay tribute to the works 
of one; namely, Edwin Brehm, chief flunky 
in the addressograph department. His 
paper cutting is really sharp and he has 
a wonderful knack for putting holes in 
paper, He can draw a map of anything 
from a pretty girl to a rectangular square. 
His cooperativeness along with his witty 
sense of humor makes him a very out- 
standing personality. We might also add 
“Ginny Miller has elected herself his 
personal publicity agent. . ..In all 
due consideration we think it would 
be a good idea to take up a collec- 
tion to buy rubber boots for Carl Ahl, 
who is forever letting the sink in the 
cutting room run over when developing 
pictures. Those wet pants don’t look so 
good and contribute very little to his 
appearance. ... Beth Hoeft, Beryl Proud- 
fit and Mabel Olmsted have left the serv- 
ices of the company. Shirley Pentico is 
occupying a desk in the south office now. 
She formerly worked in the revenue 
section and was transferred to the dis- 
bursement section recently. . . . Grace 
Hauschild while cutting ham one day evi- 
dently thought her finger might have 
some good meat on it and so proceeded 
to slice a nice portion out of it. We didn’t 
know the meat shortage was so acute 
Grace, . . . Which brings up the story of 
Marian Englers thumb which has been 
giving her deep pain as of late. She has 
come to the conclusion it is due to the 
fact she sucked her thumb when a baby. 
. . . Lorraine McCauley was an early va- 
cationer this year and so made a trip to 
Los Angeles and Santa Barbara, Cali- 
fornia, She stated it was rather wet there. 
We doubt if this statement pertains to the 
weather however, because when asked if 
she had any unusual experiences she said 
she couldn’t remember. ... The Sievers 
and Ross duet have given us many stories 
as well as laughs. Here is another to add 
to our collection of the tales of the “Two 
Farmers.” As the general trend of the 
story goes they were trying to save time 
(again) in a recent jaunt to the farm so 
struck out across an open field in their 
automobile, But old friend Mother Na- 
ture had her own ideas about such go- 
ings-on and thawed out this supposedly 
frozen field, just hoping two such char- 
acters would be naive enough to try such 
a thing. Of course they got stuck in the 
mud, and every time they tried to move 
the car, it sank a little deeper, until 
finally poor Brother Ross had to get out 
and push. No doubt he is still cleaning 
mud out of his ears... , It seems that one 
day recently Mr. Franklin took his coat 
over to his tailor for mending and work- 
ing late that night forgot about it. Upon 


ae 12 o- 


leaving to go home he went to the closet 
for his coat, but could not find it (natch), 
so he immediately blamed it on Mr. Jahn 
as he walked out with Franklin’s hat on 
his head, by mistake, several times. Later 
it finally dawned on him where it was, 
and we imagine he chuckled to himself 
about it for quite a while afterward... . 
Mr. Jahn, it might be said, is our official 
chair adjuster. While recently adjusting 
the back of Yours Truly’s chair, she let 
out a scream and Mr. Jahn, not knowing 
he was tickling her, backed away with 
a very red face, which, according to eye- 
witnesses, was not the only embarrassed 
look in the place. . Inez Brunkow 
has been out of the office due to an ap- 
pendectomy operation she had a few 
weeks ago. Here is hoping she recovers 
and is back with us soon. . . . We also 
might mention that Johnny Backstrom 
bowled a high series game recently in 
one of our Wednesday night leagues, and 
also that they are badly in need of some 
moral support. 


Construction Depariment 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


Our welcome goes out to the returning 
service men; this month they include 
Jim Baxter, Ray Chambers, Donovin 
Frankforter and William Imler. Other 
newcomers who had not seen previous 
service with the Company are Elyrn 
Smith, Charles Williams and Hubert Fin- 
ney. But the wind blows both ways—we 
lost several employees this month too. 
John Ejidenmiller and Dave Houston 
through resignations and Jim Green 
transferred to the Service Department, 
Leland Rauch to the Supply Department, 
George Placek to Nebraska City and 
Humphrey Ash to Plattsmouth. Cloyd 
Bucknell is back doing light work with 
John Hobson’s crew. At this. writing 
Frank Conley’s leg is still in a cast, but 
is getting along as well as can be ex- 
pected. We had a visit last week from 
Thad Cone and he tells us he will be out 
of the army about the first. Our crews 
are doing about the same as last month 
with the exception of Geo, Hansen who 
is back at Crab Orchard and ‘Babe’ 
Combs who is on a rural cable extension 
job at Hastings. 


General Offices 


Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


We have a lot of happy people in our 
general offices this month. The reason— 
discharges. Mr. Jackson’s son, Loren, re- 
turned from “The Land of the Rising 
Sun” after two and one-half years of over- 
seas duty. Mr. Hartley received his long 
awaited phone call from his son Dick an- 
nouncing his arrival in the states after 
three years in England and France. Joy 
Smith’s husband is now a civilian again 
also, which must be a wonderful feeling 
after four years with Uncle Sam. ; 
More evidence that the war is really over 
is the nylons some of the girls have been 
lucky enough to receive. Wilma Jean 
Adamson went without her lunch and 
stood in line for an hour in the cold one 
day, but thought it was worth it when she 
saw the precious hose. But a sad (and we 
do mean sad) awakening came when she 
returned from a week-end trip a few days 
later to find a burglar had ransacked her 
apartment and stolen, of all things, her 
new, unworn, nylons. Jean has definitely 
decided that her next pair will go where 
she goes. .. . Our well known mystic, 
“Hassen Ben Conscious,” and his crew 
have been kept pretty busy reading the 
minds of the people attending aii the 
parties going on recently, The Ladies 
Pioneer Party was their last objective. We 
hear the artist is about to give up his 
noble profession though, after Joy Smith 
was asked to identify a picture of him in 


his royal attire and remarked, “It’s some 
girl here in the office, but I don’t know 
which one.” , . . Our vice-president and 
general manager, Mr. John Agee, and his 
family have been enjoying a southern 
vacation which was spent in Mexico City 
last month. Mr. Agee reports that the re- 
gion is a tourist’s paradise with many 
things to do and places of interest to visit. 


Supply Department 


Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


A hearty welcome to five more return- 
ing service men; namely, Gay Henderson, 
Allen Behm and Don Rutledge working 
in the General Repair Shop; Bob Wohl- 
berg, Warehouseman; and Rollie Winders, 
working in the Supply Office. ... Mr. F. 
M. Strasser, Supervisor of Supplies, is 
very happy over the fact that his two 
sons, Dale and Richard Strasser, have 
both returned home from the armed Serv- 
ices and are on terminal leave, , 
Lyle Rauch, Warehouseman, went to Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas on February 19, 
1946 for entry into the Army....A wel- 
come goes to H. M. Miller, who was 
transferred from York, Nebraska to the 
General Repair Shop, also, to Charles 
Connors and Leland Rauch, who were 
both transferred from the Construction 
Department and are working as Ware- 
house men. ... What’s this we hear about 
Paul Henson putting a diamond ring on 
that certain finger on the left hand of 
Miss Betty Roeder? Congratulations, Paul. 
. . . We understand that Oscar Lewis is 
showing much improvement. He is out of 
the hospital and is able to be up and 
around a little while each day. Everyone 
wishes you a speedy, complete recovery, 
Oscar. ... Mr. H. F. Smith, Motor Vehicle 
Supervisor, informs us that he has re- 
ceived six 15 ton pickups. This is not 
much of a “dent” in our orders for 10 
14-ton pickups, 11 passenger cars, 2 34- 
ton trucks, 1 1-ton truck, 1 21!4-ton White 
truck, 2 214-ton International trucks, and 
one F,. W. D. Digger. However, receiving 
six helps and will give the fellows that 
are driving old rigs a little bit of hope 
and encouragement. ... To those of you 
who remember the great fisherman, Mr. 
O. P. Knee, we wish to report that he 
has been in the hospital and is at home 
right now but expects to have to go back, 
He is living in Los Angeles, California. 
Mr. Knee has been a retired employee 
of the company for a period of about 10 
years. We wish for him a speedy recovery, 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


By Evelyn Pruss 


The directory department with all its 
proof-reading and worries didn’t discour- 
age Betty Roeder. She came to work 
beaming with a big smile—and why 
shouldn’t she, not every girl receives a 
diamond twice too large for her left hand, 
third finger. The lucky man is Paul Hen- 
son, who is working part time for the 
Supply Department and attending the 
University of Nebraska. “Congratulations, 
Paul.” .. . Bill Quinn and Dick Lahr are 
having some good times together now 
that they are civilians again. One very 
“cute” attraction is to see them both in 
the cafeteria eating ice cream cones, Bill 
says to Dick, “Gee, two dips for a nickel.” 

According to reliable sources, the 
story goes that Howard Spahnle was the 
victim of one of those inevitable domestic 
mishaps recently. He became so engrossed 
in his task of doing the nightly dinner 
dishes that he failed to keep a sharp eye 
on his young son, Steven, who immedi- 
ately took advantage of the situation by 
locking himself in the broom closet. (Edi- 
tor’s note: Maybe the poor boy just got 
tired of looking at that face again.) The 
tale has a happy ending, but it wasn't 
until the fire department came to the 


rescue that the lad saw the light of day, 
and very proud about the whole thing 
he was, too. ... Last July, Betty Bauer 
started to knit a sweater for her boy 
friend for Christmas. From the latest 
report is is now almost finished. She 
started out just fine; knit one, pearl two, 
knit one, pearl two, but when the sweater 
was about half finished, she forgot to 
pearl or something and ripped it all 
apart, Oh well, we bet he will like a new 
sweater for Easter, Betty, we hope it goes 
with his new spring outfit. . . . Oscar 
Wohlberg is really smiling again. His son 
is home for good. He received his dis- 
charge from the navy a short time ago. 
This plus his new daughter-in-law adds 
up to a lot of happiness for Oscar. 

On the welcome back to the Business 
Office list goes Wilma McIntire who re- 
ceived her discharge from the WAC’s and 
is giving her able assistance in the Di- 
rectory Department, Waldo McDowell is 
back with us and has the title of Credit 
Manager. ... Again we go back to How- 
ard Spahnle. It must be his personality 
or what ever it is, it got him a pair of 
Nylon stockings for his wife. A lady 
appeared at the counter and Howard 
waited on her in his bright cheerful man- 
ner, After giving her a duplicate state- 
ment she asked him if he would have 
any use for a pair of Nylons. . . . The 
story goes that after waiting in line for 
at least an hour for the hose the wrong 
size was given to her. The big grin on 
his face apparently is for this little epi- 
sode. . .. Angela Pauley wore her hair 
in pig-tails to work one day because she 
couldn’t do a thing with it. Some people 
can’t figure out how she looks so young 
one day and grown up the next, What 
they don’t know won’t hurt them, eh, 
Angela? . . . If you walk past Marie 
Stockton’s desk and she has her calendar 
turned to March 23, it isn’t that she doesn’t 
know any better, but that is when she 
will go to Colorado Springs to see her 
husband. ... Strange things go on in the 
directory department, so we are _ told. 
What with all the stress and strain it 
might not be too hard to lose one’s grip 
a little, but that isn’t what happened to 
Jean Beck. She just keeps looking over 
that World Atlas and all of those maps 
trying to keep track of the boy friend, 
who at present is with the armed forces 
Overseas. Beats proof reading, anyway, 
eh, Jeannie? 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Kenneth Christensen, who was recently 
discharged from military service, is now 
back on the job. At present he is trying 
his hand at work in the switchroom and 
is located at ‘‘4” office. . . . The month of 
February saw the retirement of Michael 
Seanion after a fine record of 40 years, 
10 months and 11 days with the telephone 
industry. He has always executed his 
work faithfully and satisfactorily and we 
will greatly miss his association, . . . On 
the sick list have been Perry J, Caldwell 
who was off duty for several days with 
the ‘“flu,’’ and Mrs. Norma Burt, who has 
been suffering with a throat ailment.... 
H. G. Peachman also has been under med- 
ical care recently. We are happy to see 
him back at the job in the toll test room 
after two weeks of observation at the 
Veterans Hospital in Lincoln. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 

Comes another month and time to re- 
port the activities of our group again, 
P _ Janice Sedlacek, Rose Corning and 
Arlene Zabel took off on their week end 
and got as far as Athol, Kansas where 
they spent their time on a farm among 
the cows and chickens. From the pictures 


ff 13 Pe 


Steady there “War Admiral,” steady, 
boy! It isn’t quite clear whether Janice 
Sedlacek, Lincoln operator, is getting on 
or getting off, but the horse seems to be 
very philosophical about the whole thing. 
The scene is at Athol, Kansas during a 
recent week end visit. Accompanying Miss 
ea were Rose Corning and Arlene 

abel. 


they brought back we wuold say off hand 
that they had a very enjoyable time... . 
Caroline Ronhovde has made known her 
intentions to leave us in March, but she 
hasn’t told us her future plans. What- 
ever they are, we will miss her very 
much and hope for her success in what- 
ever she undertakes. . .. Toll classes be- 
gin March 4th with Dorothy Grafton at 
the helm as instructor. ... And already 
Elsie Anderson has asked us one by one, 
“When would you like to have your va- 
cation?” . .. Margaret Micloski and Irma 
Paulson have returned to work after a 
scuffle with “Ole Man Flu” and now it 
seems we are all getting back in the 
groove and with spring just around the 
corner, before very long absences due to 
colds should be over for a while. ° 
Evidence that the war is over and that 
we are settling down to peace time rou- 
tine is apparent in the operating room, 
The two position toll board which was 
installed to take care of the overload on 
the TX positions, has been removed and 
once again we can move around more 
freely than we could for some time... . 
Betty Kroeger spent her week end in 
Grand Island and Leata Smelser rested 
(?) in Omaha— that’s what the gal says! 
. We had two visitors last week—Eva 
Gooden, former local supervisor, dropped 
in on us from Minneapolis and the for- 
mer Doris Riddle came up to tell us that 
she became Mrs. Ben Keller on Valen- 
tine’s Day. It was good to see them both 
and to talk over old times even though 
their time here was much too short. . 
Mable Volpp is spending a few days with 
her family at Wausa. ... Marie Jackson, 
General Traffic office, was away for a 
couple of weeks welcoming her husband 
home from overseas. Part of their time 


was spent in Chicago. ... Dorothy Bell is 
resigning to be married, No further de- 
tails as yet! . .. Connie Mearns is spend- 


ing a leave of absence in New York get- 
ting acquainted with the family of the 
light of her life. . . . Beth Schoenholz is 
home caring for her mother who is ill. 
We are hoping for her speedy recovery 
and Beth’s return to work, 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 


Auburn 
Lena McLain, Correspondent 


At this writing we are happy to report 
that Johnny Brockmeyer has had the cast 
removed from his leg and expects to re- 
turn to work soon, .. . While Sterling 
Nelson is taking plant training in Lincoln, 


Tecumseh 


Ellen Murphy, 
Correspondent 


Harold Drake and 
Ray Johnson have 
gone on several wolf 
hunts during the 
past month and Har- 
old has a probable 
on one wolf. ... 
Norma Marshall put 
on a headset for the 
first time January 
28. Welcome Norma, 
we hope you will 
like us, . . . Marie 
Conradt spent a 
week end in Stein- 


Your Editor came up with a very red face last month when we auer visiting her 
Pictured a similar scene in the Beatrice operator’s lounge and parents while Ber- 
labeled it as York. The above scene is at York and pictures jjce Allen visited 


Arlene Anderson, supervisor, and Eleanor Buller, instructor. The 
girls in the Beatrice scene in last issue were Dorothy Whitehead 
and Lucille Murray. We're really very sorry. 


Tyler Ryan of Beatrice is taking his 
place. ’Tis nice to have you with us, 
Tyler. . . . Also, we welcome Miss Ida 
Hendrickson, she started learning the 
whys and .wherefores of the switchboard 
on February 11. . . . Omaha visitors this 
month were Jack Fowler, Jack and Viola 
Little, Mary Seid and Corrine Jezewski, 
while Thayer Morgan visited in Platts- 
mouth, February 14. 


Beatrice 


Jean Owens, Leland Hodge and 
Wilma Hinkle, Correspondents 


February has been a pleasant month 
for traveling: Mary Hopkins spent a week 
end in Kansas City; Lucille Murray 
journeyed to Hays, Kansas for a visit with 
her sister; Iona Baker visited in Omaha; 
Earl Schemmerhorn went to Fairbury; 
while Ted Ray went to Lincoln and John- 
son. ... Our welcome mat is out to Iona 
Baker who took up commercial duties on 
February 5 and already congratulations 
are in order for February 14 brought her 
a beautiful Valentine to be worn on the 
third finger left hand. . . , Wilma Grupe’s 
short stay in Lincoln turned out to be 
Lincoln’s gain and our loss. Good luck, 
Wilma. 


Fairbury 
Mandane Reid, Correspondent 


Helen Hollaway spent a week in 
Ogallala_ visiting relatives while Mary 
Rectors visited in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

. Lincoln visitors were, Elizabeth Epp, 
Mary Jackson, Martha Ehlers, T. : 
Longdon and Jack Caley. Lela Watson 
spent a week end in York and Waco... . 
Marie Lesher recently discharged from 
the WAVES has returned to her work in 
the Traffic Department, we are glad to 
see her back. ... The girls took time out 
for a Pot Luck Supper honoring Lela 
Watson our Chief Operator, and it is 
rumored that several suffered from over- 
eating. 


Humboldt 
Willistine Clark, Correspondent. 


A birthday supper was given by the 
employees honoring Rose Fankhouser, 
Assistant Chief Operator. The group pre- 
sented her with a dozen red roses. 
Another bouquet of roses was presented 
to Catherine Gillan on her birthday. ... 
Ed Flowerday is taking plant training in 
Lincoln. 


Sterling 


Helen Wehmer Boldt formerly our 
Chief Operator and now of the Lincoln 
Traffic visited our office recently. 
Barbara Ann Benson, Ruth Probst and 
Esther Fritz visited in Lincoln this month. 


her parents in Graff. 
., . Willard Sherman 
traded tree trimming 
for “book learnen”’ 
at Peru Normal. He has been missed by 
certain people in the Commercial Office. 

. The Flu bug took after Elvin Wait, 
Clara Costello, Robert Deeringer and Ray 
Johnson causing them to miss a few days, 
but all are back now. . Ray Johnson 
started the fishing season early by trying 
it on February 10, but had to be satisfied 
with the try and no fish. . . . Lois Eply 
accompanied friends on a flying trip to 
Galveston, Texas on February 9th and re- 
turned the 13th. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Geneva 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


Phyllis Most spent the week end of 
February 16 in Tobias visiting her cousin. 
. Phyllis Fellows enjoyed her day off 
visiting relatives in York. . .. Evelyn 
DuBois spent Sunday at her home helping 
her folks celebrate their wedding anni- 
versary, ... Mrs. Iva Sole, chief operator- 
cashier at Grafton, and Jean Moritz, a 
former operator at this exchange, visited 
our Office Friday, February 15... . For- 
mer telephone company associates en- 
joyed a party at the home of Mrs. Muriel 
Ogg Pearson in honor of Mrs. Eloise 
Pearson Buker, a former employee here 
who was recently married. Those present 
were Erma Dixon, Gladys Stiers, Frances 
Bobbitt Cartwright of York, Frances 
Hutchens Ebbeka, Geraldine Hourigan, 
Eita Griffin and Elsie Sole. Refreshments 
were served. The past four years Mrs. 
Buker has been employed with a tele- 
phone company in California but has re- 
signed to make her home in Texas where 
her husband, C/Warrant Officer Leland 
Buker, will be stationed. 


Hastings 


Mary Ann Swanson, Max Walker, Evajane 
Scheele and Mae Thomas, Correspondents. 


We welcome Lois Goldenstein, former 
toll operator, to the local commercial de- 
partment, Lois replaces Bette Willmes 
who left the first of January to make her 
home in Orange, California. And a royal 
welcome it is that Lois has received what 
with ‘cleaning up” the waiting list of in- 
stalls she has been duly initiated into the 
taking of orders. Marie Brewer has 
been at her home in Nelson on sick leave 
since February 10, ... The plot thickens 
as a second parking meter is missing from 
in front of the local office. Rumor has it 
that investigators might try looking in 
front of the Ralph Wait residence but 
we'll venture Ralph could find a better 
use for them. Mary Ann Swanson 
entertained the girls of the commercial 
department at dinner on February 5. (As- 
sociate Editor’s note: And was it ever 
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“delish’!) We wish to welcome Clarence 
Schleufer, who was transferred to the 
Plant Dept. from Lincoln, and C. E. Hed- 
strom, who was transferred from the Con- 
struction Dept. . . . The welcome mat is 
also out for Lloyd J. Voter who returned 
to work March 4 after receiving his dis- 
charge from the Army. ,..A_ big 
“smoker” has been planned for the night 
of February 28. Details next month... . 
Has anyone noticed how slowly but surely 
more and more of our local girls are being 
snatched up and planted in toll territory? 
Our loss has been made up to some ex- 
tent by the arrival of new personnel. 
Among these are Janice Leeper, Dorothy 
Northup, Delores Nuss and Mary Harlan. 
We’re happy to have them with us. . 
That old rumor ‘Harvard Air Base is 
closing”’ finally became a reality effective 
February 15, We are glad to welcome back 
the girls who have worked out there the 
past months, ... Pat Traphagen is leav- 
ing us the latter part of February. She 
plans to take life easy for awhile and 
may take a trip... . Also leaving, and in 
a new three room trailer, is Mrs. Nola 
Mahaffey. Her husband, a war veteran, 
decided to head for Angola, Indiana, 
where he plans to attend radio school. 
... Rosemary Kilby received a call the 
other day so that “Sunday Morning” may 
be right around the corner, ... Someone 
said March 15 was the date Norma Holm- 
grain had set. Would you verify that, 
Norma? . . . When inquiring for news 
this month, June Hagel informed us that 
she will have big news in April but until 
then “Mums” the word. Hmmmmm... . 
Lee Minton did a neat “twist” job of her 
hours. Being assigned 7:30 to 11:30 and 
1 to 5 she worked 1 to 5 and 7-11. What 
side did you get up on, Lee? ... We've 
been seeing a lot of new assistant super- 
visors lately with Mrs. Keenan and Doris 
Ground on the double in the “breaking 
in’’ process. , . . Shirley Harris has been 
trodding local ground quite frequently 
lately. Just to show you her heart’s in the 
right place, Shirley tried to warm things 
up in the locker room the other day by 
burning some of her hair. . . . Marie 
Pearson, Assistant Chief Operator, states 
that she finally received a pair of nylons 
but so far has not picked up the courage 


to wear them. ,. . Spring fever has gone 
to the feet of Maxine Barnhart who is 
footing a new pair of huraches. ... Vir- 


ginia Harper is a new toll operator and 
the two new toll students are Lucille 
Moats and Lois Lindstrom. . .. We are 
glad to have Mattie Petersen back with 
us again... , . Olive Hess and Doris Tooker 
found shelter behind a scarlet fever sign 
this month but they are out of quarantine 
now. . , . Lauretta Einspahr is back from 
her two weeks vacation in Holstein and 
wedding bells will soon be chiming for 
her, . .. Mrs, Phyllis Volz, former toll 
instructor, and Alfred Bieck are happily 
married, however we have been unable 
to get any details of the wedding. : 
Dorothy Osterthun spent the week end of 
February 23 in Tecumseh. ... Marietta 
and Donnabelle Budler spent the week 
end at their home in Hampton... . Irene 
Knipfel was the happy little girl that just 
got back from Colorado. . . . LaNora 
Hopken was really surprised when that 
big handsome marine visited Hastings. 
. .. A certain ship that arrived in the 
U.S. recently seems to excite Iva Thomp- 
son. ... The museum was a fascinating 
place Sunday afternoon for June Hagel 
and Hooper. . What happened to the 
good looking marine that waited so faith- 
fully for Arelyn Kort to get off work. 
. ,. . St. Valentine really remembered 
Edith Troudt, former operator, by pre- 
senting her with a little daughter. 

Aryllis Beirow must be getting spring 
fever already. She came to work last 


week on her day off... . Lela McCorkle 
must have gotten ready for work in a 
hurry to wear her skirt backwards. ‘ 
We wonder who Frieda Hoffman has been 
calling at Camp Shelby, Mississippi? .~o 
That puzzled look on Deloris Stengel’s 
face the other night deserves an explana- 
tion and here it is: A distant operator 
asked for a number and Deloris told her 
“618” is a party line’. The other operator 
retorted, “Can’t you ring it without the 
party?” .. . It must have really been a 
noisy circuit when the subscriber said, ‘“‘I 
heard you blow the whistle so I thought 
my time was up”. 


Stromsburg 


The operators here entertained at a 
Valentine luncheon on Saturday evening, 
February 9, honoring Mrs, Kermit Brant- 
ing, nee Josephine Anderson, a recent 
bride and former operator. After the 
luncheon a social evening was spent and a 
gift presented to Mrs. Branting from the 
group. 


Superior 


Viola Carlson, Correspondent 


The release of Army and Navy men has 
brought about some resignations in the 
Traffic Department. Josephine Tieskoetter 
and Frances Sarchet are among the wives 
who are again resuming their household 
tasks and while we regret losing them we 
are happy that they can resume the role 
of housewives. ... A new student is 
Dorthea Vale. . .. An old-timer who re- 
turned to help out for a few weeks is 
Elvira Bramwell, a former operator, Mary 
Ann Robinson is the new assistant chief 
operator. We hope you enjoy your new 
duties and good luck to you, Mary Ann. 
.. . Area Manager Frank F. Kubat and 
Chief Operator Frances Harmon attended 
a Company meeting in Lincoln on Feb- 
ruary 1. , .. Doris Frey, spent a lot of 
money playing bingo at the local audi- 
torium before she bingoed for a pair of 
nylon hose but was she happy! 


Sutton 
Iris Ramsey, Correspondent 


Charles Salisbury is a newcomer to this 
office as combinationman. We wish to 
welcome him and his family. . .. Mrs. 
Charles Ramsey spent Saturday, February 
9 in Hastings, . .. Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Adkins were also in Hastings February 
9. ... Mr. and Mrs. Charles Salisbury 
attended the Union dance in Lincoln 
Friday, February 15. 


York 
Maxine Meradith, Correspondent 


We wish to welcome two new operators 
—Norma Fischer and Patricia McCart- 


“You mean that since we had it repaired 
it doesn't spell any better?” 


ney. Along with the new are two former 
operators who are back with us again 
after a brief absence, namely, Luree 
McCarty and Ruth Kaeding. ... Two new 
toll students are Betty Heinike and Clara- 
bell Andresen. Velma _ Garlock’s 
husband arrived home _ recently from 
overseas and at the present time they are 
both visiting in Dallas, South Dakota, and 
Cuba, Kansas. . Bud Miller has been 
transferred to the Lincoln office. . _ Bob 
Tucker is in the Hines Veterans’ Hospital 


in Chicago. 


Welcome Home 
(Continued from Page 3) 


the European Theater, his overseas service 
dating from August, 1944. Don obtained 
his discharge at Fort Leavenworth on the 
last day of the old year. 


WILLIAM BOYD IMLER who; before 
his entry into service in November, 1942, 
was employed as truck driver, is again with 
us as a lineman in the construction depart- 
ment. Boyd's first army experience was 
with an armored division at Camp Beale, 
California, but after qualifying as a student 
for pilot’s training, he entered the air- 
force in August, 1943 and rose to the rank 
of lieutenant and full-fledged pilot by No- 
vember, 1944. He was taking extended 
training at War’s-end at Walla Walla, 
Washington and received his terminal 
leave on November 20, 1945. 


ROLLAND R. WINDERS resumed his 
work as clerk in the supply department, 
a position he vacated in March, 1943, to 
shoulder arms. Rollie was attached to a 
signal company of the 8th Armored Di- 
vision which was stationed at North Camp 
Polk, Louisiana until being transported for 
foreign service in November, 1944. Be- 
fore his return to America, Rollie saw ac- 
tive or occupational service in seven Euro- 
pean countries. 


GAY T. HENDERSON is again in fa- 
miliar surroundings as shopman in the 
supply department after an absence of 
forty-two months spent in the uniform of 
the U. S. Army. Early in his army career, 
Gay was selected for officers’ training and 
graduated as lieutenant from the O. C. S. 
at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey in March, 
1943. After various assignments in the 
States he embarked on the long boat ride 
to Australia in late September, 1943. Movw- 
ing north in the wake of the advance upon 
Japan, Gay later occupied posts at Hol- 
landia and Finchaufen, New Guinea and 
sailed from the latter port to land on these 
shores in early December of last year. 


ALLAN G. BEHM is back with us as 
a shopman in the supply department fol- 
lowing a forty-month term of service with 
the Army air forces. Allan received 
ground and gunnery courses at Hondo 
and Eagle Pass, Texas before his selec: 
tion as a pilot trainee. From May, 1944 
until his discharge on February 11, he 
had pursued courses toward that end in 
Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia and Florida. 
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Reported in last month’s “News” was 
the marriage of Petty Officer and Mrs. 
Charles Ramsey. Mrs. Ramsey, our cashier 
at Sutton, is the former Iris Barbee. 
Aren't they a good looking couple? 


He is the son of General Plant Superin- 


tendent, F. E. Behm. 
JAMES L. BAXTER, Jr., whose father 


is the veteran combinationman and senior 
representative of the name, returned to 
employment in the construction depart- 
ment on February 20. Jim’s army life 
began with his entrainment for Leaven- 
worth in October, 1942, and a few short 
weeks thereafter word arrived of his as- 
signment to a headquarters company at 
an Alaskan post. He came home on fur- 
lough last year to marry “the girl back 
home” and was returned again last No- 
vember to be given his discharge at Fort 
Leavenworth. 

KENNETH L. CHRISTENSEN, of 
the Lincoln service department is back 
on the job after having spent one and 
a half years as dental assistant in a Naval 
Hospital on the island of Trinidad in the 
South Caribbean. Ken’s entire stretch of 
Naval service dates from November, 1943, 
and, judging from the healthy increase in 
his bulk and stature the life of a sailor 
seems to have dealt kindly with him. 


MARIE LESHER completed a twenty- 
two months’ service record as a member 
of the WAVES, dating from March, 1944 
until her return to Fairbury as a civilian 
in January. She resumed her former em- 
ployment as operator in the Fairbury traf- 
fic department on February 4. Marie 
worked, while in uniform, as a pharma- 
cists-mate in the U. S. Naval Hospital at 
Great Lakes, Illinois. 


DONALD G. RUTLEDGE, shopman 
in the supply department served with an 
infantry signal company during his period 
of absence, which was one day less than 
three years. A three battle star veteran 
of the campaigns in the Ardennes, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe, Don was also 
a widely travelled tourist, visiting, before 
his return, the countries of Scotland, Eng- 
land, Wales, Belgium, Holland, Czecho- 


Slovakia, Italy, Switzerland, and Germany. 
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WHO WAS GOING To MOUNT i reemt PUBLIC" ON AN IRON PIPE USED 
AS A BUILDING SUPPORT, DURING THE COURSE OF YEARS THE PIPED 
Han BECOME FILLED WITH WATER —- AND WHEN BEDRIC'S DRILL BROKE 
THROUGH HE GOT THe FIRST GUSH SMACK IN THE FACE. . LATER 
HE HAD TO HOLD HIS FINGER OVER THE HOLE WHILE THE PIPE WAS 
EMPTIED OF WATER ai A BUCKET BRIGADE . 


KEN BOSHART APPEARED AT THE BOWLING 
ALLEY WEARING A SPORT SHIRT ON THE 
BACK OF WHICH WAS EMBROIDERED AN 
€AR OF CORN AND A LARGE NUMERAL 
“997 ~ AND WHEN KEN THEN ROLLED fA 
VERY CORNY GAME OF 99 HE WAS 
FIT To BE TIED ! 


Vignettes 0 


THEY RE Too 
PRICELESS 
To WEAR ' 


MILDRED SAMEH , DAVID CITY, SLIPPED 
WHILE CARRYING OUT A PAIL OF ASHES | 
DID A FLIP A PIROUETTE AND ACROBATIC 
PLITS~ AND DIDN'T SPILL AN ASH / 


HERES YouR MAIL BUT 


YOULL ae To PRY MY 
HAND OPE 
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“LITTLE BILL’ SCHUMAN LIKES TO KEEP BUSY, 50 HE ANBLED INTO eee OUT" 
TERRITORY 10 SEE. IF JESS ELLIS NEEDED ANY HELP IN PRINTING THE 
FLOOR « BILL'S FIRST HELPFUL ACT WAS To SIEP-KER PLUNK- INTO THE RED 
PAINT BUCKET ~ AND HE GOT OUT OF THERE IN ONE OF THE FINEST 
EXHIBITIONS OF HURDLING EVER _— IN THESE cs p 
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MARIE PEARSON, HASTINGS! DORIS FREY, SUPERIOR, SPENT WILMA AORMSON, LINCOLN 
CANT SUMMON -THE- A LoTor bouGH INTHE | MAIL ROOM, BRAVE De 
COURAGE To WEAR THE | ATTEMPT-ANO FINALLY BINGOEDA COLD NORTH WIND ANO 
PAIR SHE RECENTLY | PAIR- AND WAS SHE THE [TWO BLOCK NYLON LINE THE 
RECEIVED AS A GIFT. | HAPPY GIRL / OTHER NOON 


THAT 
TICKLES / 


G.W. JAHN, ACCOUNTING DEPT. ATTEMPTED 10 Oust 
DONNA HOLLOWAY'S CHAIR (WITH DONNA IN IT) AND HAD 
THe, GOOD DEED TURNED INTO A CALAMITY WHEN 
THE ABOVE SCENE TOOK PLACE i 


: HER RYAN LOITERED HND WINDOW SHOPPED ON THE 

MAIN STREET OF SOUTH AUBURN WHILE JACK FOWLER 

SLEUTHED HBOUT TRYING To BUY A BAR OF SOAP. 

A LOCAL SHOPKEEPER , KEEPING HIS EYE ON THE 

b STRANGERS, DECIDED HAT THEY WERE “CASING 
THE JOINTS" AND SPREAD THe ALARM. THe 
STORY LATER CAME OUT THAT THE OWNERS OF 
A GROCERY AND A LIQUOR STORE STAYED UP ALL 
NIGHT WITH A BLUNDER BUS ACROSS THEIR 


ee ES LeUAE OuT Ov. 
“3 OF HERE! 7 Z, 


RUTH SWANSON, YORK , WAS CONFRONTED BY 4 

MOUSE WHEN SHE OPENED A DRESSER DRAWER 
ONE MORNING AND, LETTING OUT A SCREAM, SHE 
JUMPED STRAIGHT INTO THE HIR . THIS SCARED 


THE MOUSE WHO MADE A DIVE FORTHE EXIT PN QL) ee et Sees KNEES AWAITING THE NOCTURNAL RETURN 
AND KIT THE FLOOR DIRECTLY IN THE PATH OF 2 = [es BR, LINCOLN seteie HAD # OF THE TWO SUSPICIOUS LOOKING STRANGERS, 
RUTH'S DESCENDING FEET. HE IMMEDIATELY ROUGH HALE HOUR WHEN cer. eappeD — TELER AND JACK HAVE ONLY RECENTLY 
BECAME fl MOUSE CORPUS DELICTI-A VERY TB a suBTERRHNEAN VAULT AT A LOCAL BANK. |g MOVED INTO AUBURN, CARRYING ON IN THe 

DEAD ONE- AND RUTH 15 QUITE PROUD , HE FINALLY ESCAPED VIA A SIDEWALK GRILL. Caen OF MANAGER STERLING REDeON 


HE 1945-46 bowling season rolled around to another 

highly successful climax last month with the largest 
and most lively participation ever to be recorded in 
L. T and T. annals of the sport. 


The Outside Service team, winners for two successive seasons. 
Lefi to righi, B. D. Pattison, Elmer Dougherty, Bedric Wanek, 
John Fischer, Alex Geist, Art King and Rex Winders. Not present 
was Walt Stewart. 


The rooting section of a Switchroom-Inside Service tilt. Left 
to right, Mrs. Clem Bottorff, Mrs. Henry Peachman, Mrs. Earl 
Lawson, Mrs, Howard Stroup and Mrs. Del Gilmore. 


The Lincoln league’s high scorer, Howard Spahnle, in action. Behind him, Bob 
Clifford apparently has dropped a ball on his foot. Ed Brehm is winding up a 
toss down the alley. Spahnle averaged 182. 


A total of 70 men entered the play which extended 
through 28 sessions with each of the eight teams engag- 
ing in four rounds of play. Due to the added interest the 
teams were enlarged from five to seven men with two 
players “bowling off” each week according to a pre- 
arranged schedule. Competition began on September 12 
and wound up on March 27 with only one week skipped 
because of the city bowling 
tournament. 


Repeating as Lincoln cham- 
pions for the second straight 
season, Outside Service came 
through in an eye-lash finish 
to edge out the aspiring Inside 
Service lads by only two 
games. It was a keen battle 
to the final game when the 
winners laid the Accountants 
low for three straight to put 
the crown on ice. The Switch- 
room and Local Commercials 
took third and fourth honors 


with the cellar aggregation Alice Wanek and Hi Wheel- 
| i iendly post- 
being composed of the Gen- &7.engage in a friendly pos 


season hand shake. 
eral Commercials, Account- 


ants, General Plant and Shop & Supply in that order. 


In the Hastings-Lincoln annual feud the score stands 
exactly even with nine games won and lost for each side. 
The Lincoln challengers sent a team of ten hopefuls west- 
ward bound a few weeks ago to clash with the Queen 
City stalwarts and the battle ended in a no decision tie 
with 3 games won for each team. The Lincoln contenders 
are looking forward to a return engagement at Lincoln 


Picioriai recordings of the Hastings-Lincoln feud taken at Hastings. At left seated are Lloyd Jenkins, John Litzenberg, John Back- 
Strom, an unnamed Hastings scorekeeper, Jack Mason, Ernie Royce, Jim Dudgeon and Carl Ahl. John Spady and Max Walker are 
Standing. Seated spectators are Bill Cummings and Lyle Young. At right are Chet Harp, Ted Burr, W. F. Combs, Doc Wilson, Lee 
Schlentz, Ralph Wait and Cecil Donley. Standing are Hank Wentink, John Spady, Carl Ahl, Max Walker, H. H. Lahr and Buck Isaman. 


A locker room scene with Bedric Wanek, Rex Winders, 


Fred 


Strasser and the man filling up a large portion of the foreground, 


Lloyd Jenkins. 


sometime soon. Jim Dudgeon and Buck Isaman starred 
for Hastings with high scores of 525 and 472. Lincoln 
stand-outs were Chet Harp and Rex Winders who came 
through with 532 and 501. Following the session of bowl- 
ing the famous Hastings brand of hospitality took things 
well in hand with a super buffet supper and an evening 
of good fellowship. 

Following last year’s pattern, a round robin following 
the regular team competition was staged at Lincoln on 
April 3 with every man for himself on a handicap basis. 
As usual this turned out to be a cut-throat proposition 
with no quarter asked or given. The old smoke ball 
artist, Sammy Lawrence, sailed through with a handicap 
score of 657 to leave the other contenders eating his dust, 
with the old professor, G. W. Jahn, making a valiant 
effort with 651 and neatly tucking away the second 
honors. Harry Gore, the iron man who played more games 
than anybody else in the league, walked off with the 
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Seven of the ten league leading bowlers. Left to right, Ken 
Beshart, Howard Spahnle, John Backstrom, Elmer Dougherty, Chet 
Harp, Asa Waters and Bedric Wanek. Not in attendance were 
George Walroth, K. B. Cary and Ken Lawson. 


The cheering section of the crucial finale between Outside 
Service and the Accountants. Standing are three accounting gals, 
Donna Holloway, Virginia Miller and Terry Largent. Seated are 
members of the famous Outside Service rooters, Mrs. Rex Win- 
ders, Mrs. Alex Geist, Mrs. Bedfric Wanek and Mrs. John Fischer. 


Sizing up the evening’s scores are, seated, Alice Wanek, john 
Backstrom and Ernie Royce. Standing are George Barney, Ace 
Waters, Ronnie Ahl, Carl Ahl, George Walroth, Howard Spahnle, 
Roy Cleveland, Bill Hassler, Ot Gorman and Rex Winders. 


third prize with a 639. Other winners were George 
Walroth, 609; Lloyd Jenkins, 601; Waldo McDowell, 
595; Ken Boshart, 594; K. L. Lawson, 591; Earl Lawson, 
590; and Bedric Wanek and George Mann split the tenth 
place winnings with 588. Lee Schlentz was nudged out 
of the money by a measely one pin which really broke 
the heart of the well known philanthropist. 


A big vote of thanks goes to the league’s secretary, 


Bedric Wanek, who did a fine job of keeping the records 
of play and attending to the finances of the activity. Also 
rating orchids are the Printing Service Department folks 
who kept the weekly bulletins coming through promptly 
and our Personnel Director, Guy Seaton, through whose 
office the bowling was sponsored. 


As a topper-offer for the season’s wind-up, a dinner for 


all bowlers who competed is being planned for the latter 
part of April. At this occasion plans will be laid for next 
year’s activities and the 1946-47 officers will be elected. 


A camera study of some familiar figures on the alleys in action. Left to right, Harry Gore, Howard Smith, Art King, 


Earl Lawson and, at the extreme right, Charlie Peachman 


in a demonsiration of his famous “body English.” 


Ernest M. Barney Otio F. Buck 


pS 


Lloyd J. Voter 


Robert W. Muse George H. Ramsey 


The Navy came into its own during March when seven of 
the nine returning veterans of the month packed their bell-bot- 
tomed trousers away in moth balls. There are NOW only 41 of the 
original 137 Honor Roll Employees who are still in service and 
73 have already resumed their employment with the Company. 


JACOB ALBRANDT joined the service in September, 1943, 
as a member of the “SeaBees,” and received training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia and Port Huenema, California. In May, 1944, he 
sailed for the Pacific combat area with the 5th Naval Construc- 
tion Brigade, where he was attached to the motor pool. He re- 
turned to work on March 4, as lineman in the construction de- 


partment. 


ERNEST M. BARNEY enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 
October, 1942, and embarked on a training course which cast 
him, at various times, in most of the border states from Florida 
to Washington. He rose to the rank of sergeant, and was dis- 
charged at Fort Lewis, Washington, on Februray 16, returning 


to his position as shopman in the supply department on March 18. 


OTTO F. BUCK entered the Navy Ship Repair Service in 
June, 1944 with the rating of electricians’ mate, second class 
and was assigned to the floating dry dock training center at 
Tiburon, California. In October, 1944 he sailed on the hugh 
concrete structure to the Pacific Base Area, being returned to the 
States for discharge in mid-December. He reentered the con- 


struction department as lineman on March 18. 


W. W. “Bud” EDEN joined the Navy as a ‘“SeaBee” in 
September, 1943, and trained at Camp Peary, Virginia and 


Ome 


W. W. Eden 


Wesley E. Hayes Charles H. 


Kermoade 


Port Hueneme, California. In April, 1944, he boarded a trans- 
port for the Admiralty Islands where he served until the war’s end 
as a member of the 22nd Special Construction Battalion. He ar- 
rived back home shortly before Christmas and reentered the en- 
gineering department as draftsman on March 18. 


WESLEY E. HAYES has rejoined the construction depart- 
ment as lineman after an absence dating from May, 1943. Wesley 
was also a member of the ‘“SeaBees,” having entered combat 
service in March, 1944, following his training period at Camp 
Peary, Virginia and Camp Parks, California. 


CHARLES H. KERMOADE was reemployed on March 1 
as groundman in the Auburn plant department, which position 
he had vacated in March, 1943, to enlist in the ‘“SeaBees.”’ Also 
trained at Camp Peary, Virginia, Charles left for overseas in 
October, 1943 and served in the South Pacific Theater. 


ROBERT W. MUSE entered the Navy in April, 1943 and 
attended Electrical school at Camp Peterson, Idaho before being 
assigned to service in the Pacific War. On his return to the 
States he was stationed for a short time at the Naval Air Base 
at Olatha, Kansas, receiving his discharge in February. He took 


up his former post as lineman in the construction department 


on March 18. 


GEORGE H. RAMSEY of the Lincoln service department 
returned to his work as switchman on March 26 after twenty-two 
months of service in the Navy. George obtained his boot training 
at Great Lakes and a course in the quartermaster school at Gulf- 
port, Mississippi before his assignment in January, 1945, to the 
aircraft carrier “Intrepid,” operating in Pacific waters. He ob- 
tained his release in Jaunary. 


LLOYD J. VOTER, combinationman in the Hastings plant 
department left for the Army in November, 1943 and returned 
on March 4, last. Specializing in signal construction and repair 
work, he received training at Camp Crowder, Missouri and Camp 
Reynolds, Pennsylvania and sailed in the fall of 1944 for the 
Pacific war zone. Nearly all his foreign service was spent in the 
Philippines, in the mammoth task of disentangling the Island’s 
communication system after the war passed over the Manila 
section. 
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K. L. Lawson 
Commercial Engineer 


Lawson, Walroth and Spahnle Move Up 


in Commercial Department Positions 


A SUCCESSION of important and well deserved pro- 


motions in Commercial Department suj ervisory po- 
sitions was announced last month. 


Kenneth L. Lawson was advanced to the position of 
commercial engineer and was succeeded by George E. 
Walroth who was made directory and methods supervisor. 
They will serve on the staff of the general commercial 
superintendent and will be responsible for commercial 
operations in their respective offices throughout the 118 
exchanges in Southeastern Nebraska which our Company 
operates. Howard W. Spahnle was named as directory 
compilation supervisor in the Lincoln business office 
where he will have charge of the compilation and pub- 
lishing of the Lincoln and Bennet telephone directories. 


Included in Mr. Lawson’s assignments will be the re- 
sponsibilities of the annual commercial program, special 
leased services, the provisional estimate and exchange tar- 
iffs. He will also assist the general commercial superin- 
tendent in other matters relating to this office. Mr. 
Walroth will be responsible for the issuance of the 26 
telephone directories published by our Company and will 
supervise the preparation and revision of commercial 
methods and routines. 


Launching his career in the telephone field as a solici- 
tor in the Lincoln business office in 1927, Mr. Lawson 
was advanced in October, 1929 to the staff of the general 
commercial superintendent where he held the positions 
of sales engineer and sales training supervisor before 
his appointment as directory and methods supervisor in 
1935. His capabilities and proficiency as a commercial 
supervisor have been ably displayed and these coupled 
with his varied experience and personable characteristics 
make him particularly well fitted to carry out the respon- 


(Continued on page 6) 


Louise Roth 
Lincoln Chief Operator 


George E. Walroth 
Directory and Methods Supervisor 


Traffic Department Advancements Made 
at Lincoln and Hastings 


ROMOTIONS as supervisory heads of the Lincoln and 

Hastings traffic operating departments were received 
last month by Mrs. Louise Roth, who became chief opera- 
tor at Lincoln, and Ardena Pearson, who was named as 
chief operator at Hastings. Mrs. Roth succeeds Mrs. 
Berniece Smith Witcoski, who resigned last month follow- 
ing her recent marriage. Melba Richards, formerly chief 
operator at Hastings, has been assigned new responsi- 
bilities as assistant chief operator at Lincoln. 


Moving up from positions of evening chief operator 
were Marian Niemann, who also was named assistant chief 
operator at Lincoln, and Mrs. Irene Combs, who succeeds 
Miss Pearson as assistant chief operator at Hastings. 
Dorothy Nelson of Lincoln and Dorothy Osterthum of 
Hastings received advancements as evening chief operators 
at those exchanges. 

The traffic force of 125 operators at Lincoln are re- 
sponsible for the operation of the long distance, secretarial 
service and information boards. Hastings has 70 operators 
who also handle local calls in addition to these other serv- 
ices. The supervision of these operating forces will be the 
responsibility of Mrs. Roth and Miss Pearson who will 
be assisted in the carrying out of these duties by the assist- 
ant chief operators and evening chief operators in their 
respective offices. 

Mrs. Roth was first employed as a student operator 
at the College View exchange in Lincoln in 1931 and 
held the position of chief operator at the time the ex- 


L 
(Continued on page 9) 


A photograph of Miss Pearson was not available for 
this month’s “News.’”’ Her picture will appear in a later 
issue. 
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Inside Service Stages “Farewell 
Party in Honor of beorge Mann 


HE accompanying scenes were 

taken at the party given last 
month by employees of the Inside 
Service department at Lincoln as a 
parting gesture of friendship and 
good wishes to the veteran dispatch- 
er, George Mann, on the eve of his 
departure for his new job as ad- 
vanced clerk in the Accounting De- 
partment. The fine turnout of 55 was 
good evidence of the high regard in 
which he is held by those with whom 
he has worked for so many years. 


Undisputed champ 
among the dough- 
nut eaters was Les 
Pierce, who stowed 
away an amazing 
number. Doug 
Perryman hands 
him a fresh supply. 


The party was held in the newly 
decorated Club Room at the General 
Office Building. A game of Bingo 
with appropriate prizes started things 
rolling, after which Mr. Mann was 
presented with a somewhat battered 
bowling ball with the explanation 
that a brand new one had been or- 
dered with the forlorn hope that it 
might do something to improve his 
game. (Pretty optimistic, some 
thought). A delicious lunch was the 


satisfying climax to a most enjoyable. 
evening. 


The man of the 
hour, George Mann, 
Smilingly displays 
his “going away” 
present, a fine 
bowling ball. 


The east room 
bingo players inter- 
rupt their game 
long enough to fa- 
vor the cameraman 
with a look into 
the iens. 


Commercial Promotions 
(Continued from page 5) 
sibilities of his new office. He holds 
a Bachelor of Science degree from 
the University of Nebraska received 
in 1925 and is a member of the Lin- 
coln Chamber of Commerce and the 
Independent Pioneer Telephone As- 
sociation. He has long been identi- 
fied with activities in the Commun- 


ity Chest and Red Cross. 


Mr. Walroth began his telephone 
experience in 1927 as a solicitor and 
collector in the Lincoln Business Of- 
fice. He was made assistant collection 
manager in 1930 and credit manager 
in 1931. Since July, 1944 he has super- 
vised the compilation and publication 
of the Lincoln and Bennet directories 
and his first hand knowledge of di- 
rectory work together with his eigh- 
teen years of experience with Com- 
pany policies and routines will serve 
as a splendid background for his new 
position. He was graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree from the 
University of Nebraska in 1926 and 
is a member of the American Legion 
and the Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association. During the past 
year he has been particularly active 
in the latter organization as chair- 
man of the entertainment committee. 


Mr. Spahnle has combined his tele- 
phone experience with three years 
of service with the U. S. Signal 
Corps from which he recently re- 
turned with the commission of major. 
He entered the Lincoln Business Of- 
fice as a salesman in 1932, was trans- 
ferred to Hastings as a combination- 
man in 1935 and returned to Lincoln 
in December, 1936 as a toll salesman. 
He was made commercial representa- 
tive in 1938, resuming this title fol- 
lowing his return from military serv- 
ice last November. He attended the 
University of Nebraska and is a 
graduate of the Command and Gen- 
eral Staff School at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. Active in civic and 
welfare work, he is a former vice- 
president of the Lincoln Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, a member of 
the American Legion and has de- 
voted much effort to the promotion 
of Salvation Army and Community 
Chest affairs. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the 
month of March, 1946. 


Primary members: Howard 
Spahnle, Lincoln Commercial De- 
partment, $3.00; Inez Brunkow, Ac- 
counting Department, $167.50; L. P. 
Livingston, Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, $15.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. R. V. Clifford, 
Lincoln, $168.00; Mrs. F. J. Coil, Lin- 
coln, $16.50; Bernice R. Howland, 
Weeping Water, $9.00. 
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Pioneers Reach Goal 


of 400 Members 
\ R. L. G. SAUNDERS, who is the 


chairman of the membership 
committee for the Pioneer Chapter, 
is beaming broadly these days—and 
small wonder. Under his capable di- 
rection, the Chapter has driven for- 
ward to its membership quota a full 
three months ahead of schedule, 
which in itself is no small accomplish- 
ment; add to this the fact that the 
quota was set early in the fiscal year 
at a figure which almost doubled 
the growth of any previous year and 
the reason for the chairman’s inward 
glow becomes apparent. 


On March 25, Arthur B. Smith, 
of the Lincoln Service department 
sank his portly frame into a chair, af- 
fixed his signature to a Pioneer appli- 
cation blank, and thus became the 
sixty-first applicant of the year, and 
the four-hundredth member in good 
standing. Arthur was quite touched 
at the reception he received as the 
news spread that the quota had been 
reached. 


Organized in June, 1941, the 
Chapter concluded its first year 
with 275 members. This figure in- 
cluded the 195 Pioneers who joined 
at the formation meeting and 15 who 
transferred to the Chapter from the 
National Organization at that time. 
The end of the second year showed 
an enrollment of 294, the third year, 
327, and the fourth 343. 


With the coming of the war 
within six months of the time of the 


Latest Winners of Awards 
in Employees Suggestion Plan 


Oo. L. Sturtevant 


N EXCELLENT assortment of 
+} suggestions continues to be re- 
ceived by the suggestion committee 
of the new Employees Suggestion 
Plan. 


Latest award winners were O. L. 
Sturtevant of the General Plant De- 
partment, Alvina Miller of the Ac- 
counting Department and Vern 
Campbell, David City area manager. 
Mr. Sturtevant and Miss Miller have 
the distinction of being repeat win- 
ners for their ideas, both having won 
awards in former months. 


Mr. Campbell submitted a _ pro- 


Alvina Miller 


Vern Campbell 


posal which is believed will be most 
helpful in alleviating the critical 
shortage of magneto telephones for 
farm installation. He suggests that 
certain circuit changes be made in 
automatic wall dial telephones which 
would make them adaptable for use 
in magneto exchanges for town sub- 
scribers. The sets thus recovered 
would then be made available for 
rural subscribers. Preliminary tests 
indicate satisfactory transmission and 
signalling qualities and the initial in- 
stallation of about sixty sets is con- 
templated at Bellwood, Surprise and 
Rising City. 


Chapter’s founding, it is remarkable 
that it was able to hold its member- 
ship in the face of the myriad of dis- 
rupting influences; and all the more 
so that the enrollment was increased 
each year. Credit for this achieve- 
ment must be given to Past-Presi- 
dents C. P. Russell, L. C. Anderson, 
F. M. Strasser and M. M. Hale and 
to their selection of committeemen 
who possessed the qualities and en- 
thusiasm which were necessary to 
build the organization in the face of 
adverse conditions. 


The ending of the war last August 
brought prospect and opportunity to 
accelerate the growth of the Chapter 
and the quota was established at 400 
members by July 1, 1946. Aside 
from the renewing of efforts to sign 
up prospects close to home, the mem- 
bership committee wrote to every 
Independent telephone company in 
the State, asking that they submit 
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a list of their employees who were 
eligible to become members of the 
Chapter. These prospect lists were 
then solicited with the result that ap- 
plications were obtained from the far 
corners of Nebraska. The energy 
and efforts of three men, George 
Cruickshank, Arthur Keckler and 
George Keith account for twenty 
more new members while the Pio- 
neer Representatives throughout the 
State have been working consider- 
able success with eligible persons in 
their areas, all of which proves again 
the truth of the old red rooster’s sage 
observation, “The worms are there 
always, but you have to dig to get 
them.” 


(Editor’s note: It must be apparent that 
the writer of this article was Mr. Joe 
Hartley, the Chapter'’s president, who with 
customary modesty, leaves himself en- 
tirely out of the picture in portioning out 
bouquets for the accomplishment. We be- 
lieve that all who have had a hand in 
Pioneer activities this year will agree that 
much of the Chapter’s progress may be 
attributed to his enthusiastic and able di- 
rection.) 


Dial Conversion at Plattsmouth 
Is Progressing 


RELIMINARY work of convert- 

ing the Plattsmouth exchange to 
dial operation was begun last month 
as a special crew of five men com- 
posed of Claude Walker as foreman, 
Boyd Wedgewood, Allan Behm, Gay 
Henderson and Don Rutledge moved 
in to begin the changing of subscrib- 
ers’ telephones. The instruments will 
be of the hand set type in both desk 
and wall style with mountings pro- 
vided for the addition of dials at a 
later date. About 300 sets will be 
changed at this time and others will 
be added as the supply of instru- 
ments becomes available. The tele- 
phones that are being removed will 
also be put to good use. After any 
necessary reconditioning they will be 
installed at other exchanges to meet 
service demands at those points. 


Dial equipment for Plattsmouth 
was ordered before Pearl Harbor 
and plans were drawn for the erec- 
tion of a new exchange building but 
a suspension of the project was made 
necessary by the war. Construction 
of the building also was begun last 
month but the work was halted be- 
cause of government building re- 
strictions. When completed, the 
building will house the telephone 
business office, the long distance 
switchboard, dial switching equip- 
ment and will provide quarters for 
repair and installation personnel and 
motor vehicle facilities. It will be 
located at the southeast corner of 
Seventh and Main Streets and will 


be a one story brick structure in an 
attractive architectural design. 


Prior to the conversion, extensive 
improvements in the outside plant 
facilities will be made including the 
installation or replacement of cable, 
poles and drops, thus permitting a 
more efficient and flexible service to 
subscribers. Plattsmouth will be the 
first of forty-seven exchanges sched- 
uled for dial conversion in the Com- 
pany’s post-war program. We now 
serve 36,669 out of the total of 77,- 
065 subscribers with dial service. 
Thirty of our 118 exchanges are dial 
operated. 


New Library Books 

OUR new books have been added 

to the employees’ library located 
in room 218 of the General Office 
Building. One technical book is in 
the group. It is entitled, “Principles 
of Electricity, Applied To Tele- 
phone Work,” written by the Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany as a training course text for 
employees of the Long Lines Depart- 
ment. 


The three remaining books are fic- 
tion and include: “Prides Way,” by 
Robert Molloy; “The Yellow Room,” 
by Mary Roberts Rinehart; and 
“Wake of the Red Witch,” by Gar- 
land Roark. 


All employees are invited to come 
in and look over these and ihe many 
other recent books which have been 
added to the library. Any which 
prove of interest may be checked out. 


Architect's sketch of the new exchange building for Plattsmouth. Construction of the 
building was begun last month but was halted due to current government restrictions. 
Work will be resumed as soon as materials become available. 
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Volume 27 Comes 
From the Bindery 


S3Ss: 2882552 
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ICTURED here is the handsome 
array of bound copies of Volume 
27 of the Lincoln Telephone News 
as they came from the bindery last 
month. The volumes include twenty 
issues of the “News” from May, 
1944 to December, 1945 and repre- 
sent the first time that the publica- 
tion has been arranged in volume 
form since 1933 when the last of the 
former magazine series was pub- 
lished. Many employees who had 
saved copies of the publication par- 
ticipated in the binding and in addi- 
tion several volumes of issues prior 
to 1934 were bound. Black and ma- 
roon predominated in the choice of 
colors although a few were done in 


dark green. 


Volume 28 will go to the bindery 
following the printing of the Decem- 
ber, 1947 issue. Those who wish to 
participate should arrange to save is- 
sues published during 1946 and 1947. 


The first newspaper report to be 
transmitted over the telephone was 
sent from Salem to Boston, Mass., in 
1877. 
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From a village newspaper: “Due to 
the shortage of paper, a number of 


births will be postponed until next 


week.” 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom it Is Fur- 
nished Without Charge. 


A. B. Gorman, Editor 
J. H. Hartutey Assistant Editor 
Publication Office. Room 200. 
1342 M Street, f.incoln, 1, Nebr. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


‘A Nebraska Company Serving Its People’’ 


Traffic Advancements 
(Continued from page 5) 


change became dial operated in 1937. 
She became a supervisor at Lincoln 
in 1940 and was appointed assistant 
chief operator in 1942. Miss Pearson 
dates her employment to 1928 when 
she became a student operator at 
Hastings. She has served at Has- 
tings and Superior holding the titles 
of supervisor and evening chief op- 
erator at Hastings before her ap- 
pointment as assistant chief operator 
last February. Both have demon- 
strated much ability and initiative in 
their varied assignments and are par- 
ticularly well qualified to assume the 
added responsibilities of their new 
offices. 


Miss Richards’ important assign- 
ment at Lincoln manifests her cap- 
abilities as a supervisor and provides 
a stepping stone to further advance- 
ment. Her fifteen years of service 
at Hastings and Superior constitute 
a fine background of experience. She 
has held the positions of instructor, 
assistant chief operator and chief op- 
erator at Superior and in January, 
1944 was made chief operator at 
Hastings. 


Miss Niemann and Mrs. Combs 
are well qualified to assume their 
duties as assistant chief operators as 
are Miss Nelson and Miss Osterthum 
in their new positions as evening 
chief operators. All have a practical 
knowledge of traffic operating and 
have displayed much ability in their 
work as supervisors. 


Leland Hodge 
Named Beatrice Wire Chief 


FINE advancement came to M. 

Leland Hodge last month when 
he was made wire chief at Beatrice 
following the recent retirement on 
pension of R. I. Schouborg. 


Mr. Hodge’s promotion comes in 
recognition of the able and conscien- 
tious manner in which he has carried 
out his assignments during his 23 
years of service with the Company. 
He began his employment in July, 
1923 and worked with the Con- 
struction Department for a number 
of years during which he held posi- 
tions of lineman and foreman. He 
later served as combinationman and 
sub-foreman with the Beatrice Serv- 
ice Department and held the latter 
title at the time he assumed the re- 
sponsibilities of wire chief. 


New York City Has 


Two Million Telephones 
NEW York City became the first 
city in the world to have two 
million telephones in service, this 
figure having been reached at the 
end of 1945. Chicago, the runner 
up, has approximately 1,200,000. 


The city’s two million telephones 
are 95% dial operated and are 
served from 164 central offices. New 
Yorkers are now making about 12,- 
257,000 calls per day, the greatest 
volume in the city’s history. 


JoOuURNEY'S END 


HENRY BORNEMEIER, father of 
Mary Bornemeier, chief operator 
at Louisville and Mrs. Elsa Horn- 
beck, night operator at Louisville, 
passed away Friday, March 8. 
Funeral services were held March 
11 at Murdock. 


EDWARD BRANDT, father of 
Max Brandt of the Beatrice Plant 
Department died March 20 at the 
age of 90. Funeral services were 
held at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Beatrice, March 23. 
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Employees’ 
Emergency Action 
Saves Subscriber's Life 


‘ 
occas che Mt — wee ene 


C. E. Lawson 


Lloyd Jenkins 


TNHE intelligent and consciencious 

endeavors of C. E. Lawson and 
Lloyd Jenkins of the Lincoln Service 
Department were directly responsible 
in a recent emergency in saving the 
life of a patient, according to the 
statement of the attending physician. 


At about 2:00 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the event Lloyd Jenkins on the 
local testboard received a call from 
a subscriber who had been trying 
frantically, without success, to reach 
the family doctor. She reported that 
it was an emergency call and that his 
telephone apparently was out of 
order. 

Mr. Jenkins conferred with Mr. 
Lawson, who was on duty in the 
switchroom, and it was decided that 
the latter would go to “3” office and 
attempt to establish a bridge. When 
the doctor still could not be reached, 
Mr. Lawson drove to his home and 
succeded in arousing him to explain 
the situation and he left immediately 
to attend to the case. The receiver 
left off the hook of the basement 
extension was discovered as the ex- 
planation of the telephone trouble. 

A few days later the doctor con- 
tacted Mr. Lawson to thank him for 
his efforts and to explain the great 
service that had been done. “It was 
a good thing that you came out and 
got me up the other night,” he com- 
mented. “If I had been three quar- 
ters of an hour later, the patient 
probably would have died.” 

Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Lawson may 
justifiably take pride in observing 
the results of their laudable acti 
which is indeed worthy of the high- 
est commendation. 


PROMOTIONS, TRANSFERS, 


— 


ooo nneney 


Irene Combs 
Evening Chief 
Operator 


Hastings Lincoln 


A 


Dorothy Grafton 
Traffic Instructor 


Corinne Hawes 
Chief Operator- 
Cashier 
Swanton 


Marian Niemann Melba Richards Mary Robinson 
Assistant Chief Assistant Chief Assistatnt Chief 
Operator Operator Operator 
Lincoln Lincoln Superior 
Accounting Ramsey, George H., returned from mili- 


Mann, G. C., testman, service depart- 
ment, to advanced clerk, accounting. 


Commercial 
Finnigsmier, Berniece, A&L operator, traf- 
fic, to clerk, Hastings. 

Lawson, K. L., directory and methods 
supervisor to commercial engineer. 
Mueller, Bernice R., A&L operator, traf- 

fic department, to clerk, Seward. 
Spahnle, Howard, commercial represent- 
ative to directory compilation § super- 
visor, Lincoln. 
Walroth, G. E., directory compilation 
supervisor, Lincoln, to directory & 
methods supervisor. 


Engineering 
Eden, Winfield W., returned from mili- 
tary leave to draftsman, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Albrandt, Jacob, returned from military 
leave to lineman, construction. 

Buck, Otto, returned from military leave 
to lineman, construction. 

Hayes, Wesley E., returned from milita: y 
leave to lineman, construction. 

Hodge, M. L., sub-foreman to wire chie?, 
Beatrice. 

Kermoade, Charles H., returned froin 
military leave to groundman, service, 
Auburn. 

Muse, Robert W., returned from military 
leave to lineman, construction. 

Piper, Lyle T., lineman to sub-foreman, 
construction. 


tary leave to switchman, Lincoln. 
Voter, Lloyd J., returned from military 
leave to combinationman, Hastings. 


Traffic 


Andersen, Claribell, A operator to A€?L 
operator, York. 

Butrick, Evelyn, A operator to A@L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Chinnoch, Blanch, A&L operator to NA- 
&’L operator, DeWitt. 

Collins, Maxine, A operator to A&L 
operator, Wahoo. 
Combs, Irene, evening chief operator to 
assistant chief operator, Hastings. 
Cooley, Catherine, L operator to Desk 
operator, Lincoln. 

Fanders, Naida, A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Beatrice. 

Flachman, Ruth, appointed chief opera- 
tor-cashier, Denton. 

Fritz, Esther, NA&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Sterling. 

Fuehrer, Lauritta, A€&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Sutton. 

Grafton, Dorothy, desk operator to in- 
structor, Lincoln. 

Harris, Vada, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Nebraska City. 

Hawes, Corinne, appointed chief opera- 
tor-cashier, Swanton. 

Houghton, Mary <A., appointed chief 
operator-cashier, Johnson. 

Huber, Mary C., A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Nebraska City. 

Hummer, Harriet, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 
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M. L. Hodge 
Wire Chief 


Leota Smelser 
Traffic Instructor 


TITTLE CHANGES 


Dorothy Nelson 
Evening Chief 
Beatrice Operator 
Lincoln 


% 


Howard Spahnle 
Directory Compila- 
Lincoln tion Supervisor 
Lincoln 


Kapke, Eva, chief operator-cashier, Ce- 
dar Bluffs, to NA&L operator, Seward. 

McKinzey, Aner, chief operator-cashier, 
Yutan, to chief operator-cashier, Ce- 
dar Bluffs. 

McNeely, Esther, NA&L operator to 
evening chief operator, Polk. 

Munn, Jennie, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Yutan. 

Nelson, Dorothy M., L = supervisor to 
evening chief operator, Lincoln. 

Niemann, Marian, evening chief opera- 
tor to assistant chief operator, Lincoln. 

Osterthum, Dorothy, A&L operator to 
evening chief operator, Hastings. 

Ottjes, Margaretha, A&L operator to 
NA€&L operator, Sterling. 

Pearson, Ardena, assistant chief opera- 
tor, to chief operator, Hastings. 

Phipps, Tilla, chief operator-cashier, Den- 
ton, to chief operator-cashier, Malcolm. 

Placek, Josephine, chief operator-cashier, 
Swanton, to A operator, Nebraska City. 

Remmers, Leon A., A operator to A&L 
operator, Auburn. 
Richards, Melba, chief operator, Hastings, 
to assistant chief operator, Lincoln. 
Robinson, Mary, A&L operator to as- 
sistant chief operator, Superior. 

Roth, Louise, assistant chief operator to 
chief operator, Lincoln. 

Schmidt, Louise K., evening chief opera- 
tor to assistant chief operator, Beatrice. 

Smelser, Leota, L operator to Instructor, 
Lincoln. 

Stuhr, Malinda, A&L operator to NA&L 


operator, York. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


F. M. Strasser 
Lincoln Lincoln 
45 Years 35 Years 


Cc. W. Albers 


Forty-Five Years 
C. W. Albers, Lincoln. 


Forty-Two Years 
C. S. Nevin, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
L. P. Young, Hastings. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
C. C. Donley, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
Hope Adams, Peru; Catharine Gillan, 
Humboldt; C. W. Keester, H. M. Zim- 
merman, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Florence Arbogast, Davey. 
Thirty-Two Years 
W. E. Cummings, Hastings; Merlie 


Markuson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Jessie Wirthel, Cordova. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; E. J. 
Eichenour, W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Cecile Anderson, W. L. Hassler, Lin- 


coln; C. J. Crew, Geneva. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


Stella Clark, Auburn; C. H. Pierce, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 


Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, Alice 
Kyckelhahn, Lincoln; Eva Stutz, Hebron. 


Twenty-Five Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Auburn. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Hazel Hagenbuck, Wahoo. 
Twenty-Three Years 
A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 


Ruth Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. Van 
Nordheim, Hastings. 
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J. J. Brockmeyer Sterling Nelson 
Auburn Auburn 
25 Years 20 Years 


Twenty Years 
Sterling Nelson, Auburn. 
Nineteen Years 


E. T. Little, Rex R. Winders, Lincoln; 
E. M. Massie, Friend. 


Eighteen Years 


H. T. Drake, J. P. Fowler, Tecumseh; 
I. D. Livingston, Nebraska City; Beata 
Merz, Seward. 


Seventeen Years 
V. B. Hutchison, Darlene Miulter, 
Lincoln; Minnie Schlitt, Hastings. 
Fifteen Years 


Harold Brady, Military Leave; Mary 
Jackson, Fairbury; Mable Wieting, Ply- 


mouth. 
Fourteen Years 
Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 


A. J. Cox, Lincoln; G. L. Oglesby, 
Beatrice; T. W. Ryan, Auburn. 


Eleven Years 


Josephine Placek, Nebraska City; C. H. 


Vandervort, Fairbury. 
Nine Years 
Mildred Hughes, Milford. 


Eight Years 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron. 
Five Years 
C. M. Armstrong, Military Leave; R. 
E. Grant, Lincoln; Erma Jancik, Table 
Rock; Ruth Probst, Sterling; Roberta 
Redman, Friend; Edna Pflughaupt, York. 


Blessed Events 


LIBR Mr. and Mrs. 


0525 


Vic Musselman 
are the proud 
parents of a baby 
girl, Ann Edith, 
born on March 
3. Vic is a mem- 
ber of the Engi- 
nity We eh igs neering Depart: 
ENE MGA — ment. 
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Harold Brady Mable Wieting 
Military Leave Plymouth 
15 Years 15 Years 


D\ Seas 


Helen Hoover, 
operator at York 
and Denton Moe 
of York were 
united in mar- 
riage March 11 
at the home of 
the bride’s par- 
ents in York. 
Rev. G. R. Miller 
performed the ceremony. The couple 
will reside in York and Mrs. Moe 


will continue her work. 


Dean W. Douglas, on military 
leave from the Construction Depart- 
ment, and Donna Belle Schmidt of 
Oakland, California, were united in 
marriage March 10 at the Grand 
Lake Lutheran Church in Oakland. 


Dorothy McNulty of the York 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Clarence Trauernicht on January 
28 in York. Mr. Trauernicht recent- 
ly received his discharge from the 
army. 

Dorothy VanMatre, contract of- 
fice helper at Rising City was mar- 
ried March 8 at Marysville, Kansas, 
to T/Set. Robert Wise of Peekskill, 
N. Y. Rev. E. K. Ressler of the 
Methodist Church performed the 
ceremony. 

Berniece Smith, chief operator at 
Lincoln, became the bride of Dean 
Witcoski, March 16 at Marysville, 
Kansas. Mrs. Witcoski has resigned 
her position and the couple is con- 
templating a move to Quantico, 
Virginia. 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


They say, “The early bird catches the 
worm,’ but we have never seen Vernetta 
Novell catch anything but cold weather 
during her vacation. Oh yes, vacations have 
started again and everyone is telling where 
they will hang their hats during their short 
leave from work. Vernetta spent her vaca- 
tion at home. How does it seem to be a 
farmer again, Vernetta, after a year of 
city life? ... Irene Humlicek has rejoined 
the force after undergoing an appendec- 
tomy. She said she isn’t ready for a foot 
race yet but will be able to make thie 
Easter Parade all right. Irene, it seems 
good to see you walk in the door, but 
really you don’t have to kill yourself just 
so you don’t have to work. You se2, Irene 
had the bright idea she would like to 
look out the window, but instead of rais- 
ing it she just tried sticking her head 
through the glass. She claims she thought 
the window was already up, put we still 
have the benefit of the doubt. . . . There 
was a mad rush the other morning when 
a nylon line was reported down the street. 
After a scramble here and there an in- 
ventory was made and each girl from the 
office was accounted for with her little 
sack containing the precious little things. 
Some of the girls braved the sheet and 
towel lines, but who wouldn't with 
“spring’”’ in the air? One girl stood in Jine 
and was in the state of collapse when she 
found out what she had been waiting 
for was overalls!!! And here she had no- 
body in the house who could wear such 
things. 

Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Rain, rain, go away—that’s what it 
finally did after it rained nearly a week. 
. . . We have two new plug pushers, Mar- 
garet Wademan and Mrs. Placek, Welcome 
to our gang, girls. Violet Peterson 


had a birthday in February. Some of the 
girls surprised her with a card and hankie 
shower and the evening was spent with 
four of her friends. It was a gay and care- 


free party ending with ice cream and 
cake. . .. Velma Abker is among those 
who had birthdays this month and she 
tells me she went home for her weekend. 
: Lincoln had some more Nebraska 
City shoppers, Betty Balfour, Violet Peter- 
son, Mrs. Smith and Doris Bray. Norma 
Gore spent some of her time at York. Mary 
Ross went to Kansas City for her week-end. 
Incidentally, Mary tells me every time 
she wants to go some place it snows. What 
do you know—it snowed. So now you 
know who is to blame for our last snow. 
Just kiddin’, Mary. ... Have you seen the 
silverware the girls have been passing 
around—just to look at of course. They 
are Miriam Haase and Edith Rivett; both 
girls are brides-to-be soon. Speaking of 
Miriam Haase, she decided to splurge a 
little and call her man at Pearl Harbor. 
She did and she got right through, but oh 
that telephone bill!!! She tells us that 
it was worth it because now she has 
word he is coming home soon for a 30- 
day furlough. Edith Rivett has a 
big smile too since she received a long 
distance call from her little man. Good 
luck to both of you girls. . . . Maxine 
Meyer is on the move—I mean her 
folks are moving so she is busy get- 
ting settled in her new residence. P 
Several of our girls have been on the 
sick list, Etta Staack, Imo Haines and Mar- 
garet Wademan. Josie Shoemaker 
had a pleasant week-end at Council Bluffs 
with some of her friends. She mentioned 
something about street cars, I haven't de- 
cided if she did or didn’t like them... . 
Betty Balfour went out to Dunbar to 
visit her parents—had a swell time too. 


Seward 
Al Ager, Correspondent 


Another month rolls around and it seems 
that there have been some changes made. 
Merna McClain resigned to move to 
Omaha where her husband has accepted 
a new position. Bernice Mueller, formerly 
of the Seward traffic department, has 
been transferred to the Seward business 
office as a Clerk. “Babe” Kapke trans- 
ferred from Cedar Bluffs to Seward traf- 
fie to fill the vacancy in that department. 
We also have a new student operator, 
Mary Katherine Pretti, doing 
some plug pushing... . Willa 
McBee, nee Willa Robbins, a 
former operator, visited us 
along with her husband. ... 
Laura Douty had a house full 
of company to dinner in 
honor of the Maples who 
were visiting in Seward and 
Utica. Edna Pflughaupt from 
York was the other out of 
town guest. ... After notic- 


Cusiomers who enter the 
Auburn business office are 
greeted by these attractive 
smiles. At left is Lonnie Mc- 
Clain and seated across the 
desk is Karina Jezewski. 
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ing measles signs scattered around town, 
yours truly finally managed to get one 
stuck on his house for two consecutive 
cases, some fun!!! 


Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent. 


Mrs. Lockhart spent last week-end in 
Omaha visiting relatives; she also attended 
the hockey game. ... Darlene Johannes 
spent Saturday in Lincoln. ... Mrs. Norma 
Dettmer is a new commercial employee in 
our office. Mr. Ernst attended the 
state basketball tournament in Lincoln. 
... Visitors at our office this month were 
Miss Markuson, Mr. McKinzie and Mr. 
Lawson. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


The evening of March 21st was very 

pleasantly spent at the home of Ethel 
Daharsh, our chief operator, the occasion 
being her birthday. Bug and Hearts were 
the games for the evening, and at a late 
hour a lovely dinner was served by the 
committee who did a regular “bang-up”’ 
job. We all voted that Ethel should have 
birthdays more often and that the same 
committee serve continuously. ... Our 
assistant chief operator, Jean Bratrsovsky, 
is nursing a badly bruised knee. She claims 
her horse kicked her but as we “heered it’”’ 
the injury was aggravated by too strenu- 
us dancing. As the horse cannot defend 
itself, we let the matter rest there, but 
we will add that your knee will look better 
with natural color again, Jean. ... Ethel 
Daharsh, Mae Beaty, Hazel Hagenbuck 
and Mae Meduna attended the “All Girl’s 
Choir’ in Lincoln, March 19th. . . . Emily 
Hanus is taking a leave of absence for 
several weeks and will be at her home in 
David City to help with home work. Our 
sympathy is extended at this time to her 
brother and family upon the death of her 
sister-in-law which occured March 14th. 
... Chas. Novak spent March 23rd in the 
Community Hospital having his tonsils re- 
moved. At this writing he feels pretty 
punk and in no mood for argument. Any- 
way, Charlie, we know it’s no joke. 
We experienced fruit basket upset in 
Wahoo tributaries. Eva Kapke, who was 
chief operator at Cedar Bluffs, was trans- 
ferred to Seward as night operator March 
15th. Good luck, Eva, and we miss you. 
Mrs. McKinzey, chief operator at Yutan, 
was sent to Cedar Bluffs and she was re- 
placed at Yutan by Mrs. Jennie Mumm, 
who is a new employee. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


We extend a hearty welcome to George 
Mann a newcomer in our department who 
formerly was a member of the Service 
department. Greetings George and we 
sincerely hope you will enjoy your work 
here in the ‘Closer to Heaven” office. Up- 


on Georges’ transfer to our department 
the Service boys gave him a farewell 
party and presented him with a bowling 
ball. All very nice, huh George? ... We 
also want to take this opportunity to wel- 
come Bud Eden of the Engineering De- 
partment who was just recently discharged 
from the Seabees. Welcome back Bud... . 
Spring is here and those of us who are 
not too overcome with Spring fever are 
doing our regular spring house cleaning. 
One is Dewey Nelsen who is having his 
home papered and painted. Maybe we 
should inform you now that Mr. Sievers 
is supposedly a plasterer and Bob Ross a 
painter. On two of their recent trips to 
the farm. Mr. Sievers informed a farmer 
nearby he was a plasterer and so pro- 
ceeded to plaster a room for him. The 
next week the same above character 
wanted a room painted so Sievers informed 
him the “Little One” was a painter. So 
“Bobbie” proceeded to paint. Now they 
are worrying, afraid he will want some 
Plumbing or paper hanging done. THAT 
we would like to see. One thing we can 
say for the two “Rural Rhythmncrs”’ and 
we use the expression loosely, they do 
have an abundant supply of initiative. 
. .. Congrats are extended to Marie Ends- 
ley who will no longer be a Miss after 
April 11. Best wishes and lots of luck 
Marie. ... And of course we mustn't for- 
fet the very pretty diamond Norma Gun- 
torad is wearing third finger left hand. 
Congratulations Norma, ... We also have 
another addition to our office crew this 
month. She answers to the name of Mil- 
dred Shattuck and is occupying a desk in 
the north office. Welcome Mildred. 

We missed Messrs. Bush, Jahn and Bos- 
hart when they all made a trip to Hastings 
recently. Strictly a business trip though. 
. Our one and only vacationer this 
month was Adeline Carlson, who took a 
very enjoyable trip, as reported, to Cali- 
fornia. She visited Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Yosemite and Yellowstone 
National Parks. All in all she had a very 
nice vacation and also a very interesting 
one. ... We would like to congratulate a 
very proud pap this month. Vic Mussel- 
man of the Engineering Department, 
whose wife recently gave birth to a baby 
Firl. Congratulations Vic....Pat Cessford, 
Winona Sherwood, Donna Alderman and 
Mr. Knickrehm all left the services of the 
company last month. ... In case any of 
you have looked at “Terry” Largents’ 
calendar recently you will notice she has 
been marking off days. It couldn’t be that 
She is looking forward to the day when a 
certain “Swabie’ gets home. . . . Mildred 
McGill is now on leave of absence due to 
the recent return of her husband from 
Overseas. Marian Engler is occupying 
Mildred’s desk in the outer office until Mil- 
dred gets back. ... “Yours truly’’ made a 
very foolish bet with Carl Ahl quite a 
number of months ago. VERY foolish. But 
She still can’t understand what happened 
to “Cage B.” 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


Our welcome goes out to Robert Muse, 
Otto Buck, Jacob Albrandt and Wesley 
Hayes, returned veterans. Three new em- 
ployees this month were Ralph HromadkKa, 
Boyd Heyen, and George Gana. We lost 
two of our personnel through resignations, 
Donald Wrede and Mayo McAcy. Our usual 
routine was interrupted this month with a 
sleet storm in the Auburn-Humboldt area 
on March 8th. We had two gangs working 
ten and twelve hour shifts over that week- 
end. But with our usual efficiency every- 
thing was back in service in short order. 
We are busy little beavers with getting 


Pictured below are two groups of student operators at Lincoln who re- 
cently embarked upon their first steps of becoming members of the telephone 
family. They are in the capable hands of Instructors Dorothy Grafton and 


Leota Smelser. 


Right: Dorothy Grafton, 
instructor, stands behind 
her class of five. Left to 
right, they are Dorothy 
Hudson, Evelyn Foreman, 
Mrs. Norma Klein, Ellen 
Loomis and Edith Harms. 


exchanges in shape for conversion, pole 
line moves on account of highway im- 
provements, and rural line extensions. 
‘‘Babe’”’ Combs is working on a cable ex- 
tension in the Hastings-Juniata vicinity, 
“Shag”’ Eichenour is on routine work at 
Louisville, “Swede” Foster is working 
Fairbury town, George Hansen is making 
permanent repairs following the _ sleet 
storm, Harry Moss finishing up the Dewitt 
town plant and work in and around Lin- 
coln keep Boling, Hobson and Smith busy. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


We have a newcomer in ecur General 
Commercial Office this month, and also 
have a lot of our regular people in new 
places. Mr. Walroth has come up from the 
Business Office to be the directory and 
methods supervisor and we are very glad 
to have him with us. We hope you will 
like your new position, Mr. Walroth. Mr. 
Lawson has taken over the commercial en- 
gineer’s position with Bernice Iwohn as his 
secretary. . .. Mr. Hartley has been a 
very happy man since he became Grand- 
pa on March 18. His daughter and son- 
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Max Carey, are 
the parents of a baby boy... . Congratu- 
lations to Gene Larson of the General 
Plant Department, who has a very beauti- 
ful diamond. MM 3/c Floyd Wook of 
Hooper is the lucky feliow. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


Spring has sprung. The old saying 
“When spring comes a young man’s fancy 
turns to love’ has come true with Floyd 
Henson who is now engaged and expects 
to be married in the near future. Con- 
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Left: The class under the 
instruction of Leota Smel- 
ser. Left to right, Ruth 
Stevens, Doris Springer, 
Betty Hutson, Delores 
Weisser and Sarah Hitch. 


gratulations, Floyd. ... We are all very 
glad to see Oscar Lewis back on the job 
after his recent illness. A welcome 
goes to another ex-service man. Ernest 
Barney, who recently returned from the 
Army and is now working in the General 
Repair Shop. ... Our General Storekeeper, 
H. H. Huddleston, is now off duty because 
of illness. A very speedy recovery to you. 
... Mr. H. F. Smith, Motor Vehicle Super- 
visor took a trip to St. Louis, Missouri to 
the McCabe-Powers Auto Body Company, 
in the interest of building of Construc- 
tion truck bodies. .. . Transferred to the 
Service Department are B. M. Wedge- 
wood, Allan Behm, G. T. Henderson and 
D. G. Rutledge. These men are now work- 
ing at Plattsmouth, under the direction 
of Claude Walker, on the installation of 
automatic telephones. Ernie Royce 
and John Litzenberg, participated in the 
bowling tournament in Hastings, Nebr. 
They report a good tournament and that a 
nice time was had by all. ... The Motor 
Vehicle Department reports, since the 
last writing, 1 more 135 ton pickup has 
been received by the Company. This truck 
is to be used in the Service Department. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Jean Beck, Associate Editor. 


Spring is here with all its changes, 
thoughts of love and stuff like that thar. 
... Proof of this is: Wedding bells will be 
ringing soon for Mary Ann Hedstrom 
whose approaching marriage to Elmer 
Maser has been announced, and too, Marie 
Stockton is off to Colorado Springs for a 
week to see the love of her life, her 
husband. . . . Spring house cleaning in 
the directory department found the di- 
rectories delivered, G. E. Walroth heading 
for the General Commercial Office for his 


It was seldom that the paths of L. T. 
and T. folks crossed during their wander- 
ings to the far corners of the earth while 
serving Uncle Sam. One happy exception 
was the meeting of W. W. “Bud” Eden 
and Lyle Piper of Lincoln in the Admir- 
alty Islands shown here enjoying their 
reunion. Both are now back on the job. 


new headquarters, and Howard Spahnle 
taking over. . Congratulations, fellows! 

5 ae welcome visitor in our office has 
been Virginia Allard who brought her 
husband along for us to meet. They plan 
to leave next month for the Hawaiian 
Islands. . .. On our sick list is Oscar 
Wohlberg as he has undergone an oper- 
ation at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. Our last 
report was that he is progressing fine.... 
Another victim on the sick list with an 
operation is Bill Morris. . . . Hurry 
and get well, fellows. If you have 
noticed how quiet the office was for a 
few days, the reason, we believe, was the 
absence of Mr. McDowell who was at- 
tending a Credit Conference in Des Moines 
at that time. . That’s all for this time, 
Spring Fever has us!!!! 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Spring is here at last and with it has 
come all the backaches and blisters that 
go with digging up the gardens and flower 
beds. Les Livingston started out the sea- 
son with a blister on his right hand, 
which later developed into blood poison. 
Les’s hand looked right in style with its 
tinge of blue and yellow. This is only 
the beginning of Les’s and Byron Patti- 
son’s farming, So we are looking forward 
to some wild tales from our new farmers. 

. Three early birds to take their vaca- 
tions were Harry Knudson and family 
who drove to Chicago to see a nephew 
who is at the Great Lakes Naval Station. 
Harry’s sister and brother-in-law also 
made the trip with them. ... Ted Nyden 
spent his vacation just staying at home 
having a good rest. .. . Earl Rosker must 
have done something very secretive as he 
will not convey his vacation activities to 
us. ... It’s back home for keeps this time 
for George Ramsey. George was recently 
discharged from the Navy and could 
hardly wait until he could come back to 
work in the switchroom. One of the best 
things is that George was able to find 
a house for his family here in town. F 
George Keith, Francis Darnold, Perry 
Caldwell and George Albury are very 
busy replacing defective silver-plated line 
contacts on switch banks, with brass line 
contacts on switch banks in connector 
boards and line finder boards in the ‘4” 
Office. To insure continuous service, it is 
necessary to perform this work from 12:00 
midnight to 8:00 a. m. Nine sets of con- 
nector banks have been replaced, this 
means transferring 5400 small bank wires. 


After eight hours of this work, the men 
resemble night owls, but they like it.... 
Four Supply Department men who have 
just recently returned from overseas serv- 
ice are taking plant training in the Serv- 
ice Department. They are Allen Behm, 
Don Rutledge, Boyd Wedgwood and Gay 
Henderson. At the present time these men 
are at Plattsmouth changing telephones 
from one type to another, under the super- 
vision of Mr. C. L. Walker. . . . Milton 
Metcalf has been getting a ribbing about 
his recently acquired black eye. ‘‘Met” 
insists that he was riding his bicycle in 
the rain and suddenly he lost his balance. 
On his way down he met the handle bar 
coming up and the result was a beauti- 
ful shiner. We were not able to contact 
Mrs. Metcalf for her version of the black 
eye. ... For the past five months George 
Albury at ‘4’ Office has been rather busy 
instructing classes in maintenance of auto- 
matic C.O.E., and George Keith and How- 
ard Smith have also been _ ins'‘ructing 
classes in maintenance of C.A.X. ‘lhe em- 
ployees from the territory attending these 
classes were Leland Hodge, Tyler Ryan, 
Sterling Nelson, Dan Smith and Ed. 
Flowerday. George Mann who has 
been dispatcher in the Service Depart- 
ment for several years was transferred to 
the Accounting Department March 18. On 
March 21, the Service Department em- 
ployees, (which includes the Switchroom, 
Toll Room and Custodian’s department) 
gave a party for George and presented 
him with a new bowling ball—you had 
better have a good score now, George. 
The evening was spent in playing Bingo 
after which refreshments were served. All 
of us will miss you George, but we do wish 
you the best of luck in your new job.... 
Hugo Staley was the big strong man who 
gave a blood transfusion to our good friend 
in the Business Office, Oscar ‘“Swede’’ 
Wohlberg. We sincerely hope that Oscar 
has a speedy recovery. . . At the time 
of this writing we regret to announce 
that one of our fellow switchmen, Grover 
Griffith is seriously ill at the St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital following an operation for acute 
appendicitis. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 


Auburn 


Lena McLain, Correspondent 


With the new directory in the process 
and the sleet storm of March 9 and 10, we 
have been very busy, but we have man- 
aged a few items of news. We welcomed 
Dean Louise Bennett and Charles Ker- 
moade back, the latter was recently re- 
leased from the Navy and in the same 
breath we said our goodbyes to Edus 
Clover, who is going to make her home in 
Texas. .. . Lonnie McLain 
spent an enjoyable week end 
in Omaha, while Tyler Ryan 
has been spending his week 
ends in the kitchen making 
Fudge and Chocolate Chip 
Cookies AND with success! 
Tyler, we also, have a sweet 
tooth. . . . We wish to take 
this opportunity to thank the 
George Hansen, Ray Boling 
gangs and Leland Hodge and 
men for their very fine as- 
sistance during the recent 
storm. 


Somebody told F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent, 
to turn right during a recent 
trip in the vicinity of Louis- 
ville, so he turned right. The 
results of the maneuver were 
not without their complica- 
tions. 
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Beatrice 


Jean Owens, Leland Hodge and 
Wilma Hinkle, Correspondents 


We missed the main event of the month 
of January in the last issue of the News. 
Don’t know how we failed to get in the 
details on Dorothy McNulty’s wedding. 
But anyway, the happy event took place 
January 28th and the lucky groom was 
“ex G. I.”’ Clarence Trauernicht. So sorry 
about the slip up but along with the 
apologies we all wish you lots of luck 
and happiness. . . Mary Hankins spent 
another of those ‘“‘enjoyable’’ week ends in 
Kansas City. There must be something 
there that attracts all of her attention!?? 
We welcome two new girls to the list of 
‘hello girls’, Lois Harriss and Helen 
Witkowski. . . . Irma Keefover was called 
to Colorado by the illness of her grand- 
father. . .. At last the long awaited call 
was received by Wilma Hinkle from her 
husband telling her of a 30-day furlough 
from the Navy. . Last minute news: 
Just before the final items went in, one 
of our very sweet Irish girls received a 
long awaited telegram. Things will no 
doubt be pretty light for this girl now, 
anyway She’s floating on clouds. Sure 
hope Dan gets here soon, Lucille. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


‘Early Bird’, Dorcas Slater of the Traf- 
fic Department spent an afternoon en- 
joying a picnic at Steele City. Don’t let 
this spring weather fool you, Dorcas... . 
Annabelle Stocker and Nellie Cox have 
been on the sick list but are able to be 
back now. Mary Jackson, Mandane 
Reid, and Marion Thompson have been 
Lincoln visitors, and Bernice Bishop has 
returned from a visit in Cheyenne, Wyo- 
ming. . . . Alice Specht has joined our 
traffic force, we are very glad to have 
you with us, Alice. 


Humboldt 


Willistine Clark and Mariella Williamson 
attended the “Hour of Charm” Concert 
in Lincoln, March 19th. . Emma Lee 
King journeyed to the southland over the 
week end to visit her brother stationed 
at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. . E. J. Flower- 
day is back with us again after spending 
the past two months in Lincoln taking 
special training. 


Friend 


Anna Seymour was an Office visitor the 
week of March 11th. 


Wilber 


Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Our welcome is extended to Elizabeth 
Recker. . . . Viola Knapp is convalescing 


at her home following an operation. We 
hope she will be back with us soon... . 
Anna Aden shopped in Lincoln. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Geneva 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


Not very many folks have ever seen the 
sparks fly from Elsie Sole’s eyes but you 
should have seen them the morning she 
snagged a perfectly good pair of nylons on 
the office chair. When the Traveling Audi- 
tor walks in he will probably wonder 
where the miniture chair with an L. T. & 
T. tag on it came from. Well, Mr. Bush, 
you would have been whittled down too 
had you been around Elsie that particular 
A. M. It wouldn’t have been so bad had 
it been the only snag, but happening two 
or three times previously, each time call- 
ing for a sand paper job, this was more 
than any “Nylon fan’’ could endure... 
Erma Dixon spent the week end of March 
2nd in Lincoln visiting her sister. . . 
Winona Worthington spent the Tth and 
8th in Omaha. . Miss Eileen Bailey, for- 
merly employed at Geneva, spent the 
week end of the 2nd with Emma Ebbeka. 

. . Maxine Franzen spent the week end 
of the 16th with Dorothy Dittmer of Bru- 
ning. ... Mae Thomas and LaNora Hop- 
kens called at the office during their va- 
cations from the Hastings Traffic De- 
partment. . Mary Saltzman of Keota, 
Iowa, called at the office early in March. 
Eita Griffin enjoyed a two day visit with 
her nephew while he was here. Miss 
Norma Ekwall brought her pupils from 
Strang to visit the office March 22. : 
Most people dislike the thoughts of hav- 
ing another ‘mile stone” roll around but 
Phyllis Fellows didn’t mind that fact. She 
worried more about “whether” conditions 
—whether the sun woud shine, whether 
that certain party would be there to cele- 
brate, whether there would be a birthday 
party. Her worries were all in vain as 
everything tuned out lovely, even the 
weather. 


Hastings 


Lois Goldenstein, Jean Konen, JoAnn Putnam 
and Max Walker, Correspondents 


A new addition to the Commercial De- 
partment is Berniece Finnigsmier, former 
toll operator. Here’s wishing Berniece 
success and hoping she’ll enjoy her new 
work. . . . Mrs. Hoover took her fifth 
grade students on a tour through the Tele- 
phone office. They enjoyed the trip and 
were attentive listeners. ... Several new- 
comers to Hastings were introduced to the 
Telephone Company by Mrs. Cooper of 
the Newcomers Bureau. They toured the 
building in order to become better ac- 
quainted with the Telephone Company in 
their new home town . We’re happy 
to have Alma Herzog back with us after 
a week's illness. Glad to see you with 
that old pep again, Al. ... In the Traffic 
Department we bid farewell this month 
to Lerue Minton who resigned March 27. 


We have often wondered 
just what the term “combin- 
ationman” meant, and now 
we know. It means a guy that 
knows how to do practically 
everything. In proof thereof 
we offer this picture taken 
recently by Chas. Meshier’s 
faithful camera of H, T. 
Drake and J. P. Fowler re- 
Pairing a screen door. at 
Burchard. 


She plans to take a vacation. 

. . We’re happy to have 
Agnes Streff back with us, 
She has spent several days 
visiting friends and relatives 
in Illinois. ... Jean Hangman 
received a telegram from her 
boy friend who has returned from over- 
seas and she left March 22 to spenc some 
time with him. . . Doris Ground, local 
supevisor underwent a minor operation. 
We're looking forward to the day she will 
be back with us again. .. . Ger- 
aldine Paulson is back from her two 
weeks vacation. ... We wish to welcome 
our new local operator, Anna Dean from 
LaSalle, Illinois. . . Donnabelle and 
Marietta Budler and Wilma Hahle attended 
the Alumni Banquet at Hampton on March 
19. Did you have a nice time, girls? ... 
Katherine Hoover is expecting her son 
home from Military school soon. ... We 
wonder why Maxine Barnhart came to 
work at 5 A. M. when she wasn’t sched- 
uled to be there until 8 A. M. Were you 
afraid you’d be late, Maxine? . .. Sarah 
Wright and Irene Knipfel took a plane 
ride March 10 to fly over the Telephone 
office. How did it look from up there, 
girls? . . . In ordering a circuit to Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee, Virginia Harper asked 
for Chattanoogo Choo Choo, Tennessee. 

. You’ve all heard stories of the absent- 
minded professor, but here are a couple 
more to add to the list: Marie Pearson put 
a band aid on her finger instead of her 
sore thumb. . . . Katie Vortman, meeting 
Mary Ellen Harlan and Mrs. Jo Ann Put- 
nam on the street one afternoon, said, 
“Hello Mary Ellen and I’ve forgotten your 
name, JoAnn.” ... The girls in the office 
will have nylon hose to wear soon, thanks 
to a local department store. ... The Plant 
Department would like to thank Messrs. 
Guelker and Albers for the swell job 
they did helping us get caught up on in- 
stalls the week of March 4 to 9.... We 
understand Bob Starnes can’t figure out 
why his name never gets in the News so 
here it is, Bob. 


Hebron 
M-riam Griess, Correspondent. 


Janice Brown, relief Commercial Clerk, 
was crowned Basketball Queen of 1946 in 
a ceremony at the Hebron High School 
Gym. 


Osceola 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


Edith Mattson, Stromsburg, Agnes Gus- 
tafson, Osceola, and Mrs. Mayme Carroll, 
Shelby, attended the Pioneer party held in 
Lincoln March 1 and report an enjoyable 
time. 


Polk 


Mrs. Clara Anderson, Chief Operator, 
spent the week end of Februay 23 visiting 
in Lincoln and Ada Marie Nelson enjoyed 
a day in that city on March 15. ... We 
were sorry to lose Mrs. Donald Maw, the 
former Ramona Nelson, who resigned her 
position as operator on March 15. She will 
join her husband in Giltner, where they 
will make their home. 
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How We Stand! 


Orders being held because of 
lack of telephones. 


November 1, 1945 


December 1, 1945 
January 1, 1945 
February 1, 1946 
March 1, 1946 
April 1, 1946 


Superior 
Viola Carlson, Correspondent 


Two new girls in the Traffic Department 
are Bertha Anderson, a local student, and 
Lorina Brewer, who is an experienced op- 
erator having worked in Chicago. 
Wanda Thayer’s boy friend returned 
home on furlough from Bermuda which 
was occasion enough for Wanda’s few days 
vacation from work. ... Bonnie Britten- 
ham has been walking on air since her boy 
friend returned from foreign soils. We’re 
not making any predictions, but is that 
wedding bells we hear? ...A good time 
to spend a week end out of town is right 
after pay day. Nadeen Messersmith and 
Wanda Thayer took advantage of the 
situation and journeyed to Hastings. Na- 
deen also spent a recent week end in Lin- 
coln. ... Clarinda Lake has been feeling 
a little under par lately. We hope you're 
feeling better and will soon be hale and 
hearty again, ‘“‘Cline’’. 


York 
Maxine Meradith, Correspondent 


We’re all planning a shopping trip to 
Lincoln now since four Traffic girls, 
namely, Ruby McCarty, Marian Boyle. 
Arlene Anderson and Jean Harter, each 
came home with a pair of nylons on a re- 
cent day off spent in Lincoln. ... Beth 
McComas has left us to accompany her 
husband to Chester, Montana, where they 
plan to make their home. Welcome 
greetings are in order for Norma Fischer 
and Patricia McCartney, two new student 
operators. The guest list for last 
month included Miss Seymour, Mrs. Roth 
and Mr. Donley from the Lincoln office. 

. Eleanor Buller topped the vacation- 
er’s list by taking hers in March and 
spending the time in Hampton. 


“Darling, I've been trying to get you on 
the ‘phone all morning.” 


YOUR RADIO 1S FULL (1 PUT ITTHERE-| HEARD 
OF ROACH POWDER-HOW) MY HUSBAND SAY THERE 
DID THAT HAPPEN? 5} WAS A BUG IN IT. 
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ERRING SET FULL OF INSEET POWDER. . WHEN geo MV“ ~—- 
HE QUESTIONED THE OWNER HE GOT THIS ee ee es 
AMAZING REPLY, WHO WAS PREPARING A PAY STATION FOR. 

m@ INSTALLATION AND DECIDED To TEST THE CHIMES OF 


GEE DOC- I'M SURE GLAD (arree aay AE COIN COLLECTOR. AFTER DROPPING INTHE BETER PART 
10 GET RID OF THs J HeAT LV, m OF TWO DOLLARS, LLO¥D DISCOVERED THAT THE BOX WAS 


LOCKED AND NO KEY WAS ATTACHED. A SEARCH FOR THE 
PROPER KE¥ WAS FRUITLESS- AND AT LAST REPORTS 


LLOYD'S DOUGH WAS STILL INTHE STRONG BOX AND HE 
WAS # VERY UNHAPPY YOUNG MAN. ears 


NOW IT FEELS 
MUCH BETTER. 


MARIE PEARSON, HHASTINGS, 
CURED A VERY SORE 
f7-\, THUMB BY APPLYING 
Vip A BAND AID, BY MISTAKE , 
Jo A PERFECTLY WELL 
AND UNINJURED FINGER, 


DOOR TARZAN AGER, OF SEWARD, 
JUST GOT HIS “MEASLES” SIGN TORN 


OFF THE DOOR WHEN THE DOO 
ARRIVED TO SLAP HIM INTO QUAR- 
ANTINE FOR THE SECOND TIME. 
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IT'S THE SPRING THAT DOES IT. IRENE SWAN 
OF DAVID CIT¢ PUSHED HER HEAD THROUGH ff) 
A WINDOW PANE IN HER HURRY To SNIFF PBA\ “ ze 
THE FRAGRANT MORNING AIR . EL 
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YOU MILK ‘ER ON THE RIGHT 
SIDE AND I'LL TAKE 
THE LEFT. 
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OUR OLD FRIEND, BRUCE SIEVERS, RAN = 
AFOUL OF THE LAW THE OTHER NIGHT 
WHEN H& WAS COMING BACK FROM THe, 
FARM AND IN FOUR MINUTES TALKED HIS 
WAY OUT OF THE FOLLOWING: (1) RUNNING 
A RED LIGHT, (2) NO RED FLAG ON LOAD OF 
LUMBER, ,(3) NO LICENSE PLATE, (4) No TAIL 
LIGHT / THE OLD MASTER, B.C. BURDEN 
AT HIS BEST, NEVER EQUALLED THIS ONE, 


MILT MEICALF.S ADVENTURES USUALLY LEAVE HIM 
IN A BAD STATE OF REPAIR AND WITH A” HARD To 
EXPLAIN" BLACK EYE-AND HIS LATEST ACCIDENT 
WAS NO EXCEPTION. MILT WAS PEDDLING HIS BIKE 
HOME IN A RECENT SPRING SHOWER WHEN HE 
SUDDENLY FOLIND HIMSELF LYING FLAT IN THE 
STREET WITH ANOTHER GORGEOUS SHINER , 


LES LIVINGSTON AND BYRON PATTISON ARE TAKING’ 
UP FARMING oo WE HAVE A FEELING THAT SOME 
PRIZE STORIES WILL BE FORTHCOMING FROM 
THIS PROJECT IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
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| OUR CHAMPION BOWLER, 
\ L | 7,“ ROWARD sPauiL is BuRNED 
4/7 UP. NOTA SOUL COMMENTED 

~_ ON HIS FEAT OF LEADING 
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RUTH CLARK , GENERAL COMMERCIAL WAS WASHING HER I GEE, HOPE 1 


PRECIOUS PAIR OF NYLONS IN THE SINK AND AS SHE 


= PULLED OUT THE PLUG ONE STOCKING WENT $= = p= _THE LEAGUE THROUGHOUT 
Fy  ZIPPING DOWN THE DRAIN. UNABLE TO ——=—=—— —_ THE REGULAR SEASON 
aCe RETRIEVE IT HERSELF, SHE CALLED A = vse ~ Bur Wie He CAME AN 
ee PLUMBER WHO RAN UP A NICE 2 3 == =} ee eae Le ale 
ZS GLops\ FAT BILL BEFORE GIVING UP 100. (SSS ese, | 
east, HE FINALLY DISSOLVED IT J we pomine THE AMBITION OF A. N\ CMace WEB Oe 
WITH CHEMICALS. MAXINE. BARNHART, HASTINGS WHO Bo= . CONTESTANTS / 
ieee REPORTED TO WORK HIT.5-A.M:, Hyp, ONTESTANTO , 
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Nebraska ‘Telep 


Appearing on the speaker's program were B. I. Noble, left, and 
F. E. Behm, center. Merle M. Hale, right, was named as a member 
of the board of directors for the coming year. 


LARGE delegation from our Company representative 

of all departments and districts attended the forty- 
sixth annual convention of the Nebraska Telephone Asso- 
ciation which was held this year on April 9 and 10 at 
Hotel Paxton in Omaha. The meeting marked a re- 
sumption of annual gatherings of telephone men and 
women of Nebraska which was interrupted last year be- 
cause of war-time restrictions necessitating the cancella- 
tion of the 1945 event. 


A record attendance of nearly 300 in which more 
telephone companies throughout the state were repre- 
sented than at any previous meeting, together with an 


Above: The L. T, and T. 
delegation enjoys a noon 
luncheon wiih Mr. Agee as 
host. 


Right: Conversing between 
sessions are, left to right, 
Charles Meshier, Sterling Nel- 
son, K. L. Lawson, W. E. Mac- 
Donald and Ted Ray. 


One Convention 


especially timely and well rounded program brought about 
many expressions of approval from the attending dele- 
gates with the concensus of opinion being that it was 
the best and most worthwhile convention in the history 
of the association. George M. Kloidy, the association’s 
personable and hard working secretary-treasurer, received 
high praise and commendation for the all-around program 
and efficient manner in which the meeting was planned 
and arranged. 


Merle M. Hale, our general commercial superinten- 
dent, was named to 
serve on the associa- 
tion’s board of direc- 
tors for the coming 
year, and valuable 
contributions were 
made to the speaking 
program by F. E. 
Behm, general plant 
superintendent, who 
spoke on the subject 
of “Long Span Con- A humorous touch at the meeting was 
struction,” and by B. esi "costume. OF dubious meenire: 
I. Noble, assistant to One or mee ey mene 

; 
the vice president 
and general manager, who described “Communications 
ob the Bb. 

The program in general was acclaimed to be one of 
the most well ordered and informative presentations ever 
to be heard at an association meeting. Included among 
the fourteen speakers who appeared in the four general 
sessions were nationally known figures and key men rep- 
resenting the telephone industry, the Nebraska State Rail- 
way Commission and fields of related interest to the 
telephone business. Following the second general session 
the delegates enjoyed a delicious buffet supper which 
was given through the courtesy of the Northwestern Bell 
Company. 


Re-elected as officers for 
the coming year were W. 
W. Johnson of Columbus, 
president; Neil Shreck of 
Bertrand, vice-president; 
and George M. Kloidy of 
Lincoln, secretary-treasurer. 

Lincoln has been select- 
ed as the host city for the 
1947 convention. 
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Highlights of the 


HE results of the Company’s experience during the past year 

reflect both the conditions incident to war and those of a con- 
fusing transition period. In neither has it been possible to carry 
on normal operations. Shortages in materials and manpower 
persist. The problems common to all business have not been 
escaped. While the needs of war-connected services have been 
fully met, the demands for civilian services exceed our present 
ability to meet them. No program for improvement of facilities 
and service could be carried forward. But the period has been 
survived without impairment which cannot be remedied by an 
adequate supply of materials and equipment and the resumption of 
more normal conditions generally. 


The year’s gain in telephones served was 2,235, there being 
76,359 stations in service at the year-end, the largest number since 
1931. This gain resulted from an increase of 2,422 city residence 
stations, of 640 rural stations, and a decrease of 827 business sta- 
tions. This business station decrease was entirely due to the dis- 
continuance of service at military establishments. 


The station movement or “turnover” was high. To reach the 
gain made, 17,727 stations were installed while 15,492 were re- 
moved. These removals represents 20.9 per cent of total stations 
in service at the beginning of the year. The demand for local 
service continues to exceed the supply of telephones. 


Local service revenues, by reason of growth in stations and 
high pay-station revenue, climbed to $2,490,718 and exceeded 
similar revenues in 1944 by $101,634. 


Toll service revenues also continued to increase, reaching 
$1,550,110, a gain of $178,163 over last year, and marking the 
highest amount reached in any year of Company experience. This 
large volume of long distance business was due, first to the rapid 
pace of business generally in the war effort and later to the re- 
quirements of demobilization and reconversion. While there is 
temporary continuation of this high level of toll revenue it cannot 
be expected to remain beyond the duration of the extraordinary 
impetus behind it. 


Total operating revenues increased by $299,650 over last year, 
reaching the sum of $4,168,812. More than off-setting this in- 
crease in revenues, total expenses increased by $320,851. Net 
operating income was less than in 1944 by $7,234. 


The Company's plant and equipment has been maintained in 
such condition as existing shortages would allow and without im- 
pairment to service by reason of physical condition. 


The extensive plan for further conversion of local service to 
dial operation has had to be held in continued abeyance. Definite 
equipment orders are now in supplier's hands covering the re- 
quirements for the conversion of forty-two exchanges. Deliveries 
and subsequent installation are now scheduled over a two year 
period beginning in 1946. This program includes the ex- 
changes at Hastings, Plattsmouth, and Tecumseh at which new 
buildings will be required, as will be the case in several of the 
smaller situations. 


The widespread demand for additional housing is expected to 


of the larger exchanges. 


The year’s gain of 640 rural stations reflect; the continued im- 
provement in conditions affecting Nebraska farmers and is. re- 


Annual Report for 1945 


quiring the gradual replacement of facilities removed when rural 
service was so largely discontinued. The current rural service 
demands, to the extent they have not been met, will require time 
to cover the areas where service suffered complete abandonment. 


Several methods for reducing rural service costs are under ex- 
periment and hold some promise of success. These involve the 
joint use of power and telephone poles in rural areas and the 
superimposition of telephone circuits on power wires. In our own 
practice, long span construction with the use of high strength wire 
is a step in this direction. 


With accruals of $735,231 and net charges of $180,493 the 
reserve for depreciation increased by $554,738 to $4,671,252. 
Under present conditions, limiting the supply of equipment and 
materials, property retirements remain nearly at a standstill. Re- 
covered materials, not ordinarily fit for economical reuse, are now 
salvaged with unusual credit to the reserve. When the large 
backlog of requirements for property replacement can be met, the 
reserve can be expected to be affected in reverse direction. 


Our military service flag proudly displays one hundred thirty- 
seven stars, the number of employees leaving their work here to 
serve their country. Continued effort has been made to main- 
tain close ties with those away for which expressions of apprecia- 
tion have come from all war theatres. A welcome return has 
been accorded to all who have rejoined the Company and is ex- 
tended to those whose leave of absence for military duty has not 
expired. 


The Company called for redemption, and in December re- 
tired, its outstanding issue of $3,500,000 of 3144% First Mortgage 
Bonds due May 1, 1969. It was temporarily replaced with a bank 
loan. Since the first of the year the Company has sold a new 
issue of $3,500,000 of 234% First Mortgage Bonds dated Janu- 
ary 1, 1946 and maturing January 1, 1976. 


The administration of the Plan for Employees’ Pensions, Dis- 
ability Benefits and Death Benefits for 1945 was reported in the 
February issue of the “News.” 
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Opring Ushered In by 
Highly Successful Accounting Party 


Things get off to a fine start with a 
hearty picnic supper. In the foreground 
are Doris Glock, Gladys Hoischer, Cari 
Ahl and Joe Hartley. 


HE accounting department added 

another star to their crown as 
Lincoln’s most rabid party-throwing 
department when they gathered at 
Robbers’ Cave on the evening of 
April 17 for a general frolic and pic- 
nic lunch. Pointed inquiry brought 
out the fact that the event was 
neither in honor nor recognition of 
any particular person or thing, but 
merely the culmination of a depart- 
mental urge to break out with a 
spring party. 


Above: There seems to be a profusion of arms and hands and 
we don’i believe any of them belong to Bob Ross. In fact, we 
might say the profusion is confusin’, Bobby, always the perfect 
stooge, falls victim to a frame-up with the camera-man. Left to 
right, Carl Ahl, Lorraine McCauley, Terry Largent, Bob Koss, 


Alvina Miller and John Backsirom. 


Right: Johnny Backstrom won the treasure hunt and was 
awarded a prize of some warm tea. He drank it from a trick glass, 
unconcernedly dribbling all over his necktie, with an accompani- 


meni of vociferous and pointed heckling. 


The success of a cave gathering 
can usually be measured by the num- 
ber of aching joints, abrasions and 
evidence of falls and collisions, all 
of which were present in great abun- 
dance on the morning after. The af- 
fair was highlighted by a treasure 
hunt for favors previously hidden in 
the recesses of the tunnels and by 
Johnny Backstrom’s exhibition while 
drinking “coke” from a leaky trick 
glass. Johnny drained the glass in 
uninhibited innocence under the bat- 
tery of critical eyes and shouted ad- 
vice of his co-workers. 


A lengthy song-fest raged in the 
main auditorium, and while the 
melody might have been open to 
some question, the effort and volume 
left little to be desired. In the opin- 
ion of the twenty-odd revelers who 
attended, it was one of the account- 
ing department’s best, which is only 
another way of saying that there was 
little room for improvement. The 
engineers of the event were co-chair- 
men Bob Ross and Donna Holloway. 


= 
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Formation of Employees 


Golf Association Is 
Under Way 


HE formation of a permanent golf 

association for employees was 
initiated recently with the drawing 
of by-laws and the announcement of 
plans for two tournaments to be held 
this year. All employees of the Com- 
pany are eligible for membership in 
the Association and to participate in 
the tournament play and other activi- 
ties of the group. Annual dues will 
be fifty cents. 


A bulletin to this effect which in- 
cluded the proposed by-laws was pre- 
pared recently by a committee 
headed by C. A. Eggerss, secretary- 
treasurer, and distributed through- 
out the territory. The first tourna- 
ment has been scheduled for the 
early part of June at which time the 
by-laws will be discussed and formal- 
ly adopted by a vote of the member- 
ship. Early returns indicate a par- 
ticipation of about fifty employees, 
according to Mr. Eggerss. 


Employees have gathered for an- 
nual tournaments for the past sev- 
eral years, however, no formal asso- 
ciation has been organized up to this 
time. Last year’s champion was Roy 
Mills of Wymore, who has a discon- 
certing habit of walking off with the 
crown as he has amply demonstrated 
during former contests. 


Officers elected for the group fol- 
lowing last year’s event were J. S. 
Jackson, president; Frank Kubat, 
vice-president; Chauncey Eggerss, 
secretary-treasurer; and Roy Mills, 
Charles Olson and Vern Campbell, 


directors. 


Dan Smith Wins Award 
For Fine Suggestion 
hee SMITH’S military experience 


stood him in good stead last 
month in the formation of a fine 
suggestion which will further add 
to the safety .——__ 
measures, always oe 
a matter of | 
prime considera- | 
tion in our Com- 
pany’s planning 
and operation of 
its equipment, |. 
being employed | é 
in connection faa “s 
with the trans- — . 
portation of con- 
struction crews. Dan suggested the 
adoption of a safety strap which 
could be placed across the back of 
trucks in which crews were being 
transported in order to minimize the 
danger of accidents from falls. The 
army used this to good advantage 
during the war, his suggestion said, 
and very few accidents were re- 
ported from this cause. 

His suggestion exemplifies the 
many fine ideas which have been re- 
ceived by the Committee since the 
adoption of the Employees’ Sugges- 
tion Plan a few months ago. The 
plan is designed to be mutually help- 
ful to employees, subscribers and the 
Company. Any ideas you may have 
which would improve service, pro- 
mote the welfare or safety of em- 
ployees, save time, add revenue, etc., 
will be carefully considered by the 
Committee. Send them to the 
Chairman of the Employees Sugges- 
tion Committee at Lincoln. Your su- 
pervisor will supply you with the 
necessary form. 


Dan Smith 
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Helm Returns to Lincoln 
é igen critical housing shortage isn't 
letting up a bit and if you don’t 
believe it, just ask Claude Helm. The 
Old Maestro finally fell victim to the 
difficulties which have beset so many 
during recent months when his in- 
ability to find a suitable residence for 
his family at York caused him to give 
up his position as area commercial 
manager and request a transfer to 
Lincoln. 

Mr. Helm moved to York in 
August, 1944 after having held the 
position of manager of the Lincoln 
Army Air Field. Since that time his 


Lincoln Howlers Turn 


HE annual bowlers’ dinner of the 

Lincoln Employees Bowling 
League is rapidly becoming an in- 
stitution in L. T and T. employee 
circles. The long heralded affair as 
a fitting topper-offer for a most en- 
joyable season of competition lived 
up to all advance notice in every re- 
spect and was a gala occasion. 


A group of nearly fifty “athletes” 
gathered last month at Italian Village 
for a super steak dinner following 
which the yearly business meeting 
was conducted to the accompani- 
ment of much animated discussion. 
Elected as officers for the coming 
season were Ken Lawson, president; 
Ernie Royce, vice-president and Carl 
Ahl, secretary-treasurer. The need 
for added facilities in order to accom- 
modate all bowlers who wish to par- 
ticipate also was brought up and a 
committee composed of Howard 
Spahnle as chairman, Cecil Donley 
and Clem Bottorff was appointed to 
investigate the possibilities of obtain- 


wife and daughter have continued to 
live at their home in Lincoln and all 
attempts to locate a suitable resi- 
dence at York have been fruitless. In 
the mean time, Claude has been com- 
muting back and forth on week ends 
between York and Lincoln and living 
during the week at a York hotel. 
The position of area commercial 
manager for the York area is vacant 
at present and no announcement has 
been made concerning the naming of 
a successor to the post. Mr. Helm 
has been assigned duties in the Lin- 
coln Business Office as commercial 
representative. ; 


Out For Annual [inner 


The newly elected officers of the bowl- 
ing league. Left to right, Carl Ahl, secre- 
tary-treasurer; Ken Lawson, president; 
and Ernie Royce, vice-president. 


ing reservations at Lincoln’s new 
bowling alley which is scheduled for 
completion by the end of the 
summer. 


The league is looking forward to a 
bigger and better season next year 
with special events and prizes adding 
impetus and enjoyment to the com’ 
petition. 


The delicious steak dinner is enjoyed by this fine turn out of bowlers. 


Meshier and Ryan Named to New 
gupervisory Posts in Southern District 


Chas. Meshier Tyler W. Ryan 


EW assignments 1n supervisory 

positions in the Southern District 
for Charles W. Meshier and Tyler 
W. Ryan were announced last 
month. Mr. Meshier, formerly area 
manager at Tecumseh, became dis- 
trict wire chief with headquarters at 
Beatrice, and Mr. Ryan succeeds to 
the position of Tecumseh area man- 
ager. W. E. Macdonald, who has 
been stationed at Beatrice since 1942 
as district inspector and district wire 
chief, will continue as district wire 
chief until his retirement within the 
next few months, and in order to fa- 
miliarize Mr. Meshier with his work 
assignments. 


Mr. Meshier’s appointment comes 
as a well-earned promotion and at- 
tests to the splendid manner in 
which he has carried out his assign- 
ments. His service with the Com- 
pany dates to June, 1911 and his first 
job was that of rackman at the Lin- 
coln office. He later held the posi- 
tion of chief testman and in 1923 
was made manager of the Havelock 
exchange. In 1926 he went to Fair- 
bury as manager and in 1934 re- 
ceived a promotion as area commer- 
cial manager at Hastings. For the 
past 12 years he has been stationed 
at Tecumseh as area manager. 


Charlie has earned for himself an 
enviable warm spot in the hearts of 
his many friends in Tecumseh 
through his unselfish and whole- 
hearted interest in and support of 
the community's civic and welfare 
program and his activities in fra- 
ternal circles. He has been a leader 
in many chamber of commerce ac’ 
tivities, acting On numerous commit- 


tees, and is a past president and past 
lieutenant governor of Kiwanis and 
a member of American Legion Post 
Number 2. Active also in Masonic 
affairs, he is a Past High Priest of 
Royal Arch Masons, Silom Chapter 
44 at Fairbury; Past Master of Fair- 
bury Lodge Number 53, A. F. and 
A. M. and is a member of Tecumseh 
Lodge Number 17, A. F. and A. M. 
He is a member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Pioneer Telephone Association. 

Mr. Ryan is fully qualified to as- 
sume the responsibilities of his new 
office, having held various man- 
agerial positions during his twelve 
years of service with the Company. 
He entered the telephone business 
in April, 1934 as a salesman in the 
Lincoln Business Office and in 1936 
was transferred to David City as a 
clerk. In 1938 he was made man- 
ager at Milford and received a pro- 
motion as assistant area manager at 
Seward the next year. In 1941 he 
moved to Humboldt as manager and 
in 1942 was named area manager at 
Wilber, which position he held until 
his entry into the army in May, 
1944. 

Since his return from service in 
January, 1945 he has held the titles 
of district clerk at Beatrice and area 
manager, recently serving in this ca- 
pacity at Auburn during the tempo- 
rary absence of Sterling Nelson. He 
is a member of Humboldt Lodge 
Number 40, A. F. and A. M., and 
David City Post Number 125 of the 
American Legion. 


— 


New Library Books 


WO new books, one fiction and 

one non-fiction, were added to 
the employee’s library located in 
Room 219 of the General Office 
Building, during the month of 
April. The fiction book is entitled, 
“This Side of Innocence” and was 
written by Taylor Caldwell. The 
non-fiction book, donated to the li- 
brary by F. M. Strasser, is entitled 
“Bowling” and was written by Joe 
Falcaro and Murray Goodman. 
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Pioneer Annual Reunion 


Set For June 21 

N JUNE 21 the Frank H. Woods 

Chapter of independent tele- 
phone pioneers will observe the fifth 
anniversary of its founding and plans 
are already drawn and processed to- 
ward making the celebration of this 
event one which will be long re- 
membered. 


The main attraction will be the re- 
vival of the annual Pioneer Get-to- 
gether, which was suspended last 
year because of the restrictions on 
traveling and the difficulties of pro- 
viding a banquet fare under food ra- 
tioning. Jay Pugsley, the Chapter’s 
vice-president, has been appointed to 
take general charge of all arrange- 
ments in connection with the reunion 
and is prepared, at this time, to make 
the following announcement: “The 
entire Chapter membership will be 
called upon to assemble on Friday, 
June 21, at the Hillcrest Country 
Club, Lincoln, in observation of the 
Chapter’s fifth birthday. An ample 
allotment of time will be set aside for 
visiting and renewing acquaintance- 
ship with fellow-members while a 
program of high talent and interest 
is being arranged.” 


To the above might be added that, 
if there must be speeches, they will 
be limited to two minutes per head 
and that the Pioneer Quadrille Team 
is already hard at work polishing 
their formations for their first pub- 
lic appearance, which we hope will 
be upon that evening. 


Contact will be made with each 
Pioneer member, generally through 
Area Pioneer Representatives, to 
make reservations for a plate at the 
banquet. The Chapter treasury has 
a sufficient balance to bear more 
than half the expense of the affair, 
so the cost of the reservation tickets 
is not expected to be large. 


With the roll of membership in- 
creased by many dozens during the 
year, and the lifting of restrictions on 
traveling, it naturally follows that 
the Chapter’s fifth birthday party 
will greatly surpass any of their 
former gatherings by a_ goodly 
number. 


62 L. T. and T. Drivers 
Win Safety Certificates 
IXTY-TWO Lincoln employees 


classified as commercial drivers 
were awarded safety certificates by 
the Lincoln Kiwanis Club at a ban- 
quet at the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce last month. The certifi- 
cates were given in recognition of 
records of driving without accident 
ranging from one to fourteen years. 


The highest number of awards 
went to L. T and T. drivers, the next 
highest number to be won by one 
organization being the 34 which 
were won by the Central Electric 
and Gas Company. 

Twenty-six certificates were won 
by employees of our Company for 
having driven ten or more years 
without mishap. These were: four- 
teen years—Art Albers, F. E. Behm, 
R. N. Brendle, J. A. Dobbs, C. C. 
Donley, C. G. Hedstrom, A. C. 
King, C. H. Liebhart, G. O. Seaton, 
F. M. Strasser, E. Wedgwood and 
H. Zimmerman; thirteen years—W. 
P. Conn, J. C. Miller, C. Pierce, D. 
C. Travis and Rex Winders; twelve 
years—J. Pugsley and W. H. Spur- 
lock; eleven years—Don Aydelott, 
C. Boyles, Jess May, G. E. Miller, 
P. A. Schmeltzer and Bedric Wanek, 
and ten years—Paul Guelker. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


fees following claims were paid 
by the Telephone Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association during 
the month of April, 1946. 


Primary members: E. T. Dough- 
erty, Lincoln Service Department, 
$10.00; C. J. Novak, Wahoo Plant 
Department, $45.00; E. E. Johnson, 
Lincoln Service Department, $150.00; 
Herbert Huddleston, General Plant 
Department, $57.00; G. W. Grif. 
fith, Lincoln Service Department, 
$195.00; Mrs. Norma H. Burt, Lin- 
coln Service Department, $36.30; 
Mrs. Louise Roth, General Traffic 
Department, $52.50. 

Dependents: Beverly Eggerss, 
Lincoln, $5.25; Mrs. C. F. Peachman, 
Lincoln, $36.75; Robert Ryan, 
Tecumseh, $110.62; Joan Connors, 
Nebraska City, $39.20. 


Three veterans were welcomed back to the job during April. At left is Thomas H. 
Roller, a lineman in the Construction Department, W. H. Husing, center, receives an 
especially warm welcome as he greets his wife at Tecumseh, George Eggleston, former 
combinationman at Auburn, has returned to this position at Lincoln. 


HE month brought positive evi- 

dence that the peak has been 
reached and passed in the number 
of veterans returning to employment 
with the Company. During April 
only three members of the Honor 
Roll were reinscribed on the pay roll, 
bringing the total now returned to 
seventy-six. 


GEORGE E. EGGLESTON, for- 
merly employed as combinationman 
at Auburn, returned to the same 
position in the Lincoln service de- 
partment on April 29. George began 
his telephone career as a shopman in 
August, 1942, and entered the Navy 
in July, 1945. He was assigned for 
training to the Great Lakes Naval 
Center and was transferred to the 
Personnel Separation Center at 
Great Lakes in late December to as- 
sist in returning Naval Forces to 
civilian life. 

WILLIAM H. HUSING’S serv- 
ice record dates back to October, 
1942, when he was employed at 
Seward. The following July he as- 
sumed the position of combination- 
man at Weeping Water, continuing 
there until called into the army in 
early June, 1945. His nine months 
of military training were spent at 
Camp Crowder, Missouri ,as a mem- 
ber of various signal units and, fol- 
lowing his separation, he returned to 
work as combinationman at Tecum- 
seh on April 1. 


Ah 7 Ye 


THOMAS H. ROLLER resumed 
his post as lineman in the construc- 
tion department on April 29. He 
was first employed in February, 
1943, and entered service in March 
of the following year. Assigned to 
a field artillery battalion, he trained 
at Camp Roberts, California, Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, Camp Bowie, 
Texas and Fort Bragg, North Caro- 
lina where the war’s end interrupted 
his training program. The NEWS 
echoes the sentiment of our entire 
organization in extending, to the 
month’s returning servicemen, a most 
hearty welcome back into the fold. 


Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the 25th of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The ‘‘News” accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


WANTED 
3 or 4 room furnished apartment. Ag 


College District preferred. Mrs. Mildred 
McGill, 2 rings, ext. 73, Lincoln, 


Bound volumes of Lincoln Telephone 
News in good condition. Advise vears 
available and prices wanted. If you ‘want 
bound volumes also advise years desired 
as we may be able to refer you to those 
who wish to sell. A. O. Andrews, Ilis- 
torical Department, Lincoln. 


August, 1943 and September, 1943 
Fortnightly Telephone Engineer for His- 
torical Files. A. O. Andrews, Lincoln. 


Construction of New 


Tecumseh Building Has Been Approved 


HE construction of the new ex- 

change building at Tecumseh 
now has the green light of Civilian 
Production Administration approval 
and the contractor will proceed with 
the work as soon as materials become 
available. This is the second major 
project in our Company's post-war 
dial conversion program, the CPA in 
March also having granted permis- 
sion to proceed with the Plattsmouth 
building and preliminary operations 
at both exchanges are under way. 


Much credit for the favorable 
governmental action is due to the 
splendid cooperation on the part of 
the citizens of Tecumseh and their 
efforts are sincerely appreciated. Let- 
ters urging approval of the project 
were written by the Tecumseh 
Chamber of Commerce, The Tecum- 
seh Chieftain, Mayor Robb, J. V. 
Johnson, and other public spirited 
citizens who recognize the many 
advantages to the community of 
modern, dial service and who urged 
the desirability of the undertaking. 


Completion of the attractive, one- 
story brick structure will enable us 
to provide Tecumseh | subscribers 
with the finest and most up-to-date 
service. The building will be lo- 


cated on the site just north of the 
Hopkins hotel and will house the 
switching equipment through which 
dial service will be furnished to all 
city and rural subscribers. The 
building also will provide quarters 
for the Tecumseh business office, the 
long distance switchboard, as well as 
for installation, maintenance and 
motor vehicle facilities. 


As a preliminary step to the con- 
version of the exchange to dial op- 
eration, all telephone instruments for 
both city and rural subscribers will] 
be changed to the new handset dial 
type which will be available in either 
wall or desk style. These instruments 
will be installed as soon as they be- 
come available and the present tele- 
phones, after being reconditioned, 
will then be used to supply service 
for subscribers in manually operated 
exchanges, thus further easing the 


critical instrument shortage at these 
points. 


Extensive additions and improve- 
ments in outside plant facilities also 
will be made. These will include the 
installation or replacement of cables, 
poles, wires, drops and other equip- 
ment, thus enabling us to furnish our 
Tecumseh customers with a _ thor- 
oughly efficient and adequate service. 


Hebron Operators Praised 


For Their Fine Service 
ee heartfelt gratitude for the 

magnificent cooperation received 
from the girls at the Hebron switch- 
board during a recent emergency was 
expressed in the following letter 
from Mrs. Joe Stauber of Hebron 
addressed to George Jones, area man- 
ager: 

“Will you please thank the tele- 
phone operators for me. I want 
them to know I thought they were 
wonderful connecting me with the 
Doctor’s last Sunday evening. I was 
so upset I couldn’t give the number, 
but I didn’t need to. Those opera- 
tors had the different ones I wanted 
to talk with right now. They just 
seemed to know and long distance, 
I do not see yet how she got me the 
right party in such a little time. 
Seemed to me like a second, and she 
had them. I don’t know how she 
did it really, I was so excited. 


‘“T believe they are mind readers. 
I think service like that is wonder- 
ful. I thank them so very much. 
Tell them we are still wondering 
how they could connect us up so 
quickly with all those calls, just as 
fast as I tell them, they have them. 
In fact, it seemed like they had them 
on line before I could tell them. 
Service like that can’t be beat. Thank 
you girls.” 


Architect’s sketch of the new Tecumseh building, now in the preliminary stages of construction. 
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Jessie Wirthel Honored 
By Townsfolk Upon 


Retirement 

HE retirement of Mrs. Jessie 

Wirthel on May 1, brought to a 
close a long and fruitful career of 
public service, a career which was 
spent in its en- 
tirety as chief- 
operator at the 
Cordova ex: 
change. 

That the 
townspeople 
were fully cog- 
nizant of the loss 
they would sus- 
tain through her 
Mrs. Jessie Wirthel absence at che 
hub of their community life was 
amply reflected on April 18, when 
they turned out 150 strong to do 
honor to Mrs. Wirthel at a farewell 
party. Highlight of the program was 
the reading of a poem composed 
by Ernest Jensen, manager of the 
Farmers Elevator at Cordova, com- 
mending the guest of honor on her 
long period of service to the com- 
munity, the quiet and efficient man- 
ner in which she handled the many 
emergencies which had passed 
through her switchboard during the 
past thirty-one years and for her un- 
wavering devotion to her work and 
the problems of her telephone fam- 
ily. On April 22, Mrs. Wirthel 
sat as guest of honor at another 
party, given by the telephone em 
ployees of Friend at the home of 


Manager Massie. The evening was 
spent at cards, games and reminis- 
cences and included, as out of town 
guests, Mrs. Ethelyn Jones, chief op- 
erator at Dorchester, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Brock of Wilber, Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Haberman and Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Wirthel, her son, from 
Seward. 

During the long span of years 
since Mrs. Wirthel took charge of 
the switchboard at Cordova in 
April, 1915, there has never been a 
day (or a night) when she has been 
absent from her post because of sick- 
ness—a truly remarkable record, and 
one which may be without parallel 
throughout the length and breadth 
of the land. 


In early June, Mrs. Wirthel plans 
on leaving for Wisconsin, where she 
will spend the summer visiting rela- 
tives and to enjoy the initial fruits 
of a well earned rest. Upon her re- 
tirement she was awarded a life 
membership certificate in the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter of the Pioneer 
Association and received a shower of 
gifts from her grateful “public” and 
fellow-workers. 


Our Front Cover 

ID you notice anything familiar 

about the two linemen pictured 
on the front cover for this issue? 
With another good look you might 
recognize the two well-known char- 
acters in the Construction Depart- 
ment, Charlie Riedel and Les Shirey 
who are shown as they go about 
their work on the top side of a pole. 


The most excellent job of photog: 
raphy was performed by our friend 
John Reed of the general plant of- 
fice and the site of the picture 1s a 
point just west of Waverly. 

Appearances are sometimes de- 
ceiving. When we first saw the pic- 
ture we immediately visualized 
Charlie and Les perched far up on a 
lofty pole, which we thought must 
be at least a “45,” with John balanc- 
ing precariously on top of a car or a 
high step ladder to bring them into 
range. However, upon cross-examt 
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Meet Your New 


Associate Editor 
JE PRESENT with pleasure the 
new associate editor for the 
Lincoln Traffic Department, Miss 
Mary C. Ormand, who will assem- 
ble and _ write 
the “Personali- 
ties in the News” 
story each 
month of the 
goings-on in her 
department. 
Mary is an A 
and L operator 
and has been 
with us since 
1941. She tells 
us that she has always had a yen for 
writing and engaged in this activity 
to a considerable extent in school, 
working with various student publi- 
cations. She has a most pleasing 
way of expressing herself, as the 
reading of her column this month 
will show, and her enthusiasm cer- 
tainly is refreshing. 


Mary Ormand 


We also wish to acknowledge with 
sincere appreciation the efforts and 
cooperation of our retiring associate 
editor for this department, Miss 
Georgia Finnigan, who has acted 
in this capacity since August, 1944. 


nation, Mr. Reed broke down and 
confessed that he had searched long 
and diligently for a very short pole 
and that he did no spectacular climb- 
ing at all. In fact, the pole he final- 
ly selected was so short that he ac- 
tually had to lie flat on the ground 
to get the top in proper focus. 


Safety Pup Says— 


SAFETY SUGGESTIONS 
ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 


24 x s 


Ruth M, Clark Bernice Iwohn 
Junior Secretary Junior Secretary 


Lincoln Lincoln 


Commercial 


Clark, Ruth M., stenographer to junior 
secretary, general commercial. 

Helm, C. W., area commercial manager, 
York, to commercial representative, 
Lincoln. 

Iwohn, Bernice, stenographer to junior 
secretary, general commercial. 

Smith, Joy L., stenographer to junior sec- 
retary, general commercial. 


Non-Functional 


Ryan, Tyler, area manager, Auburn, to 
area manager, Tecumseh. 


Plant 


Bailey, Vernon, groundman to lineman, 
construction. 

Eggleston, George, returned from military 
service to combinationman, Service, 
Lincoln. 

Husing, Wm., returned from military 
service to combinationman, — service, 
Tecumseh. 

Martin, Raymond L., groundman to truck- 
driver, construction. 

Meshier, Charles B., area manager, 
Tecumseh, to district wire chief, general 
plant. 

Roller, Thomas H., Jr., returned from 
military service to lineman, construc- 
tion. 

Royce, M. E., shopman to warehouseman, 
supply. 

Winders, Rolland R., clerk to advanced 
clerk, supply. 


Traffic 


Bennett, Betty, A€L operator to A&@L 
supervisor, Hastings. 

Brotherton, Helen, A&L operator to desk 
operator, Hastings. 

Darnold, Dorothy, L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 

Glover, DeLores M., L operator to L su- 
pervisor, Lincoln. 

Hawes, Gladys, A@L operator to NA@L 
operator, DeWitt. 


Dorothy Osterthun Joy L. Smith 


Evening Junior Secretary 
Chief Operator Lincoln 
Hastings 


Hess, Olive, A operator to A&L operator, 
Hastings. 

Hunsche, Arlene, appointed chief opera- 
tor-cashier, Rising City. 

Itzen, Bernice, L operator to desk opera- 
tor, Lincoln. 

Jurgensmeier, Irene, A&L operator to 
A&L supervisor, Hastings. 

Merz, Beata, NA&L operator to A&L 
operator, Seward. 

Moats, Lucille, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Hastings. 

Osterthun, Dorothy, A€&L supervisor to 
evening chief operator, Hastings. 

Pearson, Ardena, assistant chief operator 
to chief operator, Hastings. 

Putnam, JoAnn, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Tooker, Doris E., A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Uthe, Clara C., appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Cordova. 
VanMatre, Clara E., chief operator-cashier, 
Rising City to A operator, Ashland. 
Voecks, Naomi, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Wahoo. 

Witte, Ida, A operator, Lincoln, to A 
operator, Beatrice. 

Wright, Dorothy, A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Osceola, 


————$—— <o- _ ~~ 


Blessed Events 
Mr. and Mrs. 


aT C.F. Schleufer 
ot of Hastings are 


the preud_ par- 
ents of a baby 
girl, Linda Ann, 
born April 28. 
Mr. Schleufer is 
ry; ‘§ a member of the 
Wie Lo Hastings Plant 
oer Department. 


if 10 Pe 


oS 


+ 


®, 


°S 
eee 
os 
4 
ote! 


s 
% 
Me! 


O 
oO 
‘e, 


© 
OO 
’, 
OOO 


“ie 
ate: 


x 


00 
gx 
eoecee eee: 


.@. 


O 


?, 
> 
re, 


Ardena Pearson 


EET Ardena Pearson who re- 


cently received an appointment 


as chief operator at Hastings. She 
succeeds Miss Melba Richards who 
was named as assistant chief opera- 
tor at Lincoln. The story of these 
and other attending organization 
changes appeared in last month's 
"News, however, Miss Pearson’s 
picture was not available at that time 
for publication. 


JOuURNEY’S END 


MRS. G. D. TYRELL, mother of 
Velma Miller, operator at Beaver 
Crossing, died April 12. Funeral 
services were held April 13 at 
Beaver Crossing. 


MR. A. D. Barnhouse, stepfather of 
Esther Fritz, Sterling Traffic De- 
partment, died March 31 at his 
home in Adams. Funeral services 
were held April 3 at the Metho- 
dist Church in Adams. 


Mr. I. G. HORNBECK, husband of 
Elsie Hornbeck, Chief Operator at 
Louisville, passed away April 4. 
Funeral services were held in Mur- 
dock, April 7 with interment in 
Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln. 


MR. HENRY STOCK, father of 
Charles Stock of the Auburn 
Plant Department, passed away 
April 19 at the age of 69. Funeral 
services were held at the Christian 
Church at Auburn, April 20. 


NHappiness DV\ Beas 


Bonnie _ Brit- 
tenham of the 
Superior Traffic 
Department be- 
came the bride 
of Wallace 


North of Ster- 
ling, Colorado, 
March 31 at 
Mankato, Kan- 
sas. Judge Salina Teeple performed 
the ceremony. After a short honey- 
moon, the couple will reside in Ster- 
ling, Colorado. 
e ® 

Ruth Probst, Chief Operator at 
Sterling, became the bride of Rolland 
Aden in St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Sterling, at a candlelight ceremony 
performed March 30, by the Rev. 
C. August Decker of Clay Center 
and Rev. John Voelk. After a short 
wedding trip, the couple will reside 
on a farm one mile east of Sterling. 


e °@ 

Floyd Henson of the Lincoln Sup- 
ply Department and Lucille Schmall 
of Lincoln were united in marriage 
March 27 at the Zion Congregational 
Church at Lincoln. The couple will 
reside in Lincoln. 

e ® 

Marie Endsley of the Lincoln Ac- 
counting Department became the 
bride of Louis Freauf at Grace 
Lutheran Church on April 11. After 
a short honeymoon, the couple have 
taken up their residence in Lincoln 
and Mrs. Freauf has returned to her 
work. 

e ®@ 

Nellie Cox of the Fairbury Traffic 
Department and Robert Shepard 
were united in marriage March 18 at 
Washington, Kansas. Judge Piser 
performed the ceremony. The couple 
is residing in Fairbury and Mrs. 
Shepard is continuing her work. 


e @ 

The marriage of Alice Specht of 
the Fairbury Traffic Department and 
Leroy Sarr was solemnized March 
18 at Marysville, Kansas. The couple 
will reside in Fairbury and Mrs. 
Sarr will continue her work. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


R. S. Baldwin 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


W. J. Knudson 


J. L. Baxter 
Lincoln Lincoln 


25 Years 25 Years 


Forty-Two Years 
W. O. Bundy, Fairbury. 
Thirty-Four Years 
A. E. Holt, David City. 
Thirty-Two Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 


J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln; 
R. J. Rogers, York. 


Thirty Years 


R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto Nel- 
sen, C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
M. F. Egan, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 


Laura Sires, Lincoln; Ida Townsend, 
Cook. 
Twenty-Five Years 


J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. F. 


Peachman, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 


Ivan Paddock, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Irene Swan, 
David City. 
Twenty-One Years 
W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. Met- 


calf, Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth; 


R. E. Wait, Hastings. 


apf 11 Be 


Otto Nelsen Cc. G. Riedel 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


Cc. F. Peachman Alethea Schulling 


Lincoln Raymond 


25 Years 15 Years 


Nineteen Years 
Minnie I. Allen, Elsie Powell, Lincoln; 
H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice; Tilla Phipps, 
Malcolm. 
Eighteen Years 


C. W. Helm, A. L. Johnson, J. E. 
Smith, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
Moreane Alldritt, Hastings; E. J. Flow- 
erday, Humboldt; R. E. Mills, Wymore; 
W. T. Nyden, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 
Alethea Schulling, Raymond. 


Thirteen Years 


Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
Otto Buck, Minnie Metcalf, Lincoln: 
L. W. Cleveland, Military Service. 


Eleven Years 


R. R. Winders, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 
Effie Harbour, Humboldt: Dora Plessel. 
Milford. 
Nine Years 
P. J. Garvey, Lincoln. 


Eight Years 
Esther E. Brown, Osceola: Erika Head- 
man, Stromsburg. 
Five Years 


Martha Ehlers, Fairbury; Catherine 
Ormand, Lincoln. 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 


Cordova 


A farewell party was held in honor of 
Mrs. Jessie Wirthel, chief operator-cash- 
ier, Thursday evening, April 18th, in the 
Cordova hall with about one hundired- 
fifty attending. Cards and visiting fur- 
nished entertainment for the evening and 
ended with plenty to eat. Mrs. Wirthel was 
given a farewell toast by Ernest Jensen, in 
the form of a poem composed by him. 
She was also presented with some very 
nice gifts from the community. Mrs. 
Wirthel retired May 1, with a service rec- 
ord of thirty-one years. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Just so the rest of you won’t wonder 
what Lincoln has that David City hasn’t, 
I’ll tell you—clothes—and that is just the 
reason most of us made a trip to Lincoln 
sometime during the month. Jean Vybiral, 
Irene Swan and Ruby Miller started the 
stone rolling, Betty Vybiral gave it a 
slight shove when she spent her week- 
end there which was enough to keep it go- 
ing until Nadine Aden stopped it when 
she made her trip down and back. Some 
girls have so much money they just leave 
it lying around for someone else to pick 
up. On Betty’s week-end she left her 
purse on a table at a dance. When she re- 
turned, the purse was gone, also the $10 
bill and a beautiful compact, . . . Nadine, 
we all know that the early bird gets the 
worm but we don’t believe any bird 
would get up at 1 a. m. to get it, It seems 
Nadine got up the other morning at 1 


What is the power that this guy Parsons has over 
women? The gals in the Lincoln Business Office went to 
great pains to present him with an elaborate Easter greet- : 
ing complete with a ‘‘rabbit’s nest’ and Easter eggs. Stand- When asked why, she said, 
ing behind him are Betty Roeder, Margie Lundwahl, An- ‘I. had to wait for the 


gela Pauley and Gerry Adsit. 


a. m., put the coffee on and finished her 
usual morning routine when she found 
out what time it was. We don’t know 
whether she thought it would take six 
hours to make coffee or whether she 
loves plug punching so much she just 
can’t stay away from it. .. ,. Mildred 
Samek is the only one on the casualty 
list this month. She underwent a _ ton- 
sillectomy and is getting along micely. 
Evidently the sailor wasn’t sure cure 
after all. ...On Ruby Miller’s week-end 
she headed for Neosho, Missouri, to see 
the beautiful scenery she had been hav- 
ing whispered in her ear and also getting 
acquainted with some very special people. 

Visitors in our office this month 
were Miss Seymour, Mr. McKinzie and 
Mr. Jackson. . Harvey Armagost and 
family have gone to California to spend 
two weeks’ vacation basking in the sun- 
shine, 


Louisville 
Ruth Maier spent the day, April 16, in 
Omaha... . Miriam Carter spent Sunday, 


April 14, visiting her folks at Greenwood. 
... Alice Louise Thurman went to Omaha 
on the 18th and 19th of April to take the 
regent examination, 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Spring has come at last after all of our 
rainy weather, Our visitors this 
month were Miss Markuson and Mr. Mc- 
Kinzie. We are always glad to have 
visitors. . . . The vacations have been 
settled after changing and exchanging 
and rearranging—anyway it’s settled. ... 
The spring fever has bad effects on some 
of us. Josie Shoemaker, Mrs. Adams, 
Betty Johnson and Violet 
Peterson have all been on 
the sick list, Vada Harris 
has a swollen jaw to re- 
mind her she had a tooth 
pulled. Mrs. Haines re- 
signed, She decided it was 
more fun to do housekeep- 
ing for her new hushand 
than push plugs. Sorry to 
see her go. ... We have an 
Old member back again. 
Welcome Mrs. Waters. (Re- 
member Dottie?) She tells 
me she had her’ second 
honeymoon and is now 
ready to settle down in her 
newly acquired apartment 
Get her to tell you about 
her trip sometime, girls! 
Hm! Bette Moyer also left 
us so she could take up 
housekeeping. Mary Tinhes 
is to be one of Beites 
bridesmaids at the wed- 
ding. . . . Incidentally, 
Jeanie Bray was late the 
other day after her relief. 


Street light.” You see we 


af 12, ye 


only have two street lights in town and 
they haven’t affected many people. But 
Jeanie was late. Ralph Connors is 
Chairman of the Jr. Chamber of Commerce 
Committee that sponsors the Solf Ball 
League consisting of eight teams, Boy, we 
had to do some coaxing to get that infor- 
mation!!! ... John Rupple spent some time 
holding a fishing pole. He isn’t bragging 
so his luck must have not been good.... 
Velma Abker spent her week-and at Dun- 
bar. Betty Balfour also spent her week- 
end at Dunbar with her folks. Maxine 
Meyer says she had her first real home- 
cooked dinner since her parents moved 
away when she spent her week-end with 
her aunt in Syracuse. One of our 
subscribers gave one of the girls a beauti- 
ful linen ‘‘handkie’’ in appreciation for 
the good work done on a long distance 
call. We are very proud, yes indeed! 


Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mrs. Doris Hoover, formerly Doris 
Leesley, is back to work as A & L Op- 
erator... . Miss Rose Janda spent the day 
April 9 in Omaha... . Mrs. Agnes Uhlik 
spent Tuesday, April 9, in Omaha, shop- 
ping and visiting friends . . Mrs. Hilda 
Fitzgerald is back to work as A & L 
Operator. . .- The telephone operators 
received a beautiful bouquet of calna- 
tions from Mr. Beverley Sutton. b eciee't Mr. 
& Mrs. Joe Abrams left Friday evening, 
April 19, for Dorchester to visit toeir 
mothers. ...- Mr. & Mrs. Bob Humiston 
and little daughter Noveta, spent the 
week-end of April 13 visiting at Hardy, 
Nebraska. ... Mr. & Mrs. Ben Anderson 
and family spent the week-end of April 


6 at Beatrice. 
Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Kathryn France Was — chosen» Otoe 
County Queen at the Musical Festival in 
Nebraska City, April 17. She will repre- 
sent Otoe County at the Apple Festival 
in St. Joseph, Missouri, May 2 and 3. She 
will reign at the Apple Festival in Ne- 
braska City this fall... . Mrs. Lockhart 
spent last week-end in Omaha visiting 
friends and relatives Darlene Jo- 
hannes and Marjorie Lois Dunbar were 
Lincoln visitors this month. _.. Mrs Vera 
Bock has been employed by the traffic 
department. 

Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Thursday night, April 25th, Norma Jean 
Voecks was honored with a “Going away” 
party by the Wahoo girls. Norma is not 
really going away, she has resigned to 
take up a full time job managing her fu. 
ture home and husband as she will be- 
come Mrs. Jesse Owens, May 3rd. After 
an evening of playing cards, lunch was 
served and Norma was presented with a 
chenille spread. We wish you happiness 
and any time you need advice, Norma, 


Her majesty, the Queen! Kathryn 
France, operator at Syracuse, was 
chosen Otoe County Queen at the 
Musical Festival in Nebraska City on 
April 17. She also represented Otoe 
County at the Apple Festival in St. 
Joseph, Missouri and will reign at the 
ria ie Festival in Nebraska City this 
all, 


just call on us. ... Augusta Carlson, our 
chief operator-cashier at Valparaiso, has 
resigned and is leaving for Ranchester, 
Wyoming, in the near future. Miss Carl- 
son has done a swell job at Valparaiso 
where she has served since December, 
1943, and we will miss her; however, we 
wish her a happy landing and vacation 
with her brother in Wyoming... . Martha 
Alice Stull from Omaha, is being trained 
to take Miss Carlson’s place and we wel- 
come you. . Erma Shonka of the 
Traffic Department is first vacationer 
from Wahoo. She will be found at her 
home in David City for two weeks start- 
ing April 29th. . . . Margaret Holka, our 
night operator, was called home during 
the illness of her sister, Thelma Ruth 
Holka, who is reported to be very ill at 
Bryan Memorial Hospital, suffering from 
complications following measles. 


Weeping Waiter 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Olga Pehrson, who has been home sick 
with the measles, returned to work 
April 19. , . . Mrs, Iva Clary spent the 
week-end of April 13 with her daughter 
at Otoe. 


Lincoln Departments 


ACCOUNTING AND ENGINEERING 
DEPARTMENTS 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


Despite the fact that we had a “rollick- 
ing jolly old time” at our recent picnic at 
Robbers Cave, we might Say, we all sur- 
vived the ordeal, except for a few aches 
and pains we were laboring with the 
following day. . ., . Our entertain- 
ment committee, Terry Largent and Lor- 
raine McCauley took care of the evening’s 
entertainment very well. They organized 
a scavenger hunt early in the evening so 
everyone would have an equal oppor- 
tunity to explore the cave, except for a 
few who decided later in the evening to 
take in some of its deeper points. “Cagey 
Backstrom”’ won first prize and was 
presented with a blue ribbon and a bottle 
of hair remover... . Our guests of honor 
were Ot Gorman and Joe Hartley, better 
known to their friends, (friends did we 
say,) as “Funny Man Gorman” and “Lit- 
tle Joe,’ who spent their evening making 
with the vocal chords. (What a dischord). 
They also did all right with their 


camera from evidence shown. All in all we 
had a grand time... . It seems as though 
Waldo McDowell of the Commercial of- 
fice is reviving old nursery rhymes, At 
least he is the only one who can explain 
the ‘“‘deal’’ pertaining to the new name he 
has hung on Bob Ross, . . Maybe some 
of you more observing characters have 
noticed the scratches Bobbie Ross has 
been sporting above his left eye. At first 
we thought maybe his wife had made an 
attempt to man handle him—but then 
Bob burst forth, in rather a ‘clemish”’ 
tone of voice, with this explanation. It 
seems as though on a recent trip to the 
farm they, (meaning Sievers and Ross) 
decided to go snipe hunting. Well Bob 
said he sat for quite a while waiting for 
a snipe. After about four hours of tedious 
waiting one came along, and in the pro- 
cess of trying to catch it, he received the 
scratches. (Quite a tussle evidently.) How- 
ever he didn’t catch the snipe (natch), 
but it makes a good story—does it not? 

. , Now that we have taken care of that 
excuse for a story, we will take time out 
to welcome four new members to our de- 
partment. And a hearty welcome it is. 
Kathryn Morrissey and Virginia Tenny 
are all new employees in the north office, 
while Don Swanson is the new fellow in 
the Engineering Dept. ... Some must come 
and some must go and the one to leave 
this month, was Betty Parmenter who left 
to join her husband in Washington, D. C. 
. , » Our congrats to Marie Endsley Freuf, 
who married April ilth. She has returned 
to work after a short trip to Omaha,... 
Milded McGill is now back holding down 
one of the forts in the outer office, 
after a month’s leave of absence. Welcome 
back, Mildred. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


Another veteran will return to work on 
Monday, April 29, namely, Tom Roller. 
He was discharged April 18—I think he 
will undoubtedly top the list of the 
“quickest to return to work after dis- 
charge’’. Frank Conley, who was the vic- 
tim of an automobile accident early in 
January, will return to work on Monday 
—it’s been a long time and I’m sure all of 
his fellow workers will be glad to see him. 
It seems nothing of interest takes place 
around here any more—nobody even pulls 
any boners anymore, except, of course, 
our Chief Clerk, But it would hardly 
seem fair to devote this whole page to 
him every month. But here is one on him 
that I believe is worthy of mention. About 
one o’clock one day last week Mr. Clif- 
ford couldn’t find his cigarette lighter 
and decided he must have lost it coming 
back from lunch, So he spent the greater 
part of the afternoon walking up and 
down the tracks in search of his lighter. 
At last he gave up, came up Stairs, 
reached in his shirt pocket for a cigarette 
and lo and behold—there was his lighter. 
Congratulations are in order for John 
Hobson, who shall hereafter be referred 
to as “Gandpa’”’. This month finds our 
crews in the same vicinities as last month 
with the exception of Eichenour who is 
getting McCool ready for Conversion, 


Supply Department 


Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


As summer approaches we start out 
by getting the window frames and doors 
of the building painted on the outside, 
a nice bright green. Also the General 
Repair Shop and Warehouse employees 
have done a very nice job of washing all 
of the windows inside and out, ... Vaca- 
tion time is here again. Wes Haas wanted 
to take a rest so he is spending an ex- 
tended vacation in California. Roy Reid 


ff 13 oe. ~ 


Mr. and Mrs, Rolland Aden make a hand- 
some couple as they pose in wedding attire 
following their recent ceremony. Mrs. 
Aden is the former Ruth Probst, chief op- 
erator at Sterling. 


is taking his at this writing so we don’t 
know how it is being spent. . .. We are 
very glad to have Oscar Lewis back on the 
job again. Oscar had a little set back and 
was in the hospital again for a _ short 


while. . . . Exservice man George Eggles- 
ton was a welcome visitor to the Ware- 
house. . . . The Motor Vehicle Depart- 


ment reports the first 1946 passenger 
car has been received by the Company. 
This car was put in service in Beatrice, 
Nebraska, . . . Kent Eno, Shop Foreman, 
informs us they have received several 
P.B.X. boards and have already prepared 
some for service. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


Jean Beck. Associate Editor. 


Spring fever still has us, but looking 
around, it has a few other people too. 
For instance, the other spring morning 
Schlentz was seen driving that so-called 
limousine of his two blocks and walking 
the remaining two blocks to work. Also 
Brother Waters was seen getting into the 
same car to ride for one whole block. 

. . Spring house cleaning found Myrtle 
Hiner moving into her newly decorated 
apartment and H, Spahnle moving his 
family out to their own little bungalow. 
The Local Com’! office has been dusting 
things around a bit too. With the moving 
of desks out of the annex, Mike Egan 
has found him a private office in the 
basement—what a secluded place to put 
out those bills—and B. Overcash has 
taken refuge in the directory department. 
Prediction for a coming event—directory 
clerks teaching Overcash to proofread. 
.. . Co-workers leaving us this last month 
include Francis Briggs, Wilma McIntire 
Betty Bauer and Gertrude Merriman, ... 
and joining the force once again is that 
‘Missouri Flash’? or remembered too as 
“The Kid that didn’t wear shoes until he 


was eighteen” HELM... . Helping out in 
the directory department these days is 
Ella Knobel. . . . Mary Ann Hedstrom 


seems to be tripping around in a daze 
but most of that, we believe, came from 
opening a wrong door andé_ ££ «tripping 
down a flight of stairs. Of course, 
landing on the weaker end, her head... . 
Experiencing a Similar fall was Jerry 
Adsit, who after receiving a ring on her 
third finger left hand fell over back- 
wards, incidentally there was a stairway 
behind her, Both girls are slowly 
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A very important citizen in the community life of 
Crab Orchard is Mrs, Helen Jones, relief operator at that ; 
exchange. She has been an operator there for many years, illness, 


beginning her employment in 1912. 


recovering from their ‘downfalls’. 
Another ring sparkling around the office 
belongs to Margie Lundwall. ... Best 
wishes to you gals! . . . Easter 
has come and gone, but it seems to have 
left its mark. Parsons came to work one 
morning to find the Easter bunny had 
really done him right. Big colorful bows 
adorned the corners of his desk and even 
a nest with Easter eggs, candy and all the 
trimmings was in the seat of his chair. 
Parsons is a bit skeptical about Easter 
bunnies now. . The Overcash family 
spent the Easter week-end in Colorado 
Springs. Mr. Overcash claims he had a 
wonderful trip but just can’t seem to get 
over the fact that his wife bought one of 
those frilly Easter bonnets for the oc- 
casion and not even the dog would let 
her enter the house with it... . Betty 
Roeder, Evelyn Pruss and Yours Truly 
entertained the office gals at a shower 
honoring the _ bride-to-be, Mary Ann. 
There were showers of presents, games, 
and food with all the trimmings. ... We 
are glad to have Marie Stockton back 
with us after a recent illness, and more 
good tidings, Bill Morris is back in Lincoln 
after undergoing a successful operation at 
Fitzsimmons Hospital in Denver. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Several early birds to take their vaca- 
tions in the past month were: J. L. Baxter 
who spent his two weeks taking care of 
the chickens and making garden. 
Frank Kuchera says there is just one rea- 
son he took his vacation early, and that 
was because he wanted to spend some 
time with his son Jack. Jack is a former 
Switchroom employee who has been in the 
Navy for two and one-half years and was 
just recently discharged. They also visited 
relatives in Pawnee City. . | . Bill Webster 
is the first to start vacations in the 
Switchroom, He headed for the Ozark 
Mountains in an automobile, so next 
month we will report on the number of 
flat tires he had. ... Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Cleveland spent the week-end of March 
23, in Kansas City visiting relatives. : 
Mr. and Mrs. Liebhart spent the week- 
ed of April 20 in Hastings visiting friends. 
‘ Grover Griffith surprised everyone 
by visiting the Switchroom and Service 
Departments the other day. Grover seems 
to be all full of pep and we are sure glad 
to see him up and around again. ... 
Three other visitors Were Jack Kuchera, 
Bob Gray of Weeping Water, and Floyd 
Nave of Fairbury, ... At the time of this 
writing we are glad to report that Bob 
Green who was taken suddenly ill and op- 


erated on for acute ap- 
pendicitis at the Bryan Me- 
morial Hospital is getting 
along just fine... . Frank 
Coil has been off work due 
to spraining his ankle while 
working in his garden, 


Lincoln Traffic 
Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate 
Editor 


In this, our initial effort, 
we ask our readers to bear 
with us for a hastily as- 
sembled column. Mindful 
of the high standard set 
by our predecessor, Georgia 
Finnegan, we will endeavor 
to do our humble best... . 
We are happy to welcome 
back our Chief Operator, 
Mrs. Roth, after her recent 
Esther Bor- 

chers enjoyed a week-end 

at home with her parents 

near Kenesaw. ... It was 
with regret we bade farewell to Marian 
Niemann whose marriage will take place 
in May. Our best wishes will follow her 
to her new home in Kokomo, Indiana.... 
We do love originality, and Annetta 
Griess has a flair for it! Tiring of the 
monotony of the set rules of bowling, 
she didn’t see why one couldn’t relax a 
little on one’s side while rolling the ball. 
The limp is improving. ... Arlene Zabel 
is learning the ways of supervising... , 
Two new classes were begun in April 
with Mrs. Nichols and Miss Leota Smelser 
as instructors. The beginners are Mrs. 
D Hartley, and Misses P. Waples, E. 
Hites, E. Bauers, P. Longsdon, P. Jones, 
J. Hinman and J. Sears. . Ruth and 
Lola Hetherington spent a week-end at 
their home in Lawrence. ..,. Mrs. Ruth 
Marcks is back at work after an absence 
occasioned by the illness of her mother. 
eo Barbara Blockwitz has joined the 
ranks of strawberry growers. Come this 
time next year, Barbara, we’ll expect an 
invitation, so ‘tend them with care. 
Dorothy Nelson visited over Sunday in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa and attended the 
wedding of her cousin. . , . Spring is here, 
and, undoubtedly Summer just around 
the corner. The operators are coming to 
work decked in their Summer raiment, 
the cooling system is on, and the breezes 
blow us a hint that several hikes, bike 
rides, and other diversions are being 
planned. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 
Beatrice 


Mary Hankins, Leland Hodge and Wilma 
Hinkle, Correspondents 


Happy days are here again for Ruth 
Messler, her husband returned recently 
from overseas Service. , . Lucille Mur- 
ray was in Hays, Kansas again, this time 
acting as attendant in her sister’s wedding 
Have no fear Lucille, it won’t ever be 
said of you, ‘always the _ bridesmaid, 
never the bride.” ... We were sorry to 
lose Virginia Stoner and Ruth Corter 
from this office, anyway the best of luck 
to you two, . Our newest voices with 
a smile belong to Mary Lou Thompson, 
Elva Puckett, and Ruth Sweitzer. Ida 
Witte transferred from Lincoln to make 
our fourth new operator... . Ileta Mum- 
ford returned to work after a long visit 
with relatives down south. . . . We don’t 
begrudge her the time out, but we hope 
she stays with us longer this time... . 
Vacations started this month with Henri- 
etta Menninga being our early bird, The 
home farm was the site of her vacation, 
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and the weather did its best to make her 
free time enjoyable. . Among those 
lucky people who attended Sammy Kayes 
dance in Lincoln was our own Marion 
Walker. Tell us, Marion was it crowded? 
. Betty Seckman spent her week-end 
visiting friends and relatives in Tecum- 
seh, while Joyce Girl proved ‘“Week- 
ends Are Next to Heaven’ just messing 
around in Lincoln. ’ Jeannie Owens 
was absent a week with the “flu”. Be- 
atrice was never as quiet as when Jeannie 
lost her voice. We’re glad to have you 
back and hope you’re over the experi- 
ence. . _ . The epidemic of “two can live 
as cheaply as one” seems to appeal to 
our Commercial Clerks, who rarely stay 
long enough for us to get acquainted 
with them. Our only hope is that Norma 
Jean Whittaker won't get the “bug” from 
Iona Baker who is leaving us in May to 
join the happy twosomes. . 


Burchard 


Mrs. Hattie Wilcox visited in Beatrice 
and Nebraska City, Mr. and Mrs. Herron 
visited relatives in Topeka, Kansas. 


Cook 


Mary Estes and Delores Finke were 
Lincoln and Nebraska City shoppers while 
Laverne Beasterfeld spent several] days in 
Tecumseh visiting. 


Fairburv 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


The first robin has been seen, the trees 
are budding and that’s enough evidence 
of spring and vacation time. All vacation 
schedules have been completed and 
Martha Ehlers of Traffic has been our 
first eager vacationer. . . The name is 
Mrs. Robert Shepherd for the former Nellie 
Cox of the Traffic Department. Also, to 
take the vows was Alice Specht, it is now 
Mrs. LeRoy Sarr. Congratulations, Gals. 
. . , Visitors in our office have been Mrs. 
Edna Pflughaupt, Chief Operator at York, 
and Mrs Robert Hummell, a former oper- 


ator... . Eileen Bailey resigned recently 
to attend school in Omaha, Good Luck 
Eileen. .. Edna Bast and Mary Jackson 


made the arrangements for our recent 
“steak fry.’’ We’ve ben told there’s a meat 
shortage, but you couldn’t tell from where 
we were... . Another potluck supper was 
held this month and everyone seemed to 
enjoy it. Much credit goes to the com- 
mittee. It’s either love, colds or lack of 
nylons that has caused Bernice Bishop, 
Annabelle Stocker, and Marion Thomp- 
son to be on our sick list. 


Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 


Carol Wintermute and Frances Kady, 
Operators at McCook called at our office 
recently. Carol was a former Friend girl, 

Humboldt 
Willistine Clark, Correspondent 

We have a new operator with us, Opal 
Glasgow, glad to have you with us Opal. 
Mariella Williamson and Willistine Clark 
attended the concert given by the Minne- 
apolis Symphony Orchestra in Lincoln. 

Wilber 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Sylvia Anthony had the misfortune of 
injuring her foot while house cleaning. 
Our latest reports are that she is improv- 
ing. . . . Viola Knapp returned to work 
April 1st after a lengthy illness. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Carleton 


Miriam Griess, Correspondent 
Myrtle Smith, Chief Operator, and Mr. 
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Smith spent Sunday, April 28, visiting 
friends in Nelson. 


Fairmont 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


Recent visitors in the Fairmont office 
were Dea Hays, operator at McCool, Mrs. 
Roy Rogers and Frances Cummings of 


York, 
Geneva 


Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


The Traffic and Commercial girls en- 
joyed a6 o’clock dinner April 9 in honor 
of Hazel Ellis who left the employment of 
the company. After partaking of baked 
ham and all the goodies that go with it, 
including frozen lemon pie, Mrs. Ellis was 
presented a brooch with matching ear- 
rings. Although it is good-by for the 
present, we hope it will be hello again 
before too very long... . Mr. and Mrs. 
Cc. J. Crew left for a week’s vacation to 
visit their daughter, Betty, and husband 
at Tuscola, Texas ... What's this we see 
and hear about Maxine Franzen? Do you 
suppose that glittering brilliant on her 
left hand could possibly mean she broke 
down and said ‘Yes’ to that one and 
only? Tell us more about it Maxine... . 
R J. Weis was off duty several days due 
to the death of his brother, Walt Weis. ... 
Chester Hickmon left the employment of 
the Company on April 10 to move to Cali- 
fornia. . , . Have you heard the latest 
story about nylon hose? Phyllis Fellows 
wore her new nylons out to the country 
home of Evelyn DuBois. Upon entering the 
drive, Evelyn’s old dog came out to greet 
them. Phyllis, feeling her “oats, boo-ed 
at the dog and then ran for dear life for 
the house thinking the dog was after her. 
As a result she stumbled over the door 
step, landing flat on the back porch, skin- 
ning her shins and ruining her hose. The 
moral to this story is ‘Don’t boo and run 
from things you know nothing about. 
The old dog was perfectly harmless, be- 
ing deaf and having previously boken his 
hind leg twice he was hardly able to 
navigate on the remaining three let alone 
dash after a young miss full of vigor and 
vim. 

Hastings 


Mattie Petersen, Aldean Thomsen, Mary Ann 
Swanson and Max Walker, Correspondents 


New toll students of the month are 
Lucille Moats. JoAnn Putnam, Aurdey, 
Ransom, Lois Lindstrom and Geraldine 
Paulson. Glad to have you join us, girls. 
_.. Garnet Buss and Dorothy Osterthum 
spent a_ recent weekend at Dorothy’s 
home in Tecumseh. They helped Mr. and 
Mrs. Osterthum celebrate their silver 
wedding anniversary. The girls returned 
Tuesday morning looking like “The Lost 
Weekend.” Now we're wondering just 
who did the celebrating. Speaking of 
Dorothy, she’s all smiles these days with 
the new promotion and all. Then too, her 
brother Ervin, has just returned from 
overseas. F The sparkler on Arelyn 
Kort’s third finger, left hand, has brought 
out a new talent. She is getting domestic 
and has taken to baking cakes with no 
bad results. . It’s two scores for the 
Navy. June Hagel has set May 19 as “the” 
day and Doris Stengel isn’t talking, but 
has that far away look in her eye—to- 
ward the Hoosier State maybe. 
Rogene Jones and her husband spent a 
two weeks’ vacation between here and 
Omaha. By the time you read this, Yeo- 
man Jones will be ‘‘Mr.”’ Jones... . 
Moreane Aldritt spent a day in Lincoln 
shopping. Coming home weak and weary, 
she proudly displayed her parcels, namely, 
one pair of white gloves. . . The desk 
drawer almost proved fatal to Irene 


Combs, or we should say her nylons, 

. . Katie Vortman is back with us after 
a recent tonsillectomy, . . . Easter Sunday 
was just another day to most of us but 
for Frieda Hoffman and Moreane All- 
dritt it was a day in the country as 
guests of Doris Ground. They must have 
found the Easter Bunny for they brought 
Irene Combs a basket with real colored 
eggs and all the trimmings. .. Frieda 
Hoffman spent a recent weekend in 
North Platte visiting her nephew who has 
just returned from Japan and we heard, 
too, that she now has a real Japanese ki- 
mono, Is it pretty Frieda?? . .. Ruth 
Compton left for Rochester, New Yor, 
on her vacation to visit her daughter, 
Joan, who is a student at the university 
there. . . .Berniece Gary is spending her 
vacation at her home in Beaver Crossing. 

. . Aldean Thomsen went to her home 
in Minden to spend Easter with her folks, 
. . . Gloria Hangman has returned from a 
trip home to visit her boy friend. . 
Bonnie Beachler informs us she is leaving 
us the end of April. We’ll miss you, Bon- 
nie. . . _. We wish to welcome our new 
local students Fern Lilja, Betty Hemberger 
and Helen Stephens. ... The Plant Dept. 
wishes to welcome Carolee Grothaus, the 
new steno in that Dept... . Jim Dudgeon 
boasts that he is the only man (?) at- 
tending the MHastings-Lincoln bowling 
meet who was fit as a fiddle the next 
day. . . . Lois Goldenstein went to Lin- 
coln the evening of April 22 to do her bit 
of swinging and swaying with Sammy 
Kaye. 


Hebron 
Miriam Griess, Correspondent 


On March 30, the Hebron area employees 
presented G. T. Jones a farewell gift for 
his service with this company for the past 
25 years, We wish him the best of luck 
in the future. .. . Mildred Leverentz, op- 
erator, is wearing a beautiful diamond on 
her third finger, left hand. The lucky 
man is Rev. Ralph House from Carleton. 


Osceola 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent 


Area manager C. J. Olson attended the 
Telephone Convention in Omaha, April 10. 
.. , Ann Seymour spent several weeks in 
Osceola the latter part of March and the 
fore part of April. . Cableman Elmer 
Moorhead and William Barry spent some 
time working in Osceola the week of 
April 15. 


Shelby 
Visitors at this exchange during April 
included J, A. McKinzie, C, C. Donley, F. 


E. Behm, M. M. Hale, and H. H. Wheeler, 
all of Lincoln. 


Two attractive members of the Beatrice 
Business Office are Mrs. Margaret Len- 
hart, left, and Norma Jean Whittaker. The 
picture was taken last month on Miss 
Whittaker’s first day at work. 
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How We Stand! 


Orders being held because of 
lack of telephones. 


November 1, 1945 
December 1, 1945 
January 1, 1946 
February 1, 1946 
March 1, 1946 
April 1, 1946 
May 1, 1946 


Stromsburg 


Earl Eichenour, better known as 
“Shag,”’ and gang moved poles near 
Stromsburg on account of road grades 
April 16 and 1%. 


Superior 
Viola Carlson, Correspondent 


Edith Jensen, Betty Jeppesen and 
Frances Harmon were recent Hastings 
Shoppers. .. , We hang out the welcome 
Sign to Bernice Reiman, a new local stu- 
dent... A farewell party was given on 
April 9 in honor of Bonnie Brittenham 
North who was married March 31 at Man- 
kato, Kansas. Her future home will be 
Sterling, Colorado. . Clarinda Lake 
shopped in Concordia, Kansas, on a re- 
cent day off and also visited relatives in 
Formosa, Kansas, recently. .. . “Shrimp” 
Whitney was quarantined out of his house 
for three weeks during his daughter's 
illness with scaret fever. The young lady 
had a light case of the fever and Whitney 
got along nicely except that the living 
quarters he finally found were rather 
cramped and every morning he had to 
hurry to work earlier than usual to bor- 
row some hot water and a mirror from the 
Company to shave. 


Sutton 


Iris Ramsey, Correspondent 


Eloise Nuss resigned April 18 and has 
left for New York to visit her boy friend. 
; . Jessie Van Trump of Harvard spent 
the week end of April 5 visiting a friend 
at Scotia, Nebraska. Laucietta 
Fuehrer’s father-in-law passed away April 
23 at his home in Sutton. 


York 
Maxine Meradith, Correspondent 


A farewell for our Manager, Claude 
Helm, was expressed in the form of a 
Weiner roast at the York City Park April 
15. The weather was a little chilly but 
not for long when Dave Culbertson ar- 
rived with some corncobs from McCool 
and George Mehuron with wood left from 
his newly built garage. “Nibs,” Alex 
Pauley’s dog, helped eat the over Supply. 
We were happy to have Suzanne Culbert- 
son, Mrs. Pauley and Bill, Dorothy Tucker 
and Mrs. Helm with us on the Picnic. ... 
Vacations are already under way. Arlene 
Anderson left for Hopkinsville, Tennessee, 
to visit her father. Her brother, Robert, 
arrived from Camp Pendleton, California, 
in time to accompany her. . Mildred 
Brobst, Chief Operator at Benedict, spent 
a few days recently in Omaha. 
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THE GIRLS INTHE LINCOLN BUSINESS OFFICE 
OFFERED 10 FIX S50M€ COLORED £665 FOR 

LES SCHLENTZS EASTER BREAKFAST AND LEE 
WAS ONLY a0 HAPPY To ACCEPT. QUITE 
NATURALLY HEY CROSSED HIM UP BY “FORGETTING 


AERE WERE TWO SCARED LADIES AT THE TELEPHONE, 
CONVENTION IN OMAHA. « WHEN MINNIE METCALF AND 
WILMA GRIPE, TRIED 10 UNLOCK THE DOOR To THEIR 

ROOM HE KEY TURNED COMPLETELY AROUND IN THE 
LOCK? A MAID. HAPPENING BY, TOLD THEM THAT THIS 
INDICATED SOMEONE WAS OCCUPYING THEIR ROOM, 
4HE GALS WERE ABOUT READY 70 BUNK DOWN IN 
ANE LOBBY WHEN A BRAVE MAN CAME BY- OPENED 
THE DOOR FOR THEM AND REPORTED THAT NO 
INTRUDERS WERE INTHE ROOM. 


WHO SAW THE CAR ON THE HIGHWAY HHEAD OF HIM BURST 
rai) ie ou a nO GO 

: qucpErT MEMBERS) POURED OUT FROM ITS | » OUR QUICK 
WeLee Cie fOuN ON THE FRGT ONE. ‘i THINKING DM. REACHED FOR THE FIRE EXTINGUISHER AND 
WITH HIS KNIEE HE SPATIERED EGG ALL | SOON PUT OUT THE BLAZE- WHEREUPON SHID LARGE FAMILY 
OVER HE TABLE WE WALL ANDTHE | GOT BACK INTHE CAR AND TOOK OFF DOWN THE ROAD WITH 
FAMOUS GREEN AND RED NECK TIE+ | NEVER A GLANCE OR WORD FOR THE DEFLATED HERO, 


SSS ¥ : : 
gONG a IM JUST GOlNG OUT 
FOR A BREATH 
OF AIR, BOYS, 
(‘LL BE RIGHT 
a ‘ 
“| LIPILE BILL SCHUMAN 
(a | Nee N 
y g))\ | A RECENT PARTY 
Sa) AT THE HOME OF 


URE 4 FRIEND, BILL 

Thee FELT THe URGE TOY 2" 
Tres 7 «GET some, FRESH = 
NADINE. ADEN OF DAVID CIT AWOKE THE lun Y7 Sapien de HE FYE WITNESSES SWEAR THAT KEN BOSHART, 
ONIER MORNING, GOT ALL “SLICKED UP f WAS oe 
1 a Re POUR HER COFFEE fens aoke Anear end BANEA., HEN 1S & FORMER RESIDENT OF 

AND WAG JUST READY 10 FOUR HER COFFEE Bio ere vecen tn TOKEN] THe CORAL ISLAND OF BIAK- AND GREEN STUFF 


THE CLOCK STRUCK ONE AM. WIS CONTACT WITH THE 
WHEN was | of tle, ee HAS AN UNUSUAL APPEAL TO HIS APPETITE ; 


IMAGINE THAT, 
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PHYLLIS FELLOWS, OF GENEVA, CALLED AT EVELYN DUBOIS’ 
HOME AND WAS ACCOSTED BY EVELYN'S BIG DOG, PHYLLIS 
PLAYFULLY STARTED BARKING AT THE HUGE MAN-EATER 
AND THEN, AFTER TAKING A CLOSE LOOK AT THE BEAST's 
a RAs Ree FORBIODING LEER, DECIDED SHE WAS IN DANGER. 
SINCE LLOYD “SHRIMP WHITNEY, SUPERIOR HAS BEEN AND STARTED RUNNING FORTHE HOUSE. SHE 
QUARANTINED OUT OF HI5 HOUSE AND BED, SPECULATION {HiT THE PORGH IN A HEAP, RUINING A NEW PAIR 
16 RIFE AS TO WHERE HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO FIND LODGING,JOF NYLONS AND THEN LOOKED BACK TO FIND 
THE FACL THAT HE APPLIES HIS RAZOR TOOTH BRUSH © THAT THE CANINE, WHO WAS SENILE, DEAF 
AND COMB AT THE OFFICE EACH MORNING GIVES RISE J pun Goop NATURED KAD MADE NO ATTEMPT 

0 THE RUMOR THAT HE HAS BEEN FORCED To BUNK F-46 coLLOW HER IN HER FLIGHT. 

WITH HIG PAIR OF PET HORNED OWLS. 
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Fe ES 
FIRST CALAMITY OF THE PATTISON LIVINGSTON FARMING 
VENTURE CAME WHEN “PAT WAS TRYING 10 GET THE, 
TRACTOR HOME AHEAD OF AN APPROACHING StoRM. 
Te ON A a a eee Oe Fe MHI 
AND THEN THe RAIN DESCENDED— MIRING “THe. ’ 


TRACTOR. DEEP IN THE MUP AND SOAKING THE 
DISCOURAGED FARMER THROUGH AND THROLIGH. 
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Clyde Boyles Moves to California 


GROUP of more than fifty 

friends and fellow workers of 
Clyde Boyles gathered one evening 
last month at the Cornhusker hotel 
in Lincoln at a dinner party held as 
a farewell salute on the eve of his 
departure for his new residence in 
California. Clyde, who has held the 
position of general foreman since 
1935, has not been in the best of 
health for some time and has been 
visiting in California for the past 
several months. He recently re- 
turned to Lincoln where he an- 
nounced his intention of retiring 
from active service with the Com- 
pany and of taking up residence on 
the Coast where he has purchased a 
home. 


True and sincere friendships are, 
they say, man’s most precious pos- 
session. Certainly no one in the or- 
ganization has a more abundant 
wealth of these. No doubt the rea- 
son for this is that he himself likes 
people and enjoys the association of 
others. During his forty-one years 
of service in the telephone indus- 
try he has displayed a_ staunch 
loyalty and ability to get things done 
and his endeavors have ever been ac- 
companied by a jovial disposition 
and that famous and spontaneous 
smile. 


Clyde is numbered among that 
group of pioneers who began their 
careers with the Bell organization 
and later transferred their services 
to the “Automatic” company. His 
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first employment in the telephone 
business was with the Nebraska 
Telephone Company in Lincoln as 
a lineman. He later held the titles 
of inventory inspector and foreman 
before transferring to our Company 
in 1912. In 1916 he went to Has- 
tings as district foreman and in 1926 
was made city foreman in Lincoln, 
holding this position until Septem- 
ber, 1935 when he was promoted to 
general foreman in which capacity 
he has acted since. During his years 
of service, Mr. Boyles has been iden- 
tified wtih many of the major pro- 
jects of the Construction Depart- 
ment including exchange cutovers 
and dial conversions throughout 
the territory. 


Following the dinner several of 
his associates recounted humorous 
and noteworthy incidents which had 
taken place during the early days of 
his career. Among these was A. W. 
Devereaux, general plant manager 
of the Northwestern Bell at Omaha, 
who began his career with Mr. 
Boyles on a construction gang with 
the Bell Company at Lincoln. As a 
parting gesture of esteem, Mr. 
Boyles was presented with a beauti- 
ful wrist watch by F. E. Behm, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, on be- 
half of those present. 


Clyde’s address in Los Angeles is 
6216 Orange Street. We are sure 
he would be very happy to receive a 
word now and then from his many 


friends in Nebraska. 


F. E. Behm (right), general plant su- 
perintendent, presents Clyde Boyles with 
a wrist watch as a token of friendship 
and good wishes on behalf of those in 
attendance at the farewell party. 


Benefit Claims Paid 

fe following claims were paid 
by the Telephone Employees 

Mutual Benefit Association during 

the month of May, 1946: 


Primary members: Oscar Lewis, 
Supply Dept., $22.00; A. L. Hig- 
gins, Const. Dept., $161.00; Mrs. 
Marie J. Stockton, Lincoln Commer- 
cial Dept., $72.00; O. E. Wohlberg, 
Lincoln Commercial Dept., $257.00; 
Frank Nevitt, Beatrice Plant Dept., 
$15.00; R. M. Green, Lincoln Serv- 
ice Dept., $192.50. 


Dependents: Carol Drake, Tecum- 
seh, $33.75; Mrs. L. P. Livingston, 
Lincoln, $24.10; Janet Hodge, Bea- 
trice, $20.63; Howard Spahnle, Jr., 
Lincoln, $36.75; Mrs. J. M. Abrams, 
Plattsmouth, $11.25. 


Two of the groups which gathered at the dinner party at Lincoln on the eve of Mr. Boyle’s departure for his 


new home in California. 


Harold Brady 


The number of men and women who 
have returned from service with the 
armed forces to employment with the 
Company now totals eighty-three, which 
number includes the seven warriors who 
joined the list within the past month. 

HAROLD BRADY came home from 
three years service with the Army in time 
to celebrate his fifteenth service anni 
versary in April. He returned to his work 
in the printing service department on 
May 6. Harold was a bit unhappy in 
his early Army days when he was shown 
a mimeograph machine and told to start 
running sheets through it. In his first 
letters he bemoaned the fact that it was 
no different from civilian life except that 
he had to wear a uniform and say “Sir 
to the fellow that gave him his jobs. 
Later he went into training as a combat 
engineer, and after several months of 
muscle building he was transferred into 
the military police. Being by this time 
exactly as broad as tall, it is said that his 
formidable appearance was enough to 
quell most any riot without resorting to 
force. His final assignment was with the 
M. P. unit at Omaha. 

THAD C. CONE began his military 
career as lieutenant in the Company cadre 
which was called into service in Novem- 
ber, 1942. After training in officer's 
school at Fort Monmouth he was assigned 
to Geiger Field, at Spokane, Washington, 
where for several months he served as 
base signal officer for this and _ five 
satelite fields. In the spring of 1944 he 
joined the headquarters staff of the Sec- 
ond Air Force at Colorado Springs, Colo- 
radio and was identified with that unit 
until his recent separation, rising in the 
meantime to the rank of major. Former- 
ly chief clerk in the construction depart- 
ment, Thad returns to the position of 
construction foreman. 

CORNELIUS GROENDYKE entered 
the army from the Lincoln service depart- 
ment in July, 1942, and received train- 


Thad Cone 


Don Smith 


Cecil Smalley 


ing in a medical detachment at Camp 
Swift, Texas. At the beginning of the 
next year he was sent to Fort Sam Hous- 
ton, Texas, with the infantry medics, but 
soon received a transfer to the central 
dental laboratories at the fort and has 
been there ever since as a technician. 
Cornelius feels that his long and station- 
ary career at the laboratories qualifies him 
as an old settler of Texas, if not as a 
dentist. He returned to his work on May 
16, two months after receiving his dis- 
charge at Jefferson Barracks, Missourt. 

RICHARD B. HOBSON, warehouse- 
man in the supply department began his 
military service record in June, 1943, 
when he was enrolled as a student in the 
V-12 training course at Ames, Iowa. In 
March, 1945, he entered midshipman 
school in New York, receiving his “M” 
rating in May. Two months later he was 
commissioned as ensign at Fort Schuyler, 
New York and was assigned for service in 
Pacific waters later in the year. Dick 
took up his employment as warehouse- 
man on May 7. He is the son of John 
Hobson, veteran construction department 
foreman. 

W. R. “BILL” HUDDLESTON en- 
listed in the Marine Corps in November, 
1942, and received basic training in the 
signal section at San Diego, California. 
Extended courses at Galeta and Santa 
Barbara, California were followed by his 
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Richard Hobson 


Bill Huddleston 


overseas assignment in August of the 
following year. He saw service on Roi 
Island, in the Marshall Group, and at 
several other points in the Central Pacific 
before being returned to the States in 
May, 1944. He has since been stationed 
at Cherry Point, North Carolina, and re- 
sumed his former position as_ cable 
splicers’ helper on May 6. 


CECIL SMALLEY was a lineman in 
the construction department before his 
army days, which began in March, 1944. 
He trained with the Army Engineers at 
Camp Abbott, Oregon, North Fort Lewis, 
Washington and Camp Beale, California, 
later being assigned to a Treadway Bridge 
Unit at Camp Swift, Texas, which em- 
barked for the European Theater in 
February, 1945. Cecil received his dis- 
charge at Fort Leavenworth on April 6, 
and returned to the construction depart- 
ment as lineman on May 2. 


DON D. SMITH enlisted in the 
Marine Corps and was called for training 
at San Diego in September, 1943, and 
three months later was on his way over- 
seas. As a member of a wire stringing 
unit he took part in several of the more 
famous battles for the island stepping- 
stones toward Japan, among which were 
Tarawa and Saipan. He was returned to 
the States in the fall of 1945 and assigned 
as a marine guard at Corpus Christi, 
Texas, until his recent discharge, reenter’ 
ing employment as groundman in the 
construction department on May 20. He 
is the son of Howard Smith of the Lin- 
coln service department. 


New Jersey Has 
Millionth Telephone 


With the recent installation of its mil- 
lionth telephone, New Jersey becomes the 
ninth state to reach that mark. The others 
are California, Illinois, Massachusetts, 


Michigan, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and Texas. 


Death Comes to Harry W. Wheeler 
and Oscar E. Wohlberg 


Harry W. Wheeler, left, and Oscar E. 
Wohlberg, right, as he appeared in a snap- 
shot with his son, Robert, shortly before 
his death. 


N THE month of May, death 

struck twice within four days to 
mark the passing of two well known 
and well loved members of our tele- 
phone family, Harry W. Wheeler, 
retired, and Oscar E. Wohlberg, of 
the Lincoln commercial department. 
Mr. Wheeler, who was seventy-five 
years of age at the time of his death 
on May 15, had spent forty-six years 
in telephone and telegraph plant 
work at the time of his retirement 
in 1935. He began working with 
the Western Union in 1889 as line- 
man and eight years later went to 
the Nebraska Telephone Company 
in the same position. In 1903 he 
removed to Holdrege where he 
served as inspector until his return 
to Hastings in 1910. When the 
Lincoln Company purchased the Bell 
properties in 1912, he joined our 
organization and was district plant 
chief until called to Lincoln in 1921 
as construction superintendent, the 
position he held at the time of his 
retirement. 

Most veteran employees recall 
that, during his active career, Mr. 
Wheeler possessed a most amazing 
ability to remember in detail each 
section of toll or trunk line in the 
territory. No matter how remote or 
unimportant, he could instantly de- 
scribe the circuits, the type and con- 
dition of the poles and approximate- 
ly their number per mile. Those 
who worked with him soon found 
that when the plant maps and rec- 
ords and Mr. Wheeler's memory 
were at variance, the records were 
usually wrong. 


His passing is most deeply 
mourned by his many close friends 
in the organization and closes an- 
other chapter in the book of practi- 
cal pioneer telephone men who car- 
ried the many burdens of the rugged 
days in the beginning of the inde- 
pendent telephone industry. He was 
active in several Masonic organiza- 
tions, a member of the Casper E. 
Yost Chapter, Telephone Pioneers 
of America and the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter, Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association. In the latter or- 
ganization he held a charter mem- 
bership and served, in successive re- 
elections, as executive committee- 
man since its founding in 1941. He 
is survived by two daughters, Misses 
Geneva and Nevada Wheeler, both 


of Lincoln. 


Oscar E. Wohlberg was fifty years 
of age at the time of his death on 
May 19 and had been employed for 
the past thirteen years as commercial 
representative in the Lincoln busi- 
ness office. A man of beaming good 
nature and robust appearance, his 
untimely and swift passing struck 
with a great shock the many who 
numbered themselves among his inti- 
mate friends. 


He was born and educated in 
Sweden, where in 1923 he married 
Nanie Helander. The couple came to 
the United States and in the same 
year arrived in Lincoln and estab- 
lished their home. Oscar had a 
deep and inherent love for the out 
of doors and for many years he has 
found life to his complete satisfac- 
tion on week ends and _ vacation 
periods at his cabin on Lake Park 
at South Bend. Here his prized pos- 
session was the “Lake Queen,” a 
twenty-one foot cabin boat and it 
was delight to surround himself with 
friends for a summer day’s cruise of 


the lake. 

An avid gardener, Mr. Wohlberg 
took great pride in the appearance 
and products of his plot, and also in- 
vented and patented several tools for 
gardening. 
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Besides Mrs. Wohlberg, he is sur- 
vived by a son, Robert E. who re- 
turned from the Navy to reemploy- 
ment as warehouseman at Lincoln 
in late February, and thus was able 
to be at his fathers’ side during his 
last illness. 


Bowlers’ Committee 
Reports Progress 


(ite overflow crowd of hopeful 
bowlers who thronged the Lin- 
coln alleys every Wednesday night 
during the latter part of the season 
just past, presented the major prob- 
lem and the first order of business 
for the new officers of the Lincoln 
Employees’ Bowling League when 
they assumed office upon their elec- 
tion at the annual dinner and busi- 
ness meeting. The special investi- 
gating committee of Howard 
Spahnle, Cecil Donley and Clem 
Bottorff was charged by President 
Ken Lawson to arrive at a decision 
as to whether the league should con- 
tinue with eight teams as heretofore 
or if it should be enlarged by an ad- 
ditional four or more teams with the 
resulting move to a larger bowling 
alley. 

The Committee first took a poll 
of all Lincoln employees and found 
that seventy-six men and sixteen 
ladies were willing to sign as mem- 
bers of a bowling team for next sea- 
son which indicates that a twelve 
team league could be operated with 
assured success for the men, while 
with the addition of a few more 
names from the ladies, a four team 
league could become a reality. 


The problem of seeking alleys for 
the accommodation of the larger 
league has not, as yet, been solved, 
the committee being naturally re- 
luctant to proceed along this line 
until there is definite assurance that 
the proposed new alleys will be built 
and equipped by the time the season 
would normally open. Although no 
one seems to agree on the exact 
wording of the motion, it is recalled 
that the committee were instructed 
by the membership not to relinquish 
their hold on the present place and 
time until they could guarantee an- 
other and better spot for the league. 
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Waters Chosen President 
Of Co-operative Club 
HE Lincoln Co-operative Club, 


at its annual meeting last month, 
announced the election of Asa B. 
Waters, our area commercial man- 
ager at Lincoln, as its president for 
the coming year. Mr. Waters has 
been active in the club’s work for 
many years, having served as a mem- 
ber of the board of directors for 
several seasons and as vice-president 
twice. Last year he was selected as 
chairman of the membership com- 
mittee which, under his leadership, 
were able to report one of the finest 
years of development in the club’s 
history. 


Mobilradio License 
Granted by FCC 


HE Company last month received 

approval from the Federal Com- 
munications Commission for the in- 
stallation, on an experimental basis. 
of equipment for mobile radiotele- 
phone service. Our application was 
the first to be filed by an independ- 
ent Telephone Company and _ has 
been pending since last January. 

This type of service is designed to 
make possible a two-way conversa- 
tion between a motor vehicle and 
any telephone subscriber by the 
combined use of radio and telephone 
‘ircuits. The equipment is expected 
to arrive in about 60 days and will 
be used initially for experimental 
transmission and reception with 


mobile units placed in Company 
vehicles. If experiments prove suc- 
cessful, it is planned to offer the 
service to the public. 


A more detailed account of this 
project appeared in our February 
issue. 


Work of Humboldt 


Operators Is Praised 
lite efficient and speedy coopera- 
tion of the Humboldt operators, 
and especially Helen Fergus and 
Rose Fankhauser, during an emer- 
gency resulting from a bank robbery 
brought forth a letter of praise from 
Otto Kotouc, Sr., president of the 
Home State Bank at Humboldt. 


The robber entered the bank at a 
time when most of the customers 
had left and obtained $827.00 at the 
point of agun. Mr. Kotouc immedi- 
ately turned to the telephone and 
notified authorities and within a few 
minutes the police were on the scene 
and within 70 minutes the F.B.I. 
arrived from Omaha. The bandit 
escaped undetected in an automobile 
but a wide search is in progress. 

Mr. Kotouc expressed his appre- 
ciation in a letter as follows: “The 
officers and employees of the bank 
join in thanking your office force 
and especially telephone operators 
Helen Fergus and Rose Fankhauser 
for their excellent cooperation in 
notifying the enforcement officials 
when we were held up last wee'. 
Had anyone seen the bandit leave 
the bank and get into his auto that 
we could have had a description of 
his car, we are sure that the quick 
work of your operators would have 
resulted in his speedy apprehen- 
sion.” 


Harvey W. Doyle 


Reported Killed in Action 
N RS. LAURA MYERS, chief op- 
erator-cashier at Cordova, has 
received word that her son, T/Sgt. 
Harvey W. Doyle, is now listed 
among those who gave the supreme 
sacrifice in the war against Japan. 
T/Set. Doyle teok off for his last 
mission on May 25, 1945 and was 
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Another Veteran Retires 
NOTHER telephone veteran has 


reached the closing of his active 
career with the Company. He is 
George T. Jones of Hebron, who 
since 1934 has 
served as area 
manager at that 
exchange. Mr. 
Jones retired on 
April 15 on a 
well earned pen- 
sion after a long 
and varied career 
of conscientious 


and faithful en- 


deavor. 
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Gecrge T. Jones 


His first association with the tele- 
phone industry took place at Woods- 
ton, Kansas in 1908 with the Woods- 
ton Mutual Telephone Company. He 
later worked for the United Tele- 
phone Company at Abilene, Kansas, 
moving to Nebraska in September, 
1920 where he became located at 
Hebron as manager for our Com- 
pany. He has lived continuously in 
that community since that time and 
has earned an enviable reputation as 
one of its most well known and high- 
ly respected citizens. 

He has always taken a keen inter- 
est and great pride in the appearance 
of the exchange building and has de- 
voted much of his own time and 
effort to the care of the lawn and 
grounds. The appearance of our 
office at Hebron, as a result, is sec- 
ond to none and has been the source 
of many expressions of commenda- 
tion. 

George is continuing his residence 
at Hebron and is keeping himself 
well occupied with the cultivation of 
a large garden. We join his many 
iriends in wishing him well in the 


years to come. 


shot down in a B-29 raid over 
Tokyo. He has been officially re- 
ported as “Missing in Action” since 
that time. 

Harvey was the recipient of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air 
Medal and four battle stars for ac- 
tion in the China-Burma Theater. 
The “News” joins with the many 
friends of Mrs. Myers in extending 
deep and sincere sympathy. 


Emily Hanus Anna Larson 
Ass‘t Chief Opr. Chief Operator 
Wahoo Harvard 


Accounting 


McArtor, Couer d’ Alene, Jr. Secretary, 
General Managers Office to Senior 
Secretary, Accounting. 


Plant 


Cone, Thad C., returned from military 
service to construction foreman. 


Groendyke, Cornelius, returned from mili- 
tary service to Janitor, service. 


Hobson, Richard, returned from military 
service to warehouseman, supply. 

Huddleston, Wilfred R., returned from 
military service to cable splicer’s helper, 
construction. 


Smalley, Cecil H., returned from military 
service to lineman, service, Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Beasterfeld, LaVerne, evening chief opera- 
tor, Cook, to A&L operator, Tecumseh. 


Bennett, Dean L., A operator to A&L 
operator, Auburn. 

Costello, Clara, A&L operator to instruc’ 
tor, Tecumseh. 


Duryea, Frances, appointed chief opera- 
tor-cashier, Dawson. 

Estes, Mary, N operator to evening chief 
operator, Cook. 

Forst, Blanche, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Lincoln. 

Hamburger, Marie, A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Harvard. 

Hanus, Emily, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Wahoo. 

Hergott, Pauline, A operator to A@L on- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Hoffman, Frieda, A&L supervisor to as- 
sistant chief operator, Hastings. 

Jones, Phyllis E., A operator to A@L op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

King, Bethel, NA&L operator to A®@L 
operator, Polk. 

Larson, Anna, assistant chief operator to 
chief operator, Harvard. 

Lesher, Marie, A operator to A@L opera- 
tor, Fairbury. 


May L. May Couer d’Alene 


Ass’t Chief Opr. McArtor 
Ashland Sr. Secretary, 
Lincoln 


Clara C. Uthe 
Chief Opr.-Cashier 
Lincoln Cordova 


Dorothy Nelson 
Ass‘t Chief Opr, 


Logsdon, Phyllis, A€&L operator to desk 
operator, Lincoln. 

May, May L., NA&L operator to assist- 
ant chief operator, Ashland. 

McKellips, Blanche, appointed chief op- 
erator-cashier, Surprise. 

Myers, Laura, chief operator-cashier Sur- 
prise to chief operator-cashier, Cor- 
dova. 

Nelson, Dorothy, evening chief operator 
to assistant chief operator, Lincoln. 
Nichols, Hazel, L supervisor to evening 

chief operator, Lincoln. 

Placek, Josephine, A operator to A&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Rhoades, Arideen L., A€?L operator to 
A&L supervisor, York. 

Richards, Melba, assistant chief operator, 
to chief operator, Lincoln. 

Stoll, Martha, A&L operator to chief op- 
erator-cashier, Valparaiso. 

Uthe, Clara C., appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Cordova. 

Vance, Corrine, A operator to A@L op- 
erator, Ashland. 

VanMatre, Clara, A operator to NA&L 
operator, Ashland. 

Wademan, Margaret, A operator to A@L 
operator, Nebraska City. 
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New Chief Operators 
HE appointments of new chief 
operators at Lincoln and Beatrice 
were announced last month. Miss 


Melba Richards becomes the Lin- 


Melba Richards 


Irene Combs 


coln chief succeeding Mrs. Louise 
Roth who recently resigned. She 
formerly held the position of chief 
operator at Hastings, transferring to 
Lincoln as assistant chief operator 


last April. 


Also receiving promotions at Lin- 
coln were Dorothy Nelson who suc- 
ceeds Miss Richards as assistant op- 
erator and Hazel Nichols who be- 
comes evening chief operator. 


Mrs. Irene Combs has moved 
from Hastings to Beatrice in connec- 
tion with her advancement to chief 
operator at the latter exchange. She 
formerly was assistant chief operator 
at Hastings and succeeds Maude P. 
Willey who will continue at Beatrice 
with the Traffic Department. Frieda 
Hoffman moves up to the position 
vacated by Mrs. Combs and becomes 
Hastings’ new assistant chief opera- 


tor. 


Blessed Events 
Mr. and Mrs. 


John _ Douglas 
Behrns of David 
City are the 
proud parents of 
a7 lb. 7 oz. baby 
girl, Judith Ann, 
6 born May 10. 
A ii £ ¥ & Al . 
Wiese ef Shits Mr. Behrns is a 
ie IO) A}s 4 b 
SEB UGNED UGO member of the 
David City Plant Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stall an- 
nounce the birth of a son, Rodney 
Gayle, May 23. Bob is a member 
of the Lincoln Service Department. 


Napri Hess DV Bead 


Edith  Rivett, 
former operator at 
Nebraska City, and 
James Potter were 
united in marriage 
May 8 at the As- 
sembly of God 
Church in Nebras- 
ka City. The 
couple will reside 
in El Centro, Cali- 


fornia. 
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William R. Behrns, David City Plant 
Department ,and Elizabeth Ann Kosch, 
of Shelby, were united in marriage April 
30 in Sacred Heart Church in David City 
Rev. John Kean performed the double 
ring ceremony. Mr. Behrns recently re- 
turned from military leave while serving 
three years in the Marine Corps. 

Esther Michel of the Lincoln Account- 
ing Department became the bride of 
Phillip Kehling of Lincoln, May 5 at 
Emmanuel Reformed Church in Lincoln. 
After a honeymoon spent in Denver, Mrs. 
Kehling returned to work. 

Mary Ann Hedstrom of the Lincoln 
Commercial Department became the bride 
of Elmer Maser of Lincoln at an eve- 
ning ceremony which took place May 11 
at the First Lutheran Church in Lincoln. 
After a short wedding trip to Denver, the 
couple returned to Lincoln where they 
will reside and Mrs. Maser will continue 
her work. 

Bernice Finnigsmier, commercial clerk 
at Hastings, was married to Carroll 
Wyman of Hastings, recently discharged 
from the Army, on May 17 at Prosser, 
Nebraska. After a wedding trip to Lin- 
coln, the couple is residing in Hastings 
where Mrs. Wyman will continue her 
work in the commercial office. 


Eloise Nuss, former operator at Sut- 
ton, was married May 18, in the First 
Methodist Church in Lockport, New 
York, to Robert Covell. The couple will 
reside in Lockport. 

June Hagel, operator at Hastings, and 
Raymond D. Hooper, USN, of Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, were united in mar- 
riage May 12 in the Church of the Nazar- 
ene at Hastings. The Rev. A. F. Hayes 
read the marriage lines. Mrs. Hooper 
will continue her work. 

The marriage of Marian Niemann, for- 
mer assistant chief operator at Lincoln, 
and Ray W. Pohlman took place in a 
double ring ceremony, performed by the 
Rev. Florstedt in St. John’s Lutheran 
Church at Celina, Ohio, May 16. The 
couple will reside in Kokomo, Indiana. 

Martha M. Ehlers of the Fairbury Traf- 
fic Department and Oscar C. Ahrens were 
united in marriage May 15 at the Hoiy 
Cross Lutheran Church at Wichita, 


Kansas. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


G. B. Keith 
Beatrice Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 


C. B, Meshier 


Forty-One Years 

C. W. Boyles, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
W. E. Macdonald, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Six Years 


Ida Ronne, McCool; H. G. Schilling, 


Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
C. B. Meshier, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Frances Virgil, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
S. J. Dennis, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Emma Bradley, Douglas. 
Thirty Years 
G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 


Erma Brown, Sutton; E. H. Wellman, 
Hebron. 


Twenty-Eight Years 


Eva Kapke, Seward; Blanche McCon- 
key, Guide Rock. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


Regina Bethscheider, Hebron; Caroline 
Lamps, Hastings. 


Twenty-Six Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York; Frank 


Kuchera, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
F. A. Blockwitz, Georgia Finnigan, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 


Mathilda Alpers, Clatonia;s Nona 
Brusnahan, Friend; R. A. Carlson, Lin- 


coln. 


Twenty-Iwo Years 


Bridget Divis, Steinauer. 
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Georgia Finnigan 
Lincoln Lincoln 


F_ A. Blockwitz 


25 Years 25 Years 


Twenty-One Years 
A. E. Dulin, M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, 
Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
I. J. Devoe, Erma Dillworth, V. M. 
Simpson, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 


Clement H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Dewey 
Olsen, Wahoo. 


Seventeen Years 


E. A. Ernst, Syracuse; I. C. Haith, 
Seward; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric Wanek, 
Lincoln. 

Fifteen Years 

Melba Richards, Lincoln: Camilla 
Selzer, Bellwood. 

Twelve Years 


Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 
E. E. Johnson, Lincoln; E. O. Wait, 
Tecumseh. 


Ten Years 
Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings. 


Seven Years 


Margaret Ramold, Nebraska City. 


Five Years 
Ruth Blevins, Marion Walker, Beatrice: 
Dorothy. Bratrsovsky, Wahoo; Clara 
Costello, Tecumseh; Mary Estes, Cook; 
D. C. Mutchie, W. D. Quinn, Mary Red- 
ding, Lincoln; H. E. Stacy, Méilitary 
Service. 


JOURNEY’S END 


MR. PHILLIP R. EVANS, father 
of Margaret Evans Ramold, 
Cashier at Nebraska City, passed 
away May 14 at the age of 69. 
Funeral services were held at the 
Fassbender Funeral Home in Ne- 
braska City with interment at 
Auburn, May 16. 
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Eastern District 
enevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
DAVID CITY 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Here we are again! Evervone has been 
wading through rainv weather going to 
and from work around these parts Who- 
ever said Mav was a month of sunshine? 
Better days are coming (we howe)... . 
Miss Seymour was out to visit us Jast 
month, of course a pleasure trio! (She 
just loves us gir's.) Oh well, it’s all in 
a day’s work. isn’t it Miss Seymour?.. 
The girls had a farewell party for Ruby 
Muller on May 7. We had a big weiner 
roast at the park. Ruby is Jeavings for 
Missouri soon to find work, but don’t tell 
us that the State of Missouri is the at- 
traction. It could be something else??? No 
doubt but what she will be taking fhe 
fatal step in the near future Miss Muller 
was our instructor so we will probably be 
having a new one soon. . Lately we 
have been spending most of our relie*s 
listening to Guy Lombardo and Sammyv 
Kave. The reason is the newly acquired 
radio which we are very proud to have, 
thanks to Mr. Cempbell. We will all be 
hep-cats soon. Now all we need is to 
have an elevator installed. Poor Doug 
Behrns tried his best to paint’ the 
cteps green but who can accomplish such 
a job with operators running up and 
cown the stairs ten times a day? Those 
foot prints in the wet paint are really ar- 
tistic. We are still wondering who the 
CLUB FOOT he raved so much about 
belongs to. We have all come to the 
conclusion that taking everv other step 
would be good reducing exercise. ... 
Happy day! Our vacations are starting. 
Jean Vybira starts hers Mav 20. She 
plans to spend most of it at home and in 
Omaha. Have a good time, Jean. Miss 
Weyand spent a week working at Bell- 
wood to relieve an operator because of 
sickness. It was n‘ce being in her home 
town for awhie but I guess she is glad to 
be back with — us. She misses our 
“cheery” faces no doubt. Since the 
new cafe opened ‘“‘iust around the corner” 
the girls go out and come back with that 
contented look which coffee gives one 
around 10 A. M. and 3 P.M... . Wedding 
bells pealed forth April 30 for William 
Behrns .of the Plant Denartment and 
Elizabeth Ann Kosch of Shelby, Nebraska. 
Bill has acquired that ‘‘masterful air” al- 
ready since taking himself a wife. ; 
Another event both in the Behrns familv 
and the Plant Department occurred last 
Friday morning when Doug announced he 
was the father of a 7 lb. 7 oz. girl. Con- 
gratulations, Doug! . .. Betty Docekal, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Docekal of 
Brainard, was awarded the State Regents 
Scholarship at the University of Nebraska 
Betty also was valedictorian of her class 
at the Brainard High School, ... Mrs. 
Laura Myers, Chief Operator at Surprise 
for the past three years, has been trans- 


ferred to Cordova where she will assume 
the same position. Mrs. Blanche McKellips 
will take Mrs. Myers’ place at the Sur- 
prise exchange. The fishing hugs is 
beginning to hite from the conversations 
heard around the Plant Department. Andv 
Holt has been going fishing for the past 
four weeks but it is either too rainy or he 
can’t get to York after bait. These home- 
grown worms are just as good as the ones 
at York or do vou have to get up too early 
to get these, Andy. You know what they 
say about the early bird! 
LOUISVILLE 


Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Miriam Carter spent her two week’s 
vacation, Mav 1 to 14, with her parents 
at Greenwood. 


NEBRASKA CITY 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


This month we had a little bit of excite- 
ment. Edith Rivett left us to get married. 
She invited us all to the wedding. Those 
who were able to go were Velma AbkKer, 


Virginia Richards. “Jeanie”’ Bray. 
“Snooks” Smi'th, Maxine Meyers and 
Betty Balfour. Congratulations, Mrs. 
Potter: . . . Miriam Hasce was pretty 


happy too. Her little Sailor Boy sailed 
home for a short leave, ... Mary Huber 
visited friends one day at Omaha... . 
Speaking of traveling, Mrs. Placek did 
some in trving to find some screen, She 
tells me she went to Lincoln one day, 
the next dav to Omaha and found the 
screen in Julian | . Mrs. Dorothy Con- 
nors had news this time too. Her hus- 
band got home from the Navy for a short 


visit, but he has to go back ... We had 
some visitors again this time, Chester 
McKinzie and Jimmy Connors. . . . Mar- 


garet Wademan and Mrs. Placek have 
completed their training of local and long 
distence and are now on their own. Good 
luck, girls! . . We have some new plug 
pushers also. Helen Niceson, Toyce 
Fritch, Jeanetta Wilcox and Alma Marie 
Cain.) Welcome. girls! There have 
been several of the girls on the sick list. 
Betty Johnson, Lillian Baker. Norma Gore 

. The stage show was good. wasn't it 
girls? Maxine Meyers and Betty Balfour 
went to Omaha on an early morning bus, 
took a picnie lunch and went out to Flm- 
wood Park. They thought they were 
alone until the red-headed woodpeckers 
and the sparrows began to help themselves 
They had a good time anyway. In «he 
evening they attended the Frankie Carle 
Stage Show. Others who sew Franke Carle 
were Miriam Haase, Etta Staack and Vada 
Harris. . _. Margaret (Evans) Ramold h2d 
sad news of her father’s death. We wish 
to express our sympathy. ... Mrs. Juanita 
Adams left us and went to Kansas City to 
live. A letter from her informs us that 
she is working at Kansas City in the tele- 
phone company. Sorry to see so many 
girits leave us... Jeanetta Wilcox, Joyce 
Fritch and Lois Barta are graduates from 
High School this May: Congratulations, 
girls. 
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PLATTSMOUTH 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Eileen Case and Phyllis Brown are new 
student operators. . Mrs. Fred Wynn 
has taken leave of absence due to illness, 
... Mr. and Mrs Art Johanns went to 
Kensington, Kansas to attend the wedding 
of Mr. Johanns’ daughter, Audrey Lee. 
From Kansas they drove to Denver to 
spend a few days with Mrs. Johanns’ 
sister. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Walter Tritsch 
had dinner Sunday with Dr. and Mrs. W, 
C. Kenner at Nebraska City ... Mrs. 
Georgia Tartsch spent the day visiting in 
Omaha with Miss Delia Tartsch. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Abrams spent a week of his 
vacation at Dorchester with his mother 
who is ill. She was taken to St. Elizabeth 
Hospital at Lincoln, May 12. ... Pvt. 
Wm. Eckles, Jr. is at home on a 15-day 
furlough visiting with his parents, Mr. 
end Mrs. W. L. Eckles. He will report 
to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, and will be 
cent to Puerto Rico for overseas duty. 


SYRACUSE 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Mrs. Lockhart spent May 11 and 12 visit- 
ing relatives in Omaha... . Gloria Bock 
spent Saturday, May 11, in Lincoln. , ; 
Kathryn France and Marjorie Dunbar 
were among the graduating class of Syra- 
cuse High School. Miss France was 
crowned queen of her class at the Jr. &r. 
ranquet. ... Alice France has been em- 
roved by the Traffic Department. . , 
Kathryn France has resigned. She plans 
fo do secretarial work this summer and 
attend Doane College this fall. 


WEEPING WATER 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Addalene Lorensen, Chief Operator, 
spent the day, May 18, in Lincoln shop- 
ping ... Mrs. Lucille Lane former opera- 
tor is helping out during operators’ vaca- 
tion time. ... Mrs. Iva Clary spent the 
week-end of May 18 visiting with her 
caughter at Otoe. 


Lincoln Departments 


ACCOUNTING AND ENGINEERING 
DEPARTMENTS 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


It seems as though the girls in the north 
office have a few faithful admirers. Ac- 
cording to what we have heard there are 
a group of young fellows who work in a 
building across the street, who admire 
their charms so, they sit in the windows 
and watch the girls, using the aid cf bin- 
oculars. No optical illusions tor them. 
... “The Court Will Now Come To Order” 
was the phrase recently heard by G W. 
Jahn, when he appeared in court follow- 


When the judge asked if ne was guilty 
or not guilty, he replied, “‘No, as there 
were ten or fifteen cars ahead of me that 
were not getting anyplace’, Of course 
everyone knows how this stery  con- 


t 
- 


cluded. ... Terry Largent wishes to ex- 
press her humble thanks for a greeting 
card she recently received from some 
unknown friend, while away from the 
office due to an illness. We understand 
it was quite appropriate. Has any one 
seen the card? ... Terry we might add 
has turned juvenile or should we say she 
has been trying to recapture her youth. It 
seems she spends her Sunday afternoons 
sucking a lolly-pop and “Yours Truly” hes 
evidence. ... ‘Your Ed.” has a way of 
dropping around at the most opportune 
moments. (Unopportune for some people) 
One day last month she paid the Address- 
ograph Dept, a visit and got in ona piece 
of Carl Ahls birthday cake. ‘‘The Clan” 
arranged the whole thing with several 
very clever gifts and Ginny Miller did all 
right with the poetry, which was quite 
witty. The cake was de--lish but it had 
just one candle on it, which we after much 
calculating etc., have decided stands for 
the first fifty years. We sincerely hope we 
haven’t miscalculated. . . . We had three 
vacationers this month, Ann Keegan, Mr, 
Bush. and Frances Koontz. Ann spent her 
vacation in her home town of Tecumseh, 
Nebr. It seems she had quite an exper- 
ience one day, while trying to dump some 
garbage off a bridge into a river, she gave 
too heftv a shove and almost went in with 
it her brother caught her by the heels and 
pulled her back to safety. Quite a slim---y 
experience. ... Mr. Bush took a few days 
vacation and went to St. Paul, Minnesota. 
He is such a modest gent, he wouldn’t tell 
us much about it. Frances Koontz took a 
repeated trip to Washington and New 
York. She reported having a very nice 
time. Also saw a Washington-Philadel- 
phia baseball game while there. ... Mar- 
ian Engler left the services of the com- 
pany last month, also Dolores Morgan. 
New employees are Donetta Morrissey and 
Lily Robotham. Welcome girls. . , At this 
wrrting we are informed that Virginia 
Weimers will be leaving the services of 
the company. We are going to miss you 
“Ginny” but here’s wishing you lots of 
luck and happiness in future years, To 
take her place we have Coeur d’Alene 
McArtor who formerly was Jr. Secretary 
in Mr. Agee’s office. Welcome to the 
Accounting Department, Coeur d’Alene, 
and we hope you will enjoy your work, 
._. . We wish, to extend our sympathy to 
Mr Franklin, whose wife recently had two 
major operations. She was last reported 
as doing fine and we wisn her a quick 
recovery. . Our congratulations _to 
Esther Michel Kehling, who was married 
on May 5. 7:00 P. M. at Emmanrel Re- 
formed Church. The reception was held 
at the Capital Hotel following the cere- 
mony. The couple spent their honeymoon 
in Denver Esther is now back on her job 
in the billing room. .., We wish to wel- 
come back Harold Brady, who served as 
an M. P in the Army for Approximately 
three years. Harold is back at his old 
job in the Addressograph. . . _ Although 
none of the ‘‘boys” will give with the hap- 
penings of a recent stag party they had 
at the University Club, it is taken for 
granted they had a “jolly ole time”... . 
Three of the girls in the north office. 
namely Marcia Becker, [va Mae Ost, and 
Virginia Stettinger, decided one day to try 
their hand at riding a horse. When asked 
if they enjoyed it Virginia answered, ‘yes 
but it would help if I could ride.’ Now 
we’re wondering what she did, if she 
didn’t ride it. Or need we wonder??? .. 

Mr. Cane and Elsie Powell were the sub- 
ject for much conversation and many 
laughs, when Elsie loaned her car to Mr. 
Cane to drive home one evening. Mr. 
Cane couldn't find her car where she us- 
ally parks it and he was searching four 
blocks around when finally the ‘Master 
Brains”. Messers Jahn, Backstrom, Siev- 
ers and Mr Keckler of the Plant Dept, 
came to his rescue. They all searched 


and strained their eyes all to nv avail. 
Finally-they gave up and Mr, Cane came 
back and asked Elsie only to find that 
she couldn’t remember either. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


We extend a heartv welcome to three 
more servicemen who returned last month 
to resume their interrupted telephone 
careers. They are Don Smith, Cecil Smal- 
ley and Thad Cone. ... Raymond Slote 
and Ted Rogers are new employees this 
month and Dean Turner and Gilbert Link- 
ugel resigned from Babe Combs gang... 
This month finds ‘‘Babe’’ Combs doing a 
cable extension job at Hansen. “Shag” 
Eichenour and “Swede” Foster getting Mc- 
Cool ready for conversion, George Han- 
sen is on town and rural repairs at 
Plattsmouth, Harry Moss is working the 
Tecumseh-Auburn toll line, ‘“Brick’”’ Smith 
is making changes at N. O. P. at Mead 
and Boling and Hobson find plenty to 
keep them busy in and around Lincoln. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


Another veteran has returned to work in 
the Warehouse following his discharge 
from the Navy, namely Richard Hobson. 
Welcome back, Richard!. .. Several vaca- 
tions the past month were: F. J. Barnett 
who spent his vacation doing a little bit 
of repairing of his home. ... Bob Donald- 
son says he iust took life easy and had two 
weeks of leisure. _.. Leona Pavel is tak- 
ing hers at this writing so we don’t know 
exactly how it is being spent but im- 
magine she is helping her father with 
the farm work. _. Wes Haas reports 
that he had a very nice trip to California. 
He says of all the nice big, and heavy 
load of orange trees he saw he only ate 
3 oranges all the time he was there. He 
went down into New Mexico but didn't 
particularly like that part of the country. 
Axel Berglund spent one week of his va- 
cation doing some moving for his father. 
Axel has rather an interesting story that 
we would like to relate to you. He found 
a ladies purse, which contained a large 
sum of money and a number of personal 
belongings. In finding the owner he dis- 
covered it belonged to a lady who was on 
her way to Australia to be with her hus- 
band. Axel was well awarded for his 
honesty . .. Mrs. Tatman is very proud 
of her new 1946 Chevrolet Sedan. It 
really is a pretty car too... , Yours truly 
underwent a tonsillectomy operation 
May 24, 1946... . The Motor Vehicle De- 
partment reports the first 1946 215 ton 
International truck was received by the 
Company. This truck is going to be put 
in service in the Construction Department. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Jean Beck. Assoctate Editor. 

To start with this month, we would like 
to clear ourselves of a statement which 
we made in the last issue regarding Mrs. 
Overcash’s Easter bonnet. We are sure it 
must have been a cunning little number 
even though we haven't 
seen it for we were only 
quoting what her husband 
had said. (Let us see you 
get yourself out of this one 
B. Overcash!) |. . . Vaca- 
tioners this month were 
Marie Stockton, who with 
her husband spent some 
time in Oklahoma; Margie 


Tyler Ryan poses with 
Ellen Murphy, cashier, in 
his new office as area man- 
ager at Tecumseh. 
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Lundwall spent her time at North Platte 
with her sister, and H. Spahnle spent a 
few days at a family reunion at Sioux 
Falls, S, D. If you have noticed our 
man Waters spreading good cheer among 
his fellow employees, one of the reasons 
might be he was recently elected presi- 
dent of the Co-overative Club whose motto 
is ‘Make Life Worth While’’.... A recent 
visitor was Dean Hamilton, He is a dis- 
charged veteran going back to University. 

. _ A few members of our office force 
remained on the job while many attended 
the funeral of Oscar Wohlberg. .. . We 
are wondering and so is blushing Margie 
Whiting what kind of doors or bars might 
exclude our ‘,Superman” Schlentz. It seems 
that signs that read KEEP OUT or WOM- 
EN ONLY are not enough ._ . New comers 
to our force include Mrs. Pauline Norman 
and Dorothy Deeds. Welcome, girls. 
Our bride of the month is Mavis Schie- 
binger whose marriage to Milan Everett 
takes place June 8. The girls in the office 
were entertained by Gen McMeen and 
Marie Stockton (including Melvin) at a 
breakfast at Antelope Park in honor of 
the bride to be. . . . Several of our fellow 
workers enjoyed birthdays this month, 
namely, Bill Quinn, who received many 
useful gifts (useful to his little daughter) 
and B. Overcash who received a cake 
with one candle. Because it was HIS day 
Overcash walked out of the office, closed 
the door ‘Gently’ behind him and one of 
the windows fell out with a BANG... . 
Our “Sleepy Time Gal” Adsit made her 
appearance at the office the other day 
wearing two different earrings, and it 
wasn’t until mid afternoon that she dis- 
covered this unique style 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


R. E. Brendle vacationed May 6 to 12, 
incl. Roy states he didn’t do anything in 
particular except what his wife instructed 
him to do, which he claims was plenty. 
...R, E, Burkett, who has been sick since 
October, 1945, has left Lincoln for 
several weeks. His intentions were to 
drive to the Ozarks in his car to find a 
quiet place to stay for a complete rest. 
...R. M, Green returned to work May 20, 
after recovering from an Appendicitis op- 
eration which was performed at the 
Bryan Memorial Hospital on May 2. Glad 
to see you back, Bob, even if you are 
missing something. ... A. E. Lamberson 
vacationed May 1 to 15. He spent the en- 
tire two weks in Nebraska City visiting 
his daughters-in-law . D. C. Travis 
vacationed May 13 to 18. He states his va- 
cation was spent doing nothing. ... 
Claude Walker really got around on his 
vacation, traveling to Falls City, Hiawatha, 
Kansas, and Hastings. Everything worked 
against him, though, because when he 
wanted to fish, it rained every day; then 
when he came home and planted his gar- 
den. there wasn’t a sign of rain. ... We 
have a brand new “Pappy” in the Switch- 
room. None other than Bob Stall. The 
young man made his appearance May 23, 


Charles Hansen, advanced clerk of the 
Supply Department, attending to one of 
the numerous operations of keeping the 
supplies for the Company rolling through 
smcothly. 


and answers to the name of Rodnev 
Gavle. . .. Not to be forgotten is the 
fact that Ed Dulin will have to slow down 
a bit, now that he is “Grandpa.” ... 
Howard Smith is in Omaha attending a 
Bell System school on F. M. stations. 

_ . Earl Lawson has been off work be- 
cause of sickness. Hurrv Back, Earl... 
Francis Darnold has been gallivanting 
around in the Eastern District. First to 
Mead, then Weeping Water, Nebraska 
City, and then some place else. Just can’t 
keep track of him. _. . . George Eggleston 
was recently transferred from Auburn to 
the switchroom to learn all about double 
dogs, chasing ‘“‘bugs’’ and shooting trouble. 
We hope you like us George. Oh yes. he 
just makes the 5th George in the Switch- 
room... . We all wish to extend our deep- 
est sympathy to Hattie and Hugo Staley, 
whose nephew, Arthur Staley was killed 
in an automobile accident May 26. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


We are constantly being reminded these 
days of the closing school year, bv the 
many groups of students who visit us. 
Sneak-day parties bring memories of 
those carefree days when we didn’t seem 
to watch every clock along the way with 
such anxiety, and then nearly suffer heart 
failure at the sight of the elevator being 
too loaded to take us on that trip. Speak- 
ing of the elevator, too, reminds us of 
being curtly advised by Hattie she ‘could- 
n’t very well move the floor’ when yours 
truly innocently made a slight (?) mis- 
step when leaving it. . Margaret Mi- 
closki recently returned to work after a 
month’s illmess . . Betty Kroeger spent 
a week-end at her home in Grand Island. 

. Delores Glover and Della Wiicox are 
the new instructors of a class begun May 
20th under the supervision of Miss Wilma 
Grupe The new students are, Gloria 
Harrison, Wilma Hatterson, Mrs. Child 
and Mrs. Harris. Another new class which 
started April 29th is being taught by Dor- 
othy Grafton with Mary Lou Armknecht, 
Darleen Hanneman, Dorothy M. Long, 
Helen Boldt, and Dorothy Byrant as be- 
ginners. . .. Evelyn Vinkenberg visited 
over Sunday at her home near Hebron. 

. Anetta Griess is sojourning with her 
sister in California ... Another absentee 
to report a pleasant time is Doris Sutton 
who, with her mother is spending some 
time in Oklahoma City. .. . Maxine Bel- 
lew and Lillian Baker returned recently 


from their vacations. ,. . Ruth McCracken 
spent Sunday with her parents at Beaver 
Crossing. | . . Mrs, Roth, our former 


Chief Operator was given a_ beautiful 
gift by the office force as a token of 
appreciation. ., . Our Chief Operator, 
Miss Melba Richards enjoyed a 
week-end with friends in Hastings 


Elaine Scovell is learning the duties of 
part time supervisor. ... Betty Hinman 
entertained twenty girls at a miscellan- 
eous shower for Mrs. Ray Winfield, form- 
ery Evelyn Waite. A very happy evening 
was spent and the ride home was greatly 
enjoyed by all, even tho’ Phyllis Rising 
was disillusioned as to the seating faci- 
ities. ... The operating room this month 
has been about the busiest place one 
could imagine. : 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 
Beatrice 


Mary Hankins and Leland Hodge, 
Correspondents 


Ralph Baker’s face appears again with 
the gang after a long illness, it’s nice to 
have you back, Ralph... Again this month 
you will find a new face in the Commer- 
cial Office this time we welcome Miss 
Marvel Ball. Fond farewells were said to 
Wilma Hinkle on May 31st when she left 
us to join her husband in Lincoln, who 
was recently discharged from the Navy. 
. .. With the beginning of summer, Beat- 
rice has seen six new girls take their 
places as operators. These girls, three of 
whom graduated in the class of ’46, are: 
Clarice Clancey, Donna Weaver, Bonnie 
Funkhauser, Wilma Bishop, Ruth Kiesow, 
and Dolores Keckley. We are proud to 
welcome them to our ranks. ...A re- 
turned overator is Phyllis Jurgens who left 
in September to be married. There are a 
lot of new faces here, and we hope she 
meets them all soon... The only other 
addition to the forces this month is one to 
be worn on the traditional third finger, left 
hand. This time it is Evelyn Butricks who 
svorts the sparkler. Congratulations . . 
Vacationing this month was Anna Menn- 
inga who spent two weeks on the farm, 
Darlene Simpson surprised us all when 
she went to the hospital and had an ap- 
pendectomyv. She is back at work again 
and is feeling fine. 


Burchard 


Hattie Wilcox visited at Deshler and 
at Hardy during the past month. , 
Mr. and Mrs. W. E. MacDonald of Beat- 
rice were visitors at the Burchard office 
April 30. 

Cook 


Mr. and Mrs. Marion Packwood and 
son, Richard, were Easter dinner guests 
of Ida Townsend. Ida Townsend spent 
tthe week-end of April 28th and 29th with 
Lillian Harper in Lincoln. .. . Laverne 
Beasterfield went to Tecumseh April 5th 
and on the 6th, she went to work in the 
telephone office there She had been em- 
ployed for several years in the Cook of- 
fice and we will miss her cheerful voice 
at the Switchboard but know that she will 
enjoy her work in Tecumseh. Darlene 
Pieper is our new student operator since 
Laverne was transferred and Mrs. Robert 
Lageman is our new night operator, .. 
Ida Townsend spent April 4 in Nebraska 
City. Mr, and Mrs. Martin Heuer and 
children of Peru spent Mother's Day 
with her mother, Ida Townsend. 


Crab Orchard 


Bonnie Neugebauer of Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, enjoyed a five day Easter vacation 
with her mother and family. . . . Helen 
Jones received a long distance telephone 
call from her son, John, of Boonville, 
Missouri, wishing her a happy Easter. 
A Marjorie Weinss attended the Dis- 
trict Music Contest held in Auburn April 
26 and received an excellent rating on her 
violin solo. . . Gladys Neugebauer and 
Helen Jones were Beatrice and Tecumseh 
visitors during the month. . . |. Helen 
Jones’ son, John, came April 10 and spent 
Mothers’ Day with her, 
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Dawson 


Esther West has resigned her position as 
chief operator-cashier as of May 15. Her 
next job will be that of being a house- 
wife. Good luck to you Esther... . Frances 
Duryea is the new chief operator-cashier. 
We're glad to have you with us, Frances. 


Dorchester 


The operators are proud of their newly 
installed electric ‘“‘cal.”’ 


Fairbury 


Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


“California Here We Come” has been 
a familiar tune in Traffic. Helen Holloway 
and Jeanne Lytton have taken off for the 
“sunshine” state. Jeanne is visiting at 
Los Angeles, and Helen will be in and 
around San Francisco. ... Another lucky 
vacationer has been Olga Friesen of the 
Traffic Department who traveled to Okla- 
homa City with her parents. ... We have 
our welcome mat out for Dora Jane 
Lewis, a new student in Traffic. ... Ann 
Seymour, traveling instructor from Lin- 
coln, has been a recent visitor, ... T. E. 
Longdon is evidently getting his share of 
a fisherman’s luck. He has been spending 
his week-ends at one of the old “‘fishin’ 
holes’”’ in the vicinity. Seems funny we 
haven’t heard any fish tales... . Out of 
town visitors have been: Marjorie Heidelk 
to Omaha; Martha Ehlers to Beatrice and 
Lincoln; and Lela Watson to Waco, “Just 
Shopping’”’ seems to have been the object 
of these short excursions. 


Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 


Our chief operator, Alice Peters, had 
one week vacation from April 29 to May 
4. Accompanied by her mother, they vis- 
ited friends in Norwood, Missouri, and 
vicinity. . . . Roberta Redman spent an 
enjoyable week-end May 18 in Seward 
with friends. Commencement week 
was an excitable one for our “Marie,” 
one of the graduates. (But no tears were 
shed.) 


Humboldt 
Willistine Clark, Correspondent 


The time for vacations is here again 
and the first one of our group to travel is 
our chief operator, Catherine Gillan. Miss 
Gillan and her sister are visiting rela- 
tives and friends in Greencastle, Pennsyl- 
vania, 


Steinauer 


Mrs. Ed Divis, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Cahill 
and family and Mr. and Mrs. Adrian 
Vrtiska and children were dinner guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis April 28, ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis and sons, Ray 
and Fred, went to Omaha April 30. From 
there Ray left for Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
where he has employment with the rail- 
road... Mary Kalin spent the week-end 
of May 4 and 5 in Omaha... .On Mothers 
Day, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis went to 
Sterling, where they met other relatives 
from Colon, and enjoyed a picnic dinner. 

. . Bridget Divis visited in Wahoo and 
Tecumseh during the past month. ; 
Relief operator, Mary Hoffman, has re- 
signed and started her nurses training 
at St Elizabeth’s Hospital in Lincoln, 


Sterling 


Barbara Ann Benson was unable to 
work a couple days because of an infec- 
tion in her hand. .. . Esther Fritz spent 
several days in Adams with her mother 
this month. She also visited in Beatrice. 

Jack Caley returned April 28 from 
Orleans where he had visited a sister, 
Mrs. George Hartley, and family. A 
brother, William, of Denver met him 
there for a visit. It had been several years 
since the three had met, . Josephine 
Christline came down from Lincoln April 


4 to visit her mother, Minnie Christline. 
Minnie accompanied her back to Lincoln 
for a few days visit. . . . Barabara Ann 
Benson spent a day in Lincoln, and Ruth 
and Minnie Christline spent another day 
in Tecumseh, 


Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Tyler Ryan and three chil- 
dren have moved from Beatrice to their 
recently purchased residence vacated by 
Mr. and Mrs. Chas. B. Meshier, who were 
transferred to Beatrice and have moved 
in the former Ryan residence... . William 
H. Husing has purchased a residence and 
moved his family from Rockport, Mis- 
souri. . . . Jerrie Murphy attended the 
Baccalaureate services at Peru State 
Teachers’ College May 19. 


Wilber 


Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 

L. E,. Vosika has been confined to his 
home for an indefinite period because of 
illness. He has our combined wishes for a 
speedy recovery. . Maxine Ashbaugh, 
one of our graduates, is back with us, 
She had worked as operator during last 
years school vacation, ... Anna Seymour 
spent the week of May 20 at Wilber. ... 
Amelia Aden was in Lincoln for a physi- 
cal examination by the Company doctor. 
: Sylvia Anthony returned to work 
May 7, still limping a bit as a result of her 
foot injury. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Geneva 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


Hazel Drummond of the Traffic Depart- 
ment entered the St. Elizabeth Hospital 
and submitted to a major operation. Ac- 
cording to the reports we have received, 
she is doing fine. . .. Phyllis Most is on 
Sick leave at the home of her parents in 
Ogallala. We hope she can be back with 
us soon, 

Hastings 
Virginia Harper, Lorraine Phillips, Mfary Ann 
Swanson, Lois Goldenstein and M. C. Walker, 
Correspondents 

Spring is here and summer must not be 
too far away. The operators are coming 
to work wearing bright colored shoes (if 
you can call them shoes) and their bright- 
est print dresses. When are we going to 
have those weiner roasts and bike rides? 
Some of the girls have already gotten 
into the swing of spring picnics. We hear 
they had a swell time at Crystal Lake. 
Was there a big moon, girls? . , . Gerald- 
ine Tyrell is floating on clouds these days 
and why not? Did you see that beautiful 
sparkler on her third finger, left hand? 
: . Speaking of floating on clouds, the 
former June Hagel, the present Mrs. 
Hooper, isn’t doing so _ badly herself. 
Here’s wishing you lots and lots of hap- 


Mrs. Frances A, Hasik, relief operator 
at Bruno. 


piness, June... . Arelyn Kort is all smil- 
es these days. She has a darling little 
baby sister. . . . Katie Vortman is feeling 
rather sad and blue but he’ll be back soon, 
Katie .. . Minnie Schlitt’s brother is home 
on a 90-day leave after four years in the 
Navy. How’s the big brother treating you, 


Minnie? ... We had a nice visit recently 
from Doris Steffen and Belva James, for- 
mer toll operators here. . . . Doris 


Ground is planning on a big celebration 
the Fourth of July. Her heart’s desire 
will be here. . We are sorry to see 
Shirley Harris leave. She plans to go to 
Long Beach soon. Best of luck, Shirley. 
. The girls are patiently waiting for 
the bowling alley to reopen. It’s our No. 
1 entertainment... . The local board has 
been fairly buzzing lately, in fact, so 
much so that Jean Konen almost forgot 
to go home the other night at the end of 
her trick. . .. The new local operators are 
Lucille Clemens, Harriett Barnett, Lau- 
rice Pedersen, Genevieve Madsen, Lola 
McKamey, Pauline Fleming and Bette 
Harnett. Get that dazed look off your 
faces, girls, we all went through the same 
thing once. ... The tops for an excuse 
for being late was given by Janice Leeper. 
She said she was listening to the “Bride 
and Groom” program and forgot she was 
supposed to go back to work. Miss Leep- 
er, who is wearing a diamond, was no 
doubt daydreaming of the day she might 
be on such a program. _ Your name 
will be mud if you even mention this, 
but it is whispered around that Dorothy 
Northrup fell in the mud just five min- 
utes before she was to report back to 
work. She had called a cab but the dri- 
ver threatened to put her in the trunk. 
She came to work about half an hour 
later though, all cleaned up and flashing 
that big smile of hers. _.. That little gal 
you hear singing all the hit tunes in the 
locker room is Agnes Streff. She really 
slipped up the other day when after sing- 
ing ‘“‘Onzey. Twozey’’ she came to the 
board and said ‘“‘Number Pleazey’’. .. . 
Jean Konen spent three weeks at home 
due to her mother’s illness, We’re glad 
to see her back and hope all is well at 
home. Mrs. Keenan, our local supervisor, 
thinks it would be a grand idea if our 
chairs were like barber or dentist chairs 
(the kind you can raise and lower easily) 
It’s quite a routine to adjust the 
chairs for each shift. . Jim Dudgeon 
nas now taken on another job to make 
uS all the more convinced that he is a very 
versatile young man. He is official score- 
keeper of the Hastings Aces. The only 
trouble is, the newspapers don’t seem to 
be able to call them the way he does... ., 
Mary Ann Swanson has just returned 
from a vacation in Florida. She spent two 
weeks at Winter Haven getting a nice tan 
and having a wonderful time. She found 
the weather warm and sunny and the 
scenery beautiful. . . . May 19 found 
Messrs. Mason, Isaman, Combs, Wilson, 
Wait and Walker off on a fishing trip to 
Monroe, Nebraska. When asked if they 
caught anything, the answer was “Noth- 
ing to speak of.’”’ . . . Jack Mason spent a 
week of his vacation the first part of 
May moving into his new home. 


Hebron 
Miriam Griess, Correspondent 
Miriam Griess, Cashier, iS wearing a 
diamond on her third finger, left hand. 
The man is Alton L. Cover of Hastings. 
Polk 
Max'ne Herbes, Correspondent 


Mrs. Bethel King and Ada Marie Nelson 
visited in York on May 13... . Mrs. Clara 
Anderson, Chief Operator, spent May 4 
in Grand Island and visited in Omaha on 
May 17. 

Superior 
Viola Carlson, Correspondent 


New members in the Traffic Depart- 
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How We Stand! 
Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones: 


February 1, 1946............ 764 
Maren J, 1946.2 861 
Pipril. Ly 1946 cc cecil 838 
May 1, 1946..............0..... 800 
aire 1, 1986s cote 788 


ment are Olga Anderson and Jessie Van 
Trump, former Chief Operator at Har- 


vard. . .. Mrs. Robinson is enjoying a 
visit with her husband who is home on a 
30-day furlough. ... Clarinda Lake spent 


Sunday, Mav 12 visiting in Hastings. ... 
Recent shoppers jin Hastings were Betty 
Jeppesen and Nadeen Messersmith. a 
Bernice Reiman and Betty Lou Smith have 
been on the sick list... . Bettv Jeppesen 
has been walking on air lately. Have you 
noticed, girls, third finger, left hand. 
Happy days to you, Betty. ... Doris Frey, 
Commercial Clerk, has been taking up 
horseback riding and has been limping to 
work. The horse kicked her and stepped 
on her but she’s still taking lessons. 


Sutton 
Iris Ramsey, Correspondent 


Fred Adkins, Area Manager, has been at 
Waconda Springs, Kansas, the past three 
weeks taking treatments for arthritis... . 
Iris Ramsey, Cashier, spent the week end 
of May 18 in Huntley visiting relatives. 


York 
Maxine Meradith, Correspondent 


Since summer is about here, there’s no 
use waiting any longer to release the 
scoop story on the _ sporting activities 
around York as contributed to us by the 
lively-wire operators. Swimming comes 
off about once a week during July and 
August and Virginia Robson stars in the 
role of “high-dive queen” and here’s how 
she does it: Run to the end of the board, 
jump up in the air and come down seat 
first to the board, take the bounce and 
convert into a dive. Does it hurt? What 
do you think? But it’s lots of fun and 
that way you get a weekly spanking that 
has nothing whatever to do with disci- 
pline. Ardith Peters and Alice McCart- 
ney have perfected the jack-knife but 
stress the importance of getting your tim- 
ing just right when you open and close 
or you'll forever be landing on your 
tummy or face and half the water in the 
pool will get jolted around. People on the 
sidelines don’t find this very amusing 
but they will have to put up with it until 
you do it right. Ruth Swanson says nix 
to the deep water stunts and prefers wad- 
ing. ... Arlene Anderson, after returning 
from Tennessee and Omaha, is ready for 
a vacation of rest and relaxation so she 
goes out for tennis. A most important tip 
in learning this game is to hire a re- 
triever for your over-shot balls. There's 
bound to be some right at first... . Jean 
Harter and Norma Roehrs, after seeing 
and hearing Sammy Kaye, have decided 
to stick to dancing as their favorite sport. 
. . . Some prefer to take a bus, auto or 
train ride to see special friends. For in- 
stance, Edna Pflughaupt took a flying 
trip by bus to Fairbury to see Lela Watson, 
and Claribell Andresen, traveling by 
train, visited points in Canada, Michigan 
and Pittsburgh. . . . Eleanor Buller re- 
ceived a package through the mail con- 
taining three pairs of nylon hose from a 
nice friend. . Bob Tucker just about 
lost a finger in a car door as it was 
swinging shut. Luckily, the finger will be 
saved with a few weeks time for recovery, 
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(Left) The champ himself. K. B. Cary of Lincoln walked away with 
the tournament's top honors with a sizzling 69. (We probably should 
menticn also in passing that he had 39 strokes handicap.) (Right) Roy 
Mills, the Wymore pulverizer, came up with a tough net score of 84 in 
spite of a 35 mile wind to walk away with medalist honors. 


Above 1. Claude Helm applies the body 
English technique to his putt as Bill Morris 
and K. B. Cary look on. 2. Dewey Nelsen 
lines one up as Frank Kubat and Chaunc 
Eggerss stands by. 3. Ken Boshart rolls 
a long one in the general direction of Sam 
Jackson under the critical eyes of E. A. 

McKenna and Howard Spahnle. 


HE wind roared and the scores 
soared as five foursomes of divit 
diggers representing the Lincoln 
Telephone Employees’ Golf Associa- 
tion plodded doggedly over the hills 
and vales of Pioneer golf course last 
month in the annual handicap tour- 
nament. In spite of the howling 
gales, however, the boys all reported 
a fine time and are rarin’ to go 
again this fall when the medalist 
tournament to determine the posses- 
sor of the Association's cup will be 
staged. 

We've often been told that you 
don’t have to be an athlete to be a 
golfer, but we've never taken much 
stock in it until after this golfing 
contest when we learned that the 
champ was none other than K. B. 
Cary. The old boy really did him- 
self proud, however, and shot a 
neat 99 which with his handicap 
netted him a tough 69 which topped 
the field by a small margain. Run- 
ners-up in the handicap scoring were 
Frank Kubat of Superior with a 70 
and George Walroth of Lincoln 
with 71. 


(Below) ‘‘Why people give up golf.” 


K. B. Cary Crowned 
Golf Champ 1n 
Spring Handicap 


Tourney 


Although it didn’t mean a thing 
in this tournament with its handi- 
cap rating, it is worthy of mention 
that the medalist in the competition 
was the old slam master, Roy Mills 
of Wymore, whose 84 in spite of 
the high wind was an enviable ac- 
complishment. His performance here 
will serve due notice to all and sun- 
dry aspirants to the annual crown 
in the medalist fracas that he will 
definitely be the man to beat. Roy, 
incidentally, also turned in a stellar 
performance in the Jayhusker golf 
tournament last month at Beatrice, 
turning in a card of only one over 
par for 27 holes only to be topped 
by youthful Eddie Powell of Beatrice 
who toured the three nines at even 
par to emerge the victor. 

Although the wind had subsided 
somewhat outside it was still blow- 
ing strong at the “19th” hole when 
the turf trodders gathered after the 
tournament at Val’s for a delicious 
steak dinner. It was noted also that 
the scores there were surprisingly 
much better than those garnered on 
the links with pars and birdies turn- 


Action shots taken at 1000th of a second stop- 


ped the boys cold in various stages of the drive off the tee. Left to right, E. A. Mc- 
Kenna, C. A. Eggerss, Dewey Nelsen, Sam Jackson, George Walroth and Chas. Crew. 


ing up with amazing regularity and 
complete abandon. Following the 
dinner, Joe Hartley presented a mov- 
ing picture entitled “Golfing Mis- 
takes” which everyone agreed was 
entirely out of place for that par- 
ticular audience and the session was 
closed with the awarding of prizes 
and the discussion of plans for the 
coming event and the adoption of 
by-laws for the association. 


Prize winners in addition to the 
Champ were George Walroth, Ken 
Lawson, Frank Kubat, E. A. Mc- 
Kenna and Bill Morris who topped 
their foursomes; J. S. Jackson for 
the longest drive on number 9, How- 
ard Spahnle for the same on num- 
ber 18, C, A. Eggerss for the closest 
pitch on 7 and Dewey Nelsen for 
his pitch on 17. Claude Helm mecek- 
ly accepted a prize for the shortest 
drive on number 1, his ball barely 
rolling off the tee. 


The Lincoln Telephone Em: 
ployees’ Golf Association now boasts 
a membership totaling 30. Any reg- 
ular employee of the Company is en- 
titled to become a member and may 
do so by paying the annual dues of 
fifty cents and making application 
to the secretary, C. A. Eggerss of 
Lincoln. Two or three tournaments 
are held annually with handicaps or 
flights arranged so that everyone has 


an opportunity to win. 


(Below, left) Otto Nelsen, G. A. White, 
R. L. Clinton and Harold Brady enjoy a 
bit of reading while lounging in the new 
comfortable furniture. (Right) Howard 
Stroup stretches for a tough one on the 
“snooker” table while Bedric Wanek and 
Ken Lawson pass out advice. Kibitzers 
on the sidelines are Sam Jackson, John 
McKinzie and Lloyd Lyne. 


bop ERY 3 
© BUs EHF BP 
8 a 


> 


The Lincoln Clob Room Gets a Face Lifting 


HE club room at the Lincoln gen- 
eral office is all dolled up these 
days with a bright and sparkling 
coat of new paint and a set of new 
and comfortable furniture which 
sets it off attractively and adds to 
its attractiveness and enjoyment. It 
has long been a favorite rendezvous 
at noon time when throngs of the 
weary drop in for a little relaxation 
at the pastime of their choice. 


Facilities are provided for a varie- 
ty of games including pool, snooker 


(Right) Phil Garvey and George 
Walroth try their skill at a game of 
“call shot.” 


(Right) Sessions of hearis, bridge 
and cribbage usualty are going in 
full swing throughout the noon 

hour. 


and ping pong, and recently a place 
at one of the four card tables has 
been at a premium. Rounds of bridge, 
cribbage and hearts are the usual 
order of the day with an occasional 
session of pinochle thrown in by 
way of variety. 


The room also is provided with 
a radio and a wide selection of read- 
ing material making it an all-around 
pleasant spot to spend a few mo- 
ments before getting back to the 
duties of the afternoon. 
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(Left) Under the 
expert toucz2 of Bill 
Schuman, Ken 
Christiansen and 
Jess Ellis the club 
room takes on that 
"yrell cared for’ ap- 
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Meet Your New Pioneer Officers 


Jay Pugsley 
President 


George Walroth 
Vice-President 


T. E. Longdon 
Director 


HE annual state-wide election of 

officers and directors of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter of the Independ- 
ent Pioneer Telephone Association 
has been duly held and the results 
were made known last month. Jay 
Pugsley is the Chapter’s new presi- 
dent, succeeding Joe H. Hartley, who 
was named as secretary. Other offi- 
cers selected were George E. Wal- 


Hiner, treasurer. All of the officers 
named are Lincoln employees. 


Three new members of the board 
of directors also were chosen by the 
membership. They are T. E. Long- 
don of Fairbury and H. A. White 
of Lincoln who will serve three year 
terms, and Clara Jones of Lincoln 
who will serve for two years. Other 
members of the board holding un- 
expired terms are John Spady, Has- 
tings; Elsie Anderson, Lincoln: and 


R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 


The retiring officers are Joe Hart- 
ley, president; Jay Pugsley, vice- 

- . f° C) T oer ¢ . 
president; O. L. Sturtevant, treas- 
urer; and Lula Kloepper, secretary. 
Members of the board of directors 
whose terms expired this year are 
Vern Campbell of David City and 


Clara Jones 
Director 


Joe Hartley 
Secretary 


Myrtle Hiner 
Treasurer 


H. A, White 
Director 


Myrtle Hiner of Lincoln. H. W. 
Wheeler, former director, passed 
away this year during his term in 
office. 

On June 21 the Chapter cele- 
brated its fifth birthday and plans 
are now under way for the annual 
reunion and banquet which is sched- 
uled to be held during the late sum- 
mer or early fall in Lincoln . 


The Chapter has steadily pro- 
gressed since its founding in spite 
of the exigencies of the war and the 
restrictions and other difficulties 
which it imposed and is generally 
recognized to be one of the most 
alert and active groups of its kind in 
the national association. The of- 
ficers, directors, executive committee 
and committee chairmen who served 
last year under the able leadership 
of President Joe Hartley are to be 
particularly commended for an out- 
standing year of accomplishment. 


Among the notable achievements 
was a splendid growth in member- 
ship, which exceeded all expecta- 
tions, of 72 new members bringing 
the total to 410. Other important 
activities was the revision and en- 
largement of the by-laws, the adjust- 


-- aft 4 Ye 


ment of dues so that all would be 
payable on July 1 thus simplifying 
the collection procedure, and the ad- 
vent of the “Nebraska Pioneer,” a 
semi-monthly bulletin published for 
the benefit of the members. 


The coming year holds much of 
promise and the Chapter is looking 
forward to a continuation of worth- 
while activities and pleasant associa- 
tions. 


$63,000 Construction 


Project Begun at 
Plattsmouth 
A GENERAL program of improve- 


ment in our Plattsmouth ex- 
change costing more than $63,000 
and constituting one of the Com- 
pany’s largest postwar construction 
projects was begun last month by a 
special construction crew headed by 
Foreman G. W. Hansen. This work 
will be part of the pending conver- 
sion of the exchange to dial opera- 
tion and the expenditures will be in 
addition to the cost of the new tele- 
phone building and the dial switch- 
ing equipment. 

The project is scheduled for com- 
pletion in December and will include 
the general repair or replacement of 
the distributing plant for both town 
and farm subscribers, the installation 
or replacement of cable to permit 
distribution from the new telephone 
office and the replacement of sub- 
scribers’ telephones to the new dial 
handset type. More than 1,200 
poles will be set, 11,000 feet of new 
cable will be placed, more than 38 
miles of iron wire will be strung and 
about 69,000 feet of cable will be 
redistributed. Work on the new 
telephone building also is progres- 
sing, although the difficulty of ob- 
taining materials is hampering opera- 
tions to some extent. 


Breathes there a man with a soul so 
dead 
That never has he turned his head 
And said, “H-m-m-m, not bad!” 
“What's the difference between 
amnesia and magnesia?” 
“The fellow with amnesia doesn’t 
know where he’s soinz.” 


Ray Baldwin Presents Interesting 
Nineteenth Century Telephone To 
The Pioneer’s Historical Collection 


FEW weeks ago Ray S. Baldwin, 


of the Lincoln service depart- 
ment, presented to the Pioneer his- 
torical collection an odd and ancient 
dial telephone of Strowger manufac- 
ture but stamped by its appearance 
as being of an earlier date than any 
of the types imported by the Lincoln 
Telephone Company when it began 
installing automatic telephones in 
Lincoln in 1904. 


Mr. Baldwin recalls that the tele- 
phone came into his possession on 
January 23, 1915, when, as an em- 
ployee of the Lincoln repair shop, 
he found it among a number of auto- 
matic wall sets which had been sent 
in for repairs. Struck by its un- 
usual appearance, Ray asked that 
he be allowed to purchase the relic, 
which was arranged and for the sum 
of fifty cents he became the owner 
of the waif. It has been in his 
possession ever since, but no amount 
of inquiry on his part could clear 
away the mystery of its origin. 


Thanks, however, to the efforts of 


our automatic equipment engineer, 
T. S. Risser, and to C. M. Candy, 
patent attorney for the Automatic 
Electric Company, who was fur- 
nished with photographs and a de- 
scription of the instrument, the mys- 
tery no longer exists. The telephone 
is the upper part of three units, con- 
sisting of the telephone, bell box 
and battery case which were assem- 
bled on a base board and in turn 
mounted on a wall. It made a most 
prodigious affair. 


These facts were brought to light 
through a search of ancient files and 
records in the Automatic Electric 
Company’s archives by Mr. Candy 
and his associates. It was further 
disclosed that the telephone was de- 
signed by John and C. Erickson in 
1896 and was used commercially at 
several places in the period from 
1896 to 1899. A letterhead of the 
Augusta Telephone and Electric Co., 
of Augusta, Georgia, features an en- 
graving of the complete telephone 
unit as part of its design. The letter, 
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At left is a picture of the actual telephone presented to the historical collection by 
Mr. Baldwin. The picture at right is a reproduction taken from a letter head of the 
Augusta Telephone and Electric Company of Augusta, Georgia which manufactured this 
instrument and shows the appearance of the complete unit. The letter was dated August 

19, 1897. 
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R. S. Baldwin 


dated August 19, 1897, was ad- 
dressed to the Strowger Automatic 
Telephone Company, of Chicago. 


An unusual feature of this tele- 
phone was the method devised to 
provide a busy signal. Upon dialing 
a number the ringer circuits of the 
calling and called subscribers were 
connected in series and the bells at 
both ends of the circuit would ring 
when the calling subscriber turned 
the hand generator. Should the 
bells at the calling telephone fail 
to ring it provided the signal that 
the called telephone was in use. The 
dial face is of cast iron with ridges 
provided for finger holds, the mech- 
anism is primitive in appearance 
and sluggish in action, but one 
senses that, in its day and age, it 
must have performed to the credit 
of telephone service in genera!—and 
certainly was proudly exhibited as 
one of the great forward steps of the 
gay nineties. 


As the historical collection con 
tinues to grow through the acquisi- 
tion of such priceless relics its value 
becomes more apparent. It is not 
far-fetched to predict that telephone 
men of a few decades hence may 
tind reason to be deeply grateful that 
provision had been made to house 
the equipment and documents which 
reflected the first “crude” efforts in 
wire communication. So far as we 
know, there are few such collections 
to compare with that of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter, and certainly 


none within hundreds of miles. 


Viewing the bat- 
tered remains of 
the fried chickens 
are left to mght 
facing the camera, 
Alex Pauley, Mrs. 
Pauley, Edna Mae 
Marquardt, Malinda 
Stuhr, Arlene An- 
derson, Edna Pflug- 
haupt, Rod Andrews 
and Hattie Mar- 

quardt, 


Gala ‘Time Had by York Picnickers 


ey every so often the exuber- 
+* ance of the folks around York 
gets up to the boiling point and 
through both necessity and desire 
they hold one of their famous pic- 
nics to let off a little steam. The 
fame of these gatherings is long- 
heralded and so it was with great 
anticipation that we hastened to ac- 
cept an invitation last month to at- 
tend one of their out-of-door parties. 
We had a wonderful time and take 
this opportunity to extend our sin- 
cere thanks. 


The heaps of frie. hicken were 
a joy to behold but you had to take 
a quick look because they disap- 
peared with amazing rapidity. The 
same could be said for the bowls of 
potato salad, baked beans and other 
delicacies which always attend the 
pleasures of a good picnic. Velma 
Garlock, the famous bicycle expert, 
was elected to pour the iced tea 
and she found that she had a con- 
siderable contract on her hands. The 
folks were thirsty and showed no 


General view of the picnickers as they 
enjoy their feast. 


pity for the pourer who, however, 
emerged with flying colors. 


In addition to the Traffic, Com- 
mercial and Plant folks at York the 
picnic was attended by “Shag” 
Eichenour’s construction crew and 
by “Doc” Wilson of Hastings, 
George Keith and Perry Caldwell 
of Lincoln, all of whom were work- 
ing on the McCool cutover. Also 
attending from Lincoln as_ special 
guests were Rod Andrews, Claude 
Helm and Joe Hartley. 


(Left) Velma Garlock, at right, took on a tough job when she agreed to pour the iced 

tea. Reaching for glasses are Arlene Anderson, Edna Mae Marquardt and LoRayne Rojahn. 

(Right) A group of Earl Eichenour’s construction boys added to the enjoyment of the 
occasion and incidentally stowed away an amazing amount of the picnic supper. 
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Jenkins To Instruct 


First Aid Classes 
i Fee JENKINS began a series 
of first aid classes on July 8 
which will be held in the room west 
of the General Office Building lobby 
at Lincoln. It will be an 18-hour 
course with the usual method of 
teaching supplemented by the show- 
ing of numerous motion pictures. 


Lloyd is eminently well qualified 
as a first aid instructor, having been 
engaged in this work for many years 
and receiving wide recognition for 
his abilities. The course should be 
most interesting and instructive and 
concerns a subject that everyone may 
make use of to his advantage. It is 
open to all employees and you are 
extended a cordial invitation to at- 
tend the classes. 


Benefit Claims Paid 
(hues following claims were paid 
by the Telephone Employees 


Mutual Benefit Association during 
the month of June: 


Primary members: Caroline Mar- 
row, Supply Department, $46.50; J. 
S. Jackson, General Commercial 
Dept., $103.00; Dan W. Smith, Non- 
functional Dept., Beatrice, $10.00; 
R. J. Donaldson, Supply Department, 
$32.50; P. A. Wilkinson, Construc- 
tion Department, $56.20; H. F. Ap- 
king, Hebron Plant Department, 
$25.00. 


Dependents: Helen Cox, Lincoln, 
$82.50; Mrs. C. G. Riedel, Lincoln, 
$18.75; Mrs. O. E. Wohlberg, Lin- 
coln, $15.00; Gail Williams, Stroms- 
burg, $31.12; Mrs. G. E. Eggleston, 
Lincoln, $116.25; Dixie Hibbert, 
Lincoln, $18.75. 


Shortages Continue To 
Plague Expansion of 


Service 


CUTE shortages of equipment 

and instruments continue to be 
the “fly in the ointment” retarding 
the growth of service and delaying 
badly needed additions to facilities 
and rebuilding of outworn plant. In 
some exchanges, notably Lincoln, 
Hastings and Beatrice, the lack of 
central office equipment is a_ par- 
ticularly troublesome problem. In- 
stallations of service for both pres- 
ent subscribers who are moving and 
for new customers are being seri- 
ously delayed. At other points the 
lack of instruments, especially for 
rural service, is the principal retard- 
ing factor. 

Although some progress has been 
made in the reduction of held orders 
since the peak of September, 1945, 
when 1,697 orders were being de- 
ferred because of the lack of instru- 
ments, the continued heavy demands 
for service have made it impossible 
to “wipe the slate clean.” On Jan- 
uary 1, 1946, orders being held 
totaled 673. This figure has ac- 
tually increased since that time and 
on July 1 our files contained 90? 
orders which we were unable to fill 
immediately. Of these, 135 were 
being held because of lack of dis- 
tributing plant, 155 because of cen- 
tral office equipment inadequacies 
and 612 due to the lack of telephone 
instruments. 


The situation, while troublesome 
and sometimes annoying, presents a 
splendid opportunity for us to build 
the future good will of our subscrib- 
ers. It is important to bear in mind 
that “held orders are people,” each 
one representing a customer who 
often is in great need of our services 
and who will now form definite 
opinions, either favorable or other- 
wise, depending upon our attitude 
toward his particular problems and 
the manner in which our position is 
explained. An attitude of thought- 
ful understanding and an impres- 
sion that we are doing everything 
possible to alleviate the present sit- 
uation will go far toward making 
friends. 


Jack L. Kuchera 


Lorin E. Lyons 


S four more former G.I.’s buckled 
“4 on their hooks and belts during 
June, the total number of. service 
personnel returned to their jobs 
reaches eighty-seven. Only twenty- 
eight names remain on the roll which 
once totalled one hundred _ thirty- 
seven, and of these, several have al- 
ready been discharged but have not 
yet resumed their duties. 

JACK L. KUCHERA chose the 
Navy, entering service in August, 
1943, and received his basic and ex- 
tended training at Farragut, Idaho. 
Specializing in electrical service, he 
embarked for the Pacific Theater in 
April, 1944, and was stationed for 
a large portion of his time in service 
in Hawaii, where he followed his 
old trade as automatic switchman 
under the Navy Department. V-J 
Day found Jack situated on a tiny 
island known as French Frigate 
Shoals, in the chain of equally small 
and barren points of land which 
stretch from Hawaii to Midway. He 
was part of the small force stationed 
on the island to keep the Japs from 
getting it, although Jack has the 
feeling that it would have served 
them right. He returned to work 
as combinationman in the Lincoln 
service department. 

LORIN E. LYONS was one of 
the construction department family 
from December, 1942, until Novem: 
ber, 1944, at which time he entered 
training at Great Lakes, Illinois. Af- 
ter a brief period of duty as a mem’ 


if 7 He 


Charles McClure Maurice A, Richards 


ber of the Naval Hospital at Great 
Lakes, he was assigned for extended 
training and in the fall of 1945 em- 
barked on the U.S.S. Chora for 
duty in the Pacific. Upon his re- 
turn to work he resumed his former 
position as construction department 
lineman. His home-town is Adams. 


CHARLES McCLURE, Jr., left 
his position as groundman in the 
construction department to report 
for Naval service at Farragut, Idaho, 
in April, 1943. Trained as a store- 
keeper, he received his assignment in 
the Material Division of the Staff 
Command Air Force for the Pacific 
Fleet. He remained in this branch 
for two years, until the summer of 
1945, when he returned to the 
States for work in the supply de- 
partment at the Naval Air Station 
at Seattle, Washington. He reen- 
tered employment in his former posi- 
tion on June 3, 


MAURICE A. RICHARDS en- 
listed in the Marines in December, 
1943, while a member of the David 
City plant department. Several 
months of training at the Marine 
Corps Base at San Diego and Camp 
Pendleton, California, preceded his 
sailing to the Pacific Theater. His 
combat service was spent in a heavy 
anti-aircraft group of the Marines 
and for several months during the 
last part of the war he called Guam 
his home. He resumed his duties as 
a groundman in the construction de 
partment on June 17. 


Suggestions Continue To Pay Wividends 


H. J. Scderholm Otto Buck 


IVE more winners under the new 

Employees’ Suggestion Plan are 
smiling happily these days as they 
pocket the awards recently received 
for their very excellent ideas. H. J. 
Soderholm of the Engineering De- 
partment suggested the posting of 
information concerning the location 
of fire escapes; Otto Buck of the 
Construction Department recom- 
mended the use of a gin for the im- 
provement of diger unit 1967; Ray 
Boling’s idea will permit a more eco- 
nomical and simplified use of wash- 
ers for guying purposes; while Ralph 
Wait of Hastings has proposed a re- 
vised routine which will eliminate 
duplication of effort in the 
installation of booth bulle- 
tins, holders, and signs in 
paystation booths. The 


A group of her fellow workers 
look on as Mrs. Marjorie Miller 
of the Supply Department re- 
ceives her suggestion dividend 
from Fred Sirasser, supervisor of 
supplies. In the background, 
lefi to right, are L. A. Stacy, 
Tg0llie Winders, Frnie Royce, 
Eleanor King and Phyllis Stolz. 


Ray Boling Ralph Wait 

ladies at the Lincoln warehouse are 
now enjoying the benefits of air con- 
ditioning in their rest room as the 
result of a suggestion submitted by 
Mrs. Marjorie Miller of the Supply 


Department. 


The employee on the job is in a 
position to observe and to make rec- 
ommendations which will mutually 
benefit his fellow workers, the Com- 
pany, and the service we give to our 
subscribers. It is for this purpose 
that the Suggestion Plan has been 
adopted. The Suggestion Committee 
will be very happy to consider any 
ideas you may have that you think 


would be helpful. 


Want Ads bet Results 


ECENT want ads placed in this 

column in recent issues of the 
“News” have brought the desired 
results according to a letter received 
from A. ©. Andrews of Lincoln. 
chairman of the Pioneers historical 
committee. Mr. Andrew’s letter fol- 


lows: 


“You will be pleased to learn that 


> er ae a : 1 1 : 
the “Wanted column has located the 


items desired for the Historical Col- 
lection. 

“Mr. E. §. Fisher of Lincoln pro- 
vided information leading to a 1911 
Nebraska State Railway Commission 
Report 

“Mr. A. B. Preble of Kansas City 
sent the Fortnightly Telephone 
Engineer's magazines needed for 
completing the file for binding.” 
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Tornadic Wind 


Causes Excessive Damage 
RAVAGING wind, rain, and 


electrical storm which © struck 
Lincoln and surrounding territory on 
June 24, resulted in the most serious 
damage to Company service in this 
area in its 42 years of service. More 
than 4,000 cases of trouble, in which 
22 cables were damaged and many 
wires and drops were broken, re- 
sulted from the near tornadic winds 
which felled large trees, tore the 
roofs off of several buildings, and 
blew down a number of large dis- 
play signs. Much of the cable dam- 
age was caused from broken power 
lines falling across the messenger 
and resulting in burns in the sheath. 
In some instances cables were com- 
pletely severed. The total cost to 
the Company will run in the neigh- 
borhood of $6,800.00. 


Long distance lines also were ren- 
dered inoperative in several cases, 
the principal one resulting from a 
large tree crashing through the Kan- 
sas City toll lead and severing all of 
the wires. 

Emergency crews, including cable 
splicers from Hastings, Beatrice and 
Geneva, combated the emergency in 
splendid fashion; working many hard 
hours of overtime in order to re- 
store the city’s communication facilt- 
ties. Additional personnel from the 
switchroom, which included Bob 
Stall and Norma Burt, also were 
called on the job to assist in record: 
ing and dispatching the trouble men. 
An emergency force also was on duty 
at the test boards where efficient co- 
operation with the outside men was 
of great help in clearing the trouble. 

The work of restoration was com 
pleted in about four days which 1s 
indeed a remarkable and_ praise- 
worthy effort when it is considered 
that more than 10% of the tele- 
phones in the exchange were either 
completely out of service or report 
ing trouble, practically at the same 
time and without warning. 


Guy Seaton: “Can you~ write 
shorthand?” 

Applicant: “A little, but it takes 
me longer.” 


New Schedule 
Of Office Hours 
| eeeeehapenern a plan which has 


been under consideration for 
some time, a new schedule of hours 
has been placed in effect for business 
offices of the Company in most of 
its principal exchanges in the South- 
ern, Western and Central districts. 
Under the new arrangement, the 
offices will be open for business on 
Monday to Friday from 8:45 A. M. 
to 5:00 P. M. and on Saturday from 
8:45 A. M. to 12:30 P. M. The 
purpose is to permit a better balance 
in working hours so that a full force 
will be on duty during the time that 
the offices are open and to eliminate 
the irregular schedules which here- 
tofore were necessary. 


The plan was first tried at Has- 
tings beginning June 1 with excellent 
results. On July 1 it was also adopted 
at Lincoln and all area points in the 
Southern and Western districts as 
well as at Hebron, Friend, Humboldt 
and Wymore. Initial reports indi- 
cate that it is working out most sat- 
isfactorily both from the standpoint 
of the employees and the public. 
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You and Your Job 


fl hisoee of us who have been as- 
sociated with The Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company for 
a number of years are proud of that 
association. We can say that we 
work for a good Company, a pro- 
gressive and_ highly regarded or- 
ganization providing a necessary and 
important service to its customers, 
and one which is concerned with the 
welfare and progress of its em- 
ployees. 


There are many benefits and ad- 
vantages which are provided by our 
Company. In order to present these 
benefits in a comprehensive form 
and to make the new employee feel 
at home among us, the Personnel 
Department has prepared an attrac 
tive and informative booklet entitled 
“You and Your Job,” which here- 
after will be presented to new em: 
ployees as they begin their work. 


The booklet begins with an ex- 


Hastings Tribune Receives First Wirephoto 


ITH the words, “Here comes the 

picture, spoken by a wirephoto 
operator in Omaha, the transmission 
of the first picture to be received 
by wire in Hastings was begun at 
10:40 A. M. on May 20. Present 
at the ceremony, which was broad- 
cast over radio station KHAS by its 
manager, Mr. Duane Watts, were 
John Spady. Hastings area commer- 
cial manager, Mayor Roy Carter, 
Superintendent of Schools Raymond 
Watson and others. 

Assisting the Associated Press in 
the installation were Max Walker. 
wire chief, and Harry Tubbs, com- 
binationman, who handled the nec- 
essary arranging of circuits and in- 
stallation of wiring. 

The addition of this equipment 
is a progressive step on the part of 
the Hastings Daily Tribune and will 
further augment the splendid news 
coverage which its subscribers en- 
joy by bringing the pictorial story 
of each day’s events on the same 
day in which they occur. 


A reproduction of the first picture to 
be received at the Tribune oifice over 
the new wirephcto equipment, It shows 
President Truman walking through Kan- 
sas City streets at 7:00 A. M. flanked by 

Secret Service men. 


The first picture transmitted shows 
President Truman in Kansas City, 
flanked by Secret Service men, as 
he walked briskly at 7:00 A. M. for 
about a mile through the city’s streets 
as a breakfast appetizer. 


Max Walker, left, Hastings wire chief, and Harry Tubbs, combinationman, inspect the 
newly installed 


equipmeni. 


pression of welcome from the vice- 
president and general manager and 
goes on to enumerate and explain 
the various advantages to which the 
employee is entitled. Although pre- 
pared primarily tor the information 
of the new employee, it also has 
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been distributed to all personnel re 
gardless of their term of service. Its 
careful perusal, in order that all may 
become acquainted with the benefits 
which their job provides, will be 
most worthwhile and is) earnestly 
recommended. 


Hapri Hess DV Beas 


At a_ candle- 
light ceremony 
performed June 
23 at First Meth- 
odist Church in 
Nebraska City. 


St 
‘ . 
q 


Lillian Baker of 
BS t h e Nebraska 
So ~ . 
Bx City Traffic De- 
>S 


partment became 
the bride of Harold Lowrey, also of 
Nebraska City. Rev. H. L. Dicker- 
son performed the ceremony. After 
a honeymoon trip to Denver, Mr. 
and Mrs. Lowrey will reside in Ne- 
braska City and Mrs. Lowrey will 
continue her work. 


Charles Kermoade of the Auburn 
Plant Department and Imogene Col- 
erick of Auburn were united in 
marriage June 1 at the First Meth- 
odist Church in Auburn. After a 
short wedding trip, the couple will 
reside in Auburn. 


Mary Alberta Seid, operator at 
Auburn, became the bride of Lowell 


Hager of Auburn, June 2 at the 
Christian Church in Auburn. The 


ceremony was performed by Rev. 


R. E. Hanson. 


Corrine Jezewski, cashier at 
Auburn, and Frank Hill of Auburn, 
were united in marriage June 11 at 
Hiawatha, Kansas. Rev. Charles 
Henry performed the ceremony. The 
couple left for a wedding trip to 
Colorado and California, after which 
they will return to Auburn where 
they will make their home. 


Evelyn Waite, former operator at 
Lincoln, recently became the bride 
of Way Winfield of Kansas, Okla- 
homa. The groom has re-enlisted 
in the Army and Mrs. Winfield will 
accompany him to his station. 


Emma Strasheim of the Account- 
ing Department and Harold Wassen- 
miller of Lincoln were united in mar- 
riage June 5 at Friedens Lutheran 
Church. After a honeymoon spent 
in Denver and Colorado Springs, 
the couple returned to Lincoln and 
Mrs. Wassenmiller is continuing her 
work. 


Mavis Schiebinger, service repre- 


Dick Spady Stars on the Pitcher’s Mound 


4.7. 


Among the 11 finalists for the 
honor of being chosen Nebraska’s 
representative in the third an- 
nual All-American Boys Base- 
ball Game is young Dick Spady, 
the Hastings Legion Juniors’ 
stellar pitcher. 

Dick is a@ gooa boy and the 
records prove it. He has won six 
games and lost only one this 
year. In those seven games, 


Spady had 82 strikeouts, allowed 
only 28 hits and permitted 14 
TUNS. 


Breaking these figures down 
further, Dick’s winning percent- 
age 1s .607. He has an average of 
almost 12 strikeouts a game, has 
allowed an average of only four 
hits a start and permitted an av- 
erage of only two runs a game. 


—Bill Madden in the Hastings Tribune, 


Dick Spady, son of John Spady, Hastings area commercial manager, is going great 
guns as the Hastings Legion Juniors’ pitcher. 


In the accompanying pictures, Dick dem- 


cnstrates the form that makes him such a iough competiitor. 
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sentative in the Lincoln Business 
Office, became the bride of Milan 
Everett of Lincoln June 15 at Cal- 
vary Lutheran Church. After a 
wedding trip to Denver, the couple 
will reside in Lincoln and Mrs. Ev- 
erett will continue her work. 


Ada Marie Nelson of the Polk 
Traffic Department and Merton 
Springer were united in marriage 
May 25 at Giltner, Nebraska. After 
a two week’s wedding trip to Colo- 
rado, the couple returned to Polk 
where Mrs. Springer will continue 
her work. 


Iu Memunriam 


tk the passing of Harry W. Wheel- 
er from this earthly life, the Tele- 
phone Pioneers have lost a beloved 


and a faithful friend. 


His unfailing interest and encour- 
agement have been an incentive to 
his fellow members. The contribu- 
tions of his time and efforts as a 
member of the Executive Committee 
date from the beginning of the 
Chapter. 


Through many years of association 
the ennobling traits of character 
which were his have endeared him 
to us and in his passing the Pioneers 
have suffered immeasurable loss. 


Inadequate as we know these few 
words of tribute to be, it is our hope 
that they may lessen the anguish of 
his family and become in later years 
a part of other pleasant memories. 


Therefore, it is hereby resolved 
that a copy of this Memorial be pre- 
sented to the relatives of Harry W. 
Wheeler and that this Resolution be 
attached to and become part of the 
minutes of this Association. 


THE FRANK H. WOODS 
CHAPTER 


Victor B. Musselman, Chairman, 
Resolutions Committee. 

Lula Kloepper, Secretary. 

Joe H. Hartley, President. 

June 11, 1946. 


Science Professor: “What hap- 
pens when a body is immersed in 
water?” 

Co-ed: “The telephone rings, | 


Agee Heads 


Resources Committee 
R. JOHN H. AGEE, our vice- 
M 


president and general manager, 
last month was named chairman of 
a special Lincoln Chamber of Com- 
merce committee charged with the 
study and development of the Mis- 
souri river valley and the natural 
resources of Nebraska in general. 
President Koser, in announcing the 
committee’s appointment, said, “We 
have felt the need of a special com- 
mittee on natural resources for some 
time, and feel that this group will 
be capable of determining Lincoln's 
relationship to the many _ projects 
involved in developing the entire 
Missouri river area.” 


80 Countries on Call 
From U. S. Telephones 


Is Post-War Prospect 
N ORE than eighty countries and 


territories in the world will be 
within voice range of American 
telephone users when the post-war 
program now in progress to restore, 
extend and improve overseas radio- 
telephone connections is completed. 


Much has already been done in 
removing the blackout on telephone 
conversations between the United 
States and those countries whose 
communication facilities were dis- 
rupted by the war. Service for the 
public has been restored with eight 
European countries and with the 
Philippines, Australia and New Zea- 
land. GI's can call home from the 
American Zone in Germany and 
from Japan, and the government and 
press can use the connection with 
Russia. A new direct voiceway was 
recently opened to Egypt. 

The volume of overseas calls has 
grown to more than three times that 
of pre-war days despite the fact that 
many of the former connections 
have not yet been restored. In the 
first eight months of 1945 the over- 
seas calls totaled about 145,000, com- 
pared with 41,000 for the same 
period in 1939—the last normal pre- 
war period. The total for 1945 was 
about 310,000 calls. Many of these 
were made by American Service 


men and women abroad telephoning 
to their homes here. 

Overseas traffic between the Unit- 
ed States and Latin American coun- 
tries, which continued during the 
war, has grown to a volume about 
six times that of 1939. 


New rates for overseas calls, about 
40 per cent lower than the pre-war 
charges, have been introduced with 
the restoration and recent exten- 
sions of the overseas service. 
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17,000,000 to I 
OUR LIFE IS FLYING BY! The 


average worker at the age of 35 
years has approximately 17,000,000 
more minutes to live, reports Public 
Service. Every time he takes a 
chance to save a minute, he wagers 
all the remaining 17,000,000 minutes 
in his life. Are the odds worth it? 
When you gamble on safety, you 
bet your life. 


A New Type Operator’s Set 


The attractive girl in the 
accompanying picture is Don- 
na Eilers of the Lincoln Traf- 
fic Department who gra- 
ciously posed for us wearing 
the new type headset known 
as the 52-A which recently 
has been developed by the fem 
Bell Telephone Laboratories.  serembte 


¢ 


Although not yet in gener- 
al use, the set already has 
proven its reliability having 
fine transmission and hear- 
ing qualities and, as someone 
put it, is “light as a feather, 
pretty as a pair of nylons, and 
comfortable as an old shoe.” 


The 52-A is an ingenious 
one-piece arrangement with 
the transmitter mounted on 
a stainless steel arm attach- 
ed to the receiver case. _It is 
gracefully shaped, with trans- 
parent receiver and transmitter caps 
and is amazingly light. Even with 
the transmitter suspended from it, 
the entire set feels no heavier on the 
operator’s head than the present 
head set alone. The new set weighs 
about nine ounces—half the total 
weight of the present one with its 
separate headband, receiver and 
breast-plate. 


REARS CARLSER TING 


. 
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One of the advantages of the new 
set is that an operator can’t talk 
“away” from it. No matter how 
she turns her head, the transmitter 
follows her lips like a shadow. Oper- 
ators who have used it readily note 
the increased ease in hearing and 
the smaller amount of energy re- 
quired in talking. 


(/\\\ 


Evolution of the operator’s telephone set. Lefi: “Gilliland Harness,’ weighing six 
pounds, used in the 1880's. Center: The vastly more comfortable and efficient present set, 
developed after more than 150 changes in design of receiver and transmitter, Right: 
The streamlined new set, which weighs only nine ounces and has improved transmission 


qualities. 
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The following impressive 
editorial appeared in a 
recent issue of Telephony. 


W* did not know Mrs. JULIA BERRY, the heroic 

switchboard operator who lost her life in the disas- 
trous LaSalle Hotel fire in Chicazo on June 5. Probably 
you didn’t know her, as an individual, either. Although if 
you had stayed at the LaSalle Hotel during the past 13 
years and used your telephone any time between 11 p. m. 
and 7 a. m., she probably handled your call for that was 
her lonely shift. And you probably took her for granted, 
grumbled a bit if the connection was slow and like a 
few million other American citizens never realized how 
you depended upon the reliability of the telephone and 
its employees to take your voice where you wanted it to go. 


Then something like the LaSalle Hotel fire comes 
along. The “took-for-granted service,” which normally 
moves so smoothly, suddenly proves in as the instrument 
of emergencies. It serves as an ubiquitous watchman that 
performs at its very best when it is in a dangerous crisis, 
right in the nervous center of a panic. It performs its 
best because it is manned by calm men and women whose 
predecessors in the telephone industry long ago adopted 
two unwritten, unenforced, but ever present, laws that 
plainly state—“The message must go through,” and “In 
time of emergency stay at your post.” 


Julia Berry must have known those two unwritten 
laws, but it is doubtful that they came to her mind on 
the night of June 5. Somehow, telephone people in an 
emergency just naturally do things to help other folks 
for that's what their chosen work seems to be—doing 
things for the other fellow; making connections, serving 
continuously. Julia Berry was one of that group. 


When the fire broke out shortly after midnight and 
in a single tragic moment engulfed the lower floors and 
swept upward, it was natural for Julia Berry to think of 
others and ignore warnings to “Get out quickly—while 
you have a chance.” 


There was work to be done; emergency service to 
be performed, and Julia Berry stayed at her post, plugging 
and calling rooms, efficiently and rapidly. In quiet, even 
tones she told guests, “Fire has broken out. Please leave 
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your room as quickly as possible. 


Greater Courage Hath None 


And when a hotel official fought his way through 
the choking fumes to her side and yelled, “Get out quick 
—the fire’s catching the stairs, youll be trapped in a 
minute!” Julia Berry stayed at her job. “I haven’t rung 
all of the rooms,” she said. “We've got to give those 
folks on the top floors a chance.” 


So she remained at her self-appointed task, despite 
efforts of one official to remove her by force. She called 
room after room and only gave up the job when smoke 
and fumes finally left her slumped lifeless at the switch- 
board, earphones still on her head, and her hand clutching 
a cord to make one more call. 


No, we did not know Julia Berry, but we do know 
the unwritten laws and the desire to give service that 
kept her at that flame-engulfed switchboard and caused 
her to give her life that others might live. Telephone 
men and women have made thinking of the needs of others 
a habit, and in the history of the industry there is a long 
list of names of telephone heroes and heroines to which 
can now be added the name of Julia Berry. 


She has many “pals” on that list—pals” she never 
met. There’s Helen Sullivan who in 1937 stayed at 
her board in a large hotel in Jersey City and died as a 
result of burns she received while summoning aid and 
warning guests. There’s Mrs. S. J. Rooke, the operator 
in Folsom, N. M., who stayed at her board to warn people 
of a flood that had broken loose in the hills above the 
village, and was drowned at the switchboard. And then 
there’s Jennie Crouse, who in 1942 stayed at her board 
when a cyclone wrecked the little town of Alvin, IIL, 
and summoned aid from nearby towns. Those are just 
a few. 


Now high upon the list of telephone heroines we can 
place the name of JULIA BERRY. And we can record 
that her courage, loyalty and devotion to duty, which she 
first developed as an operator for the telephone company 
in Chicago, undoubtedly saved hundreds of lives. It gives 
the rest of us a pattern for living, or as her son Jack said 
when he was informed of the tragedy—* . With a 
heritage like that, how can I miss? I have her to live up 
to.” 

That, we think, makes a fitting epitaph for JULIA 
BERRY, the woman very few of us telephone folks knew, 


but who died because she had a heritage to live up to. 
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Moreane Alldritt Delores Glover 
Instructor Instructor 
Hastings Lincoln 


B. R. Overcash 
Service Engineer 


Dorothy Osterthun 
Ass’t Chief Opr. 
Hastings Lincoln 


Lincoln Softball Teams 
Go Into Action 


AS the official softball season 

+4 swings into action at the Lincoln 
Municipal diamonds it is refreshing 
to find that two Telephone teams 
are again in the field, a girl’s team, 
which is playing in the City League, 
and a men’s aggregation which is 
competing for the Industrial League 
crown. 


The amazing part of the latter 
team is that it is composed of tele- 
phone men who are able to run the 
bases without the aid of crutches, 
a tip-off that the second (or third) 
generation has taken over. The last 
of the playing veterans, Clem Bot- 
torff, is surrounded by a list of 
names, most of which were formerly 
posted on the Military Honor Rolls. 
Coached by that seasoned campaign- 
er of the diamond, Howard Smith, 
the line-up includes such stellar per- 


H. B, Gore Cc. W. Helm 
Service Engineer Service Engineer 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Louise Schmidt Della Wilcox 
Ass‘t Chief Opr. Instructor 
Beatrice Lincoln 


formers as Charles Connors, Dick 
and Dean Hobson, Paul Henson, D. 
R. Swanson, Bob Stall, Floyd Hen- 
son, Leland Rauch, Bob Wohlberg, 
Don Smith, Donavin Frankforter, 
Irvin Anderson and Lee Adams. 


Ruth Marrow is the captain of 
the girls’ contingent with Inez Brun- 
ko as assistant captain. The team 
is under the tutelage of Frank Kuch- 
era, who holds the distinction of 
never having lost an argument with 
an umpire, and boasts some splen- 
did players who, up to this writing, 
have yet to lose a game. The roster 
of telephone company players 1n- 
cludes Eunice Zehr, Phyllis Stolz, 
Gladys Holcher, Doris Glock, Marie 
Adkisson, Dorothy Adkisson, Arlene 
Zabel, Virginia Penny, Arlene Hens- 
ler and Gloria Hessen. 

Both teams play once a week and 
will appreciate your moral support, 
Come on down for an enjoyable eve- 
ning and root for the ball clubs. 
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Commercial 


Brown, Janice E., clerk to cashier, He- 
bron. 

Gore, H. B., commercial representative 
to service engineer, Lincoln. 

Griess, Miriam, cashier, Hebron, to clerk, 
Hastings. 

Helm, C. W., commercial representative 
to service engineer, Lincoln. 

McLain, Lena, clerk to cashier, Auburn. 

Overcash, Bert R., commercial repre- 
sentative to service engineer, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Behm, Allan G., shopman in training to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 

Brockmeyer, John J., combinationman, 
Auburn, to combinationman, Beatrice, 
service. 

Fowler, John P., combinationman, Te- 
cumseh, to combinationman, Auburn, 
service. 

Kuchera, Jack L., returned from military 
service to combinationman., — service, 
Lincoln. 

Martin, R. L., truck driver to ground- 
man, construction. 

Richards, Maurice A., returned from 
military service to groundman, con- 
struction. 

Rutledge, Donald G., shopman in train- 
ing to combinationman, service, Lin- 
coln. 

Simpson, Vernon, sub foreman, construc’ 
tion, to construction foreman, general 
plant. 

Winscot, Leroy, sub-foreman to lineman, 
construction. 


Traffic 


Alldritt, Moreane, desk operator to in- 
structor, Hastings. 

Boldt, Helen, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Bryan, Dorothy, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Chinnock, Blanche, NA&L operator to 
evening chief operator, DeWitt. 

Einspahr, Lauritta, A€&’L operator to A&L 
supervisor, Hastings. 

Glover, DeLores, L operator to instruc: 
tor, Lincoln. 

Jurgensmier, Irene A@L operator to desk 
operator, Hastings. 

Nelson, Ada M., A&L operator to 
NA€&L operator, Polk. 

Osterthun, Dorothy, evening chief opera’ 
tor to assistant chief operator, Hastings. 

Paulson, Geraldine, A operator to AL 
operator, Hastings. 

Ransom, Audrey, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 
Schmidt, Louise, evening chief operator 
to assistant chief operator, Beatrice. 
Sundberg, Beatrice, A®&L operator to 
NA€&L operator, Stromsburg. 

Watson, Evelyn, A&’L operator to NA@L 
operator, Wymore. 

Wilcox, Della, L operator to instructor, 
Lincoln, 


breater Revenues Reflected In Increased Wages 


pa” CHECKS received by em- 

ployees on July 10 reflect a sub- 
stantial increase in wages amounting 
over-all to 20%. The wage increas- 
es are retroactive to April 21, 1946, 
and are in addition to previous sub- 
stantial additions in the pay roll 
which have been granted since the 
war began. Increases for employees, 
both those in the bargaining unit 
and those not eligible, became effec- 
tive on a comparable basis with the 
new contract. The estimated total 
increased cost to the Company will 
be between $475,000 and $500,000 
per year. This includes, in addition 
to actual wages, added costs which 
the Company will pay in social se- 
curity taxes, and increases in pen- 
sion accruals. 


Negotiations for new wage sched- 
ules were begun on March 12, 1946, 
following notice to the Company 
from the United Union of Telephone 
Workers that it desired to terminate 
the former wage contract. Follow- 
ing a series of discussions between 
members of the Union General 
Board and Company representatives, 
the differences in the respective 
offers were reconciled on June 10 
in accordance with a proposal of 
three Federal Commissioners of con- 


ciliation; E. H. Reis of Omaha, I. I. 


Pickett of Kansas City, and A. E. 
Johnson of St. Louis. Also assisting 
in the agreement was R. G. Pollock 
of Cleveland, representing the 
National Federation of Telephone 
Workers. A new general contract 
was also approved with certain minor 
changes and clarification of the pre- 
vious agreement. 

It is interesting to note that the 
wages now being paid by the Com- 
pany are in excess of the Company’s 
gross annual revenue prior to 1940. 
This startling fact emphasizes the 
large increase in revenues received 
from operations during the war and 
reconversion period. It also brings 
home the fact that in order to main- 
tain these wage levels, it will be 
squarely up to each individual em- 
ployee to do his or her very best job 
to do everything possible to main- 
tain the high standard of service for 
which the Company is noted. 

The ability of the Company to pay 
wages is directly dependent upon 
the full usage of our service by the 
public, which constitutes our only 
source of revenue. Let us then con- 
tinue our efforts to do the very best 
job we can and to give our customers 
telephone service which is entirely 
satisfactory and complete. Remem- 
ber that whatever helps the Com- 
pany, also helps you. 
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Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom iit Is Fur- 
nished Without Charge. 


A. B. GormMAN, Editor 
J. H. HarttEy Assistant Editor 
Publication Office. Room 200. 
1342 M Street, fuincoln, 1, Nebr. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


No “News” Next Month 
eee say that “No News is Good 


News,” to which many will no 
doubt agree wholeheartedly after 
reading this announcement. How- 
ever, we're hopeful that in this case 
at least the old saying will not be 
without its fallibilities. 

Be that as it may, the Lincoln 
Telephone News will miss an issue 
next month and will instead be pub- 
lished during the month of Septem- 
ber as a combined August-September 
edition. This follows a plan which 
has been under consideration for 
some time of publishing the “News” 
on an eleven months basis, an ar- 
rangement which is quite widely 
adopted by other similar magazines. 

The purpose behind the idea, of 
course, is to give your editorial staff 
(whether they need it or not) a 
little rest and relaxation during their 
two weeks vacation. Heretofore, it 
has not been possible to take two 
weeks off in a row because another 
edition would be staring us in the 
face before we could get back on 
the job. Another reason is that em- 
ployee activities during the summer 
season are usually at low ebb so that 
available material is somewhat 
limited. 

We realize that we probably 
haven't sold anyone at all on our 
proposition, but be that as it may, 
as soon as this edition rolls off the 
press we're grabbing a golf bag and 
a fishing pole and high-tailing it for 
parts unknown to get a good sun 
tan and maybe a couple of channel 
catfish, if we're lucky. 


SERVICE ANNIVE Iba 


Thomas Woods 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Benjamin Ferguson 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Melba Richards 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Adrian Newens 
Military Service 
15 Years 


Thirty-Six Years 
Grover Griffith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
Robert Green, Carl Palmquist, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
Frieda Hoffman, Hastings; Mae Me- 
duna, Wahoo; Henry Taedter, Hebron. 
Thirty Years 


Benjamin Ferguson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
William Conn, Ann Keegan, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


George Miers, Seward. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Edward Dorland, Wahoo. 


Twenty-Five Years 


Thomas Woods, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
Gustav Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meister, 
Humboldt. 
Twenty-Three Years 


Carl Ahl, Dorothy Miller, Lincoln; 
Melbourne Hodge, Beatrice; Gladys 
Walker, Milford. 

Twenty-Iwo Years 

James Alldritt, Friend. 


Twenty Years 
Chauncey Eggerss, Wesley Haas, Lin- 
coln. 


C, A. Eggerss 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Wesley Haas 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Camilla Selzer 
Bellwood 
15 Years 


Ray Sherman 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Nineteen Years 


Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, Lin- 
coln. 


Eighteen Years 


Perry Caldwell, Lincoln: 
Owens, Nebraska City. 


Kathryn 


Seventeen Years 


Gerald E. Miller, Lincoln: Ethel Pat- 
rick, Fairmont. 
Sixteen Years 


Harvey Armagost, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 
Roy Galley, William Mulhallen, Ray 
Sherman, Melba Richards (June Anni- 
versary), Lincoln; Adrian Newens, Mili- 
tary Service; Camilla Selzer, Bellwood 
(June Anniversary). 
Twelve Years 
Vaughn Baum, Lincoln; Gerald Caley, 
Fairbury; Giles Gere, Military Service. 
Eleven Years 


Marie Jackson, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 
Grace Lux, Shelby. 
Five Years 
Enno De Vries, John Fisher, Dorothy 
Nelson, Frances Petersen, Lincoln; Eleanor 
Jensen, Military Service: Eleanor Lane, 
Weeping Water; Dorothy Trauernicht, 


Beatrice. 


<4 15 fe 


Roy Galley William Mulhallen 
Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 


JoOuURNEY'S END 


MRS. KATE GUNDY DORLAND. 
mother of Ed Dorland, Area Man- 
ager at Wahoo, passed away June 
12 at her home in Humboldt, at 
the age of 75. Funeral services 
were held June 14, at the Presby- 
terian Church in Humboldt. 


MRS. MIKE PLACEK of Swanton 
died June 30 at her home. She was 
the mother of George Placek, com- 
binationman at Nebraska City. 
Funeral services were held July 2 
at Swanton. 


MRS. MAGGIE M. BOTTORFF. 
mother of Clem Bottorff of the 
Lincoln switchroom, passed away 
June 29 in Lincoln. Funeral serv- 
ices were held July 3 at Gordon. 
Burial was also at Gordon. 


Blessed Events 
= Mr. and Mrs. 
a Al Ager of Sew- 
ste atd. are tie 
proud parents of 
a baby girl, Mar- 
ilyn, born June 
5. Al is a switch- 
ir ¢ jg man at Seward. 
iN Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Novak 
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of Wahoo announce the birth of a 
baby girl, Carrol Rae, May 31st at 
the Community Hospital at Wahoo. 
Mr. Novak is a member of the Wa- 


hoo Plant Department. 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


This is a beautiful day in Nebraska! 
Rainy, gloomy and cold. Well, we do 
appreciate it after that heat wave, Some 
of the girls have been spending their 
spare time at the swimming pool to keep 
cool. They will probably all be too tired 
to push plugs after that kind of work-out. 
_. . We aren’t doing so well these days. 
We are sorry to Say we are losing a few 
of our girls this month. We had a fare- 
well party for Vernetta Novell as she is 
leaving us to take the ‘fatal step’’ soon, 
After all Novell, who wants to be a car- 
eer woman? Congratulations to you any- 
way and we will miss you... . Mildred 
Samek resigned this month to take off 
for California. We hate to see you leave 
us, Mildred... . We have acquired some 
new faces in the office so there have 
really been some changes made. The 
Welcome Sign is out for Shirley Brogan, 
Donna Fyfe and Patricia Emerson, We 
are glad to have you join the force, girls. 
Our new instructor is Jean Vybiral. Now 
you girls can really initiate her... . A 
few more vacations have been taken since 
last month. Mildred Samek spent her’s 
at home playing the role of a “woman of 
leisure’. Miss Aden started on her’s last 
Monday. People have been going places 
and doing things lately. Irene Humlicek 
went to Columbus on a shopping spree. 
Myrna Stewart went home to Friend on 
her week-end and Betty Vybiral spent 
Saturday in Omaha at the races. Who- 
ever said betting on horses was one easy 
way of making money? ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Andy Holt have been spending the past 
ten days visiting their daughter and fam- 
ily at Marshalltown, Iowa. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 
June, ah yes, June brides! Lillian Baker 


invited us all to her wedding which was 
June 23. Good luck and congratulations 


to you both!! Speaking of June, Etta 
Staack has one of these flashing rings. 
Hm. .. . We have several new girls 


starting their plug pushing training They 
are Betty Griffin, Patricia} McCormick 
and also Mrs. Dorothy (Nosky) Rawlings 
is back with us. Mary Bartyzelle, our 
teaching instructor, is training Jeanetta 
Wilcox and Alma Cain for Long Distance. 
Good luck girls. . Norma Gore left us 
to take up secretarial work in a Doctor's 
office here in Nebraska City... . The 
swimming pool is open. Etta Staack, 
Vada Harris, Pat McCormick. Mrs. ‘‘Dot- 
tie’’ Waters and Betty Johnson have all 


splashed around in the cool water. Boy. 
you should see some of the red faces, 
arms and backs. .. . Virginia Richards 


tells me she and her folks had a very 
pleasant trip in the Western States, Tex 
aS, New Mexico, Colorado and many 


‘sure she had a good time. . 
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others, . . . Josie Shoemaker is on her 
vacation. I wonder if she is having a 
good time!! (I hope). Katie Owens 
tells me she stayed home for most of her 
vacation, but she did go to Omaha one 
day to break the monotony... . Maxine 
Meyers went to Nevada to visit her par- 
ents. She came back all smiles, so I’m 
. We had a 
carnival in town several weeks ago. My, 
you should have seen how many of the 
girls managed to get down and have a 
whirl or two. More fun!! ,. . . Miriam 
Haase has traveled to Omaha _ several 
times and from all I heard she had a very 
good time. Betty Johnson tells us she 
got her sunburns in Louisville. See, some 
of us get away from it all once in a while. 
; Mr. Woods and Mr. Wheeler were 
visitors in Nebraska City this month. 
, Deroy Helfer had some sad news 
concerning his father who is in a Fair- 
bury hospital with a broken leg, as a re- 
sult of an accident with a runaway team. 
We hope he is doing better by now... 
Al Letellier had a week of his vacation. 
Miss Bader was a visitor at Auburn, Fri- 
day. She says they were busy too. 


Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mr, and Mrs. W, L. Eckles and family 
spent one week vacation June 3 to June 
10 at Brewster, Kansas and western Ne- 
braska. . . . The contractors have started 
on the Company building after a delay 
of two weeks. 


Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


Guess maybe everyone will be surprised 
(Pleasantly, I hope) to see Seward appear 
in the News once again. We were out of 
the picture for awhile, but “rarin to go 
now”! . | . First of all, a new addition 
has been added to our family. or maybe 
we should say a new addition to the Ager 
family. “Tarzan” is the proud father of a 
baby girl born June 5, weighing 8 lb. 11 
oz. The little tyke was named Marilyn. 
Already there has been quite a commotion 
at the Ager residence. Little Marilyn sud- 
denly wants everyone to know she is ex- 
isting. She starts crying in the night, 
that in turn wakes little Judy and I guess 
you know poor “Tarzan” really has his 
arms full, “Oops” was the only ex- 
clamation our C. O. Lydia Kriegshauser 
could give when she misjudged her seat- 
Ing capacity and suddenly found herself 
on the floor, Was she embarrassed!! Not 
only that but it was in the presence of a 
new student operator. Well I guess this 
world is made up of spills and thrills. . . 
Beata Merz spent a couple of days in Nor- 
folk visiting last week... An enjoyable 
two week's vacation was spent by Helen 
Greiner, June 8 to the 16th inc., visiting 
and “just resting up’. While visiting at 
Utica, a familiar figure walks nonchalant- 
ly down the street, none other than Mr. 


Maple from California. It was quite a 


ourprise for both. 


; “if 16 fier 


_. b@ groceries, 
, ployees join in extending Sympathy to 
Mr. Dorland and family for the death of 


Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Fred A. Bock, grandfather of Gloria 
Bock and father-in-law of Mrs. Vera 
Bock, passed away June 9. Funeral ser- 
vices were held Thursday at Ledric 
Chureh at Bland, Missouri. . . . Marjory 
Dunbar underwent a tonsillectomy and 
is back at work again. |. . Mrs. Lock- 
hart spent the 21st to the 24th in Omaha 
visiting friends and relatives. . . . Our 
chief operator, Sophia Windels, is auite 
ill at her home. We hope she recovers 
quickly. 

Weeping Water 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mrs, Thelma Rich is working relief dur- 
ing vacation. Fern Davis spent the 
day in Plattsmouth, June 5... | Lelia 
Fitzpatrick spent June 3 shopping in Lin- 
coln. . .. Eleanor Lane spent June 19 in 
Omaha shopping and visiting her sister, 
é Olga Pehrson started her vacation 
Monday, June 17. . . . Eleanor Lane spent 
a week of her vacation June 3 to 9th inc, 
at home. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


George Cruickshank, our inside man, 
came back to work June 17th after a sick 
leave of six weeks. George had quite a 
battle with a siege of sciatic rheumatism, 
and we are glad to have him back. 
Charles Novak, troubleman, has a new 
exemption member, and her name is 
Carrol Rae, born May 3lst at the Com- 
munity Hospital. Our congratulations, 
Mr. and Mrs. Novak. ... June vacationer 
from the Plant Department was Elmer 
Neujahr who enjoyed his two weeks just 
buzzing around and playing golf. 
From the Traffic Department Vivian Cro- 
shaw, who also is staying close to home, is 
a vacationer. . . . Our Chief Operator, 
Ethel Daharsh, will take off July 1st for 
two weeks of rest, but we are unable to 
find out just where she may land. , 
The Assistant Chief, Emily Hanus, will 
take the last week of her vacation and 
undoubtedly spend it in David City 
New student operators being trained are 
Doris Wallin and Donna Richardson. We 
hope you like us well enough to stay, 
girls. . . . June Sth the girls held a fare- 
well party at the City Cafe lunch room 
for Jean Bratrsovsky who left June 10th 
for Englewood, Colorado. She will be 
employed in the telephone office there 
and we wish you good luck and happy 
days. Hope you miss us a little, Jean 
, Louis Hanus has been transferred 
from David City to Wahoo and we hope 
permanently. Glad to have you, Louie, 
and wish you luck in finding a place to 
live... .On June 2ist Mae Beaty and Ha- 
zel Hagenbuck went to Omaha on a shop- 
ping spree, and we hear it turned out to 
The Wahoo Area em- 


Mr, Dorland’s mother, Mrs. Kate Dorland 


on June 12th at Humboldt. 


Lincoln Departments 


ACCOUNTING AND ENGINEERING 
DEPARTMENTS 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


We wish to congratulate the former 
Emma Strasheim. whose marriage was an 
event of June fifth. An evening cere- 
mony performed at Friedens Lutheran 
Church was followed by a reception at 
the Lincoln Hotel, after which the couple 
left on a honeymoon for Denver and 
Colorado Swrings, Colorado. Emma _ is 
now Mrs Wassenmiller and is back at 
work in the north office. ... We have 
an addition to the force in the north 
office and she answers to the name of 
Drusilla Dorland, She is the daughter of 
Fd Dorland, who is area Manager at Wa- 
hoo. Welcome to our department Dru- 


silla. ... We wish to extend our deepest 
sympathy to Bob Ross, who shall we say, 
recently “lost his oats.”’ . . We also 


wonder just how many people know that 
Bob Ross's wife never gets to read the 
‘news’, aS Bob keeps them in the bottom 
drawer of his desk. Maybe he has his 
reasons, but personallv we think it might 
be of interest to her, iust as the outcome 
of the deal would prove interesting to us, 
if she found out about a few of Bob’s 
little “haopenings”’. . . Grace Hauschild, 
Johnny Backstrom. and Couer d’Alene 
McArtor took their vacations recently. 
Grace vacationed in Los Angeles and re- 
ported not having any of the expected 
trouble of getting a room. Cagey B. va- 
cationed with his family in Kansas. Couer 
d’Alene stayed home, but came back to 
work sporting a diamond, third finger, 
left hand. Congratulations Couer d’Alene. 

_. At this writing Marie Vidlock is on 
her vacation whiling away her time in 
Denver, no doubt fishing. . .. We had 
three very welcome visitors this month 
namely Ruth Brown, who is now residing 
in Tampa, Florida, and Gerry Amend Su- 
perfine, who is residing in Chicago, both 
here visiting relatives and of course last 
but not least, Fielding Woods, who is now 
with the Chesapeake Potomac Telephone 
Co. in Baltimore, Maryland. “Yours 
Truly”’ had looked forward so to meeting 
this phenomenal character and close friend 
of Al Gormans, and enjoyed the chat so 
much or should we say “insult slinging 
session”’. However Woods, Gorman 
doesn’t talk so bad about you behind your 
back. Sort of a reversed character. (and 
we use the expression loosely). However 
we sincerely hope you make a_ return 
visit soon, | Terry Largents’ catastro- 
phe she recently suffered while swim- 
ming out at Capitol Beach may not have 
appeared as such a laughing matter to 
her as it did to spectators. If she was 
creating a new fashion, there was certainly 
no need for such embarrassment, here- 
tofore we can report a new bathing suit 
added to Terry’s wardrobe since the hap- 
pening. . . _. We have several employees 
on the sick list this month. Bernice Gar- 
cia has been out two weeks and at this 
writing is reported doing fine and expects 
to be back next week. To Mildred Mc- 
Gill we extend wishes for a quick re- 
covery and we hope its real soon. Mildred 
is suffering from injuries she received 
in an automobile accident. However 
from word received by Mr. Sievers we 
can expect her back within the next two 
weeks. .. . Elaine Bubak better known 
to some as ‘“‘Booby” has the left the service 
of the company to get married. After 
her marriage she will reside in Omaha. 


... Apparently Mr Devoe’s new name for 
Mr. Seaton is “Curly”. (N.C.) 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 
By Cathie Smith 


This morning I turned my calendar pad, 
and there staring me in the face was 


The cameraman hap- 
pened along at midnight 
as this group of Lincoln 
operators prepared to 
take off for a taxi ride 
homeward bound. In 
the car, left to right, 
are Dcrothy Bryan, Min- 
nie Allen, Myra Ley- 
bold, Blanche Forst, El- 
la Cerveny and JoAnn 
Waliman. What we 
can’t figure out is where 
Audrey Neal and Donna 
Eilers, on the running 
board, expect to squeeze 

in. 


‘“vrite Construction News’. Well, I knew 
what that meant—It meant that this 
month the task was mine because Miss 
Hess, your associate editor, is helping out 
in the General Plant Superintendent’s of- 
fice. But there have been lots of happen- 
ings in our Department this past month: 
so maybe it won’t be such a task after 
all... First of all I think we should tell 
you why George Hansen is looking so 
proud these davs. He has a grandson! 
Remember Ila Wvyider. your former as- 
sociate editor? Well, she and her husband 
are the happy parents of the new boy. 
We were glad to add two new girls to our 
office force last month—Barbara Kaiser 
and Rosella Safranek. _. . . Mr. Weaver, 
Mr. Eckles and Mr. Miller have all taken 
advantage of this wonderful vacation 
weather. ’Bet they are spending their 
vacations pulling big fish out of some 
cool stream... . It always gives us a good 
feeling to welcome back our fellows from 
the service. This month it is Charles 
McClure and Maurice Richards that we 
extend a special ‘“‘welcome back’’. But 
we're always glad for new members too. 
For the first time we welcome Mr. Card- 
well, Mr. Chase, Mr. Olsen and Mr. 
Spears..,.Bya special request just given 
me, I’m adding that Mr. Thad Cone is 
THINKING. The person who made this 
special request certainly seemed to feel 
it was a fact well worth mentioning. _. . 
Bye for this time folks. We'll see you 
again next month. 


General Offices 


Ruth Clark, Associate “ditor 


We have a newcomer to our General 
Offices this month. She’s Bernice Grone 
who is working in the General Manager's 
Office as secretary to Mr. Noble. She’s 
taking Coeur D’ Alene MecArtor’s place 
who was recently transferred to the Ac- 
counting Department... . Aletha Davison, 
also of Mr. Agee’s Office, has been on the 
sick list for about a month. According 
to the last report, she is now feeling 
much better and we're all very glad to 
hear that. We hope to see her back soon. 

_ Shirley Hess of the Construction De- 
partment is helping out in the General 
Plant Department again for a while. 
Shirley came and helped out just about 
a year ago and it seems we just have to 
call her back every so Often... . Mr. 
Lawson, Commercial Engineer, represent- 
ed our Company on a recent Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce Sower’s Club trip. 
They were gone for two days and toured 
Northeast Nebraska, . . . Mr. Hale took 
his vacation from June 22 to July 6, which 
he spent traveling through Kansas: and 
Missouri. While in St. Louis, he visited 
R. H. Stebbings, former building inspector 
for our Company... . Mr. Jackson of the 
General Commercial Office gave a blood 
transfusion to W. E. Bell, former General 
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Commercial Superintendent on June 27. 
At the last report, Mr. Bell is improving. 


Supply Department 


Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


With summer officially here as of June 
21 we find vacations the main tonic of 
the month. , _ 3B. F. Ferguson is on an 
extended vacation at this writing but how 
it is being spent we can not report. 

S, K. Lawrence made a short trip to Rlue 
Springs. Nebraska and did some fishing 

.. L. L. Rauch spent his in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. . ... Minnesota seemed to be a 
popular place for vacations. The three 
who went there were: W. A. Rosenthal, 
Bill Knee, and Dale Harp. .._. J. D. 
Litzenberg is, at this writing, spending an 
extended vacation in Idaho and Washing- 
ton. . . _ Bob Donaldson is back on the 
job following his recent short illness. Glad 
to have you back Bob! .. . Wonder why 
Dale Harp thinks, after it is too late. that 
it is not such a good idea to shoot fire 
crackers in front of the Lincoln Theater? 
Maybe it is because he got a ticket for it. 
— We are sorrv to report that Rov 
Reid is suffering with a broken rib on the 
right side. Roy is on the job however. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


By Viola Graham 


Hi everyone. Well as vou all probably 
know the directorv department sav they 
are too busv for the news so here goes 

_. Here we are to welcome Mavis hack 
from her honevmoon. Mavbe pennle 
won't have such a hard time now spelling 
and pronouncing her last name since it is 
the simple name of Everett. Anvwav 
she is beaming with happiness and that is 
what really counts. Asa Waters has 
returned from vacationing in the far 
east. We are wondering if he got lost 
and picked wu» by the conpers in those 
BIG cities. How about it Mr. Waters? 
We are glad vou got back all in one piece 
at least... Lee Schlentz has returned 
from vacationing in South Dakota. Chaun- 
cey Eggerss from Estes Park. Nora Cline 
from Alliance visiting her brother, she 
savs. but we almost have our doubts, and 
Virginia Anderson from Marine City and 
Detroit, Michigan. . . | Margaret West 
has been taking over the PBX board part 
time. We have been wondering if she 
thinks the board can talk the way she 
keeps talking to it. We hope the keys are 
closed at least. There have been 
rumors about an office picnic and we are 
wondering what it is all about. Come on 
folks lets hear all about it... . Jean Full- 
brook resumed her work in the office with 
us again during her summer vacation 
from University, which she plans on at- 
tending again this fall Janet Wagnor has 
been added to our list of employees since 
the last writing also Welcome — girls. 

We will be on our new work week 


Part of Wymore’s efficient operating 
staff. Left to right, Viola Dunn, chief 
operator, Evelyn Watson and Edna Day, 


hours at the time this goes to press. May- 
be we won’t have quite so much trouble 
remembering our working hours now and 
we'll also get to snooze fifteen minutes 
longer. ... Jean Beck and HER man Nor- 
man have now been re-united after the 
railroad strike and what a _ re-uniting 
a*ter she kept the wires hot at the rail- 
road station for information as to when 
the strike would be over, as if the oper- 
ator knew. So if you see her going about 
half asleep these days you will know the 
cause of it... Margaret West has taken 
up the new fad started by Gerry Adsit 
of wearing two different earrings to 
work. Keep it up girls end maybe you 
will hit the fashion  high-lights in 
Hollywood. . Waldo McDowell was 
already to call the doctor the other day 
when he thought Mr. Cary was bleeding 
to death only to find that he had leaned 
on a stamp pad that had just been fresh- 
ly inked. ... A new service representa- 
tive was almost added to our staff the 
other day when a sparrow came to join 
us in the Commercial office. Mr, Cary 
finally caught it hiding behind the vene- 
tian blinds... . Marie Stockton has been 
having a frequent visitor from Omaha 
lately. Now don't get excited folks it is 
her husband Melvin who is employed in 
Omaha at the present time. She has ke- 
gun to think she might as well have him 
in the army, as she doesn’t get to see him 
very often... Bill Quinn has been seen 
strutting about the _ office lately in 
a flashy new suit. By the way, Bill, what 
black market did you find it in or did you 
go to the style centers in Florida, of 
course, you could have been reading Es- 
quire and studying up on all the latest 
fashions. | . . Lee Schlentz, the big 
sportsman, flashed down to the office 
In a new sports outfit which was quite 
sharp the other day, also... Bill Morris 
left today for his final check up and mus- 
tering out at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 
6-055 Gen McMeen spent an extended week- 
end in Sterling, Colorado to come back 
with a good crop of freckles, . . We are 
all wondering if Betty Roeder and Mr. 
McDowell are getting as excited as Mavis 
was before her vows were spoken. We 
are, also, Suessing which is going to be 
the first to take that fatal step. .. Well 
folks I guess we had better bid you all 


adieu and leave a little space for the rest 
of the departments. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


As you all know, the Service Depart- 
ment has been nothing short of a mad- 
house since our storm June 24. Every 
available person has been helping out 
to repair the damage to the telephone 


lines. We hope to have all the service 
back to normal very soon, ... We had a 
couple of accidents happen this month, 
and both on the same day too. Allan 
Behm sprained his right ankle and Rex 
Winders was bitten on the arm by a dog. 
Neither accident was serious though, and 
we're glad of that ...R. E. Burkett is 
on his way to Zion Canyon, Utah, to see 
if the climate out there will be better for 
his health. ... A. M. Geist had a little 
bad luck on his vacation, which he spent 
from June 3 to June 15. He was taken 
ill at the beginning of it and didn’t get 
well until it was time to come back to 
work. 


’ 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The many familiar faces missing in our 
department bring home the fact that the 
vacation season is at its height. Among 
the carefree ones are—Dorothy Nelson, 
Leota Smelser, Margaret Micloski, De 
Lores Glover and Genevieve Griffin— 
(thought for the day—just wondering if 
Genevieve wavered in her decision to go 
bv motorcycle to Colorado). ... “Ginny” 
Fuller. whose marriage will take place 
Julv 7th, left us June 22nd for her home 
in York Our best wishes follow her... . 
Ruth Marcks and Wilma Wergin have 
been appointed new instructors, ... Betty 
Kroeger visited her brother in South Da- 
kota recently. . _. . Doris Sutton has been 
promoted to the position of part-time 
clerk. . . . Darlene Multer has returned to 
work after a vacation svent in California. 

. We hapnilv note the heaming faces 
of Frances Peterson and Darlene Shoe- 
maker. both wearing new diamonds... | 
Alice Talbot spent two weeks at her home 
in York. . .. Mrs. V. Nichols reports a 
pleasant time enjoved during her visit 
in Denver. f We have missed the 
genial presence of Howard Smith. and 
are glad to note that he has returned 
after completing a course of studies at 
Omaha and Kansas City... _ For several 
days we were worried about Annetta 
Griess and Bettv Kroeger. They moved 
around slowly and dejectedly and seemed 
to have taken on a down-trodden air. 
Then the truth came out, They had mov- 
ed, carrying their personal belongings 
(on foot) a mere nine or ten blocks! .. . 
Pauline Hergott recently visited her home 
in Gilead. . |. . Things in general are 
getting back to normal after the recent 
wind and rain, which necessitated a lot 
of repairs. 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 


Beatrice 


Mary Hankins and Leland Hodge, 
Correspondents 


This has been the month for vacations 
with four lucky girls gone. Pauline Port- 
schy spent several days in Lincoln with 
friends and relatives and doing a little 
shopping. Mary Hankins visited in Mis- 
souri at Lake Lotawana where she enjoy- 
ed fishing, boating and swimming. Pernal 
Moore spent her two weeks at home tak- 
ing life easy. Vey Warren, the last of 
the mob, stayed home _— entertaining 
friends from Odell. . Naida Fanders 
spent a few days in Denver with her hus- 
band who recently returned home from 
overseas .. . The new girls at the Be- 
atrice exchange are Marion Niemeier, 
Shirley Fred, Donna Fuller and Veda Wil- 
liams. Elva Puckett, Mildred Jansen and 
Mary Lou Thompson are the advance 
students learning toll, We welcome Mrs. 
Irene Combs as our new Chief Operator 
and we hope she will enjoy her work in 


Beatrice, ...R. A. Baker was called to 
Des Moines, Iowa, June 11th due to the 
serious illness of his wife... E. J. Schem- 
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merhorn was a Fairbury visitor the week- 
end of June 22nd, ... Gordon Neal visited 
in Tecumseh the weekend of June 15th. 
. _. Frank Nevitt was in Lincoln on busi- 
ness the afternoon of June 10th ... The 
welcome hand is extended to John Brock- 
meyer a transfer from the Auburn plant. 
. _. Mrs, Christine Mason has accepted the 
Cashier position here. We are glad to 
have you with us, Chris. 


Burchard 


Mrs. Hattie Wilcox visited in Tarkio, 
Missouri and also Pawnee City. 


Cook 


LaVerne Beasterfeld of the Tecumseh 
traffic office visited our office, which 
used to be her old stamping grounds. 


Crab Orchard 


Gladys Neugebauer started her vaca- 
tion June 10th and is visiting her father 
and other relatives in Steinauer. Helen 
Jones is in charge of the office during 
her absence. 


Daykin 


Sylvia Griffin was a Fairbury visitor 
recently. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Jeanne Lytton has had many tales to 
relate since her return from California, 
Helen Holloway liked California so well 
that she has resigned and plans to make 
her home on the coast. Dorcas Slater 
spent part of her vacation visiting rela- 
tives in Indiana. Wauneta Childs has 
started her vacation with no special plans 
for diversion. Mrs, Childs has also been 
on our sick list, we hope her illness 
dosn’t interrupt the vacation. . _ . Irene 
Smalldon has come to the rescue of our 
busy traffic department by returning to 
work, Glad to have you back, Irene,... 
Betty Leonard and Doris Wittler are the 
two new students, welcome gals. ... Out 
of town visitors this month were Elizabeth 
Epp, who visited in Tecumseh and Lela 
Watson visited in Waco. . . . Red Gear 
took a fishing trip recently to the lakes 
around Elwood and Lexington. We did 
not hear anything about the fish he caught 
do you suppose there wasn't a catch? 
Floyd Nave is spending his vacation at 
home catching up on odd jobs. 


Friend 


Hotilda Eurich is spending her vacation 
in Vancouver, Washington visiting rela- 


tives. . . | Phyllis Williams is working 
during her absence. 
Humboldt 


Willistine Clark, Correspondent 


Viola Clough is spending her vacation 
visiting her brother in Lincoln. . , . Wil- 
listine Clark is enjoying a restful vaca- 
tion at home ... Emma Lee King accom- 
panied her brother, who has been on fur- 
lough, to Fort Sill, Okla. 


a ee 


Our area manager at Plattsmouth, Mr. 
W. L. Eckles. 


Osceola’s personable cashier, Miss 
Maxine Herbes. 


Steinauer 


Bridget Divis visited relatives at Burr. 
Hattie Wilcox of Burchard visited Mrs. 
Divis June 14th. . Jerrie Murphy vis- 
ited our office a couple of times this 
month too, can anyone help us solve this 
mystery about her sudden interest in the 
Steinauer vicinity. 


Sterling 


Esther Fritz spent several days in Adams 
with her mother and other relatives... 
Ruth Aden’s sister, Esther Probst arrived 
June 16th from Cincinnati, Ohio to spend 
her summer vacation here. 


Table Rock 


Erma Jancik really knows when to pick 
her vacation, her two weeks were spent in 
bed with the chicken pox. .. . Pearl 
Freeman started her vacation June 17th, 
she will spend her time at home, but we 
hope she has better luck than Erma. 


Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent 


Its vacation time again at Tecumseh, 
Marie Conrad visited relatives at Bur- 
chard and Pawnee City during her vaca- 
tion. .. Jerry Murphie stayed close to 
home during her vacation except for June 
5th when she did some shopping in Lin- 
colIn and attended the Girls State Reun- 
ion and Banquet. Nora Maines is 
enjoying her vacation at home this year. 
Bernice Allen spent a weekend in St. 
Joseph, Missouri, while Goldie Thompson 
spent some time in Atlantic, Iowa, .. . 
Harold Drake has been doing a lot of 
fishing but we have not heard the reports 
on his catch, How about that? 


Western 


Sarah Mussman spent a few days of her 
vacation visiting her sister at Franklin, 
the rest of the time was spent at home. 


Wilber 


Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Lumir Vosika has returned to work 
following an absence of five weeks be- 
cause of illness, we are glad to have you 
back Lumir and we think the slimmer 
waist line is rather becoming. . . . Viola 
Knapp spent her vacation at home, Lillie 
Labart w?s in Linco'n the 3th of June 
visiting Elizabeth Anthony, who is recov- 
ering from an appendectomy at the St. 
Elizabeth Hospital. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Geneva 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


Vacation days are here again for Gladys 
Stiers and Evelyn DuBois. Gladys spent 
her vacation in Osceola visiting her sister, 
Mrs. Bill Mouden, and in Omaha. Evelyn 
left for Great Falls, Montana, to spend 
her vacation with Mae Messman, a form- 
er employee in the Geneva Traffic Depart- 
ment. |. . Bill Minich and Phyllis Most 


are back on the job after several weeks 
on disability. Helen Hillyer is on dis- 
ability at present. We hope she will soon 
be feeling as good as new again. 


Hastings 


Iva Thompson, Janice Leever 
Correspondents 


Vacations are now in full swing with 
all the girls looking forward to those won- 
Gerful days of doing nothing. . . Frieda 
Hoffman is now on vacation but twa 
weeks just isn’t enough time for a trip to 
Germany ... Arelyn Kort is also on va- 
cation and taking life easy ... Mrs. June 
Hooper is spending a delayed honeymoon 
in Arkansas Speaking of vacations, 
Audrey Ransom has just returned and it 
is rumored that a certain person from Ok- 
lahoma showed her a wonderful time 
while in Omaha _.. The new toll students 
are Helen Simons, Lorraine Phillips, Max- 
ine Barnhart, and June Hibbler. Good 
luck, girls. . . . It seems Virginia Harper 
doesn’t take time to walk down the stairs 
anymore, instead she goes to the trouble 
of taking several steps at a time, losing 
both heels in the ordeal, but comes to the 
conclusion that she likes her shoes better 
without them and continues to wear them 
that way. . . . Dorothy Osterthun has 
been unanimously elected to be the water 
juggler and has already shown us her 
ability when the air conditioner suddenly 
started dripping. _ . We are wondering 
if it is the new toll students or the hot 
weather and early hours that is getting 
the best of Miss Metcalf. When she could 
not find the blackboard eraser she asked 
the students if they had seen it. They 
meekly replied that she had it in her 
hand. . . . We’re wondering if Arelyn 
Kort has learned her lesson on parking— 
especially on Highway 281. We hear that 
Mickey DeBacker and Bill Cummings 
have been promoted to the janitor depart- 
ment. They really keep things shining 
and have even gone so far as to rearrange 
the furniture in the lounge room. . . Ro- 
setta Habben seems to be all smiles these 
days. Could it be that the one and only 
has arrived? ... Mrs. Elizabeth Scheiding, 
nee Zimmerman, Betty Carmichael and 
Mrs Leonora Ronnekamp have been 
pinch hitting for some of the girls. .. We 
wonder what could be on Janice Leeper'’s 
mind. In the hurry and scurry to get in 
the operating room on time, she went in 
without her headset. We have eight 
new ‘plug pushers” on local, namely, 
Helen Berg. Mary Bockerman, Lois Harp- 
er, Helen Hartman, Elaine Routh, Lulu- 
belje Stansberry, Betty Stroh and Lois 
Williams. We extend our hearty greet- 
ings. . . There never will be a chance 
of the wedding bells in our office rusting. 
They seem to be in constant swing. This 
time it’s for Fern Lilja who leaves June 27 
to prepare for a July ceremony. Our 
best wishes, Fern. ... It’s always easy to 
detect the approaching arrival of a boy 
friend. Hair has been given that extra 
special touch, finernails are somewhat 
futiley protected, those overly anxious 
glances at the clock, even counting the 
seconds. Dorothy Northrup and Lois 
Harper can tell you all about it.... Speed 
is an amazing thing. It can get you any 
place in a hurry and it can also get rid 
of $15 in a hurry, Just ask Elaine Nuss, 
Virginia Harper and Helen Simons. te." 
Pauline Fleming has left our happy midst 
for California ... We extend our deepest 
sympathy to Jean Konen whose sister 
passed away recently, 


Osceola 
Max'‘ne Herbes, Correspondent 

Area Manager Charles J. Olson, accom- 
panied by his daughter and son-in-law, 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Anderson, left the 
latter part of June for a two week's visit 
with relatives in Swisshome and Sheridan, 
Oregon. 


How We Stand! 
Orders held because of lack 
of facilities and telephones. 
November 1, 1945 
December 1, 1945 
January 1, 1946 


February 1, 1946 
March 1, 1946 
April 1, 1946 
May 1, 1946 
June 1, 1946 
July 1, 1946 


Polk 
Esther McNeely spent June 5 shopping 
in Lincoln. 
Shelby 


Rese Halligan spent the week end of 
June 15 in Lincoln visiting relatives... 
Ica Westley spent a week in Omaha the 
latter part of May to be near her brother- 
in-law during his serious illness and re- 
cent death. 

Stromsburg 


The women employees enjoyed a waffle 
supper at the telephone building June 5 
honoring Phyllis Carlson who is to be 
married soon. A gift was presented to 
the honoree from the group. Phyllis re- 
signed her position as night operator on 
June 1 and has been replaced by Beatrice 
M. Sundberg. 

Superior 


Betty Lou Smith resigned her position 
in the Traffic Department . .. Wanda 
Thayer has been in the hospital and is re- 
covering from an appendectomy. .. Dor- 
thea Vale and Bertha Anderson are new 
toll students. _ . Viola Carlson resigned 
her position as Cashier and we are sorry 
to see her go Darlene MacDonald of 
Sutton was transferred to fill the vacancy. 
. .. Bert Kline is enjoying a two weeks 
vacation. 

Sutton 


Chuck Salisbury and Jack Mankamyer 
went fishing June 16. Reports came back 
that Chuck caught a “big” 12 inch fish. 
_. . Mrs. Iris Ramsey, Cashier, is spend- 
ing her vacation in San Diego visiting her 
husband who is stationed there. ... Mrs. 
Laurietta Fuehrer is working in the Com- 
mercial office during Mrs. Ramsey’s ab- 
sence. ... We wish to welcome Jeannine 
Monson who started taking Commercial 
instructions June 14... . Edith Schleiger, 


Chief Operator, spent the week end of 
June 15 in Grand Island. 


sil 


Area Manager George Brock and 
Cashier Lavina McElroy taken at their 
desks in the Wilber area office, 
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THAT IT WAS AN HOUR SLOW. PATIENTLY WAITING POLICEMAN. 


(Left) Ivan Haith of Seward digs into a hunk of watermelon, Picnic style 


under the critical eyes of his wife and son, Lowell. Watch- 


ing in the background are R. L. Dalton and Mr, and Mrs. Frank Kupat of Superior, who, incidentally, annexed the prize for traveling 


the longest distance to the picnic. 


(Right) The hard working “eats’’ committee, left to right, Lula Kloepper 


Seaton, Alex Geist and Roy Brendle, 


RESENTED here in pictorial review are some of the 

highlights of the Employees Picnic for 1946. The high- 
ly enjoyable outing was held on August 17 at Capitol 
Beach in Lincoln and attracted an attendance of about 
450 which included employees and members of their 
families representing all of the Company’s districts. 


The activities got under way with a softball game be- 
tween the L. T. and T. girls and the Sprague-Marte] girls’ 
team in which the L. T. and T. girls emerged the undis- 
puted champs in an exciting one run margin of victory 
after coming up from the short end of the score in the 
early innings. The final tally was L. T. and T, girls 24, 
Sprague-Martel 23. 

An interesting program of games, stunts and contests 
was then ushered in under the direction of Joe Hartley 
assisted by George Mann and Genevieve Wood. Events 
were arranged for all comers, young and old, with ap- 
propriate prizes being awarded to the winners. Some- 
thing new in the form of a loud speaker system was added 
this year with Howard Smith doing a fine job on the 
installation. Mr. Hartley acted as narrator and, although 
there were exceptions, the general concensus seemed 40 
be that his remarks were appropriate and enlightening 
and made the program more enjoyable. i 

The high spot of the picnic was, of course, the de- 
licious supper which fact 1s not hard to understand when 
One contemplates the enticing menu of baked ham, roast- 


Florence Tatman, George Walroth, “Pep” Saunders, Guy 


Employees 


Mr, and Mrs. W. E. Bell who 
had the distinction of being the 
oldest married couple at the 
picnic. Mr, Bell was formerly 


general commercial superin- 


tendent. 


ing €ars and watermelon 
with all of the usual trim- 
mings. “Pep” Saunders 
and his committee deserve 
much credit for ¢heir no 
small task of arran zing and 
serving the meal, particu- 
larly in view of the torrid 
temperatures which pre- 
vailed during the early 
hours of the afternoon. 
Se ii aac cree 
ia a Neral commie’ 
Ceiar : Y Brendle, Alex 
~’ Joe Hartley, George 
“an, L. G. Saunders, 
Rod And+ , 
rews and A. B. 


Baked ham and roasting ears were disappearing with amazing rapidity as this scene was taken 
A long line of hungry picnickers approaching the serving table is hidden by the trees at rig), 


W. F, 
(Right) A bit of action in the softball game as pitcher 


(Left) An unusual attraction was the mobile radio-telephone unit which had been placed in service only the day before. 


Combs of Hastings is shown placing a call as Art Higgins and Don Smith look on, 
Ruth Marrow delivers a dark one, A prominent figure in the game was “‘Ump” Lloyd Jenkins. 


Picnic 


(Left) ‘The Winnah,” says Referee George Mann at the con- 
clusion of the boys “rooster fight.’” (Get a load of that costume.) 
(Right) A group of contestants in the girls “shoe race.” 


(Above) A group of interested spectators at 
the ball game. (Below, left) Joe Hartley in 
action at the microphone, ably assisted by 
Scorekeeper Virginia Kenny at left, (Below, 
center) Mrs. Susan Harp, mother of Chet Harp, 
left, and grandmother of Dale Harp (standing), 
the eldest lady at the picnic. At right are 
Mrs. C, E, Harp and Mrs. H. G. Peachman. 


(Above) John Eisenbarth brought the largest 
family group for the occasion, With John and Mrs. 
Eisenbarth are Paul, Don, Shirley and Mary. 


(Left) Two principals of the ball game, Ruth Mar- 
row, team captain and pitcher, and Frank Kuchera, 
coach. (Below) The Sprague-Martel softballers 
stayed for supper, of course. Behind them are mem- 
bers of the L, T. and T. squad, 
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(Left) A view of the dial switching equipment at Crab Orchard with George Keith operating the new electric welder. (Center) 
Lloyd Voter and Howard Lahr at McCool engaged in a job of cable replacement. (Right) The McCool equipment with George Keith 


and Perry Caldwell putting on the finishing touches. 


Dial Conversions 


Are Again Under Way 


a higes Company's program of dial 


conversions, temporarily halted 
because of the urgent demands by 
the armed forces during the war for 
communication equipment, is now 
again under way. Two exchanges 
have been converted and work is 
progressing on others which are 
scheduled for cut-over within the 
next few months. 


(Above) G. A. Foster’s crew at Mc- 
Cool in the midst of a line building job. 
(Right) Earl Eichenour and his hard 
working lads take time out on a rural 
rebuild project to line up for the cam- 
eraman, Left to right, John Shipp, Bob 
Muse, Earl Eichenour. Lorin Lyons, 
Boyd Heyen, Ray Chambers and Har- 
old Cudaback. 


First on the post-war list was the 
conversion at McCool which took 
place on August 1. This was fol- 
lowed by Crab Orchard which was 
cut to dial operation on August 20. 
Next in line will be Bellwood, the 
date having been tentatively set as 
this is written for September 16, 
with Brock coming up later on in the 


year. 


The work of installing the 
central office equipment for 
these cutovers was placed in 
the capable hands of George 
Keith and Perry Caldwell 
who are now leading the 
lite of the gypsy traveling 
from one cutover to the 
next. Prior to the McCool 
cutover, construction crews 
under Earl Eichenour and 
G. A. Foster completed ex- 


- 
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The fire-proof housing unit at Crab Or- 
chard in which the dial switching equip- 
ment is located, 


tensive additions and improvements 
in the outside plant while Howard 
Lahr and Lloyd Voter completed the 
cable work. A crew of installers un- 
der D. C. Wilson made the necessary 
changes in telephone instruments 
from the manual to the dial type. 
At Crab Orchard the work of re- 
building the outside plant had 
largely been completed some time 
ago and the principal work prelimi- 
nary to the cutover was the change 
in subscribers’ instruments which 
was under the super- 
vision of Harlan 
Gillespie. The re- 
claimed manual instru- 
ments at both ex- 
changes were immedi- 
ately shipped, after 
any necessary recofi- 


ditioning, to other 


(Left) Mrs. Ida Ronne, chief operator-cashier, and Dea Hays, relief operator at McCool. (Left, center) 
Mrs. Gladys Neugebauer, chief operator-cashier at Crab Orchard. (Right, center) D. C, Wilson, who supervised 
the installation of new dial telephone instruments for McCool subscribers, (Right) A group of G. A. Foster’s 
crew at work at McCool, 


points where they are being put to 
good use in supplying customers who 
have been waiting for service be- 


McCool will continue to house the 
dial switching equipment and Mrs. 
Ida Ronne, chief operator-cashier, 


will remain temporarily in order to 
handle long distance service and calls 
from nearby communities. As soon 
as dial trunking equipment can be 
secured and installed in the York of. 
fice, all calls will be handled through 
the dial switching equipment. 


cause of instrument shortages. 
The former telephone building at 


A new fire-proof housing unit was 
constructed at Crab Orchard to ac- 
commodate the dial central office 
equipment. Mrs. Gladys Neuge- 


(Above) Lorin Lyons ties in 
a wire on a newly set pole on 
a McCool rural line. 


(Right) Lending their talents in the installation of the new handset telephones at 
McCool are, left to right, (top row) Bert Kline, L. C. Williams, H, G. Taeter, Ralph Wait, 
Leslie Hansen, (bottom row) Dave Culbertson, D. C. Wilson, Don Rutledge, and Art 
Albers. 


bauer, formerly 
chief operator je 
cashier, has assumed . = "** 

new duties at Auburn as night opera- 
tor while Mrs. Helen Jones, who has 
served as relief operator for many 


years, has retired. 


The first dial conversion in our 
pre-war program took place in 
Waverly in March, 1930 and the 
service was received with immediate 
success and appreciation. The sub- 
sequent conversion of Seward the 
following year met with the same 
response and by May, 1942 with the 
conversion of Brownville, 28 ex- 
changes including Lincoln were dial 
operated. During 1943 and 1944 
the exchanges of Deweese and Gar- 
land were added, bringing the total 
to 30. 


The present program includes the 
conversion of the area points of 
Hastings, Plattsmouth and Tecumseh 
at which new telephone exchange 
buildings will be required. Forty- 


(Continued on page 11) 


(Left) Dave Culbertson looks on as Mrs. J. A. McGowan of McCool tries out her new rural dial telephone, (Center) W. L. Seng, 
McCool real estate and insurance man, lifts the hand set of his new telephone following its installation by H, G. Taeter. (Right) Dave 
Culberison’s pretty daughter, Suzanne, thinks the dial hand set is much nicer than the old telephone. 


Highway Mobile Radio-Telephone 


Successfully Demonstrated 


“TJELLO, Governor Griswold.” 


“This is Mayor Lloyd Marti 
calling from an automobile on High- 
way 77 several miles south of 
Lincoln.” 


These words, spoken on the morn- 
ing of August 16 by Lloyd Marti, 


radio-equipped fleet cars took part, 
two of which traveled about five 
miles south and the other about five 
miles north of Lincoln. Calls were 
placed from the automobiles to vari- 
ous telephones in Lincoln and 
Omaha as well as to occupants of the 


(Left) Mayor Lloyd Marti of Lincoln places the first radio-telephone call to Governor 
Dwight Griswold. (Center) Harvey Swenson, ace announcer for KFAB, introduced the 
Mayor and conducted a 15 minute broadcast of the demonstration. (Right) Governor 
Griswold converses with Mayor Lloyd Marti in the first public demonstraiton of the new 


service. 


Mayor of Lincoln, to Governor 
Dwight Griswold in his office at the 
State Capitol, ushered in the first 
public demonstration in Nebraska of 
highway mobile radio-telephone 
service. 

The demonstration was highly 
successful in every respect and was 
attended, in addition to Mayor 
Marti, by officials of Radio Station 
KFAB, representatives of the press 
and officials of the Company. Three 


other mobile units with excellent 
quality in both reception and trans- 
mission. 

Much credit for the success of the 
history making event may be at- 
tributed to the splendid cooperation 
of the press and Radio Station 
KFAB. Full accounts of the story, 
together with pictures of the Mayor 
and Governor in conversation, were 
carried in the Lincoln papers, and a 
transcription of the proceedings was 


broadcast over KFAB in a 15 minute 
program at 10:15 P. M. on the day of 
the demonstration. The broadcast 
was arranged through the coopera- 
tion of Manager Earl Williams of 
KFAB and Engineer Vinton Wight, 
and was conducted by KFAB’s ace 
announcer, Harvey Swenson. After 
an introduction by Mr. Swenson, the 
conversation between the Mayor and 
Governor was heard, which was fol- 
lowed by conversations carried on by 
others in the mobile units including 
a long distance call placed by Mr. 
Williams to Omaha. The broadcast 
was concluded by an interview be- 
tween Mr. Swenson, C. C. Donley, 
general traffic superintendent, and 
Merle M. Hale, general commercial 
superintendent, who briefly ex- 
plained the technical and commercial 
aspects of the new service. 

An interesting and unexpected 
side light developed when an 
amateur radio operator, David Mc- 
Shane of Lincoln, happened to pick 
up a conversation between I. J. 
Devoe and his office. Mr. McShane 
is acquainted with Mr. Devoe and 
promptly called the mobile radio op- 
erator and asked to be connected 
with Mr. Devoe’s automobile. Our 
general auditor was nonplused when 
his friend’s voice came over the 
radio-telephone and informed him 
that he had heard his conversation 
on his short wave radio at home. 

The mobile radio equipment was 


(Left) Among the first mobile radio operators were Esther Borchers, 


Betty Hinman and Ruth Hetherington, Assistant Chiel 


Operator Dorothy Nelson at right paticipated in the instuction, Miss Hetherington received the first call from Mayor Marti during the 
demonstration. (Center) David McShane picked up a call, placed by I. J. Devoe, on his home short-wave radio and surprised Mr. Devoe 
by calling him on the radio-telephone to tell him about it. (Right) About to begin the first installation in a mobile unit are Ardel! 
Robison, Howard Smith and J. Sutton, engineer representing th2 manufacturer. 


received during the first part of 
August following recent approval 
from the Federal Communications 
Commission for its installation and 
Operation on an experimental basis. 
It consists of mobile radio transmit- 
ters and receivers comparable in size 


The antenna for the transmitter located 
on top of the Sharp Building. The State 
Capitol tower is in the distance. 


to an ordinary home table model re- 
ceiver which are installed in the 
trunk compartments of the mobile 
units, of which there are five at pres- 
ent. Each unit also is equipped 


Installation of the equipment was 
placed in the capable hands of 
Howard Smith, licensed telephone- 
radio operator for our Company, and 
Ardell Robison of the Lincoln shop. 
The installation was conducted un- 
der the direction and supervision of 


The completed installation of a mobile 
unit. Note the compact size of the radio 
transmitter and receiver. The antenna 
is mounted on the fender, 


C. C. Donley, general traffic superin- 
tendent, and the commercial aspects 
of the service are 
being developed by 


become qualified as mobile radio 
operators and are doing a fine job 
of handling the calls in this new 
assignment as the experiment prog: 
resses. Among the first were Ruth 
Hetherington, Betty Hinman, Esther 
Borchers, Phyllis Rising and Joy 
Hinman. Miss Hetherington was 
on the board during the initial 
demonstration and placed the call 
from the Mayor to the Governor. 
Training supervision was conducted 
by Chief Operator Melba Richards 
and Assistant Chief Operator 
Dorothy Nelson. 

Extensive experiments designed to 
determine the commercial adaptabil- 
ity of the service are now under 
way. It appears probable that reli- 
able transmission and reception may 
be expected up to a range of from 35 
to 40 miles and that the service will 
be most useful and desirable for op- 
erators of fleets of vehicles such as 
laundries, dairies, department stores, 
wholesale concerns, trucking com- 
panies, etc., as well as for physicians, 
salesmen and others who need to 
keep in touch with their office tele- 


phores. 


M. M. Hale, general 
commercial superin- 
tendent. 

A number of Lin- 
coln operators have 


use and is inspected by 
and receiver appear at 
is in the center. 
trol panel (under- 
(Right) The fixed 


(Left) The new radic equipmeni is received at the wareho 
Lowell Johnson, Kent Eno and Gay Henderson. A mobile transmitter 
jeft and right and the fixed receiver, now installed at Union College, 
(Center) Interior of a mobile unit showing the handset mounting and con 
neath handset), A loud speaker for signalling purposes is under the dash. 
transmitter in place on the top floor of the Sharp Building. 


with an antenna mounted on the 
fender and a hand set telephone 
mounted on the dash. The hand sets 
are of the “push to talk” type, it be- 
ing necessary to depress a button 
on the hand set to talk and to release The mobile unit at 
the recent employees 
picnic attracted much 
interest Arlene Zabel 
is placing a call to Lin- 
coln as Dee Spatz lis- 
tens in. Melba Richards, 
Lincoln chief operator, 
is viewing the proceed- 
ings at the right, Sorry, 


but the charming young 
ladies at the left were 


not identified. iQ 
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jf eee | pore a \ it for reception. A fixed trans- 
ay ae 3 Toh ie mitter with antenna is located on top 
of the Sharp Building and the re- 
ceiver and associated antenna is in 
the tower of Union College at Col- 
lege View. 


A Bit of Crab Orchard Telephone History 


We deeply appreciate the 
cooperation of Mrs. Helen 
Jones who devoted much 
time and effort in assem- 
bling the material presented 
here. Mrs. Jones donned her 
first head set in Crab Or- 
chard in 1912 and nas served 
as an operator there for 
many years since that time. 
Her familiar “number 
please” is known to prac- 
tically every citizen of Crab 
Orchard, where her name is 
virtually a household word. 


INCE the beginning of 
invention the methods of 
yesterday have given way 
to those of tomorrow and 
a curtain is drawn across a minute 
segment of time 
to mark the end- 
ing of an epoch. 
The one we write 
of here covers 
that period from 
the coming of 
S Sa / / Se 3 the telephone to 
fer Re j ie we Crab Orchard, 
ees aN Johnson County, 
Lillian Campbell Nebraska, to the 
who was chief op- 
erator in 1943-44, recent removal 
of the manual 
switchboard and conversion of the 
exchange to dial service. 


Cutovers nowadays are made 
without an undue amount of fanfare 
or excitement. At a given hour the 
subscribers are instructed to begin 
using the dial telephone and the 
older one is cut dead. The automatic 
equipment then begins to receive the 
impulses as directed by the sub- 


The original operating staff models the fashion of the 
day, Left to right: Ella Redmond, Ola Curtis, Mrs. Frank 


A. McKinzie, of the Eastern District Manager McKinzies. 


Personnel of the exchange in 1907 were, left to right, Pear] 
Dilworth, Frank Rothell, Ella Redmond, Mrs. Rothell and 
Ola Curtis. 


Left: Grace Sheik, chief operator and 
Mrs. Helen M. Jones operator, 1912. Right: 
Millie Jeffery, Crab Orchard’s first oper- 
ator, 1903. 


scribers’ dials, efficiently and im- 
personally routing them through the 
maze of contacts and relays until the 
proper line is selected, over which 
it either sends a measured insistent 
coded ring or reports back to the 
calling subscriber, in a monotonous 
buzzing voice, that the line is busy. 
The local Crab Orchard operator, 
“Number 


her oft-repeated phrases, 


picture above, 


af 8 ge 


please,” and “The line is 
busy,” now belong to his- 
tory and to memory. 


The telephone was 
brought to Crab Orchard in 
the summer of 1903 by 
Frank Rothell, who served 
as Owner, manager, trouble- 
man and night operator. L. 
E. Savell and Milt Pattenger 
assisted as linemen in erect- 
ing the original poles and 
wire, while long distance 
connections were established 
with Beatrice, Filley, Te- 
cumseh, Adams and Ster- 
ling. The first switchboard was a 
miniature affair 
and was located 
in the bank 
building, with 
Millie Jeffery 
operator. As the 
exchange grew it 
was found neces- 
sary to install 
larger switch- | 
board, and the Mrs. Bertha Sharp. 
number of oper- ia ao a 
ators increased 
with the expanding service. Mrs. 
Frank Rothell assumed the duties of 
chief operator and worked with her 
husband until his death, early in 
1908, after which she attempted to 
carry on in the operation of the ex- 
change with the aid of her brother- 
in-law, C. L. Rothell, the banker of 
Crab Orchard, but competition was 
(Continued on page 23) 


Crab Orchard was the center of a devastating sleet storm in 1913-14 
and service was restored by three gangs sent out from other parts of the 
Rothel, chief operator and Pearl Dilworth, now Mrs, John territory, They grouped together at the completion of the job for the 


(Left) The Seward folks break out in a bit of old fashioned harmony as a dinner topper-offer. That 
discordant sound that you hear no doubt is coming from the gentlemen in the left foreground. (Right) 
“Come and get it’ didn’t need any repetition as the Lincoln group lines up at the serving table. 


“That’s one on you, Mr. Waters,” ob- 
serves Jean Beck as she crowns the Lin- 
coln area commercial manager with a 
salad bowl. Lookers-on are Bill Quinn, 
Margie Lundwall, Virginia Anderson and 
Lee Schleniz, 


HE inevitable conclusion must be 

reached that folks who work for 
the L. T. and T. like picnics. Ac- 
counts of such occasions throughout 
the territory appear with amazing 
frequency in reports of correspond- 
ents appearing in “Personalities in 
the News,” and if further proof is 
needed, one has but to attend an an- 
nual employees’ picnic and witness 
the attendance. 


Waldo McDowell has his neck out as usual as the gals polish 


off second helpings. 


The Seward group lines up in a pose for the photographer. 


Lincoln Business Office and 
Seward Area Enjoy Picnics 


It isn’t often that our cameraman 
can make an appearance at such 
gatherings but last month your 
‘‘News” reporters were privileged to 
be on hand for two out-of-door get- 
togethers as the accompanying pho- 


tographic mementos will testify. 


The Lincoln Business Office folks 
gathered at Robert’s Park and the 
Seward Area people at Seward’s 
beautiful municipal park. Everything 
that goes to make a successful out- 
ing was very much in evidence with 
heaping platters of fried chicken def- 
initely holding the spot light. Games, 
contests and the inevitable song- 


fests constituted 
the schedule of 


entertainment. 


It really isn’t as bad as it looks, folks. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Haberman are just 
indulging in a match box passing contest. 
Enjoying the performance are Stella 
Sowers, Bernice Mueller and Paul Haith, 


Area Manager Chris Haberman of 
Seward had an added incentive for 
celebration, the occasion by coin- 
cidence marking his fortieth anni- 
versary of service in the telephone 
industry. 


Three Supervisory Appointments Announced 


Dan W. Smith 


INE appointments to supervisory 
- positions in the Plattsmouth and 
York areas and the Wymore ex- 
change were announced last month. 


Adrian M. Newens becomes the 
area manager at Plattsmouth, where 
he will have charge of plant and 
commercial operations in the Platts- 
mouth area, which comprises the ex- 
changes of Plattsmouth, Weeping 
Water, Louisville, Murray, Elm- 
wood, Murdock and Nehawka. He 
assumed this position on September 
1, succeeding W. L. Eckles who has 
served as area manager since 1942. 
Mr. Eckles is retiring temporarily 
from active service because of ill 
health and has moved to Nelson 
where he will establish his residence. 


Lloyd W. Cleveland was named 
area commercial manager at York, 
taking over the position formerly 
held by Claude W. Helm who re- 
turned to the commercial department 
at Lincoln in April. Mr. Cleveland 
will have charge of commercial re- 
sponsibilties in the exchanges of 
York, Benedict, Bradshaw, Gresham, 
McCool, and Waco. 

The position of exchange manager 
at Wymore has been placed in the 
hands of Dan W. Smith who will 
supervise plant and commercial op- 
erations in that exchange. He suc- 
ceeds Roy Mills who has taken up 


duties in the cable department at 
Lincoln. 


The three newly appointed super- 
visors have fine records of service 
with the company and their promo- 
tions come as a result of thir ability 
and experience in the telephone 
field. All three are returned vet- 
erans, having recently resumed po- 
sitions with the Company after over- 


Adrian M. Newens 


L. W. Cleveland 


seas duty with the Army. Mr. 
Newens was in the Signal Corps for 
nearly four years where he was Post 
Signal Officer at Hobbs Field, New 
Mexico, later serving with the oc- 
cupational forces in Korea, with the 
commission of Captain. Mr. Cleve- 
land served with the Army Signal 
Corps for three years, receiving an 
Overseas assignment on the Gold 
Coast in Africa on June, 1944. He 
returned in 1945 to take officers 
training at Fort Monmouth, New 
Jersey, where he received a commis- 
sion as Second Lieutenant. Mr. 
Smith enlisted in the Army in Febru- 
ary, 1941, and was assigned for of- 
ficer’s training in the Signal Corps 
at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey. In 
December, 1944, he was sent over- 
seas and saw action in England, 
France, Belgium, and Germany with 
the 193rd Signal Repair Company as 
a First Lieutenant. During the oc- 
cupation of the Rhineland, this com- 
pany received the Meritorious Serv- 
ice Award for the establishment and 
maintenance of communications. 


Mr. Newens entered employment 
with the Company as a solicitor in 
July, 1931, at Lincoln after graduat- 
ing from Drake University. He later 
held the position of salesman and in 
1936 was made assistant telegraph 
manager. He received plant training 
in 1941, returning to the commer- 
cial department in 1942 as commer- 
cial representative. 

Mr. Cleveland is familiar with 
commercial duties at York, having 


served as assistant area commercial 
manager there from 1939 to 194]. 


After attending the University of 


Nebraska, he was employed at the 
Lincoln commercial office as a sales- 
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man in 1934 and was made a com- 
mercial representative in 1938. Fol- 
lowing his service at York he went 
to Hastings as district clerk in 1941, 
returning to Lincoln as commercial 
representative the following year. 


York was the first station of em- 
ployment for Mr. Smith who began 
his work there with the Company in 
1933, with the assignment of switch- 
boardman. In 1940, he wwas trans- 
ferred to Beatrice as district clerk 
and held this position until his entry 
into the Army. He is a member of 
York Lodge Number 56, A. F. & 
A. M. and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 


Pioneer Committees 


Appointed 

IONEER activities under the di- 

rection of the newly elected presi- 
dent, Jay Pugsley, are getting off to 
a good start with the appointment 
of committee members and _pre- 
liminary plans for the year’s pro- 
gram. 

A number of social events under 
the capable leadership of Alex Geist, 
social chairman, and Margaret Lind- 
blad, women’s activities chairman, 
are in the offing beginning with the 
annual reunion in October. The 
splendid growth in membership en- 
joyed last year is expected to con- 
tinue with R. D. Andrews, member- 
ship chairman, at the helm, and the 
Chapter’s activities in other depart- 
ments will be maintained with the 
following members acting in the 
various committee assignments: 
Auditing, R. T. Ross, R. V. Clif- 
ford and R. L. Carlson; Fellowship, 
Huldah Gessner; Historical, T. S. 
Risser and Kent Eno; Hobbies, Otto 
Nelsen; Resolutions, A. B. Waters; 
Ways and Means, L. A. Stacy and 
O. L. Sturtevant; and Publicity, 
A. B. Gorman. 

Activities in the various areas of 
the Company and throughout the 
state will be in the hands of the 
same Pioneer area representatives 
who served last year. They will 
work as in the past in cooperation 
with the officers and committee 
chairmen in carrying out the various 
functions of the Chapter in their 
respective districts. 


Dial Conversions 
(Continued from page 5) 

five exchanges are on the program 
for conversion within the next two 
years depending upon the ability of 
the manufacturers to supply the 
necessary equipment. We now have 
32 exchanges which are dial operated 
and which serve nearly 37,000 sub- 
scribers out of the total of 81,047. 

Our Company holds a unique po- 
sition in the telephone industry for 
being among the first to pioneer in 
the installation of dial service. This 
was due in large measure to the fore- 
sight of Mr. Frank H. Woods, our 
first president, who, in spite of wide- 
spread skepticism at the time pro- 
ceeded with the installation of “auto- 
matic” service at Lincoln in 1904 in 
competition with the established Bell 
Company which was operating a 
manual exchange. Lincoln thus has 
the distinction of being among the 
first cities in the United States to 
have dial telephone service and the 
system here is the first successful 
dial installation in the state. Today 
the movement of conversions of tele- 
phone exchanges to dial operation is 
nation-wide. 


JOuURNEY’S END 


MRS. NELLIE HIGGINS, mother 
of Mrs. Hazel Neman of the Lin- 
coln Traffic Department, died 
July 10 in Lincoln. Funeral services 
were held in Lincoln July 14, with 
burial at Alvo. 


MR. JOHN LAMPS, father of 
Caroline Lamps of the Hastings 
Traffic Department, passed away 
July 18. Funeral services were 
held at the Zolland Funeral Home 
at Hastings, July 21. 


CHARLES VINKENBERG, father 
of Evelyn Vinkenberg of the Lin- 
coln Traffic Department, died 
Thursday, July 18. Funeral serv- 
ices were held July 21 at the Pres- 
byterian Church in Alexandria. 


ANTON J. JANDA, father of Rose 
Janda, operator at Plattsmouth, 
passed away August 13 at the age 
The present program includes the 
of 71. Funeral services were held 


Employees’ Suggestion Plan 
Brings In More Ideas 


A, E. Holt J. A. Dobbs 


IVE more suggestion di- 

vidends were awarded 
recently for ideas received 
under the new employees’ 
suggestion plan. Those re- 
ceiving the awards were A. 
E. Holt of David City, J. A. 
Dobbs, Grace MHauschild, 
George Hansen and George 


Keith of Lincoln. 


The suggestions covered 
a variety of subjects and contain 
practical and worthwhile ideas. 
Briefly they are as follows in respec: 
tive order to those submitting them: 
That federal tax applicable to dis- 
counts be added on accounts on 
which discounts have expired to 
eliminate the handling of small 
fractional balances by the Ac- 
counting Department; that terminal 
poles in certain instances be stenciled 


George Hansen George Keith 


on two sides; that the Em- 
ployees’ Benefit Plan be 
clarified with respect to one 
provision under the “Sick- 
ness and Disability Bene- 
fits,” that construction 
trucks be equipped with 
medium sized screw vice 
and vice grip pliers, and that 
a platform be placed around 


Grace Hauschila the line intermediate dis- 


tributing frame over certain 
boards in the Lincoln main switch- 
room. 

Possibly you have an idea in the 
back of your mind that you think 
would be helpful. If so, ask your 
supervisor for a suggestion blank 
and send it to the Employees’ Sug- 
gestion Committee at Lincoln. They 
will be happy to receive it and you 
may be sure it will be given careful 
and impartial consideration. 


on August 16 at the Holy Rosary 
Church at Plattsmouth. 


MRS. RITA BAKER, mother of 
Lillian Baker Lowrey, operator at 
Nebraska City, passed away 
August 16 at the age of 46. 
Funeral and burial were held in 
Nebraska City, August 19. 


MR. IVAN WAPLES, father of 
Pauline Waples of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department, passed away 
in Kansas City, August 19. Funeral 
services were held August 25 at 
the Bethany Christian Church in 
Lincoln. 


MRS. MARY HANSEN, mother of 
aif 11 fe 


Ella Hansen, night chief operator 
at Lincoln, died August 3 at her 
home in Wymore. Funeral serv- 
ices were held August 5 at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church in 
Wymore with burial at Table 
Rock. 


New Library Books 
INETEEN new books have been 
~“ added to the employees library 
in the past two months. All are fic- 
tional and include much fine read- 
ing. The library is located in Room 
219 of the General Office Building 
and all employees are invited to come 
in and check out any book they wish. 


Four Employees Hetire 


Amelia Aden 


The summer months have marked 
the transfer to the retirement pay- 
roll of four true pioneers of the in- 
dustry to further reduce the dwin- 
dling ranks of the “old timers” whose 
telephone experiences date back to 
the days when the century itself was 
young. The combined service record 
of the group reaches the amazing of- 
ficial total of more than 165 years, 
and even this figure does not com- 
pletely cover the periods of short 
term employment of some of the 
number, whose service with the in- 
dustry dates back almost to the 
‘eighties. 

Senior to all other employees in 
years of service, E. S. Fisher retired 
from the Lincoln service department 
on June 6. Mr. Fisher began his 
career with the Nebraska Telephone 
Company in 1891, working in the 
varied capacities and phases of the 
business as the problems of the mo- 
ment might demand. During the 
course of the next ten years “Ned” 
left and returned to employment 
with the Bell Company several times 
until finally, shortly after the turn of 
the century, he reached the conclu- 
sion that the telephone business was 
his life’s work. At the time of the 
consolidation of the Bell and Auto- 
matic exchanges in Lincoln he was 
serving as a troubleman. He became 
Lincoln wire chief in January 1913, 
and in May was transferred to Have- 
lock as wire chief and manager, re- 
maining there until the summer of 
1916. Obliged’ to do less strenuous 
work, he entered the geenral shop in 
1916 and in 1920 was made Night 
Supervisor, serving in that capacity 
in charge of the manual switchboard 
at Lincoln until his first retirement 


E. S. Fisher Bertha Sharp 


in 1940. Responding to the call for 
experienced workers he came back 
into active service in June 1942, 
serving until June 1945, when he 
was again forced by sickness to lay 
down his tools. 


Amelia Aden’s first telephone ex- 
perience began with her employment 
as an operator at University Place in 
1906 and remained there until the 
plant was consolidated with the Lin- 
coln exchange and converted to dial 
in 1923. After a short stay in the 
Lincoln traffic department she went 
to Wahoo as chief operator, and in 
1933 was transferred to Wilber 
where she held the position of chief 
operator until her retirement in De- 
cember 1944. She also returned to 
help out during the acute labor 
shortage in early 1945 but was 
forced to give up active service in 
July 1945. She plans to continue 
residence in Wilber. 


Mrs. Bertha Sharp was first em- 
ployed as operator by the Axtell, 
Kansas, Telephone Company and 
moved to Fairbury in July 1908 to 
accept a similar position with the 
Fairbury Telephone Company. The 
exchange was purchased by the Lin- 
coln Company in 1912, and in No- 
vember of that year Mrs. Sharp was 
appointed as chief operator, a posi- 
tion which she held alternately at 
Fairbury and Beatrice until 1931 
when she became contract chief- 
operator at Crab Orchard. In 1943 
she returned to Beatrice to serve as 
A and <1 operator until sickness, 
some months ago, made it necessary 
for her to give up her work. Her 
transfer to the retirement payroll 
was effective July 15. As an expres- 
sion of the high regard and affec- 
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tion in which she is held by her fel- 
low employees, she was presented 
with a beautiful picture at the time 
of her leavinz. She will continue 
residence at Beatrice. 


W. O. Bundy was also an em- 
ployee of the Fairbury Telephone 
Company, beginning his telephone 
career with them in May, 1904, and 
worked as a plant man at Fairbury 
until 1910 when he went to Steele 
City where he remained as man- 
ager for more than twenty years. In 
June 1931 he returned to Fairbury 
as first-class combinationman in 
which position he rounded out his 
active telephone service, on July 15 
last, with a credit of more than 
forty-two years of continuous em- 
ployment. 


V. M. Simpson Made 


Construction Foreman 


N recognition of his abilities and 

fine record of service with the 
Company, Vernon M. Simpson re- 
cently was the recipient of a promo- 
tion to the position of foreman in the 
Construction Department. 


Mr. Simpson has been with us 
since 1927 when he was employed 
at Lincoln as a groundman. Shortly 
thereafter he became a lineman and 
in 1943 assumed the duties of a sub- 
foreman in which position he has 
acted until his present status was 
reached on June 17, 1946. 


In addition to being a valuable 
man on the construction job, “Deke” 
is an athlete of no small prowess on 
the bowling alley and already has 
one eye on the calendar waiting for 
the day for the league competition 
to get under way. 


Blessed Events 
SEIS OO = Mr. and Mrs. 
ei Howard Spahnle 

are the proud 

parents of a 
ol am baby boy, John 

Conger, born 

. August 6 at the 

sf fa cur i Lincoln General 
Af: ae 

WA Hospital. Mr. 

Spahnle is the 


“pet FR Ab S le 1 
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directory compilation supervisor in 
the Lincoln Business Office. 
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Betty Roeder, of 
the Lincoln Com- 
mercial Department 
became the _ bride 
of Paul Henson, of 
the General Traffic 
Department, Au- 
gust 2 at the Com- 
munity Church of 
Colege View. Rev. 
Darrel E. Berg pre- 
formed the cere- 
mony. After a honeymoon to the Black 
Hills, both Mr. and Mrs. Henson returned 
to their work. 


Margaret West, Lincoln Commercial 
Department, and Chauncey Erickson, of 
Lincoln, were united in marriage August 
16. Rev. Gerald Kennedy performed 
the ceremony at his home. Mrs. Erickson 
will continue her work. 


Waldo McDowell, Credit Manager in 
the Lincoln Business Office, and Helen 
Rush were united in marriage July 16 
at the Chapel of Trinity Methodist 
Church. Rev. Robert Drew performed 
the ceremony. After a short wedding 
trip, the couple returned to Lincoln where 
they will reside. 

Margaret Micloski of the Lincoln Traf- 
fic Department, became the bride of Ray 
Jensen, June 24 in Ashland. The couple 
will reside in Lincoln. 


The marriage of Margaret Meder of the 
Lincoln Traffic Department and Cpl. 
Scheidt took place at Marysville, Kansas, 
August 16. Mrs. Scheidt is continuing 
her work while Cpl. Scheidt is stationed at 
the Lincoln Army Air Field. 


Lucille Harms, operator at Lincoln, 
was married to Stephen Akers at Marys- 
ville, Kansas, July 27. The couple will 
reside in Lincoln. 


Helen Ledgway of the Plattsmouth 
Traffic Department and Arthur Ofe were 
united in marriage July 26 at the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church at Hiawatha, Kan- 
sas, by Rev. Hastey. After a short honey- 
moon to Denver, they will reside in Platts- 
mouth and Mrs. Ofe will continue her 


work. 

Margory Snyder of the David City Traf- 
fic Department and Bernard Nelson of 
California were united in marriage August 
17 at the First Lutheran Church in Rising 
City. 

Erma Shonka of the Wahoo Traffic 
Department, became the bride of Al 
Bartek at a double ring ceremony per- 
formed in Presentation Catholic Church 
at Bellwood. Rev. Daniel Cooper per- 
formed the ceremony. 

The wedding of Vera Clark of the 
Auburn Traffic Department and W. §&, 
Norvell was solemnized August 6 in the 
Methodist parsonage at Hiawatha, Kansas. 


Rev. Wm. Hastey performed the cere- 
mony. 


Lucile Hailey of the Lincoln Cafeteria, 
became the bride of Leonard Matthes, 
June 29. The couple are residing in Lin- 
coln and Mrs. Matthes is continuing her 
work. 


Betty Adamson, Lincoln Cafeteria and, 
Glen Obert of Nelson were united in mar- 
riage July 6 at Beloit, Kansas. Mrs. Obert 
will continue her work and the couple 
will reside in Lincoln. 


Lincoln Bowlers 
Champing at the Bit 

EVENTY-SIX men and sixteen 

women in Lincoln have signed 
up for the approaching season of 
bowling competition and are 
anxiously awaiting the signal to lay 
the old apple down the alley. The 
teams will be arranged along lines 
similar to last season representing 
various departments although more 
teams will be in the line up this year 
because of the enlarged accommoda- 
tions of the new alleys at 9th and M 
which will be the scene of opera- 
tions. 

According to Ken Lawson, league 


president, the new alleys are well 
along in construction with the prob- 
able completion date estimated for 
the first part of October. A bulletin 
indicating the team arrangement, 
time of play and other particulars 
will be issued as soon as the open- 
ing date may be determined. 


Trunk Cable Damaged 


N unknown marksman with a 
twenty-two caliber rifle selected 
for his target last month the 100 pair 
trunk cable connecting Wahoo and 
Mead and succeeded in placing two 
shots through the sheath with seri- 
ous results. A rain following soon 
thereafter shorted out the entire 
cable and disrupted telephone serv- 
ice between Mead and the Nebraska 
Ordnance Plant located nearby for 
forty hours. G. C. Artz and C. F. 
Hutchison, cable men from Lincoln, 
were dispatched immediately to the 
scene and did a fine job of repairing 
the damage as rapidly as the nature 
of such work would permit. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Lant 
Celebrate 40th Wedding Anniversary 


R. and Mrs. W. C. Lant of Ne- 


braska City were pleasantly 
surprised on the evening of their 
40th wedding anniversary on August 
22 when they arrived home from a 
dinner at the home of their son, 
Clifford, and found the house full of 
their telephone friends. Plans for 
the surprise party were laid carefully 
and far in advance and the unsus- 
pecting Billy and his wife attended 
the dinner with never a thought of 
what might await them upon their 
return. The warmth of their recep- 
tion and the expressions of good 
wishes and congratulations left no 
room for doubt as to the affection in 
which they are held by the telephone 
folks of Nebraska City. The evening 
was spent with games and reminisc- 
ing, concluding with refreshments. 
Mr. Lant is one of our most valued 
employees. His enviable record of 
service dates to 1905 and he has de- 
voted his life since that time to the 
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Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Lant 


telephone business. With the excep- 
tion of a short term with the Auto- 
matic Telephone Company from 
1908 to 1910 he has served continu- 
ously with our Company holding the 
positions of cable splicer and wire 
chief. He has been at Nebraska City 
since 1922 and at present is a so- 
licitor-collector in the commercial 
office. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom it Is Fur- 
nished Without Charge. 


A. B. Gorman, Editor 
J. H. HartTuey Assistant Editor 
Publication Office. Room 200. 
1342 M Street, fuincoln, 1, Nebr. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


Ambassadors of 


Good Will 
|B ye you ever stop to think that in 
the eyes of the customers you 
serve, you are the Telephone Com- 
pany? In every contact that you 
have with the public the customer 
receives impressions and forms 
opinions concerning our service, 
policies and practices on the basis 
of your explanations and statements 
and the manner in which his particu- 
lar case is handled. 

At the present time, the all im- 
portant objective of maintaining 
friendly and cordial relations with 
the public is beset with unusual and 
difficult obstacles. In the face of 
unprecedented demands for both long 
distance and exchange telephone 
service, we must work with inade- 
quate switchboard and circuit facili- 
ties and shortages of cable capacity, 
telephones, central office equipment 
and badly needed materials. This 
adds up inevitably to delays and 
disappointments in our ability to 
supply service. 

We are making every effort to ob- 
tain and install circuits and equip- 
ment which will bring our service 
up to its usual high standard. This, 
however, will take time and it is 
estimated that at least another year 
will be required. In the mean time 
we will continue to do our very best 
with the facilities that we have at our 
disposal. 

The situation presents a definite 
challenge to our abilities. Our cus- 
tomers have learned to take good 


telephone service as a matter of 
course and it is difficult for them 
to understand why they cannot con- 
tinue to receive it. The answer, of 
course, is the proper presentation of 
the true facts and this is where you, 
as representatives of the Company, 
truly become “ambassadors of good 
will.” 

A straightforward and intelligent 
explanation of our position coupled 
with a friendly and understanding 
attitude toward the customer's prob- 
lems and a sincere desire to be help- 
ful will go far in cementing cordial 
public relations. The success of the 
Company and the welfare of its em- 
ployees is dependent upon this at- 
tainment. 


New Company 
Physician Appointed 


HE appointment of Dr. Lawrence 

E. Finney as the Company 
physician was announced last month 
by J. H. Agee, vice president and 
general manager. Dr. Finney is a 
prominent Lincoln physician and the 
proximity of his offices at 323 South 
14th Street adds to the appropriate- 
ness of his appointment. 

He succeeds Dr. George Misko 
who has acted in this capacity for the 
past 18 years. The offices in the 
General Office Building formerly ac- 
commodating the medical depart- 
ment will be converted to traffic use. 


A Hobby That Enriches The Lives Of Uihers 


die hobby of F. J. Coil, recently 
retired from the Lincoln Service 
Department, is one from which he 
derives much enjoyment and which 
gives much pleasure and appreciation 
to others. He has al- 
ways been a great 
lover of flowers but 
until recently his life 
on a ranch left him 
little opportunity to 
indulge in his favorite 
pastime. During the 
past six years, how- 
ever, he has kept a 
flower garden which 
is indeed one of the 
beauty spots of Lin- 
coln. Blossoms of end- 
less variety and hue 
extend over the entire 
corner of 17th and L 
Streets and attract the 
attention and compli- 
ments of many passers-by. 

If proof were needed of his horti- 


won this year at the Nebraska State 
Fair would be ample evidence. Top 
honors were awarded for his entries 
of gladioli, zinnias, and two varieties 
of cockscomb. Perhaps his most un- 
usual flower, however, is the fland- 
ers poppy which is rarely seen in 
this area. The seeds for the plants 
were brought to him by a soldier 
who obtained them in the Flanders 
region of France. 
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Mr. Coil believes in sharing the 
pleasures of his hobby with others 
in warm testimony of which is the 
following excerpt from the bulletin 
of the St. Paul church written by 


A glimpse of F, J. Coil’s flower garden at 17th and L 
Streets in Lincoln, Enjoying the flowers with him are his 
wife and sister-in-law, Mrs. Hunter of Ames, Iowa. 


Rev. Virgil A. Anderson: “In be- 
half of the children in the church 
school, I want to speak a word of 
appreciation to Mr. F. J. Coil. Mr. 
Coil is a great lover of flowers and 
each Sunday morning prepares a 
little bouquet for every child in the 
church school. This has become 
so much a tradition that now chil- 
dren begin looking in the halls for 
him to come with his flowers. This 
kindness is a-service that all of us 
appreciate and for which we thank 


Mr. Coil.” 
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Janice E. Brown Frances Duryea 


Cashier Chief Operator- 
Hebron Cashier, Dawson 
Accounting 


Pickard, Helen M., machine operator to 
advanced clerical. 


Commercial 
Brown, Janice E., clerk to cashier, Hebron. 
Cleveland, L. W., com’! representative, 
Lincoln, to area com’! manager, York. 
McLain, Lena, clerk to cashier, Auburn. 
Rohrer, Beatrice, advanced clerk to 
cashier, Hastings. 
Non-Fuctional 
Newens, Adrian, com’! representative, 
Lincoln, to area manager, Plattsmouth. 


Smith, Dan W., district clerk, Beatrice, to 
manager, Wymore. 


Plant 


Aydelott, D. E., auto mechanic to car in- 
spector, supply. 

Eisenbarth, John L., lineman, construc- 
tion, to shopman, supply. 

Hansen, Leslie G., lineman to combina- 
tionman, service, York. 

Henderson, Gay T., shopman, supply, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 

Kermoade, Charles H., groundman, serv- 
ice, Auburn, to lineman, construction. 

Kruse, Fred, lineman to groundman, con- 
struction. 

Madson, Theodore, truck driver to 
groundman, construction. 

McClure, Charles, groundman to lineman, 
construction. 

Mills, Roy E., manager, Wymore to cable 
splicer, construction. 

Neal, Gordon, combinationman, Beatrice 
to combinationman, Fairbury. 

Schemmerhorn, Earl, combinationman, 
Beatrice to combinationman, Fairbury. 

Simpson, Vernon, sub-foreman, to con- 
struction foreman, general plant. 

Stock, Charles, combinationman, service, 
Auburn, to groundman, construction. 

Wedgwood, Boyd, shopman, supply to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln, 


Traffic 


Clatonia, to A operator, Fairbury. 
Anderson, Bertha, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Superior. 


Frieda Hoffman Lena McLain 


Ass‘t Chief Opr. Cashier 
Hastings Auburn 


Barnhart, Dora M., A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Beasterfeld, LaVerne, A operator to A&L 
operator, Tecumseh. 

Bennett, Dean, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Auburn. 

Bowen, Artis, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, York. 

Brogan, Shirley, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, David City. 

Brotherton, Helen, A&L operator to desk 
operator, Hastings. 

Brown, Phyllis J.. A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Plattsmouth. 

Cain, Alma M., A operator to A&@L opera: 
tor, Nebraska City. 

Case, Eileen,A operator to A&L operator, 
Plattsmouth. 

Cerveny, Ella, A€&L operator to desk op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

Chinnock, Helen, A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, DeWitt. 

Claussen, Darlene, A&L operator, Fair- 
bury, to A&L operator, Beatrice. 

DeBord, Helen F., A€&’L operator to desk 
operator, Fairbury. 

Duryea, Frances, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Dawson. 

Emerson, Patricia A., A operator to A&L 
operator, David City. 

Erdkamp, Patricia, A€&*L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Exeter. 

Fritsch, Joyce, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Nebraska City. 

Fyfe, Donna F., A operator to A&L op- 
erator, David City. 

Gary, Bernice, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Hastings. 

Gerloff, Margaret E., A operator to A@L 
operator, Hastings. 

Habben, Rosetta C., A&L operator to 
A&L supervisor, Hastings. 

Hendrickson, Ida, A operator to A&L 
operator, Auburn. 

Henson, Paul, warehouseman, supply, to 
advanced clerical, general traffic. 

Hibbler, Wynona J., A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Hoffman, Frieda, A&L supervisor to as- 
sistant chief operator, Hastings. 

Hophen, LaNora, A & L operator to A&L 


supervisor, Hastings. 
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Ce ~ 
Hazel Nichols 

Evening Chief 

Opr., Lincoln 


Vernon Simpson 
Const, Foreman 
General Plant 


Itzen, Bernice, desk operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 

Jantzen, Mildred, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Johnson, June E., L operator to L super 
visor, Lincoln. 

Leslie, Beryl, desk operator to assistant 
chief operator, Fairbury. 

Lewis, Barbara, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Ashland. 

McMahon, Arville, L operator to L super: 
visor, Lincoln. 

Myers, Edna, A operator to A&L opera: 
tor, Auburn. 

Neugebauer, Gladys, chief oper.-cashier, 
Crab Orchard, to A operator, Auburn. 

Nichols, Hazel, L supervisor to evening 
chief operator, Lincoln. 

Ormand, Mary, A&L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 

Phillips, Lorraine, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Puckett, Elva, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Beatrice. 

Rawlings, Dorothy, A operator to A&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Rhoads, Arideen L., A&L operator to 
A&L supervisor, York. 

Richards, Donna, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Wahoo. 

Robson, Virginia, A operator ot A@L op- 
erator, York. 

Roehrs, Norma, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, York. 

Schomaker, Carla, L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 

Shock, Janice L., A operator to A&@L op- 
erator, David City. 

Simons, Helen, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Stutz, Eva, NA®&L operator to A®&L op- 
erator, Hebron. 

Talbot, Jeanne, A&L operator, Table 
Rock to L operator, Lincoln. 

Thompson, Mary, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Vale, Dorthea, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Superior. 

Wallin, Doris, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Wahoo. 

Watson, Evelyn, NA&L operator to A&L 
operator, Wymore. 

Wilcox, Jeanette, A operator to AGL op- 
erator, Nebraska City. 


W. L, Eckles J. A. Mason 
Plattsmouth Hastings 
30 Years 30 Years 


B, J. Sievers 


G. O, Seaton 
Lincoln Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


Forty-Three Years 
B. R. Overcash, Lincoln. 
Forty-I wo Years 
C. H. Liebhart, Lincoln. 
Forty-One Years 
C. E. Cummings, C. L. Walker, 


Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 


C. J. Olson, Osceola. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Vernon Campbell, David City; J. A. 
Dobbs, Lincoln; Chris Haberman, Seward, 
Effie Smith, Tecumseh. 
Thirty-Six Years 
Laura Douty, Seward; C. G. Hedstrom, 
F. L. Tefft, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
H. F. Apking, Hebron. 
Thirty-Two Years 
J. M. Hobson, Ernest Wedgwood, 
Lincoln; Sophia Windels, Syracuse. 
Thirty-One Years 
G. S. Cruickshank, Wahoo. 
Thirty Years 
W. L. Eckles, Plattsmouth; J. A. Mason, 
Hastings; W. H. Spurlock, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, J. L. 
Lyne, H. C. Smith, Lincoln: W. A. 
Letellier, Nebraska City. 
Twenty-Eight Years 


Catherine Daugherty, E. L. Martin, 
Donald R. Smith, Lincoln. 


W. H. Spurlock Eva Davis 
Lincoln Weeping Water 
30 Years 25 Years 


Vivian Kinney M, C. Walker 
Auburn Hastings 


20 Years 20 Years 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Frank Kubat, Harold Whitney, Su- 
perior; Hattie Marquardt, York; Stella 
Stanley, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Six Years 


Carolina Iwohn, Clatonia; G. W. Jahn, 
Hugo F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 


Rose Fankhouser, Humboldt; Eva 
Davis, Weeping Water: L. H. Pierce, 
Lincoln. 

Twenty-Three Years 

R. H. Gray, Weeping Water; Edith 
Mattson, Stromsburg; W. C. Maxfield, 
H. M. Studier, Lincoln; W. M. Mouden, 
Osceola. 

Twenty-Iwo Years 
N. Mae Hunt, Lincoln; Lydia Kriegs- 


hauser, Seward. 


Twenty-One Years 
Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
R. D. Andrews, G. O. Seaton, B. J. 
Sievers, Lincoln; Vivian Kinney, Auburn; 
Ruth Koukal, Plattsmouth; M. C. Walker, 
Hastings: Vey Warren, Beatrice. 
Nineteen Years 
G. E. Damon, Humboldt; E. T. Dough- 
erty, J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. Neff, George 
Walroth, Lincoln; Elsa Hornbeck, Louis- 
ville; Bessie Nippert, Ohiowa; R. J. Weis, 
Geneva. 
Eighteen Years 
Mayme Carroll, Shelby; R. J. Connors, 
Nebraska City; C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings; 
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L. H. Pierce R. D. Andrews 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 20 Years 


Helen Hillyer 
Friend Geneva 
15 Years 15 Years 


Hotilda Eurich 


W.R. Knee, Lincoln; Alex Pauley, York. 
Seventeen Years 
V. B. Musselman, Ruth Straka, Mar- 
jorie Whiting, Lincoln; F. D. Nave, Fair- 
bury; Dora Plessel, Milford. 
Sixteen Years 
Grace Brooks, Auburn; Margaret Lind- 
blad, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 
Hotilda Eurich, Friend; Helen Hillyer, 


Geneva. 
Thirteen Years 


Wilma Grupe, Lincoln; Dan W. Smith, 
Wymore; Clara Van Matre, Ashland. 
Eleven Years 
A. L. Ager, Seward; Alvina Miller, 
Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; Margaret 
Holka, Wahoo. 
Nine Years 
Beryl Leslie, Fairbury. 
Eight Years 
Margaret Jensen, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
Ruth Swanson, Stromsburg. 
Six Years 
Olga Pehrson, Weeping Water; T. M. 


Ray, Beatrice. 
Five Years 
Clara M. Anderson, Polk; Lucille Buss 
Beatrice; Jean Harter, York; J. R. Shipp, 
Delores Glover, Lincoln; Vera Sweetser, 


Fairbury. 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
Ashland 
Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent. 


Mrs. Van Matre spent her vacation visit- 
ing friends and relatives in Lincoln, Ris- 
ing City and Phillips, Nebraska... . Mrs. 
May, Ass’t. C. O., journeyed to Monrovia, 
California to visit her mother, and reports 
that she had a wonderful time. ... Shir- 
ley Dreyer and Barbara Lewis attended 
the rodeo at Sidney, Iowa... . George Pot- 
ter, brother of John Potter, manager at 
Ashland, is visiting him from Los Angeles. 
_.. Mr. Forrest Raikes of the Raikes Im- 
plement Company sent the Traffic Depart- 
ment two boxes of candy in appreciation 
of the service. 


Beaver Crossing 


We’re very proud of our office since it 
has been re-decorated: also we have a new 
oil burner and we betcha we don’t freeze 
this winter. . .. Maurine Harter spent her 
vacation in Denver, Colorado. ... Rosel- 
ma Bell had her vacation in July and vis- 
ited relatives and friends in Lincoln and 
Seward. 

David City 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


It was a beautiful day in Nebraska the 
tenth of July. The weather was fine, 
everything was fine and everyone was 
going around with a cheery face and an 
extra check tucked away in his pocket, 
which was well appreciated. . . . Visitors 
during the month of July and August were 
Mr. Thomas C. Woods, Mr. Wheeler, Mr. 
Andrews, Mr, Carlson, Miss Seymour, Mr. 
McKinzie and Mr. Keckler. . . . Vacation- 
ing has been the main topic around here, 

Miss Swann had hers in July and is 
trying to tell us she spent it out in the 
lawn, sitting in the shade, drinking lem- 
onade. ‘Lady of Leisure’ we would call 
her. We still aren’t convinced that is the 
only way she spent it, but it sounds good. 
; Ella Adkins, night operator, had her 
vacation in July. Miss Heins just came 
back from hers. She spent it in Lincoln, 
Gibbon and Omaha, Merna Stewart is on 
her vacation at present. She flew to Calif- 
ornia and by the cards sent to us she 
really goes for that California sunshine. 

. Another new operator has joined our 
force. She is Jamie Schock from out Ben- 
edict way. We all welcome her as well as 
Betty Northway, who has re-joined us 
after a little time out. One of our 
former operators, Vernetta Novell, was 
back to tell us hello one day... Miss 
Weyand did it again. She must love 
that home town of hers. She is spend- 
ing two weeks at Bellwood as relief oper- 
ator. No doubt it is nice to be home for 
a while isn’t it, Weyand? . Mrs. Melvin 
journeyed to Lincoln on a shopping spree. 
Betty Vybiral went to Fremont to spend 
a day and Miss Schock spent a week-end 
at Lineoln visiting her sisters and an- 
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other week-end at Benedict visiting her 
folks. ., We operators have been getting 
around, no foolin’. Ella Adkins and Miss 
Swan have been indulging in some motor- 
cycle riding. Is that better than driving 
that blue ‘“‘Chevy’’, Irene? What is this 
news about you investing in a motorcycle? 
The girls think it should be a “red one’”’. 
Irene Humlicek and Miss Weyand both 
went for joy rides on them, How about it 
girls, do you think it will ever take the 
place of the horse? Mrs. Conrad has 
been providing our office with some beau- 
tiful flowers from her garden and we really 
appreciate them, . What is this about 
Miss Aden getting stuck in the gravel? 
He is a truck driver, isn’t he, Nadine? No 
doubt he is a nice guy too... . Every- 
body’s doing it these days—Margory Sny- 
der took the fatal step Saturday afternoon. 
Guess she wanted to take up marriage for 


a career. Congratulations. ... O. B_ Dill 
of the Plant Department is on his vaca- 
tion at the present time, ... The men of 


the Plant Department enjoyed a steak fry 
last week. All report good food and there 
is nothing like a glass of ‘‘milk”’ to finish 
up a good square meal,... Mr. and Mrs. 
Vern Campbell recently returned from 
spending two weeks visiting their daughter 
and husband at Berkeley, California and 
returning via Las Angeles. 


Louisville 


Louise Thurman started her vacation 
August Ist and is visiting friends at Sheri- 
dan, Wyoming. . . . Georgia Rogers is the 
new A & L Operator. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Vacations! Vacations! Miss Bader says 
she had a wonderful time visiting relatives 
and meeting new friends in St. Louis and 
Chicago. Mrs. Placek took one week of 
her vacation. She mentioned something 
about going 150 miles to a dance, My, 
what some people won't do! Ha! Mrs. 
Tackett and Miriam Haase are both on 
their vacations. We'll have to wait ‘til 
they come back to see where they have 
been. Betty Johnson tells us she had a 
perfect time in the mountains of Colo- 
rado, She surely has a _ beautiful tan. 
Josie Shoemaker is back from her quiet 
vacation which she spent at her home, 
just taking it easy. Velma Abker is also 
back from her vacation. She tells us she 
spent a week-end in Geneva. Lois Barta 
is back after a short time off at Camp 
Shelton, and is leaving us to attend Wes- 
leyan University at Lincoln. Good luck, 
Lois. Etta Staack has a diamond. Con- 
gratulations and best wishes, Etta. 
Alma Cain and Jeanetta Wilcox have com- 
pleted their long distance training. Mary 
Bartyzelle has been busy teaching Mrs, 
Dorothy Rawlings and Joyce Fritsch the 
long distance ropes but now they have 
completed their toll training. Good luck, 
girls. Mary Tackett has a new local 
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student, Marian Frerichs, Welcome to 
our gang, Marian. ... We had a few other 
travelers. ‘“Jeannie’’ Bray traveled to 
Omaha, Betty Balfour and Maxine Mey- 
er svent a full day shopping in Lincoln. 
They also spent a week-end at Dunbar 
recently with Betty’s parents, Etta Staack 
left Nebraska City for California to visit 
some relatives. We received a card from 
her and she seems to be having a wonder- 
ful time. Miriam Haase went to Omaha 
recently ... Kathryn Owens had visitors. 
Her brother and wife from Minnesota 
spent a few days with her and her par- 
ents. ... We had visitors, Mrs. Wynn, F. 
E. Behm and Mr. McKinzie. Come again. 

_. We have some bathing beauties, Those 
who have been swimming are Joyce Frit- 
sch, Veda Harris, Etta Staack, “‘Pat’” Mc- 
Cormick, ‘Jeannie’ Bray and Norma Gore. 
_.. Veda Harris spent a week-end at Fair- 
bury. From the smile on her face she had 
a good time. ‘Jeannie’ Bray, Violet 
Peterson. Mrs. Peterson and Maxine Mey- 
er attended a small birthday party given 
by Betty Balfour in honor of her birthday, 


She received some nice gifts... . 
Mrs. Placek has been’ promoted to 
night training, Congratulations. Mrs. 


‘““Snooks’”’ Smith is back on day duty after 
several months of night duty. Mary Huber 
and Mrs. Placek have been taking her 
place. .. , We wish to extend our deepest 
sympathy to Mrs. Lillian Baker Lowrey, 
whose mother passed away several days 


ago... . Etta Staack’s brother has been 
on the sick list. Hope he is better by 
now. ,.. From the Plant Department— 


Ivan Livingston spent his vacation fishing 
in Minnesota. Other vacationers were 
Gregory Durr and George Placek. John 
Ruppel is on his vacation—supposed to be 
fishing!! Roy Ojers also did some fishing 
in Minnesota on his vacation, From all re- 
ports the fishing was bad. To us that 
sounds like a fish story. ... Mr. Helfer 
is back after spending a vacation in West- 
ern, Kansas. Ralph Connors was in Omaha 
several days going to school to study 
equipment which will be used by the 
Great Lakes Pipe Line Company.... ‘‘Pat”’ 
MeCormick, Norma Gore and Mrs. “Dot- 
tie’? Waters were fortunate to see Henry 
Busse while he was in Omaha. ... Mary 
McKenzie, a former operator, has received 
her discharge from the WAVES. Welcome 
home, Mary! 


Platismouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


H. D. Ash started his vacation July Ist 
and spent most of his time with his fath- 
er Wm. Ash, who was in the Bryan Mem- 
orial Hospital at Lincoln. Mr. Wm. Ash 
was in a ear accident. Mr, and Mrs. 
R. H. Humiston and daughter Novita spent 
the week-end of June 22 at Hardy, Nebras- 
ka. . | . Rose Janda returned home June 
2) from St, Catherine’s Hospital in Omaha 
Where she had been recovering from an 
operation performed Tuesday, June 25th. 


Rose returned to work July 16 and we are 


glad to have her back, ... Mrs. Thelma 
Tritsch spent Monday, July 29, shopping 
in Omaha. . , . Georgia Tartsch spent the 
week-end of July 27 in Omaha shopping 
and visiting... . Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Eck- 
les celebrated their 25th wedding anni- 
versary July 25, which was also Mrs, Eck- 
les’ birthday. . Mrs. Hilda Fitzgerald 
spent several days the latter part of July 
in Chicago visiting friends and had a won- 
derful time in the windy city... . Mrs. 
Alyce Sharpnack started her vacation July 
8. She and her son Jerry spent most of 
the time in Lincoln visiting. Alyce also 
visited the Lincoln office. ... Mrs. Paul- 
ine Reckard started her vacation July 22 
and spent part time visiting in Weeping 


Water. .. Phyllis Brown spent the week- 
end of August 3 in Omaha visiting friends. 
Seward 


Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


Picnics and vacations seem to be the 
most “talkative subjects’, this month. 
Laura Douty spent her two weeks vaca- 
tioning in Colorado Springs and other 
points of interest. While there she at- 
tended a family reunion. It was quite a 
gala celebration. “Baldy’’, Art Balderson, 
spent his vacation fishing in Canada and 
Minnesota. Ivan Haith spent his vacation 
visiting and resting up... . Martha Merz 
spent her vacation, July 8, to 21st, inc., vi- 
siting “Little Billy and Mary” and the 
Machmuellers in Norfolk. While there Eu- 
gene, James and Kathy Merz from Spok- 
ane, Washington, came to visit....On July 
24, Martha and Beata Merz were called to 
Spokane, Washington on account of the 
death of their sister-in-law. .. . On Aug- 
ust 9 the Seward bunch were hosts to a 
Seward Area picnic at the park. Twenty- 
four attended with four girls from Milford 
as guests. The “eats’’ consisted of fried 
chicken and all the trimmin’s and boy 
was it good!!! Mr. Gorman and Mr_ Hart- 
ley also motored up and were the guests 
from Lincoln. Of course, you can imagine 
what a picnic is like with Hartley and his 
“flash bulb’ and Gorman and his ‘wise 
cracks’’—Yes, Hartley took some pictures. 
Bingo “‘under the lights’ was the diver- 
sion of the evening. To add to the attrac- 
tion, Ager’s little offspring, Judy, and 
Lowell, Ivan’s little boy, finished up the 
chicken bones by taking turns licking 
on them, of course their fathers preceeded 
by devouring all the ‘‘goody” off the 
bones. _..A gang from Seward attended 
the employees’ picnic at Capitol Beach in 
Lincoln and ali reported a wonderful 
time, . _ . One of our operators recently 
gave herself quite a shock. Being rather 
busy aS we are these days, she blurted 
out “B.O.”’ innocently instead of the us- 
ual “By’’ for a busy number. She didn’t 


Looking very much at home be- 
hind the glaring sign is Ralph Wait 
of Hastings, The former ‘’Dine and 
Dance” establishment was _ con- 
verted to use during the McCool 
cutover as office and storage quart- 
ers. “After all, a guy has to have 
a place to work, doesn’t he,”’ quer- 
ies Ralph. 


need a sonavox to accompany her 
either, ‘“Jonsie’’, I wonder what you 
were thinking about. .. . Opal 
Hegeholz visited her parents in 
Schuyler on August 20 and also 
attended the circus. . . . Helen 
Greiner spent Thursday, August 15, 
shopping in Lincoln... . Mrs. Haf- 
emeister spent her vacation July 
Ist to July 15th ine. visiting her 
son Ed Hafemeister in Conroy, 
Iowa. . . . Chris Haberman is a 
grandfather!!! Gary Michael was 
born on July 10 at Sioux City, Iowa 
to Mrs. Frances Treinen, daughter 
of Mr. Haberman, Congratulations 
and best wishes. 


Syracuse 
Sophia Windels, Correspondent 


Marjorie Dunbar spent her vacation in 
Boulder, Colorado. Mrs. Lockhart is va- 
cationing in Omaha and Marshaltown, 
Iowa, . . . Darlene Johannes visited rela- 
tives in Denver in July... Miss Windels, 
Mariorie Dunbar and Darlene Johannes 
attended the company picnic at Capitol 
Beach. . .. Alice France svnent several 
days visiting in Crete. ...Mr Agee and 
Mr. Noble were recent visitors at our 
office. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Vacations were in full swing during July 
and August, July vacationers from Wa- 
hoo were George Cruickshank, who spent 
two weeks at Hyas, Canada. Mae Beaty 
of the Traffic Department, spent one week 
in Denver, Colorado from where she took 
in all the mountain trips. We thought her 
neck was somewhat longer with her head 
tilted back from looking up... . Dewey 
Olsen just hung around home and came 
back very tired. ... Mrs. McKinzey, our 
chief operator from Cedar Bluffs, was 
called to Sidney, Nerbaska on account of 
the death of her brother-in-law, July 4th 
and remained there two weeks. ... Aug- 
ust vacationers from the Traffic Depart- 
ment were Margaret Holka, our night 
operator, who visited relatives in Illinois, 
Hazel Hagenbuck, whose plans were very 
indefinite but we visualize her as buzzing 
here and there as only Hazel can buzz. 
Katherine Miller spent a week taking in 
the Black Hills. New faces in the 
Traffic Department are Mildred Roh and 
Alice Jean Banks, whom we welcome as 
new operators. . We expect to hear 
some very good fish stories from our 
cashier, Genevieve Johnson, who is fish- 
ing at Bemidji, Minnesota, From there 
she plans a trip to Canada and return by 
way of the Black Hills. The stories had 
better be good, Gen, Opal Allison, 
chief operator at Ceresco, is enjoying her 
vacation in Denver, Colorado. . _ . Our 
energetic manager, Ed Dorland, and well- 
known authority on golf, enjoyed playing 
in the tournaments at Norfolk and Kear- 
ney during August, We report the 
resignation of Lorraine Eberhardt of the 
Traffic Department, who has been with us 
for a number of years. She will enter 
nurses’ training at the Clarkson Hospital, 
Omaha, September 3rd. Our best wishes, 
Lorraine, we know you will do a good 
job. .. Some of you will probably  re- 
member Irma Kellgren, now Mrs. Elmo 
Morris, who was the Eastern District Sec- 
retary for awhile. She has a baby boy, 
Robert Evan, born August 13. Her home 


is in Wahoo, 
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Weeping Water 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mrs. Iva Clary started her vacation July 
17 and is visiting at Newburg, Oregon,.... 
Mrs. Lelia Fitzpatrick took her vacation 
July 29 to August 12 and is visiting at 
Falls City. Olga Pehrson left for 
California August 11 for a month’s visit. 


Lincoln Departments 


ACCOUNTING AND ENGINEERING 
DEPARTMENTS 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


“Terrible Terry’ Largent and “Your 
Ed.”’ have found several remedies for the 
heat these days. One is connecting the 
sprinkler in your back yard and sitting 
under it and another is wading in Oak 
Lake. And for an added laugh pay the 
train depot a visit, being careful not to 
track mud over the Porter’s freshly mop- 
ped floor, Then order yourself a hot dog 
and a glass of milk and you will feel 
completely refreshed. , . . Three employ- 
ees of the Accounting dept. left the serv- 
ices of the company last month. Virginia 
Miller left to join Ray Pearl’s orchestra 
as featured vocalist after winning a con- 
test here in Lincoln, Lois Penton moved 
to Denver, Colorado and Mildred Shattuck 
to California. ... “Yours Truly” recently 
received a letter from Hartley and Gor- 
man’s phenomenal friend Fielding Woods, 
and wishes to thank him for calling the 
column a ‘flawless little gem’’. He really 
glorifies things with words, But to get to 
the point Mr. Woods, we will answer your 
question, “‘what is a character?” In 
“Yours Truly’s’” opinion a character can 
be two of three things, One is a very nice, 
witty fellow whose actions are a little on 
the strange side. Number two is the in- 
tellectual dope who is so intelligent he’s 
a “crud’’, and number three is the unmen- 
tionable. Take your pick, but remember 
one of the three is supposed to be Gor- 
man, ... We wish to welcome Bud Eden 
back after his recent operation and also 
extend our sympathy to the Morrisey girls, 
Donetta and Kathryn, whose father was 
seriously injured while on a fishing trip. 
: Among the many vacationers this 
month were Gloria Zier wha was ill and 
spent her vacation at home, Elsie Powell 
spent hers in Colo Springs, Colorado, Mr. 
Lyne whiled away his time on his ranch 
and Dewey Nelson vacationed in Estes 
Park and reported the fishing wasn’t too 
good. At this writing our “social outcast’ 
friend, Bob Ross is taking it easy at Ben- 
net. We wonder what devilment he is 
up to now. ... The story of the month 
is no doubt that of Rose Rigg’s venture- 
some ride on a Put- 

Put. Need we say aaa 

more. .. . Johnny 
(Cagey) Backstrom, 
is quite a shot with 
rubber bands. This 
is the method he 
uses for killing in- 
sects that annoy 
him, We were won- 

dering if D. D. T. 
would work as well, 

.. Arlene Hensler 
is another who will 
soon be taking that 
fatal step. Congrats, 
Arlene. .. . We 


George Mann, Lin- 
coln accounting de- 
partment, believes 
in dressing for the 
occasion, His ap- 
pearance at the re- 
cent Employees 
Picnic in this garb 
practically stopped 
the show. 


This royal welcome was accorded Waldo 
McDowell of the Lincoln business office, 
upon his return from his Denver honey- 
moon, 


would also like to congratulate the Jani- 
tors on the fast job of repair work they 
must have done after the fall ‘‘Terrible 
Terry’’ and Dorothy Carlson had, outside 
the cafeteria. The dent in the floor hard- 
ly shows. Terry did a four point landing 
and is now sporting a bruised knee, while 
Dorothy is still recovering from shock, ... 
Dewey Nelsen tells us his hobby is mak- 
ing jelly. He makes jelly while his wife 
mows the lawn. 


Construction Department 
By Rosella Safranek and Barbara Kaiser 


Since both Shirley Hess and Cathie Smith 
are gone the task of writing the monthly 
news was left to us. There are quite a 
number of men who have taken their va- 
cation in July and August, Some of them 
reported to us where they were going. 
Mr. Boling went to Colorado as did Mr. 
Hedges, Mr. Combs—Montana, Mr. Bohon 
—Kansas, Mr. Moss—Wisconsin, Mr. Fos- 
ter—New York and Mr, Studier went -to 
Minnesota to fish and came back report- 
ing that “no big fish were caught” , 
Mr. Clifford has been taking his vacation 
in the afternoon’s. Mr, Schmeltzer took a 
couple of days vacation and went fishing 
with his son. We heard that they caught 
some big fish. The other men that went 
were Mr. Arngren, Baum, Burt, DeVries. 
Hibbert, Riedel, F. E. Smith, Winscot, 
Wilkinson, Hansen, Simpson, Bucknell, 
Dudgeon, Fritz, Schellenberg, Conn, 
Chambers, Imler, D. R. Smith and Pierce. 
We hope that all of these men had won- 
derful vacations. — , Maurice A, Rich- 
ards has resigned to go back to school. 
. . » We have some newcomers too. They 
are Messers, Beisner, Farmer, Kruse It- 
zen, T. R, Lyons, Stock, Kermoade, Fuller 
B, T. Hayes, Brown, Rogers, and Lewis. 
R. E. Mills was transferred here from Wy- 
more Nebraska. Thad C, Cone has 
been in the hospital and will be for some 
time. We hope he will hurry back and 
we miss him a great deal... Mr. William 
P. Conn is retiring, We bid him a hearty 
farewell and wish him a lot of success 
and happiness in the future. ... Mrs. Rose 
Kitel the former Rose Kaiser, from Falls 
City, Nebraska, is visiting in Lincoln. 
She was a former employee of this com- 


pany. . |. That’s all folks. See you next 
month. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor. 


Most everyone in our offices are either 
returning from or getting ready to leave 
on vacations. Mr. Gorman and Mr. Hart- 
ley took theirs from July 15 to 29 and both 
Stayed in Lincoln. Mr. Walroth took his 
from July 22 to August 3, and almost any 
afternoon you could probably have found 
Mr. Walroth and Mr. Gorman on the golf 


journeyed to Wisconsin during the first 
two weeks of August where Mr. Lawson 
spent his time fishing. . . . Mr. Jackson at 
the present time is either in the Black 
Hills or Colorado. He wasn’t sure exact- 
ly where he would head for, if and when 
he got his tires. . Kathryn Rood is 
now in Portland, Oregon. We’re sure she’s 
going to have a wonderful trip. ... We 
hear that Aletha Davison, secretary to 
the General Manager, will be back with us 
September 1. Aletha’s been on the sick 
list for several months and we surely will 
be glad to see her back. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


Phyllis Stolz is sporting a diamond ring 
on the third finger of the left hand. He is 
Myron Armintrout, Congratulations, Phyl- 
lis!. . The Supply Office received a new 
Friden calculator. G. T. Henderson 
and B. M. Wedgwood were transferred to 
the Shop from the Service Department. 
. -. J. Eisenbarth was transferred to the 
Shop from the Construction Department. 
. . . A welcome visitor to the Shop was 
Arnold L, Coffin, Arnold was an employee 
in the Shop and left the services of the 
Company in 1936 to take a job with the 
Wetern Electric Company in Chicago 
where he is still employed. . . . Another 
welcome visitor in the Supply Department 
was Mrs. Verda Ashford and her 11 weeks 
old son Elwyn Leanord, Jr. Verda was 
an employee of the Supply office and also 
the Associate Editor for this department. 
- ., Paul Henson was transferred from the 
Warehouse to the Traffic Department, ... 
Several chose mid summer for their vaca- 
tion time. Ben Ferguson spent his in 
California; Portland, Oregon; Spokane, 
Washington; Yellowstone Park and Mon- 
tana, - . , Merle Chamberlain vacationed 
in Yellowstone Park. . Ardell Robin- 
son visited friends and relatives in Ore- 
gon and Salt Lake. _., Ralph Culver went 
to Scottsbluff, Nebr. to visit his sister and 
from there they all went to Yellowstone 
Park. He did a lot of fishing in a lake 
near Yellowstone. Oscar Lewis was 
very pleased with the fish he caught near 
Plattsmouth, Nebraska. . . . H. M. Miller 
visited friends and relatives in different 
parts of Nebraska. W, C. Maxfield 
found fishing a very pleasant pastime in 
Thompson Lake, also, he reports he had 
a very enjoyable trip to Estes Park. ... 
Those that spent their vacations just tak- 
ing life easy includes Dick Grant, Walt 
Knudson, Charles Hansen and yours truly. 
. Ann Pavel stayed at home on the 
farm. . . , Russ Rauch vacationed one 
week at a camp at Milford, Nebraska. 
. . + Lee Adams says he went to Kansas to 
do some looking around... W. A. Rosen- 
thal worked on his house, put a new foun- 
dation under it and various other jobs. 

- . Don’t know how F. P. Condos spent 
his vacation but believe he was at home 
part of the time. ... A few are on their 
vacations at this writing, G. R. Henderson 
Is on the west coast. Jack Cox is in South 
Dakota. . . . Kent Eno is in Minnesota. 

- and Floyd Henson, but don’t know 
how his is being spent. ... John Litzen- 
berg underwent an operation August 5, 
1946. We would like to report he is 
at home now and is recovering 
nicely, . . . H. Huddleston visited 
the Warehouse on August 27. He 
looks fine and says he feels fine 
and believes he will be able to come 
back to work in the very near fu- 
ture. ... Mardi Miller left the serv- 
ices of the company on August 20 
to move to Tacoma, Washington. 
Phyllis Stolz is working in her 
place. _ |. We are sorry to report 


The Seward business office with 
Laura Douty and Bernice Mueller 
attending to the duties of the day. 
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that Russell Rauch’s father has undergone 
an operation. We hope that he recovers 
soon. . . . Air conditioning was installed 
in the ladies Rest Room at the Ware- 
house which helps to meet the unpleas- 
antness of the summer heat. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Viola Graham, Associate Editor. 


This writing leaves us with three of our 
assistant summer vacation helpers leav- 
ing us, Dorothy Deeds, Jean Fullbrook 
and Janet Wagner. They are now mak- 
ing plans for going to the University this 
fall. . |. Mr. Lloyd Cleveland has been 
transferred to York as Area Commercial 
Manager and Mr. Adrian Newens to Platts- 
mouth as Area Manager. They have been 
buzzing in and out of our Local Office 
quite a lot lately so we really think they 
might regret leaving us at least a wee bit 
and we are surely going to miss them even 
though they haven’t been back from the 
service long enough for some of us to get 
real well acquainted  .. Among our va- 
cationers this month we find Howard Spah- 
nle, the new PAPA, home with the family. 
We surely pity that poor baby if he is 
taking much care of him. _. . Bill Quinn 
journeyed to the old home town of Hy- 
annis. That is in Nebraska by the way 
just in case you haven’t seen it on the 
map. “Just a small town boy trying to get 
along,” says Bill. . . . Mr. Gore, we are 
informed, spent a lot of his time golfing 
and the rest taking it easy. . . Angela 
Pauley took the main part of her vaca- 
tion in Denver. Angela doesn’t seem to 
be talking much and we are wondering 
what all the silence means. Could it be 
that mountain climate has the best of 
you? . _.. Dick Lahr took off for the re- 
sort at Evergreen, Colorado. . . | Gen. 
Wood spent her vacation in Colorado, also. 
The main part of her vacation was spent 
in Sterling where she met her Mother. 

Say by the way Mr. Eggerss you 
surely must have given everyone a very 
good report of Denver the way so many 
have been heading for there when their 
vacation rolls around. _.. Jean Beck is 
spending her vacation visiting at home so 
she states but of course we all know the 
certain Norman is also visiting real close 
to her home, .., Mr. Parsons spent his 
vacation at home in which he states he 
just hibernated and slept. . . . Myrtle 
Hiner spent her vacation at home as far 
as we know at this writing. . . . Mrs. 
Anderson spent her vacation at home with 
Mr. Anderson... Mr. Cary spent his 
vacation visiting his daughter and family 
in Emporia, Kansas. _ . . Evelyn Pruss 
spent a few days in Ogallala, Nebraska 
visiting with her brother and family. She 
is always so enthused about her trips 
there that we are beginning to wonder if 
it is just her brother and family there. 

_. Mr, Helm spent one week at home 
beautifying the yard and garden. (Ed. 
Note: That we would like to see.) ...A 
dinner party and shower were held at the 
Italian Village in honor of Margaret West 
attended by the girls of the local office 
and a shower was held at Mary Ann Mas- 
er’s in honor of Betty Roeder... We had 
three weddings from our office since our 
last writing which were Margaret West, 
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reavements ... Mrs. Nichols has return- 

ed from her vacation spent in Boise Idaho 

and California. ... Della Wilcox is visit- 

ing relatives in Oklahoma. . Dorothy 
| Nelson and Leota Smelser report a very 
| pleasant sojourn in Denver, ... Every- 
thing seems so right about the elevator,— 
the reason being the return of Hattie Sta- 
ley who spent her vacation in Estes Park, 
Colorado. _... “W X B J, Lincoln Mobile 
Operator,” is a phrase frequently heard 
in the operating room these days. The 
installation of the Mobile Service Unit, 
under the direction of Howard Smith, is 


Beatrice 


Mary Murray, Pernal Moore, Christine Mason, 
and Leland Hodge, Correspondents. 


in the South Pacific, he received his dis- 
charge in April, Welcome Walt, we're 
glad to have you with us and hope you will 
enjoy your work. |... Mr. O. P. Knee, 
everybody’s friend and erstwhile Chief 
Installer of C.O.E., visited ‘6’? Office Aug- 
ust 23rd. On his visit to the office he ex- 
plained that he just wanted to see the 
condition of the equipment he had help- 
ed to construct and install 26 years back. 
The “6” Office equipment was installed 
in April 1923. During this installation, 
Mr. Knee was in charge of constructing : 


luck. . .. Harvesting for relatives in Har- 
land County seemed to have taken up 
most of H. S| Knudson’s vacation. 

Jess T. May spent one day of his vacation 
in Grand Island. Visited his sister in 
Missouri and took life easy resting at 
home the remainder. ... All we could 
hear from Lester Pierce was “I stayed at 
home and slept,’ he is sooo secretive. ._. 
FE. E Johnson went fishing for catfish on 
the Platte River near Memphis, A trip to 
Omaha and time spent on a farm at Davey 
made an enjoyable vacation. . . . Magda- 


Two newcomers, Jean Grover and Dar- 
lene Claussen crossed our welcome mat 
this month. Darlene transferred from 
Fairbury. We’re glad to hear that 
Dorothy Summers is recuperating from 
an appendectomy. We hope it won’t be 
Jong hefore she is back in our midst. .-. . 
Our toll students including Ileta Mumford, 
Ruth Sweitzer and Dolores Kachley show 
very promising signs, . . . We’ve had re- 


The photographer found the Stromsburg 
switchboard particularly busy but man- 
aged to snap this shot of Beverly Ahlquist 
and Edith Mattson, chief operator, as they 
attended the calls. 


Waldo McDowell and Betty Roeder. Mar- 
garet had a down pour of rain to remem- 
ber along with her wedding day, Betty 
was so excited she lost her bill fold while 
on her trip and Waldo had a nice collec- 
tion of essentials arranged on his desk 
following his return, for full particulars 
see Waldo. Mrs, Merriman brought 
quite a little excitement back to the office 
the other day with her dog “Trixie”. 
There was nothing dull about the direc- 
tory department the rest of the day... . 
From the looks of things Mrs, Whiting is 
Starting her next operator in young. Mr. 
Spahnle’s little boy was in behind the 
controls the other day helping her... . 
From what we heard the other day Mr. 
Quinn called Miss Virgil and when she 
answered he said, “Hello, Beautiful’ and 
she replied “Hi, McDowell’. Of course 
it got around the office a little later that 
you could sure tell who the wolf was by 
the reaction of the other departments... . 
Say, what is this about a lady at the 
counter calling you Madam the other day, 
Bill Quinn? .. . Mrs. Stockton has resign- 
ed after being with us for almost four 
years to move with her husband to Hast- 
ings. We are sorry to see you leave, 
Marie, but wish you much happiness in 
your new home. 


Lincoln Service Department 
By Lydia Schneider 


This is the first time we have ever at- 
tempted getting news for any paper. Our 
Associate Editor, Dorothy Miller, being on 
vacation, we will try and we hope all of 
you will use your imaginations to figure 
out what we’re going to report. Well, here 
goes, the Service Department is still storm 
conscious and since our last news there 
have been two severe ones which were 
the topie of conversation everywhere, . 
July and August were very popular 
months for vacations. Switchroom em- 
ployees taking their vacations in July and 
August were: G. M. Albury, R. S. Baldwin, 
C. H. Bottorff, Norma Burt, R. L. Dalton, 
A, E. Dulin, L. P, Livingston, I, Paddack, 
H. C. Smith, D. C. Gilmore, C. H. Palm- 
quist, V_ B. Hutchison, H. W. Stroup, C. 
C. Perryman, J. Schneider, W. P. Shuck, 
and H, F. Staley... . Service Department 
employees were: C. W. Albers, whose va- 
cation was spent cutting wheat... .R.N, 
Brendle spent most of his time at home 
except for one day in which he did quite 
some traveling and visiting friends, On 
that particular day he was in Iowa, Kan- 
sas and Missouri, also Beatrice and Ash- 
land. Good thing we don’t have gas ra- 
tioning or Roy would have been out of 


len Heser took her vacation in July. Om- 
aha was honored at Magdalen’s presence 
there for a couple of days. The rest was 
spent suffering in an awful heat wave. 
. . In July Pep Saunders was preparing 
for the new arrival at his house. The 
garage floor and part of the driveway was 
cemented. One day was spent at Linoma 
Beach with his family. _. The last of 
July and the first of August was fun for 
Rex Winders when he visited relatives in 
Colorado and Wyoming. His son, Lyle, 
traveled from Philadelphia, Pa. to Colo- 
rado to visit with his folks. . . . August 
traffic must have been very heavy on 
the highway to Minnesota, when four men 
from this department took their wives and 
drove to Minnesota to catch fish. These 
men were, B. Wanek, John Fischer, James 
E. Smith and B. Pattison. We don’t know 
what they caught, how big or how many, 
and we're afraid to ask for fear each man 
would tell a bigger fish story than the 
other. We're only kidding, fellas. 
E. T Dougherty was sick in bed for four 
days. The rest was spent visiting his 
in-laws on their farm in Roca... , Some- 
time around August 12th, there was a man 
from the Toll Test Room looking all over 
for something to do but nobody wanted 
to put him to work and he was very dis- 
contented, maybe you can guess who that 
man is. Well anyway, it was Chet Harp. 
By this time, however he is probably 
working very hard and enjoying it... . 
This vacation was quite an event for Mrs. 
May Regler, her husband and friends, oh 
yes, we musn’t forget the family dog, 
Nippy, They had ten wonderful days at 
Lake Minnewaska in Minnesota. Received 
their limit of fish, especially bass. 
Dorothy Miller and a friend from Texas 
spent every day at the races, .. . Oh, yes, 
before we forget! Your reporter had a va- 
cation in August and was happy the wea- 
ther was cool, That should complete va- 
cations for this time. ...G. B. Keith and 
P. J. Caldwell installed a C.A.X. at McCool 
and Crab Orchard. ...C. L. Walker and 
P. J Caldwell installed a C.A.X. at Bell- 
wood. ... F. P. Darnold and A. E, Dulin 
installed central office equipment at Dav- 
id City to work in connection with sur- 
rounding C.A.X.’s when installed, ... F. 
P. Darnald modified existing trunk equip- 
ment at Tecumseh to work in connection 


with the Crab Orchard C.A.X%. ...H.,. C, 
Smith has been busy installing mobile 
radio equipment... ,. The evening of Aug- 


ust 7th, a tornado visited the H. E. Jenk- 
ins farm home and as Herb says, “really 
tore things up.” ... Mrs, C, H_ Bottorff 
underwent an appendectomy August 22nd 
at the St. Elizabeth hospital... . Margaret 
Stacy started to work in the Cable De- 
partment in June, as you probably all 
remember she was former mail girl. Wel- 
come, Margie. ... Lester Livingston was 
causing quite a commotion in the Switch- 
room recently, He apparently misplaced 
his sombrero and couldn’t find it when 
suddenly it dawned on him that he left 
it in a eafe on 15th and O St., at noon. 
From all remarks received the hat wasn’t 
worth all this excitement, is that true, 
Les? ...A new man joined our depart- 
ment August 12. He is Walter W. Vidlock, 
brother to Marie Vidlock of the Account- 
ing Department. Walt was Yeoman Ist 
Class in the Navy and after serving 3 
years and 4 months, two of which he spent 
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and installing iron work, such as cable 
runways, etc. He also wired the super- 
visory panels. Mr. Knee inspected the en- 
tire equipment, after which he said to 
himself, “I knew it would give good ser- 
vice for a long time.” Mr. Knee stated he 
had not been able to go fishing this year. 
His present location is 4814 Garland St., 
Lincoln. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


It seems a long, long time since we last 
engaged in news writing, and some of our 
first notes bring reminisence of the earl- 
ier summer, and things about which we 
were all agog, a few weeks back... De- 
lores Glover and her sister spent a very 
happy vacation at a camp in the Black 
Hills, making the trip by auto, with a 
number of other young people, ... Arlene 
Zabel was also among the early vaca- 
tioners, spending the time with her par- 
ents in Kansas, . .. New classes of the 
summer include the Misses DeBoer, Te- 
Selle, Klein, Ramey, Gans, Furry & Den- 
nis with Delores Glover instructor; Misses 
Legler, Moore, Clark, Woods, Adkisson 
and Mrs’ Regner instructed by Ruth 
Marcks: Mrs. Weekly and the Misses Hol- 
ley, Stiles, Francis, Woodrum, Zuerlein, 
Waechter Mihalek Bippes Geistlinger and 
Gibbs taught by Della Wilcox and Mrs. 
Ball, Mrs. Lien, and the Misses Lamp- 
shire Bates, McCleary, and Christenson 
taught by Dorothy Grafton; also the Miss- 
es Stava, Creathbaum, Vermaas, Greer 
and Knott with Wilma Wergin instructor. 
: Mrs. Veda Nichols was called to 
Johnson by the death of her brother, . 
Margaret Lindblad is enjoying a vacation 
in Long Beach, Calif. Several dia- 
monds sparkling in our midst hint of hap- 
piness ahead. . . Among those wearing 
them are Phyllis Rising, Ardis Powell and 
Ruth Waechter, . .. Long Distance oper- 
ators necessarily so absorbed in their 
work as to admit of no distraction, were 
noted to have had difficulty keeping their 
eyes on a level with their work on a day, 
not so long ago, when the boards were 
being cleaned on top. As one girl raised 
her eyes to send over a trolley, the girl 
beside her must have been mistaken in 
thinking she heard a feminine sigh that 
sounded like “Hubba, Hubba.” We don’t 
suppose the handsome blond boy on top 
of the board had anything to do with it. 

Heard by the grape-vine that Ruth 
Straka contemplates a trip to Denver dur- 
ing her vacation, .. , Martha Kocizek has 
been appointed to the position of desk 
clerk. .. . Mary Klein spent a week-end 
with her parents in Shelby. _.. The TX 
positions have recently been changed nu- 
merically, according to position number, 
with three direct new circuits to Des 
Moines, Iowa, being installed, ... Mrs, 
Glen Trump (nee’ Maxine Bettenhausen) 
has returned to work temporarily until 
it is possible to join her husband over- 
seas, . . Seven new supervisors have 
been appointed, namely, Bernice Itzen, 
Ruth McCracken, Arvilla McMahon, Linda 
Bartels, June Johnson, Evelyn Vinken- 
burg and Mary Ormand... Wilma Wergin 
enjoyed a trip to Chicago recently. , 
We extend our sympathy to Ella Hansen, 
Mrs. Hazel Newman, Evelyn Vinkenburg 
and Pauline Waples in their recent be- 


to say the least, thrilling! The first of- 
ficial call of the Mobile Service was from 
Mayor Lloyd Marti, placed while driving 
in his car, in the country, to Governor 
Dwight Griswold at the State Capitol, and 
wes very efficiently handled by Ruth He- 
therington, who had no previous know- 
ledge concerning it. Among the other 
lucky ones participating in the Mobile 
Service Calls are Betty Hinman, Esther 
Borchers and Lillian Baker. The initial 
calls were under the supervision of Miss 
Dorothy Nelson the Assistant Chief Oper- 
ator, All records of these calls are en- 
tered in a log-book, which is kept perm- 
anently The Mobile Service Calls are 
handled and timed in the usual manner 
of long distance calls, . . . Marie 
Adkisson vacationed in Colorado 
and visited at the home of Mrs. Alvin 
Peterson, the former Irene Halverson at 
Syracuse. . Catherine Cooley informs 
us she enjoyed a complete change of 
Scenery during her vacation. . .. She’s 
now an expert in the arts of wood-work 
scrubbing, shellacing and varnishing... 
The Company picnic was attended by quite 
a number from the Traffic Dept. : 
Our Cafeteria has just been overflow- 
ing with news recently. Lucille Hailey 
was married June 29 to Leonard Matthes 
and Betty Adamson was married to Glen 
Obert on July 6. Both girls are continu- 
ing their work and we wish them all kinds 
of happiness, ... We know you all missed 
Mrs. Turner’s smiling face at the steam 
table during her vacation and she was 
dividing her time between Omaha and 
Lincoln. . Marie Reinert spent her 
vacation in Estes Park. Mrs. Norris stayed 
at home and enjoyed a visit with her 
children who came to Lincoln to see her. 
Nora Kelley visited relatives during her 
vacation and Minnie Stiber traveled to 
Missouri where she also visited relatives, 
Mrs. Watson tells us she will be heading 
for the depot soon, to spend her vacation 
in the East, but will have more details 
next month. ... We all extend our sym- 


pathy to Nora Kelly whose sister died 
recently, 


Southern District 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 


Auburn 
Lena McLain, Correspondent 


After a lengthy absence, we will try to 
stage a comeback, first of all, we welcome 
Joan Norvell as our new operator. 
Congratulations are in order for Miss Vera 
Clark who resigned August 3 and became 
the bride of W. F. Norvell on August 6 at 
Hiawatha, Kansas. .., Vacations take the 
spot light with Mr, and Mrs. Jack Little 
spending their time in Washington and 
Canada, . . . Thayer Morgan visited in 
Allen, Plattsmouth, and Kansas_ City. 
Stella Clark spent her time in Nebraska 
City, Falls City, Stella and Omaha Myron 
Birdsley and family spent part of their 
vacation in the Black Hills. . .. Farewells 
were said to Hazel Armstrong, who re- 
signed August i3th to join her husband. 

. Charles Kermode and Charles Stock 
were transferred to the Construction De- 
partment in Lincoln. 


ports from people around town of tele- 
phone gals creating a new style. Later. to 
our surprise, we learned it was none other 
than our own Chief Overator. Mrs Combs. 
who had walked a block from the office 
still wearing her headset. ... ‘‘Hev Girls. 
the Fleet’s in’? was the cry of Velda Wil- 
liams, a few days ago when her “Dick” re- 
turned from Great Lakes for a week-end 
pass, . . . August brings about more vaca- 
tions, Joyce Girl went to the ‘‘Windy City” 
for a wonderful time, Elsie Coover spent 
a leisurely two weeks at her new home. 
There is a thrill in every turn going un 
Pikes Peak, just ask Dorothy Trauernicht 
who just returned from a trip throughout 
the western states Dorothy Whitehead 
revorts a good time visiting friends and 
relatives in Montana... Marian Walker 
both pvlaved and worked. dividing her 
time between her home and visitins her 
narents in Council Bluffs, Ia. . . . Mildred 
Reethe vacationed at her home jn Elk 
Creek and at a Lutheran Church camp at 
T.exington, but that’s not all—she’s flash- 
ing a sparkler on her third finger left 
hand which will lead to wedding bells in 
October, Best wishes Mildred! Manv are 
the tales of ambitious girls who rush off 
to work one to four hours early. but leave 
it to Betty Seckman to come three and 
one half hours late. We’ve already said 
good-bye to Mary Hankins who left us to 
attend Park College at Parkville, Missouri 
following a few weeks vacation ... Re. 
eent vis‘tors from the Lincoln office were, 
Misses Allen and Thimjan, Mmes. Liver- 
more, Moris and Jansen... . Several girls 
enjoyed a watermelon feed in the park, in 
honor of Norma Tachovsky, a former 
operator vacationing here from California. 
: We belive Yehudi has ioined our 
ranks—or so it seemed when Ileta Mum- 
ford’s headset. without warning fell on 
the switchboard with a clatter—or when 
Jean Grover started answering calls onlv 
to discover the transmitter was missing 
from her headset. .. Frank Nevitt and 
wife are vacationing in “Sunny Califor- 


nia’... _ Ralph Baker was called to Om- 
aha because of the serious illness of his 
wife. . . . Harlan Gillespie is spending 


nart of his vacation at the Sidney, Iowa 
Rodeo, Mr. W. E. Macdonald reports 
cool weather in the Black Hills where he 
is spending a few weeks. . Margaret 
Lenhart recently proved her prowess as a 
golfer by reaching the finals in the Ladies’ 
Golf Tournament at the Beatrice Field 
Club. . . , We have word of the engage- 
ment of Marvel Ball to Glen Hausman. 
Marvel was a former clerk in our depart- 
ment, ... Dorothy Paulsen, recently em- 
ployed at Kaiser-Frazier in Vancouver, 
Washington is the newest employee in the 
commercial office. Welcome Dorothy. 


Burchard 


Hattie Wilcox enjoyed a two week vaca- 
tion with her sister in Deshler. ... Mable 
Dougherty took charge of the office dur- 
ing that time. ... Hattie Wilcox and Mr. 
and Mrs, W. E. Herron visited in Wymore. 


Cook 
Mrs. Ida Townsend and Dolores Finke 
were Nebraska City visitors during the 
month, .. Mary Estes spent August 22nd 


in Lincoln, Dolores Finke has returned 
from spending a restful vacation at home. 
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A note attached to this picture sent us 
recently from Superior said, ‘"No, these 
aren’t grapefruits. They are home grown 
peaches from ‘Shrimp’ Whitney’s back 
yard, Pretty nice, don’t you think?”’ The 
answer is, “We certainly do.’’ How about 
a sample, Shrimp? 


Crab Orchard 


Gladys Neugebauer returned to work 
after spending her vacation in Steinauer 
with relatives. The Crab Orchard exchange 
was converted to dial operation on Aug- 
ust 20th at 9 a. m. Mrs. Neugebauer has 
been transferred to the Auburn Traffic, 
good luck to you Gladys. 


Clatonia 


Mathilda Alpers spent her vacation vis- 
iting her niece in Arkansas. .. . Miss Al- 
pers was transferred to the Fairbury 
Traffic August Ist, 


DeWitt 


We wish to welcome Ruth V. Kreuscher 
our new operator. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Another successful picnic was a recent 
event in honor of Elizabeth Epp. who is 
moving to Tecumseh. , Elizabeth has 
our best wishes. .. . Six new faces may 
be seen in the Traffic Department, they 
are, Alvera Free, Phyllis Elliott, Velda 
Schipper, Emilie Bleich, Mathilda Alpers 
and Idonna Landis. ...A card from Long 
Beach, Calif. has finally reached us from 
Mary Jackson, She reports a wonderful 
time. . . . Edna Pflughaupt, Chief Oper- 
ator at York was a recent visitor of Lela 
Watson. ... Miss Annabell Stocker is re- 
cuperating from a recent operation in Be- 
atrice. Hope you will be back with us 
real soon. .. . Olga Friesen has returned 
from a week in Lexington. Darlene 
Claussen has transferred to the Traffic 
Department in Beatrice. _ Those am- 
bitious Traffic girls had a six o’clock 
breakfast at the girl scout cabin recently, 
; . Wonder what kind of vitamin they 
take??? Last but not least vacations are 
here. Mandane Reid spent a week of her 
vacation visiting friends in Lincoln. The 
last week she was strictly a lady-of-lei- 
sure. .. C. H, Vandevort spent his va- 
cation in Denver and Joplin, Missouri. 
J. C. Gear and wife motored to Lexington 
where they enjoyed several days of fish- 
ing, . , . Earl Schemmerhorn is vacation- 
ing in Denver. Beryle Leslie is in 
Kansas City and Helen DeBord is vaca- 
tioning at home. 

Friend 

Dorothea Heckman and Nona Brusnahan 
spent their vacation in Denver and Colo- 
rado Springs visiting and sight seeing... 
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E. M. Massie and family spent a portion 
of their vacation in Colorado. ... Jim 
Alldritt spent his vacation at home relax- 
ing, while Marie Gifford vacationed in 
Missouri. 


Humboldt 


The Scout Park was the scene of an- 
other picnic for the telephone employees, 
. . , Emma Lee King is spending her va- 
cation at home. ...A new member has 
been added to our operating force, Betty 
Lou Herr. We’re glad to have you with 
us, Betty. 


Peru 


Hope Adams spent a very pleasant va- 
cation in California, Missouri and at the 
Lake of the Ozarks. 


Steinauer 


Mr, and Mrs, Fred Davis left July 21st 
on a two weeks vacation. They visited 
relatives at Sidney and then went to 
Cheyenne where they attended the “Front 
ier Days”, they also visited relatives in 
South Dakota. 

Sterling 


Ruth Aden spent her vacation at home. 

. . Barbara Ann Benson visited in Lin- 
co'n and Tecumseh, and Esther Fritz spent 
several days in Nemaha and Peru. 


Table Rock 


Flsie Wenzbauer resigned recently to 
take up the cares of the housewife. We 
welcome Erma Prochaska and Bernice 
Oellerich who have donned headsets. 


Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent 


Our welcome mat is out to Kathleen 
Drake, our student operator. Glad to 
have you with us Kathleen. . . . Edna 
Ragon and Hilda Ramsey spent their va- 
cations at home. _ . Mrs. Mary Fowler 
and daughter flew to Ames, Iowa, July 
21st with friends returning in the even- 
ing. . . . Laverne Beasterfield visited her 
parents at Cook several times and attended 
the Talmage Picnic August 15th. Also, 
Jerry Murphy attended the Talmage Pic- 
nic. |. . Ray Johnson attended the Worlds 
Fair of Aviation in Omaha. . . You can 
look in at the Skating rink any night of 
the week and find some one of the tele- 
phone gang there. The other night we 
noticed the Fowlers and Halverstadts. The 
next day was a pretty hard day for 
“Grandpa.” 

Wilber 


Betty Anthony has returned to work af- 
ter taking a vacation the hard way, first, 
she underwent an emergency appendec- 
tomy, following which she took her vaca- 
tion to recuverate, .. Anna Aden has re- 
turned to duty following a vacation spent 
visiting friends and relatives about the 
state... . Mrs. McElroy is vacationing in 


Colorado, ... Lloyd Miller spent one week 
of his vacation constructing buildings and 
otherwise landscaping his recently ac- 
quired estate in the north part of town. 
... Gur agents were unable to learn Lu- 
mir Vosika’s vacation plans, but we sus- 
pect that the family and the Plymouth 
are included in them... . Elizabeth Reck- 
er has resigned to accept other employ- 
ment in Lincoln. Sorry to see you 
leave, Elizabeth. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Fairmont 


Leone Baker spent her vacation visiting 
manv scenic spots in Colorado, traveling 
through Estes and Rocky Mountain Na- 
tional Parks. She also visited relatives in 
Rifle, Colorado ... Ethel Patrick. Chief 
Operator, enioyed her vacation with her 
daughter and family of Laramie, Wvyo- 
ming. They svent a few davs at a dude 
ranch near Jackson Hole and were at 
Yellowstone Park a week, . Virginia 
Baker spent her vacation visiting friends 
near Fairmont and made a few trips to 
Lincoln, York and Geneva. 


Geneva 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


Phvllis Most’s parents came from Ogal- 
lala to soend a few days visiting her. ... 
Wazel Drummond and Helen Hillyer are 
back to work, both having been on dis- 
ability for several weeks. . Maxine 
Franzen and Helen Hillyer spent August 
20 in York. Helen’s sister returned with 
her to spend a few days. ... A number of 
employees have taken their vacations and 
it seems that much ground has been cov- 
ered during those two weeks off duty. 
E]mer Moorhead journeyed to Los An- 
geles, and Santa Monica, California. with 
a sight seeing trip to Catalina Island. 
EFita Griffen went to Miller. Nebraska. 
Phvllis Fellows enjoyed Portland, Oregon, 
and Maxine Franzen is having a good 
time right here in the old home town... ., 
And what about Evelyn DuBois? She 
seems to be getting a lot more sleep since 
her friend has returned to Great Falls, 
Montana. 

Hastings 


Katherine Outhier, Katherine Hoover and 
Mary Ann Swanson, Correspondents. 


Vacation time is in full swing, away we 
go like birds on the wing. To the farm, 
to the mountains, to the state of Maine. 
We frolicked. we snowballed, but all in 
vain. We had to return and say “‘‘Number. 
please’. The girls who have gone include 
all of these: Sarah Wright and JoAnn 


Putnam, Mrs, Keenan, Lorraine Phillips - 


and Frieda Hoffman. The Budlers and 
Alldritt were gone for awhile but they 
were glad to come back to the girls with 
a smile Knipfe and Hahle and Arelyn 
Kort. Maybe you wonder who held down 
the fort. There were several who have 
vacationed and returned to the crew and 
then we acquired several girls who are 
new. There’s Marcella Alberts and Mar- 
ion Jones who have come to help us an- 
swer the phones. There's Marcella Vontz 
and Dorothy Kahn, two of the _ nicest 
you've ever seen. Ada Hammond, Eunice 
Spencer are new to the force, Pat Jur- 
ensmeier, an old-new one we must count, 
of course. Gary and Gerloff have moved 
down the line from local to toll and they 
like it fine. It’s farewell we've bid to some 
of our crowd, our praises for their services 
ring high as a cloud. Konen, Madsen, Nuss, 
Chrisman and Saunders have gone. We 
hope they'll have luck and plenty of fun, 
That’s all for the operators coming and 
going, and now for the reaping of all of 
our sowing; Mattie Peterson is praying 
for snow very soon so she can wear her 
fur coat, and it’s not a racoon. Somehow 
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we know that gum can be bought. ‘Ask 
some of the girls if they have been caught. 
Doris Ground’s big smile is heard in her 
“please’’, It’s caused by brother Bill com- 
ing home o’er the seas. Minnie keeps busy 
marking tardies each dav. ‘The alarm 
clocks don’t ring’’, we heard Osterthun 
say. Irene Jurgensmeier worked on rural 
in a rush. a reverting cal] is what caused 
her to blush, She answered the number 
in the panel to the riseht. turned to the 
Jeft. number busv. and then in a fright 
she saw what she’d done but the man on 
the line reminded her to ring, and the 
very next time Irene works on rural to 
help out in a rush she’ll know how to 
ring with ’nary a blush. Dorothy Osterthun 
lifts the receiver upside down to her ear. 
She answered and answered but not a 
sound did she hear. Betty Bennet’s inter- 
est is in hall games. we have been told. In 
case you attend the game some night, 
watch center-field for Bettv’s delight. We 
work and we play, we laugh and we smile. 
Our gang at Hastings make life worth 
while. Now, if vou don’t like our nosev 
rhyme. just trv writing the news along a 
new line ... Vacations have found mem- 
bers of the commercial office seeing the 
sights of the cities with T.onis Goldenstein 
having visited friends in Nenver. Rerniere 
Wvman and her husband motoring to Salt 
Lake Citv and Bee Rohrer snending a 
week in Kansas Citv. During these va- 
cations, Miriam Griess. former Cashier at 
Hebron, filled in. much to the pleasure 
of “husband-to-he”’ who resides here. Just 
to make him alJl the hapnvier. Miriam has 
transferred to Hastings to replace Mary 
Ann Swanson, who plans to attend the 
University this fall In fact Al found it 
so nice having her in Hastings that he 
even begrudged her the two weeks vaca- 
tion she spent at her home in Sutton... , 
Lois Goldenstein, on return from her va- 
cation, was greeted by a diamond for her 
left hand, As of Sentember 6 there will 
be a plain band beside it when Lois be- 
comes Mrs. Joe Smith, Jr. ... Bee Rohrer 
is willing to wager that Bettv Hager will 
set her wedding date up again but Betty 
declares that September 29 is final. In- 
cidentally, she is very pleased because 
her Grandfather came from Indiana to 
make his home at Sutton, Therefore, he, 
being a minister, will be able to make the 
tie for Bob and Betty. ... Wonder of won- 
ders—both of these gals have a place 
to live! Jim Dudgeon has been host to 
son Bernard and his wife of Falls City and 
daughter Loretta and her husband who 
are enroute from Oklahoma City to Sac- 
ramento, California. Don’t ever believe 
Jim isn’t the proud papa! . “Hank” 
Wentink spent several days of his vaca- 
tion in Omaha where his daughter, Mrs. 
Charles Little, underwent an emergency 
operation, . . . Bill Cummings really had 
the girls in the commercial office trying 
to fool the public during a recent dis- 
count period. Bill brought down a huge 
yellow flower which he professed to be 
an oversized dahlia. To the queries of 
the customers, the girls innocently main- 
tained it was a dahlia. Upon telling Bill 
how dubious the customers were, he 
could easily understand it for he had just 
been kidding us. It was a seedless sun- 
flower. .. . After literally dragging poor 
Ralph Wait out to the Jr, Legion tourna- 
ment, Chuck Salisbury proved to the 
crowd that all the ball payers weren’t 
out on the diamond when he made a sen- 
sational catch of a fly ball, Incidentally, 
there were so many of the Telephone Co 
employees at the tournament that it look- 
ed like a mass meeting in the bleachers. 
Ralph Wait was always too busy to go but 
somehow he always showed up out there 
every night. ... A case of “passing the 
parking ticket’’ resulted in quite a back- 
fire on local police when they went to 
riding Jim Dudgeon about a violation tick- 
et he brought in, only to find it was mere- 


ly a case of helping out a friend from 
Lincoln. You see, it all goes back to a 
recent trip here by Paul Schmeltzer and 
his failure to put a nickle in the slot. In 
his haste to leave town, he promptly pre- 
sented the pink ticket to John Spady, who 
in turn slipped it to Jim “‘to be taken care 
of’, So off went Jim to Headquarters, 
The result—an expert job of “fixing’’ and 
the bemoanings of the cops related that 
night as the lead item in the Tribune’s 
“Triblines.”’ 


Hebron 
Janice Brown, Correspondent. 


Vacations seem to be the main topic for 
discussion at Hebron this month. Margaret 
Bethscheider spent her vacation in Chi- 
cago and Detroit. Mary Bethscheider 
visited in and around Denver. ‘“Heinie’’ 
Taeder and his family journeyed to Salt 
Lake City. Fred Apking went to Colum- 
bus, Missouri, to visit his new Grand- 
daughter. He also spent some time at 
Lebanon, Kansas, with his mother and 
sister. Ruth Rittenhouse stayed in Hebron 
and Barbara Willmore went to Iowa City, 
Iowa, .. Geraldine Nacke, one of our 
new operators, attended a music festival 
in Fairbury on August 25... We want 
to welcome a new operator, Pauline Her- 
gott, who was transferred from the Lin- 
coln traffic department. 


Osceola 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent 


Hazel Johnson, operator, took a week 
of her vacation during July, spending the 
time at home. , . . Maxine Herbes, Cash- 
ier, returned to work July 15 after en- 
joying a week in New York City and 
Washington, D. C. The round trip was 
made via plane from Omaha_ W, M. Mou- 
den enjoyed a week of his vacation be- 
ginning August 12 and spent several days 
during that time visiting with relatives at 
Nebraska City. Agnes Gustafson, 
Chief Operator, returned to work August 
19 after a week’s vacation spent at home. 


Polk 


Vacationers during July and August in- 
cluded Clara Anderson, Chief Operator, 
who spent her two weeks at home visit-_ 
ing with her daughters who were here 
from Lincoln and Illinois. Corrine Carl- 
son returned to work July 29 after a 
week's vacation spent at home. 


Shelby 


Ica Westley spent her vacation visiting 
with relatives and friends in Iowa and 
Colorado during July. .. |. Mayme Car- 
roll spent the July 4th week end in Om- 
aha with relatives. ... Mr. and Mrs. Wm, 
Kubicek drove to Burwell August 15 to 
attend the Rodeo being held there _. . 
We are glad to see Mayme Carroll back on 
the job again after a two week’s absence. 
She informs us that it’s a nice feeling to 
be able to talk again after undergoing a 
tonsillectomy at the St. Joseph Hospital in 
Omaha the latter part of July. ... Rose 
Halligan spent a few days visiting with 
friends and relatives in Grafton the fore 
part of August. 


Stromsburg 


Irene Lind was absent from her duties 
at the switchboard for several weeks dur- 
ing July, having spent the time in Calif- 
ornia visiting with relatives in Los An- 
geles and Seal Beach... . . Edith Mattson, 
Chief Operator, spent her two week's va. 
cation at home the latter part of August, 

. . We hear that anyone interested in 
baseball is sure to get their “four bit's” 
worth by attending the Stromsburg ball 
games any Sunday or Wednesday night. 
Stromsburg has a winning ball club ana 
much credit is due their capable mana- 
ger L. C. “Connie Mack” Williams. 


Superior 
Darlene MacDonald, Correspondent. 


Berniece Reiman resigned from her 
operator’s position in the Traffic Dept, 
and three new members have been added. 
They are Patricia Gourley, Beth Thompson 
and Hazel Rust, Welcome, girls. : 
Jessie Van Trump enjoyed her vacation 
by spending it visiting relatives and 
friends at Hebron. . Mrs. Mary Ann 
Robinson has returned from a two weeks 
vacation. She and her husband, recently 
dischared from the army, spent one week 
of it in Colorado. It’s great days 
ahead for Superior when the whole town 
will turn out for the ‘‘Cavaleade” cele- 
bration Sept. 1-3, Some of the local fel- 
lows have started a “Whisker” Club. The 
way things look now “Shrimp” Whitney 
ought to win all laurels. We are wonder- 
ing what he’ll look like by that time as 
we hardly recognize him now... . Every- 
one knows the old saying that love blos- 
soms in the springtime. Well, it seems that 
Cupid is working overtime, Within the 
last two weeks, Nadeen Messersmith and 
Wanda Thayer have both appeared with 
new diamonds. Congratulations, girls. 
We still have some vacationers who find 
it nice to get away from the Nebraska 
weather. Nadeen Messersmith left on a 
two weeks vacation to be spent at Yellow- 
stone Park and other places in the West. 
Madeline Troudt is spending her two 
weeks in Denver, Betty Jeppesen re- 
turned recently from Sterling, Colorado 
where she spent her vacation. . . . The 
Commercial Dept. was sorry to lose Doris 
Frey. She has taken up the duties of a 
clerk in the Farmers State Bank of Su- 
perior. We all wish her luck in her new 
job. _. | Frank Kubat attended the Tele- 
phone Company picnic in Lincoln and 
also attended the American Legion Con- 
vention in the same city. . . . Frances Har- 
mon also attended the picnic and stayed 
Over Monday visiting and doing some 
shopping. . . Bert Kline spent a week 
“helping out’’ in Hastings recently. 


Sutton 
Iris Ramsey, Correspondent 


Edith Schleiger, Chief Operator, journ- 
eyed to Baltimore, Maryland, to spend 
her vacation visiting her sister. ... Aug- 
ust 31 is the date Katherine Kahm, As- 
sistant Chief Operator, has set to become 
Mrs, Arthur Cassell. 


York 
Arlene Anderson, Correspondent. 


Rumor has it that a certain A.C.O. from 
York didn’t know how to dial a number 
in Omaha. For shame, Miss Boyle. She 
also had her first and, she claims, last 
Street car ride. ‘“‘What do I do now” she 
wailed as the car doors opened, Being 
a veteran of two weeks, “Yours Truly” 
calmly climbed on and slugged up the 
Slot machine, ... After receiving a threat- 
ening letter signed with the mysterious 
words “Guess Who”, the Street Dept. 
hurriedly cut off two branches of the tree 
outside the Telephone Office. Now the 
birds claim better visability. . . . Wanted: 
Revolving doors for the Telephone Office. 
They sign off and on so fast around here 
you can’t keep a Who’s Who. New operat- 
ors include Bonnie Gill, Norma Schneid- 
er, Eva Cameron and June Marquardt. Re- 
signed—Clarabell Andresen and Margaret 
Aken, In and out of the Plant Dept.,— 
Kenneth Hulquist (gee, he’s quiet) in, and 
Clyde Parker out... Alex Pauley is back 
from his vacation in Colorado. . Marian 
Boyle spent her vacation in York, Omaha 
and Milford. Arideen Rhoades went to 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and Dorothy Grad- 
oske stayed in York, ... Joan Beaver is 
hunting furniture but says she has no 
plans for at least another year. . . . With 
the coming of the new bowling alley, a 
lot of the girls have started bowing. It 
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How We Stand! 
Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


November 1, 1945 
December 1, 1945 
January 1, 1946 
February 1, 1946 
March 1, 1946 
April 1, 1946 
May 1, 1946 

June 1, 1946 

July 1, 1946 
August 1, 1946 
September 1, 1946 


might be fun to have a bowling team. |. 
Ruth Swanson is back in the Commercial] 
Dept, after spending a quiet vacation in 
Columbus. Thanks to Doris Frey of Su- 
perior for lending a helping hand during 
Ruth’s absence. .. . Shirley Nabor starts 
back to work in September after conval- 
esing from an appendectomy. Mrs. Gar- 
lock is spending her vacation in York. 
Bob Tucker was heading for Yellowstone, 
the last we heard. .. . Glen Stuart is back 
to work after a prolonged illness. 


Crab Orchard History 


(Continued from page 8) 


already keen, and encroachments from 
neighboring mutual companies and the 
Bell interests were continually eating 
away at the subscribers’ lists and she soon 
found it necessary to sell her interest in 
the exchange. 


A famous and memorable incident oc- 
curred in 1905 when a young fellow by the 
name of Claude Walker headed a crew for 
the New Home Telephone Company of 
Beatrice, and built a line into Crab Orch- 
arard to install one of their telephones in 
a drug store there. On the day the poles 
were set the local hardware dealer sold 
out his entire supply of saws, and that 
night each New Home pole was neatly 
sawed off at the ground line. 


The Nebraska Telephone Company and 
the Johnson County Home Telephone 
Company operated in the territory until 
1912 when they were purchased and con- 
solidated by the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telgraph Company. In 1913-14 a heavy 
sleet storm laid waste to most of tha ex- 
posed rural lines and three fangs were 
sent in to repair the damage. The gang 
foremen were Dave Burns, Roy Graham 
and George Sullivan, while John B. Jones, 
Jim Jones and John Jeffery acted as 
drivers for the teams. 


Among the many operators who served 
at Crab Orchard are the names of Mrs. 
Frank Rothell, Ella Redmond, Georgia 
Karns, Essie Morehead, Grace Sheik, Mar- 
ie Sheik, Frances Protsman, Florence 
Noerrlinger, Mrs. Edith Parker, Mrs 
Bertha Sharp, Lillian Campbell and Mrs. 
Gladys Neugebauer. Some of the opera- 
tors were Ola Bacon, Pearl Dilworth, 
Mrs. Helen M. Jones, Mrs. Jessie Bryson, 
Mrs. Rose Marshall, Maretta Sovering, 
Dorothy Noerrlinger, Mrs, Henry Hulls 
and Patricia Richardson. Local mana- 
gers have been Charles Emmons, Paul 
Herron, Hershall Smith, Dee Harrah and 
J.D, Sheik, The era of the local manager 
closed many years ago and the exchange 
has been one of the group which com- 
prise the Tecumseh Area. 
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(Left) Honored guests at the reception, together with Company officials. Left to right, standing, John H. Agee, vice president 
and general manager, Charles Albers, George Jones, Director L. B. Stiner, Frank H. Woods, Chairman of the board of directors, Presi- 


dent Thomas C. Woods, W. H. Ames, A. E, Holt and V. A, Randall; 
Sharp, R. C, Parsons, and Harry Schilling. Not able to be present 


seated, Merrill Green, Erma C, Brown, Amelia Aden, Bertha 


were Jessie Wirthel, H. J. Soderholm, Maude C. Davis, E, S. Fisher, 


and W, O. Bundy, (Right) That R. C. Parsons holds a large, warm spot in the h j i i 1 
in evidence at the farewell party given for him on his last day at work, PREIS OE: BU Lag cOln: PUBIC SR OTIES 2OUce War aeaP ty 


RETIRING EMPLOYEES HONORED 
AT RECEPTION AND DINNER 


dinars first annual reception and dinner honoring em- 

ployees who had received transfers to the retirement 
payroll during the year was held at the Lincoln Hotel on 
Saturday evening, September 28. The Honored Guests 


Talking things over at the reception are Art King, Chet Harp, 
E, O. Wait, Michael Scanlon, G, A. Foster and Ivan Haith. 


of the occasion were Amelia Aden, C. W. Albers, W. H. 
Ames, Erma C. Brown, W. O. Bundy, Maude C. Davis, 
E. S. Fisher, M. N. Green, A. E. Holt, George T. Jones, 
R. C. Parsons, V. A. Randall, Michael Scanlon, H. G. 
Schilling, Bertha Sharp, H. J. Soderholm and _ Jessie 
Wirthel. All were present excepting Mrs. Wirthel, Mr. 
Soderholm and Mrs. Davis, who were out of the state 
and Mr. Fisher and Mr. Bundy who did not feel able 
to make the trip. 

The reception was held in the 
ball room of the hotel, and in spite 


‘nearly 200 fellow em- 


of the inclement weather, 
was well attended with 


ployees of the retiring 
veterans present. It was 
particularly gratifying to 
note that a goodly por- 


The reception goers responded 


tion of the audience came lustily in group singing under 
: the enthusiastic leadership of 
from the farther corners the old master, T. E. Longdon. 


of the territory. The 

program, arranged by G. O. Seaton, was well received. 
It was opened by several rounds of group singing in which 
the assembly responded with lusty accord to the enthusi- 
astic prodding of Maestro T. E. Longdon, the song leader. 
Something new in the art of nimble fingers was demon- 
strated by Magician Paul Curtiss of Geneva. He was 


(Left) Merrill Green receives a certificate of service from 
General Manager J. H. Agee. (Right) President Thomas C. Woods 
presents Erma C, Brown with an electric clock as a remembrance 
of her many years of service. 


(Below) Left, Charles Albers receives his gift from President Woods, Right, view of the dinner given 
by the Board of Directors in honor of the retiring employees. 
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The accompanying pictures are those of 
CP P2 Hloyees who retired during the month 


of September, 1946. 
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Erma C. Brown H, J. Soderholm 
Sutton Lincoln Pickrell 


29 Years 29 Years 31 Years 


Maude C, Davis 


H. Woods, founder of the Company, gave a short talk 
in which he expressed the feeling that he, too, was eligible 
to be included on the list, as he had retired from his posi- 
tion as president on the first of the year. President 
Thomas C. Woods added his wishes to those already 
spoken and presented each Honored Guest with an electric 
mantle clock individually inscribed in remembrance of 
their years of active service. 

Following is a brief sketch of the telephone career of 
each Honored Guest whose retirement has not been 
previously reported in these pages: 

Charles W. Albers possessed a record of unbroken 
service covering a period of more than forty-five years, 
all of which were spent in Lincoln. He was first employed 
by the Nebraska Telephone Company in 1901, and at the 
time of the consolidation in 1912, came to our Company 
as a repairman. He became a combinationman in 1917 
and a first class testman in 1940. His interest in “tractor 
farming” is expected to keep Charlie busy and happy 
for many years to come. 

William Henry Ames, whose thirty-two years of serv- 
ice date back to September, 1913, first came to our 


(Continued on page 22) 


1. Frank Kubat, Harry Gore and Sam Jackson look over the situation as Merle Hale apparently sneaks up on his ball on the green, 


2. Perry Caldwell, Elmer Neujahr and Jack Caldwell get a buzz out of watching the struggles of the foursome ahead, 3. The co- 
champs, George Walroth and Roy Mills who won the Association trophy cup with medal scores of 83, 4, Meet the newly elected Asso- 


ciation president, Frank Kubat of Superior. 


A UNIQUE circumstance emerged 
+4+ from the medalist play in the 
Lincoln Telephone Employees Golf 
Association tournament this year. 
When the 18 niblick toters had 
battled the 18 hole layout at Hill- 
crest Country Club at Lincoln last 
month and the divots had settled 
back to mother earth, it was dis- 
covered that we had not one but two 
champions. Roy Mills and George 
Walroth both carded scores of 83 to 
entitle them to joint possession of 
the Association’s trophy cup for the 
ensuing year. Runners-up were 
A. B. Gorman with 84 and Harry 
Gore who turned in an 85. 


The “19th” hole also was a most 
enjoyable affair. After the dinner 
the annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion was held and the following 
officers were elected: Frank Kubat 
of Superior, president; Roy Mills of 
Lincoln, vice-president; K. L. Law- 
son of Lincoln. secretary-treasurer; 
and A. M. Newens of Plattsmouth, 
L. W. Cleveland of York and J. S. 


Jackson of Lincoln, directors. 


Millsand Walroth Co-Champs 
In Fall Medalist Tournament 


Just a couple of trouble shooters. Elmer Neujahr of Wahoo at left finds himself 
in a tough spot while the man amidst the towering weeds is E. A. McKenna who didn’t 
find his ball but caused no end of annoyance for an unusually promising bull snake. 


The Association this year pre- 
pared a new trophy cup which will 
be awarded annually to the winner 
of the fall medalist tournament. This 
was presented with due ceremony to 
the first champions whose names will 
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be inscribed thereon. Other prize 
winners were A. M. Newens for the 
low net score of 70, E. L. Dorland 
for the longest drive on number 10. 
Perry Caldwell and Harry Gore for 
the closest pitches on holes 8 and 12 
respectively, while Dewey Nelsen 
was the undisputed contestant for 
the high gross score with a 117. 
F. E. Behm won the honor of being 
the most consistent in the field for 
carding the most “*7’s.” 

Lloyd Cleveland displayed the 
most improvement between the first 
and last nines, and who couldn’t with 
the score he had on the out nine. 


The group of hopefuls at the beginning 
of play. Missing from the picture is 
George Cruickshank of Wahoo, 


(Left) Members of the girls’ team taken during a recent game. Left to right, standing, Marjorie Mueller, Virginia Tenny, Dorothy 
Adkisson, Coach Frank Kuchera, Arlene Zabel, Grace Marrow and Inez Brunkow; front row, Gloria Hesson, Eleanor Crawford, Ruth 


Marrow, Dee Spatz and Doris Glock. 


(Right) Representing the boys’ team at the dinner were, left to right, back row, Lee Adams, Don Swanson, Dean Hobson, Bob 
Wohlberg; front row, Number one rooter Harry Smith, Clem Bottorff, Charles Connors, Dick Hobson and Howard Smith. 


Lincoln Soft Ball Teams 
Entertained at UJ 


A view of the party-goers at the dinner 
table. 


NOTHER highly enjoyable soft 

ball season was brought to a fit- 
ting climax last month with a dinner 
and party held at the Hillcrest 
Country Club at Lincoln, Guests of 
honor were the members of the boys 
and girls teams who had battled 
through a season of tough competi- 
tion in the Industrial and City 
leagues respectively. A program of 


The folks line up 
for the camera- 
man before the 
dinner. 


Don Swanson and Gladys Holcher try 
a trick card passing contest, Arlene Hen- 
sler seems a bit worried as to the out- 
come, 


games and stunts arranged by Lula 
Kloepper followed the dinner and 
the evening was brought to a conclu- 
sion by a round of dancing. Guy 
Seaton acted as master of cere- 
monies. 

The girls ended up the season in 
fourth place with eight wins and 
four losses. They were coached by 


inner 


the old maestro of the diamond, 
Frank Kuchera, and the team lineup 
included Captain Ruth Marrow, 
Eunice Zehr, Inez Brunkow, Phyllis 
Stolz, Gladys Holcher, Doris Glock. 
Marie Adkisson, Dorothy Adkisson, 
Arlene Zabel and Virginia Tenny. 
The latter played during the first of 
the season and then took over as the 
chief scorer for the team. Players 
from other companies were Marjorie 
Mueller, Goldy Liesweld, Dee Spatz, 
Gloria Hesson, Eleanor Crawford 
and Grace Marrow. 


The boys ran up against some 
really rugged opponents but came 
through with two wins. Ably piloted 
by Howard Smith, the lineup con- 
sisted of Captain Clem Bottorff, 
Charles Connors, Dick Hobson, Bob 
Wohlberg, Lee Adams, Lee Rauch, 
Paul and Floyd Henson, Dean Hob- 
son, Ted Madison, George Ramsey, 
Don Swanson and Delbert Schwan- 
Inger. 


(Left) The all important job of setting the table is in the capable hands of, left to right, Maxine Meradith, June Marquardt, Edna 


Pflughaupt, Ruth Swanson, Marian Rassmussen and Arlene Anderson. 


(Right) Settling down to some plain, and fancy eating are, left 


to right facing camera, B. T. Hayes, Marian Rasmussen, S. F, Bush, Mrs. Cleveland, and Lloyd Cleveland. Facing them are Mrs, Roy 


Rogers, D. C, Wilson and W, F. Combs. Mr. Hayes seems to have over indulged somewhat. 


York Picnickers bive the 
Llevelands A Hoyal Welcome 


F THE Lloyd Clevelands do not 

now feel completely at home at 
their new station in York it won't 
be because the folks out there didn’t 
give them a rousing welcome. The 
Yorkites went all out as usual with 
another of their famous picnics that 
left little to be desired in good fel- 
lowship and an all ‘round pleas- 


ant evening for everyone. 


Present as guests in addition to 
Mr. and Mrs. Cleveland and son, 
Troy, were members of W. EF. 
Combs construction crew, S. F. 
Bush, traveling auditor, and D. C. 


Wilson, district wire chief. 


Talking over the situation are, left to 
right, Lloyd Cleveland, Charles McClure, 
Harold Kempf, W. F. Combs, Ross Tier- 
ney, Alex Pauley, S. F, Bush and Roy 
Rogers. 


Velma Garlock wipes away the tears as 


Luree McCarty takes on the job of peel- 
ing onions. Virginia Kelley is enjoying 
the performance. 


Mr. Cleveland recently was trans- 
ferred to York as area commercial 
manager following his return from 
three years of duty with the U. S. 
Army Signal Corps during which 


he served an overseas assignment 


on the African Gold Coast. He re- 
turned in 1945 to take officers train- 
ing at Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey 
where he was commissioned as Sec- 


ond Lieutenant. 


The prevalent shortage of hous- 


Lining up at the serving department 
are Velma Garlock, Maxine Meradith, 
Malinda Stuhr, Hattie Marquardt, June 
Marquardt, and Pat McCartney, 


ing facilities posed no small prob- 
lem in becoming located but we are 
happy to report that Lloyd has suc- 
ceeded in finding a suitable residence 
and has now been joined by his 
family. 


This group at the dinner table includes, left to righi, Mrs, Lloyd Cleveland, Edna 


Pflughaupt, Velma Garlock, Mrs. Alex Pauley, Hattie Marquardt and June Marquardt, 


Flowerday New Manager 
At Pawnee City 


HE position of manager of the 

Pawnee Telephone Company at 
Pawnee City was placed in the cap- 
able hands of Edwin J. Flowerday, 
formerly man- 
ager of our Com- 
pany at Hum- 
boldt, on Octo- 
ber 1. In his new 
assignment, Mr. 
Flowerday will 
have charge of 
all phases of 
telephone opera- 
tions in this im- 
portant county 
seat exchange. 


Ed’s knowledge of the telephone 
business and his proven administra- 
tive abilities make him an excellent 
choice for his new position. He has 
been a telephone man since 1928, be- 
ginning his career with our Company 
in the Construction Department at 
Lincoln where he served as ground- 
man and later as lineman. Follow- 
ing assignments took him to Ne- 
braska City, Auburn and Wahoo 
and in 1935 he became manager at 
Bennet. His transfer to Wahoo in 
1937 gave him an opportunity to 
acquire additional valuable plant ex- 
perience during the hectic period 
when the telephone system was in 
the process of installation at the Ne- 
braska Ordnance Plant in the early 
days of the war. In August, 1943 
he received a promotion as manager 
of the Humboldt exchange where he 
has since served. 


E. J. Flowerday 


He has taken an active interest in 
Humboldt’s civic affairs and is a 
member of the Rotary Club and 
Volunteer Fire Department. As soon 
as housing facilities become available 
he will establish a residence at 
Pawnee City for his wife and two 
children. 

The controlling interest in t 
Pawnee Telephone Company recent- 
ly was purchased by our Company 
and plans are under way for the re- 
building of the exchange and the in- 
stallation of dial service as soon as 
this is possible. The original tele- 
phone company at Pawnee City was 


organized in 1898 by the late George 
E. Becker who installed the first 
dial exchange in the state. The serv- 
ice proved unsuccessful, however, 
and was soon replaced by the then 
conventional manual system. The 
Becker family has been operating the 
exchange continuously until the re- 
cent transfer of ownership. 


Maurice R. Becker became asso- 
ciated with the Company in 1922 
and in 1939 succeeded his father as 
manager. He is making an extended 
visit to California after which he will 
be assigned responsibilities in the 
Plant Department of our Company. 

As we go to press, the announce- 
ment is made that B. A. Isaman of 
Hastings has been appointed as man- 
ager at Humboldt. The story will ap- 
pear in the next issue. 


"Dawgonned Good Dog!” 
HE defense of Tony, a cocker 
spaniel of Burbank, California, 

on a neighbor’s charge of barking 

too much proved that Tony was a 

true gentleman. 


Fourteen of his neighborhood 
friends pointed out in a petition to 
the city attorney that Tony neither 
drinks, smokes nor swears and— 


“We have never known him to 
utter a word of slanderous gossip 
about anyone in the neighborhood, 
patronize the black market, cuss any- 
one out on the telephone, tout any- 
one on a phony pony, complain 
about over-taxation or try to evade 
same.” 

Tony went free. 

—Reprinted from Telephony, 


Pioneer Annual Reunion Set for Octoher 25 


HAIRMAN Alex Geist of the 

Pioneers entertainment commit- 
tee recently called a meeting of his 
group to lay plans for the approach- 
ing annual banquet and reunion. The 
with the scene of the activity to be 
Hillcrest Country Club on East O 
date of October 25 was decided upon 
Street in Lincoln. Acting with Mr. 
Geist will be Huldah Gessner, wel- 
coming committee; J. S. Jackson, pro- 
gram and entertainment; R. D. 
Andrews, ticket sales; and A. B. 
Gorman, publicity. Transportation 
will be arranged for those who will 
require it and bulletins will be issued 


with regard to the particulars. Mr. 
Jackson has arranged a splendid pro- 
gram and a large turnout is ex- 
pected. 

Six new Pioneer Representatives 
who will work in their respective 
areas in cooperation with the Chap- 
ter’s officers and committee chair- 
men have been announced by Presi- 
dent Jay Pugsley. They are George 
Walroth, Central istrict; Chas. 
Meshier, Beatrice; George Brock, 
Wilber; Max Walker, Hastings; H. 
G. Taedter, Hebron; and A. J. 
Harty of Columbus. Representatives 
at other points who served last year 
will continue in this capacity. 


; A last month’s session of the chapter's officers, directors and committee chairmen 
in which plans for the year’s activities and arrangements for the annual reunion and 
banquet were discussed, Left to right, standing, T. E, Longdon, Vice-president George 
Walroth, O, L. Sturtevant, Roy Cleveland, L. A. Stacy, Kent Eno, Alex Geist, Bob Ross 
and T. S. Risser; seated, President Jay Pugsley, Secretary Joe Hartley, Treasurer Myrtle 
Hiner, Huldah Gessner, Clara Jones, Jack White, Elsie Anderson and Margaret Lindblad. 
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Death Comes to 
M. T. Caster 


N ARK T. CASTER, former gen- 

eral plant superintendent, died 
suddenly on the morning of Septem- 
ber 18 at his temporary home in 
Arlington, Vir- 
ginia. Death 
came as he slept, 
without warning, 
a month short of 
his seventy-fifth 
birthday and but 
a few days be- 
fore the date of 
his announced 
intention to re- 
tire from his 
duties in Washington and return 
home to Lincoln. To those of us 
who knew him well it seems only 
natural that even death must find 
need to use evasive means to over- 
come that robust body and indomit- 
able will, for Mr. Caster carried with 
him, to his last waking moments, a 
full store of energy, keen interest 
and abounding zest for living. 


Mark T. Caster 


Mr. Caster first entered the indus- 
try at the age of twenty as a plant 
man for the Central Union Tele- 
phone Company of Sioux City and 
the following year was employed by 
the Union Pacific Railroad in the 
telegraph department. In 1897 he 
joined the Nebraska (Bell) Tele- 
phone Company and came to Lin- 
coln as a cable splicer. In 1904 he 
came to the infant Lincoln Tele- 
phone Company as construction fore- 
man. He soon became superintend- 
ent of construction and in 1908 was 
promoted to plant superintendent. 
He retired in January, 1939 after 
serving thirty-four years as head of 
the plant department. 


For many years identified with 
safety work, both in state and na- 
tional councils, Mr. Caster continued 
to devote his time, following retire- 
ment, to the safety program of the 
Company and of other organizations. 
With the coming of the war he be- 
came executive-secretary of the Ne- 
braska Salvage Program, serving in 
this capacity for fifteen months be- 
fore being called to Washington as 
a member of the communications 


panel of the War Production Board. 
For the past year he has acted as 
councillor for the Chinese Supply 
Commission in Washington, working 
with some 600 Chinese boys who are 
studying American communication 
systems. His work with the students 
was to have terminated on October 1. 


In his many years of civic and so- 
cial activities, Mr. Caster has served 
as president of the Lincoln Auto 
Club, the former Eastridge Country 
Club, the Central Labor Union, Ki- 
wanis Club and Lincoln Safety Coun- 
cil. He was a member of Lancaster 
Lodge 54, A. F. & A. M., the Scot- 
tish Rite and the Shrine, a charter 


and life member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter, Independent Pio- 
neer Telephone Association, mem- 
ber of the Casper E. Yost Chapter, 
Telephone Pioneers of America and 
numerous other organizations. 


Funeral services were held at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Lincoln on Saturday, September 
21, with interment at Wyuka. The 
services at the cemetery were con- 
ducted by Lancaster Lodge 54, A. F. 
& A. M. Surviving are his wife, a 
daughter Della, a son Harold, who 
will be remembered as a former em- 
ployee of the Company, two sisters 


and a brother Charles. 


Bees Are His Hobby 


|| anatase four years ago Ivan Haith 
of the Seward Plant Department 
stumbled on to a swarm of bees near 
his home and decided to try to make 
steady boarders of them. He ob- 
tained a hive and succeeded in get- 
ting the swarm settled in their new 
home and they have been with him 
ever since. From this modest be- 
ginning, Ivan has built up a fine 
aplary consisting of eight hives all of 
which are occupied and doing a 
thriving business of honey making. 
Ivan finds the hobby to be both 
interesting and profitable. During 
the honey season he is able to mar- 
ket a fine supply of the delectable 
food which he strains and sells to 
customers at Seward. He is always 
on the look-out for additional 
swarms and recently acquired the 
one pictured with this story. In 
order to make them settle he sprays 
water on the swarm with a garden 
hose and then shakes 
them off of a limb into 
a basket. The bees are 
full of honey when 
when they swarm, so 
he tells us, and are 
very friendly and good 
natured so that there 
is little danger of be- 
ing stung. We decided, 
however, to take Ivan’s 


Units of the ‘‘honey fac- 
tory’’ with Ivan posing in 
the background, 
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Ivan Haith displays a newly captured 
swarm of industrious helpers. 


word for this statement and this 
article should not be construed to be 
a guarantee on the part of the 
“News” that you might not come out 
second best if you attempted to find 
out for yourself. 


Radiotypewriter Service 


A NEW type of communication 
service known as the radiotype- 
writer is now in successful commer- 
cial operation. The machines are 
similar to the familiar teletypewriter 
and are capable of typewriting either 
by radio or over wire lines at speeds 
up to 6,000 words an hour. Origi- 
nally designed for Army, press and 
ship communication, it is now find- 
ing favor with companies having 
widely scattered office and manu- 
facturing units. 

The equipment was introduced by 
Globe Wireless Ltd., and consists of 
pairs of electromatic typewriters con- 


nected to all-electronic circuits 
through which information typed on 
the keyboards is sent in fully type- 
written form from one machine to 
another at all distances radio and 
wire lines can reach. Twenty car- 
bon copies can be sent and received, 
if desired, with the messages, office 
forms, letters, etc., reaching all con- 
nected points simultaneously. 


The operation is similar to ordi- 
nary office typing. Radio-type- 
writers can be operated at the nor- 
mal speeds of their operators, or at 
superspeeds by the preparation of 
perforated tape at the rate of 100 
words a minute. 


Aurora Telephone 


R. GEORGE PRATT of Aurora, 
= a veteran of 58 years service in 
the telephone industry, was the guest 
of honor recently on the occasion 
of his 40th an- 
niversary with 
the Hamilton 
County Farmers 
Telephone Asso- 
ciation at a ban- 
quet held at the 


Aurora Country 
Club. 


Mr. Pratt has 
been in the telephone business since 
he was 18 years old beginning his 
employment with the York Tele- 
phone Company in 1888. The com- 
pany at that time served less than 50 
subscribers. He later became asso- 
ciated with the Aurora company be- 
ginning his work there in 1906 and 
serving continuously since holding 
the positions of wire 
chief and plant superin- 
tendent. 


Mr. D. M. Davis, man- 
ager of the company, 
acted as toastmaster at 
the banquet at which high 


George Pratt 


Mr. and Mrs, Pratt were 
conveyed to the banquet in 
an old fashioned surrey in 
much the same manner in 
which they would have at- 
tended a similar function 56 
years ago. 


Pioneer Honored 


tribute was paid to the guest of honor 
for his long and faithful record of 
service in the telephone industry. 
Speakers of the evening were P. J. 
Refshauge, mayor of Aurora; W. W. 
Johnson of Columbus, manager of 
the Continental Telephone Company 
and president of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association; Merle M. Hale, 
general commercial superintendent 
of our Company; Howard Sudeck of 
Grand Island, manager of the North- 
western Bell Telephone Company; 
George M. Kloidy, secretary of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association; 
and G. J. Bremer, representing the 
Aurora Chamber of Commerce. 


Following the banquet, Mr. Pratt 
was presented with a gift from his 
company and from his fellow em- 
ployees. He is a life member of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the In- 
dependent Pioneer Telephone Asso- 
clation. 
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Bellwood Converted 
To Dial Operation 
ELEPHONE SUBSCRIBERS at 


Bellwood began receiving dial 
service at 10:00 A. M. on September 
16 when Camilla Selzer, chief op- 
erator-caShier, 
pulled the pin 
which completed 
the conversion. 
Present at the 
brief ceremony 
in addition to 
Company repre- 
sentatives were 
O. A. Branden- 
burg, Bellwood 

CEREP A AMEE - banker gavel ]..b. 
Moyer, fire chief. The dial switch- 
ing equipment operated at near max- 
imum capacity for almost an hour 
following the cut-over as many resi- 
dents of the community tried out 
their new service. Four hundred 
thirty-six calls were registered dur- 
ing this initial period. 


The Selzer family has been as- 
sociated with the Bellwood telephone 
exchange since its beginning in 1904. 
Frank Selzer, Camilla’s father, was 
the first switchboard operator and 
Camilla learned to operate the board 
when only ten years of age. After 
her mother’s death in 1925 Camilla 
became assistant operator and in 
1930 assumed the position of chief 
operator when her father retired. 
The Bellwood Telephone Company 


selling its property to the Surprise 
Telephone Company and in 1917 our 
Company began its operation there. 
The present dial equipment is 
housed in the original exchange 
building. 


Miss Selzer received many expres: 
sions of praise and gratitude from 
the residents of Bellwood for her 
courteous and efficient service dur- 
ing the many years that she has 
served as chief operator. 


Bellwood is the third exchange to 
become dial operated in the Com- 
pany’s post-war conversion program. 
We now have 33 dial exchanges and 
work is) progressing on others as 
rapidly as the availability of ma 
terials and equipment will permit. 


Five Employees Retire 


Tom J. Raikes 
NEPTEMBER marked the retire- 
ment from active service for five 
employees who, although they had 
been with us for only a few years, 
still will be remembered with sin- 
cere feelings of regret at their leav- 
ing as good friends and pleasant and 
faithful fellow workers. With the 
service dates following each name 
they are: F. J. Coil, Lincoln, De- 
cember, 1943; Tom J. Raikes, Lin- 
coln, November, 1942; J. H. Ellis, 
Lincoln, June, 1945; Ella S. Ebbeka, 
Geneva, September, 1944: and M. A. 
Sailor, Hastings, February, 1943. All 
were employed as members of the 
Plant Department and were retired 


in accordance with the Company’s 
retirement plan. 


Lincoln Bowling Season 


Off To A Flying Start 


HE first round of the Lincoln 

bowling league got off to a 
rousing start on October 2. with 
twelve teams in competition at the 
new Bowl-Mor alleys at 9th and M. 
Coming through with three wins to 
take early leads were Outside Serv- 
ice, Switchroom number 2, and the 
Toll Test aggregation. Games are 
scheduled to continue each Wednes- 


day throughout the season. 


It was a sad day, however, for 
many of the alleged “hot-shots” of 
last season with the weekly bulletin 
liberally sprinkled in the leading po- 
sitions with last year’s strugglers. 
Conspicious by their absence in the 
top ten positions were such stalwarts 
as George Walroth, John Back- 
strom, Elmer Dougherty, K. B. Cary, 
Ken Lawson and Asa Waters who 
found the new alleys a trifle baffling 


in their initial efforts. Del Gilmore, 
who averaged 131 last season, came 
through with the high average with 
161. He was followed by another 
athlete, who shall go nameless, who 
compiled the amazing average of 
160. It’s really a simple game, isn’t 


it, Del? 


The girls turned out with two 
teams and much enthusiasm and all 
reported a highly enjoyable evening. 
A number of others have indicated 
their intention of participating and 
it is expected that four teams will be 
in competition before the season is 
over. Leading the girls contingent 
were Wilma Grupe with 142, Eunice 
Carlson with 108 and Mary Dietrich 
who averaged 105. Team captains 
are Mary Dietrich, accounting, Jean 
Beck, local commercial, and Frances 
Koontz, E.T.W. Alvina Miller is 
piloting the girls’ club and is doing 
a fine job of lining up the teams. 


Mobile Radiotelephone 


Ready For Demonstration 
XPERIMENTS in mobile radio- 


telephone service have proven 
successful and it is believed that the 
service has possibilities for commer- 
cial use. Initial steps for demonstra- 
tion to prospective customers have 
been taken and at the present time 
mobile units are in use experiment: 
ally by two companies in Lincoln. 


Much of the experimental work 
has been undertaken by Howard 
Smith, licensed radiotelephone op- 
erator for our Company, under the 
supervision of C. C. Donley, general 
traffic superintendent. Three fleet 
cars and two other cars have partici- 
pated in these tests and it is con- 
cluded that reliable transmission 
may be expected when the units are 
within 11 to 15 miles from the re- 
ceiving station at Lincoln. At dis- 
tances exceeding this range it has 
been found that impulse noises will 
be heard in varying intensity until 
at 20 to 25 miles the noise interfer- 
ence will seriously impair transmis- 
sion. The area to be served could 
be increased by providing additional 
fixed receivers connected to the Lin- 
coln office by wire lines; however, 
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Darlyne Mueller Returns 


HE Lincoln traffic department 

rolled out the welcome rug for 
Darlyne M. Mueller, who returned 
to her work as A and L operator on 
September 3 
after serving for 
more than two 
years in the uni- 
form of the 
Womens’ Army 
Corps. 

It was Dar- 
lyne’s one ambi- 
tion, at the time 
she joined the 
colors, to be as- 
signed to foreign service, and upon 
her petition, her early training was 
toward this end. However, while 
home on furlough after completion 
of her training period, she had the 
misfourtune to fall and break her 
ankle and after several weeks hos- 
pitalization she found that her 
chance for foreign duty had been 
lost. Darlyne was an aircraft con- 
trol tower operator and was stationed 
for more than a year at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, transferring last Janu- 
ary to Brooks Field and in March to 
Randolph Field, Texas. We welcome 
her as the 90th member of our 
Honor Roll to return to employment. 


Darlyne Mueller 


this is not contemplated in the near 
future. 


Interviews and demonstrations 
with companies which may find the 
service adaptable to their needs are 
now being planned and by this 
means the probable commercial de- 
mand will be ascertained. Three 
classes of service will be offered: 
general service between any wire 
telephone and a mobile unit or be- 
tween two mobile units; dispatch- 
ing service between a designated of- 
fice of a customer and a designated 
mobile unit; and signaling service, 
which is a one-way service from a 
designated wire telephone to a 
mobile unit. 


FIGURATIVELY SPEAKING 


“The World Is in Bad Shape. 
Must You Be, Too?”-—Sign in a 
N. Y. corset shoppe. 


New Library Books 


INETEEN new books have been . 


added to the employees library 
in the last two months. They are all 
fiction and include: 


“This Side of Innocence” by W. 
Somerset Maughan. 

‘Sons of the Morning” by Otto Schrag. 

“None But A Mule” by Barbara Wooll- 
cott. 

“The Building of Jalna” by Mazo De- 
LaRoche. 

“Let Us Consider One Another” by 
Josephine Lawrence. 

“Skip To My Louw’ ‘by William Martin 
Camp. 

“Winged Peace” by Air Marshall, Wm. 
A. Bishop. 

“The American” by Howard Fast. 

“Singing Waters” by Ann Bridge. 

“Burned Fingers’ by Kathleen Norris. 

“An Apple For Eye” by Kathleen 
Norris. 

“Corner of Heaven” by Kathleen 
Norris. 

“The Bradshaws of Harniss” by Joseph 
G. Lincoln. 

“Burned Gold” by Robert Hardy An- 
drews. 

‘Familiar Faces’ by Mary Roberts 
Reinhart. 

‘Air Force Surgeon” by A. L. Furman. 


“On Winters’ Traces’ by Mathi Boyn- 
ton-Hamilton. 

‘Before I Wake” by Margaret Echard. 

“Green Hazards’ by Manning Coles. 


The library is located in Room 219 
of the General Office Building, and 
with the fine variety of new fiction 
and non-fiction books, there should 
be a book to interest everybody. All 
are invited to come in and check out 
any book they wish. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the 
month of September: 

Primary members: J. D. Litzen- 
berg, Supply Department, $163.15; 
J. C. Gear,, Fairbury Plant Depart- 
ment, $68.00. 

Dependents: W. D. Miéinich, 
Geneva, $15.00; Mrs. C. F. Peach- 
man, Lincoln, $109.50; Mrs. C. H. 
Bottorff, Lincoln, $114.75; Janet K. 
Hodge, Beatrice, $20.63; Bonnie 
Barnett, Lincoln, $111.75. 
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“Can’t you say anything else but, 
‘Oh, Oh, that’s what I did?’ ” 
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Recipe of the Month 
“WV -M-M-M-GOOD,” is an expres- 
| sion often heard around the 
tables of the folks who make up the 
L. T. and T. family. And little won- 
nities, Mer. With. the 
seis many perfection- 
ists in the culi- 
nary art who 
cook up the eye: 
gladdening’® 
dishes. 

It has been 
suggested that it 
would be a good 
idea to have an 
exchange of 
some of these extra tempting recipes 
that many of our artists in cookery 
have tucked away for special oc- 
casions and the “News” of course 
is glad to oblige. After all, maybe 
we will get in on some of these 
treats too. 


Laura Sires 


Our first contributor is Laura Sires 
of the Lincoln Accounting Depart-- 
ment who has come through with 
not one but two of her superdupers 
and we must admit that they really 
sound like the answer to an epi- 
curean prayer. Here they are, 
ladies, and how’s about sending us 
some of your prize recipes: 


Special Spaghetti 

Cook spaghetti in salted water and 
drain. Put layer of spaghetti in baking 
dish and cover with small pieces of bacon 
and a layer of canned tomatoes and 
chopped green peppers. Add another 
layer of the same until the dish is almost 
full and then pour in tomato juice until 
you can see it when tipping the dish. 
Salt each layer and sprinkle red pepper or 
chili pepper on top. Bake in moderate 
oven until bacon is done. 


Laura Sires Peckled Cake 


Cream 1% cups sugar and % cup but- 
ter, add 2 whole eggs beating well to- 
gether. Dissolve 1 teaspoon soda in a 
little hot water and add to 1 cup thick 
sour milk. Beat this into other mixture 
and add 2 cups sifted flour, then 1 tea- 
spoon vanilla, then % cup bitter chocolate 
shaved with paring knife. Bake in mod- 
erate oven 30 minutes. Top with fudge 
icing. 


The most phoneless country in the 
world is British India with one for 


every 5,000 persons. 
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C. A. Eggerss, Lincoln commercial representative, 
brought back a fine array of snapshots and found 
that he wasn’t in a one of them, This shot is at 
Bear Lake, Colorado. 
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The waves at Suther- 
land Lake were four 
feet high as this pic- 
ture of Mrs. Wallace 
- Bakus was taken. Mr. 
| Bakus is a retired em- 
ployee. 


Lincoln 
» traffic supervisor, poses 
__.. with Mrs; Mayme Carroll, § 
chief operator at Shelby. 


Vacationing in Idaho is Hazel Nichols of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department. The scene is at Payette Lakes. 


Velma Garlock, York operator, spent a 
rugged vacation at home with her hubby. 


"Waiting for the 
cog train on the 
way up to Pikes 
Peak for dough- 
nuts and coffee,’ 
explains Lydia 
Kriegshauser, 
chief operator at 
Seward, 
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L. G. "Pep" Saunders, Lincoln assistant wire chief, 
enjoys a dip at Linoma Beach with his family. , 


Marie Reinert of the Lincoln cafeteria 
(right) journeyed to Big Thompson 
canyon at Estes Park, Colorado. 
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Enjoying a jaunt in the saddle at Franklin, Ne- 
braska, is lvan Haith, Seward combinationman. 
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ear? Marjorie Lois Dunbar of 
mo Syracuse and cousin taken 
Sat Boulder, Colorado. 


Grace Hauschild, Lincoln Accounting De- 
partment, (left) enjoys an outing at Lake 
of the Woods, Oregon. With her is Helen 


Schrank of the Northwestern Bell account- 
ing department. 
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“The Colorado sunshine wasn't bad at all," , oP Sky = ee 3 
says Maxine Meradith, York Commercial | 
Department. Not bad is right, we agree. 


"Myself and two buddies with our cabin at 
Rush Lake, Minnesota, in the background,” 
writes Dale Harp (left) of the Lincoln Plant. | 


‘Heap Big Chief'' Leone Baker, Fairmont 
ek operator, surveys the situation from 
ib ae nee aie: Look Out Point at Estes Park, Colorado. 


Business 


OMPARATIVE statistical infor- 

mation for the months of August 
in 1940 and 1946 reflect some start- 
ling facts that should be of interest 
to all of us. After all, it’s our Com- 
pany and the progress of the organ- 
ization is a matter in which we all are 
vitally concerned. In reviewing these 
statistics, it should be kept in mind 
that the progress reflected was made 
in spite of shortages and other op- 
erational difficulties imposed by nec- 
essary restrictions. This fact bears 
testimony to the loyal and efficient 
support on the part of the employees 
in conducting the organization’s af- 
fairs through these trying times. 


The total number of stations in 
service is approaching the 1929 peak 
of 83,571, with the total telephones 
in service, as of August 31, 1946, 
standing at 81,405. This is a gain of 
26% over the 64,420 stations on rec- 
ord in August, 1940. In some ex- 
changes the former peak has now 
been exceeded. For example, Lin- 
coln now has 33,830 stations as com- 
pared with the 1931 peak of 25,825; 
Hastings exceeds the 1929 record of 
4.891 with 5,805 stations; and Beat- 
rice totals 3,886 compared with 3,276 
in 1929. Undoubtedly, if there were 
an available supply of instruments, 
cable, and central office equipment, 
the peak would have been far sur- 
passed by now. The demand for 
service continues to be in excess of 
our ability to supply it and a con- 
tinued healthy growth is anticipated. 


Our total operating revenue for 
August, 1946, was $380,996.00, 
which represents a gain of 72% over 
the same month in 1940. Our total 
operating expense, however, in- 
creased 111% and reached the figure 
of $307,079.00. In spite of greatly 
increased revenues, the Company’s 
new operating revnue for August, 
1946, was actually 5% less than in 
August, 1940. 


Much of the added income that 
we are now enjoying has resulted 
from greatly increased usage of our 
long distance circuits. This situation 
of course reflects the accelerated ac- 


Is Good 


tivity of business in general, and is 
also brought about by the fact that 
many persons are now using long 
distance regularly who. before, 
availed themselves of it infrequently, 
or perhaps not at all. The war was 
a great educator in this respect and 
taught many persons the value and 
economy of long distance service. If 
our revenues are to be kept at favor- 
able levels, it will be up to us to 
maintain this viewpoint on the part 
of our customers in the years to 
come through advertising and by 
providing them with good telephone 
service. 


Local service and miscellaneous 
revenues also show substantial gains. 
The former increased by 44%, with 
$221,335.00 being received in 
August, 1946; while miscellaneous 
revenues increased by 51%. With the 
availability of equipment and mate- 
rials, further gains may be expected 
from these sources. 


Most of the added revenues that 
the Company has received have been 
added to the wages of its employees. 
The August, 1946, wages now paid 
by the Company are actually in ex- 
cess of all of the money we took in 
during the month of August, 1940. 
Wages paid during the month of 
August, 1946, totaled $243,178.00, 
which is an increase of 152% over 
that month in 1940. During this 
period the number of full time em- 
ployees increased from 960 to 1,288, 
or 34%. The average wage for 
August of this year, including over- 
time payments, was $143.20 for fe- 
males and $272.86 for males. This 
represents a percentage increase of 
114 and 81 respectively. 

The question which naturally 
comes to mind, is whether the Com- 
pany’s revenues can be maintained 
at a figure approaching the present 
level. Business forecasts indicate a 
continued period of prosperity. How 
long this period will extend, how- 
ever, is a matter for conjecture. 
Obviously the Company’s ability to 
meet its wage payments and other 
expenses will be dependent upon its 
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volume of revenue. The continued 
loyal and efficient support of all em- 
ployees in conducting the Company’s 
business and in furnishing our cus- 
tomers with the best possible service 
will be most important in assuring 
the success of our operations in the 
period that lies ahead. 


Signs of the Times 


“T ABOR has come to the conclu- 
sion that the time has come to 
drop artifical government controls 
which have kept the nation’s econ- 
omy off balance. If we ever expect 
to restore peacetime conditions in 
America, we must first restore peace- 
time freedoms.’ — William Green, 
president A. F. or 24, 
“Unquestionably, the popular de- 
mand is for repeal of government 
controls. The people are tired of 
bureaucracy. They are tired of be- 
ing told what wage they can earn, 
what price they must pay and what 
food and necessities they can buy.” 
—John O'Leary, UMW vice presi- 
dent. 


Classitied Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the 1st of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telepnone 
News at Lincoln. The ‘‘News”’ accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


For Sale 


Dressed ducks and geese. Order your 
duck or goose now for Thanksgiving or 
that special Sunday dinner. Norma Burt, 
Lincoln, Extension 50. 
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Georgia Finni- 
gan, supervisor 
in the Lincoln 
Traffic Depart- 
ment, was united 
in marriage to 
Sidney C. Smith, 
September 14. 
The couple are 
residing in Lin- 
coln. 


The marriage of Frances Peterson 
of the Lincoln Traffic Department 
and Orville Lenz was solmenized 
September 22 at the Grace English 
Lutheran Church in Lincoln. The 
couple will reside on a farm near 
Elmwood. 


Catherine Kahm, operator at Sut- 
ton, and Arthur D. Cassel of Ong, 
were united in marriage August 31 
at the Elm Park Methodist Church 
in Lincoln. Following a two weeks 
trip to Idaho, the couple will reside 
in Sutton. 


Wilma Jean Adamson, mail girl at 
the General Office Building, became 
the bride of Archie Chinn, of Little- 
ton, Colorado, September 27 at Man- 
kato, Kansas. The couple left im- 
mediately for Littleton, where they 
will reside. 


Jean Larson of the General Plant 
Department and Floyd Waak of 
Hooper were married September 24, 
in the United Brethren Church in 
Aurora. After a short trip to Colo- 
rado and Wyoming, the couple are 
residing in Lincoln and Mrs. Waak 
is continuing her work. 


Marion Boyle, assistant chief op- 
erator at York, and Donald Rasmus- 
sen of York, were married August 
23 at Bellville, Kansas. The couple 
are residing in York, where Mr. 
Rasmussen is in the real estate busi- 
ness and Mrs. Rasmussen is con- 
tinuing her work. 


The marriage of Coeur d’ Alene 
McArtor of the Accounting Depart- 
ment and Richard Kennedy took 
place in the United Brethren 
Church of Pickrell on October 30. 


Mrs. Kennedy has resigned her posi- 


Promotions, J 
Jjitle Changes 


Commercial 


Betty L. Henson, clerk to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 

Mariella Williamson, A operator, Traffic, 
to cashier, Humboldt. 


Plant 


Lester C. Hutchison, testman to com- 
binationman, Service, Lincoln. 

Robert D. Tucker, combinationman, York, 
to combinationman, Service, Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Blanche Chinnock, NA&L operator to 
evening chief operator, DeWitt. 

Orpha Clough, NA€&?L operator, Hum- 
boldt, to L operator, Lincoln. 

Lulu Doher, evening chief operator to 
chief operator, Nelson. 

Dorothy Gradoska, A operator to A&L 
operator, York. 

Dorlores Kechley, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Mathilda Kruse, appointed chief oper- 
ator-cashier, Valparaiso. 

Luella J. Ledbetter, appointed chief op- 
erator-cashier, Pickrell. 

Betty L. Leonard, A operator to A&L 
operator, Fairbury. 

Dora J. Lewis, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Fairbury. 

Elizabeth Little, A&L operator to 
NA&L operator, Fairmont. 

Ruth Marcks, A&L operator to Instructor, 
Lincoln. 


Norma J. Marshall, A operator to A®@L 


Betty Henson Mariella Williamson 


Service : 
Representative Cashier 
Lincoln Humboldt 


operator, Tecumseh. 

Patricia McCartney, A operator to A&@L 
operator, York. 

Darlyne Mueller, returned from military 
service to A€&L operator, Lincoln. 

Ileta Mumford, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Mildred Roh, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Wahoo. 

Jaunita Schlief, chief operator, Nelson, 
to L operator, Lincoln. 

Ruth Schweitzer, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Doris M. Sutton, L operator to clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Wilma Wergin, A&L operator to in- 
structor, Lincoln. 

Jeanette Wilcox, A operator to A®&L op- 
erator, Nebraska City. 


tion and the couple will reside in 
Arkansas. 


Terry Largent of the Accounting 
Department became the bride of 
Richard Cassidy on September 17 in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. The couple are 
residing temporarily in San Fran- 
cisco, until the groom receives his 
new orders from the Navy. 


JOURNEY’S END 


JOHN J. JOHANNES, father of 
Darlene Johannes, Assistant Chief 
Operator at Syracuse, passed away 
September 23 at the age of 61. 
Funeral services were held at the 
Evangelical Reformed Church in 
Syracuse with interment at 
Wyuka in Lincoln, September 26. 
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A Word of Appreciation 
HE following letter was recently 
received from Mr. M. C. Mce- 

Donald, sales manager of General 

Mills: 

“The writer this morning received 
your check in the amount of $1.00 
covering refund on a long distance 
call I placed recently from the Clark 
hotel at Hastings, Nebraska. 

“From the attachment to the 
check I understand this was an over 
payment and with this letter goes a 
word of appreciation for this fine 
handling on your part.” 

Good service is sometimes taken 
as a matter of course and expres- 
sions of commendation such as this 
are always received with particular 
appreciation. Our thanks for your 
thoughtfulness, Mr. McDonald. 


SERVICE ANNIVEROARTES 


E. A. Rosker 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Jay Pugsley 


45 Years 35 Years 


Forty-Six Years 
. E. Behm, Lincoln. 


rij 


Forty-Five Years 
E. A. Rosker, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
J. M. Abrams, Plattsmouth. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 


Thirty-Six Years 
A. 8. Keckler, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
Jay Pugsley, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
K. B. Cary, H. H. Moss, T. S. Risser, 
Lincoln; J. C. Gear, Fairbury. 
Thirty-One Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 


Thirty Years 
A. T. Albers, Lincoln; T. §S. Burr, 
Hastings. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Georgia Tartsch, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Rose Riggs, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
R. L. Dalton, H. M. Miller, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Pearl Freeman, Table Rock: W. C. 
Stewart, Lincoln; Maude Willey, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Four Years 


F. P. Darnold, Lincoln: G. A. Stuart, 
York. 


Twenty Years 

A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 

Jessie Van Trump, Superior. 
Eighteen Years 

W. J. McDowell, Leroy — Schlentz, 


Florence Tatman, Lincoln. 


A, T. Albers T. S. Burr 
Lincoln Hastings 
30 Years 30 Years 


Seventeen Years 


H. D. Ash, Plattsmouth. 


Sixteen: Years 


Mary Turner, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 
Louise Schmidt, Beatrice. 
Fourteen Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 
W. W. Eden, Lincoln; B. A. Isaman, 
Hastings. 
Ten Years 
T. B. Hedges, G. A. Wasson, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 


Genevieve Griffin, Lincoln; Maxine 


Herbes, Osceola. 
Five Years 
Amy L. Dixon, Weeping Water; Lela 
Watson, Fairbury; Vera Watson, Utica. 


Now We Know 
CCORDING to Ade Newens, a 
fairway on a golf course is a 
mowed section suitable for teeing up 
balls which is used by people against 
whom you have made bets. 
Blessed Events 
= Mr. and Mrs. 
fae George Wasson 
are the proud 
a, aes parents of a 
Be baby boy, born 
: September 12. 
George is a mem- 
ber of the Con- 
struction De- 
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partment. 


A. W. Holcomb 


Louise Schmidt 
Lincoln Beatrice 


20 Years 15 Years 


What is a Customer? 
ee Fairbury Area Bulletin re- 
cently came out with some inter- 
esting and timely paragraphs on the 
subject of the customer. We quote: 


“A customer is the most important 
person ever in this institution — in 
person, by mail or at the other end of 
the telephone. 


“A customer is not dependent on 
us—we are dependent on him. 


“A customer is not an interrup- 
tion of our work—he is the purpose 
of it. We are not doing him a favor 
by serving him—he is doing us a 
favor by giving us the opportunity 
to do so. 


“A customer is a person who 
brings us his wants. It is our job to 
handle them profitably both to him, 
or her, and to ourselves, 


‘“A customer is not an outsider to 
our business—he is a part of it. 


“A customer is not cold statistics 
——he is a flesh and blood human be- 
ing, with feeling and emotions like 
our own. 


‘Here the customer is more im- 
portant than money.” 


"Trouble Sniffer’ 


TMWO Louisville employees of 

Southern Bell have invented a 
“Trouble sniffer” that detects wire 
trouble before it happens. The de- 
vice is operated in telephone offices 
and detects leaks of electricity in 
lines anywhere on the outside, en- 
abling repairmen to fix them before 
service is affected. 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


A new girl has been added to the Traf- 
fic Department this month, none other 
than Margaret Cornell, Here is a hearty 
welcome, Margaret, and we only hope you 
can t2ke what is in store for you. Proba- 
iton isn’t bad but the initiation is really 
something. . . Vacations are still going 
on—O. B. Dill reported back after enjoy- 
ing his time off??? (Painting his house 
and helping his wife can.) Betty Vybiral 
is idling away her two weeks wishing and 
thinking. (We bet she is just wishing.) 
Irene Swan spent a day in Lincoln recent- 
ly. Pat Emerson, Donna Fyfe and Shirley 
Brogan took in the State Fair. Where are 
the blue ribbons girls? What, no prizes? 
... The girls bid Mrs, Barry Nelson (Mar- 
jory Snyder) goodbye last week. Good 
luck, Snyder. . . . It seems as though one 
of the new girls was working toll and a 
call came through for Allis-Chalmers, She, 
being a bit confused asked, ‘‘Do you wish 
to speak to her personally?’ That is all 
right, Donna, after all there are a lot of 
Alices’ aren’t there? . The Plant De- 
partment is about the busiest place and 
yet they are the most well-behaved folks 
as they never cause any disturbance that 
would make news. They just work and let 
everyone alone but some day we hope to 
really have “something” on them. During 
the Bellwood cut-over there were several 
“foreigners” in the Plant, but even they 
were all business. Even during ‘“‘snack”’ 
hours of cake and cantaloupe they talked 
“shop”. . _ . News is scarce this month as 
you can easily see from what you have 
just read, but next time we will try to do 
better. 

Louisville 


_ Louise Thurman resigned August 31 and 
is going to Wesleyan College in Lincoln. 
. , Ruth Maier is vacationing at home. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Lost—Red White-Faced Cow, Weight 600 
lbs. Call G. M. Erhart, Dunbar 1821. This 
was a line call out on five or six rural 
lines northeast of Dunbar and northwest 
of Nebraska City. The cow was found 
about 9 p. m., Thursday, at Syracuse... . 
Welcome girls! We have some new girls 
with us, Mrs. Emma Komma and Jean 
Tigner (a former operator.) Mrs, Tackett 
and Mary Bartyzelle are our instructors 
and are they busy! Also with those coming 
in, we have some of the old operators 
leaving us. Jeanetta Wilcox and her par- 
ents moved to California. Mrs. Lowrey 
is leaving us to make a home for her new 
husband. . . . More vacationers are Violet 
Peterson, who snvent a week-end at Lin- 
coln with some relatives and the rest of 
the time at home, and Jeanie Bray, who 
spent her full two weeks in Oregon, Sorry 
she had to come home with the flu... . 


Those on the sick list were Mrs. Rawlings, 
Joyce Fritsch, Violet Peterson and Josie 
Shoemaker, .. , The travelers this month 
were Maxine Meyer, Violet Peterson, Betty 
Balfour, Kathryn Owens and Mrs. Pla- 
cek. All went to Lincoln to do some 
shopping. Margaret Wademan, Marie 
Cain, Maxine- Meyer, Betty Balfour and 
Betty Johnson all shopped in Omaha this 
month. . . . We have news that one of 
our former operators, Imo Hurlburt (now 
Mrs. Haines) has a bouncing baby boy. 
Congratulations, Mrs. Haines... . Mariam 
Haase svent her vacation in Cook visiting 
her husband-to-be’s parents. From her 
smile we know she was happy to see her 
sailor again, . . , Other visitors were Mr. 
McKinzie, Mr. F. E. Behm and Miss Mark- 
uson, who is spending a few weeks with 
us. 
Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mr, and Mrs. R, H. Humiston and daugh- 
ter Novita are spending their two week’s 
vacation at Hardy, Nebraska, with Mrs. 
Humiston’s folks. , . . Mrs, Ruth Koukal 
spent part of her vacation in Omaha vis- 
iting. ._ . Mrs. Doris Hoover is back work- 
ing as an A & L operator, . . .Thelma 
Tritsch spent the last two weeks of Aug- 
ust visiting her brother Dr. R. A. Kroeh- 
ler and family at Rosedale, Long Island 
and at their summer home in Pomptain 
Lakes, New Jersey. Thelma _ states she 
had a wonderful time seeing many things 
of interest including a trip to Washington, 
D.C... . On August 27 the telephone op- 
erators gave a shower for Mrs. Helen Ofe 
at the home of Mrs Johanns. The even- 
ing was spent in playing Bingo for which 
various prizes were awarded. Mrs. Ofe 
was the recipient of a beautiful bed spread 
given by the guests, Refreshments were 
served by Mrs. Johanns and Mrs. Tartsch. 


Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 
Mrs. W. A, Peterson, grandmother of 
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Alma Jones, operator, passed away at her 
home in Seward, September 5, at the age 
of 81. 


Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Sophia Windels has returned from her 
vacation which she spent in Springfield, 
Missouri, and Guthrie, Oklahoma... . 
Mrs. Marguerite Lockhart spent the week- 
end visiting relatives in Omaha... . Mr. 
and Mrs. Ernst, Marjorie Dunbar, Norma 
Dettmer, Gloria Bock, and Darlene Jo- 
hannes attended the State Fair. 


Weeping Water 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Olga Pehmrson returned to work Sep- 
tember 9 after spending a month in Cal- 
ifornia. . .. Mrs. Amy Dixon returned 
to work September 16 after spending two 
weeks in Oklahoma, ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Gray and sons spent their two 
week’s vacation in the Ozarks. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering Dept. 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 

Here we are at it again and first of all 
we wish to welcome six new employees 
to our departments. They are Goldie 
Palmer in the south office, Lorraine Vicek, 
Donna Marriot. and Patricia Casey of the 
North office, Mr. Ghormley in the En- 
gineers dept.. and Marv Dietrich who has 
taken over Mildred McGill’s position as 
Jr, Secretary, since Mildred’s recent res- 
ignation. “Terrible Terry’’ Largent’s 
marriage came as quite a surprise to all. 
She recently took the name of Cassidy 
during a ceremony performed at Las 
Vegas, Nevada. She then went to Los 
Angeles, California and at this writing is 
now residing in San Francisco, , .. We 
can also tell of an ex-employee, Ginny 
Miller’s marriage. Ginnv who has been 
singing with Ray Pearl’s Orchestra in 
Chicago, was recently married to one of 
the orchestra men_... Marie Vidlock has 
now taken over the position of Senior 
Secretary since Coeur D’Alene McArtor’s 
resignation to be married. Coeur D’Alene 
was married October 30, at Pickrell, Nebr. 
She had an informal church wedding, fol- 
lowed by a reception at her home, The 
couple will reside in Arkansas, .. . Per- 
haps some of you have seen the picture 
“Brave Man Ross’? has been showing of 
two snakes. Comparative likeness, don’t 
you think??? What a man! He’s not afraid 
of anything .., Hank Ames, V. A. Ran- 
dall and H. J, Soderholm retired recently 
on Pension payroll... ,. Vacationers this 
month were, Mr. Franklin who spent his 
in Denver, Alvina Miller who went to 
Red Oak, Iowa, since known as Red Red 
Oak, and Dorothy Carlson whose vacation 
“was spent playing hide and seek, mostly 
seek, with a member of the stronger sex.” 
Note: Quotation... , Eunice Carlson took 
a few days vacation which she spent at 


Recognize this tough hombre? He is A. 
M. Newens, now area manager at Platts- 
mouth, taken while crossing the Pacific. 
No wonder the Japs gave up. 


home. Incidentally have you ever heard 
Eunice’s rendition of ‘Mr. Suzanne’’. She 
has a wonderful hog calling technique. 
Make a good partner for the ‘‘Little One’’. 
Viva June Miller vacationed in Cove, Ar- 
kansas and on a little trip to the moun- 
tains got a beautiful if not rather uncom- 
fortable case of Poison Ivy... Ed Brehm 
recently transferred from the Addresso- 
graph to the Engineering Department 
taking a position as draftsman. . an se 
WANTED: Corn Pickers If interested 
contact Carl Ahl, Pay by bushel, hour, or 
day, whichever preferred, P.S. Carl would 
like to make this a corn picker’s party, 
if enough are interested. 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


Well, now that everybody is back in 
their own stalls and the construction of- 
fice finds they have to put up with us 
once again, we find it falls to our lot to 
write the construction news items. We 
wish to welcome two new employees, D. 
E. Jones and John E. Turner, both men 
have had previous experience and we hope 
they will find it enjoyable working here 
with us. It looks like we can’t beat this 
game though, as we lost two employees 
this month also. Delbert Mutchie has re- 
Signed as he is moving to California and 
Bob Cardwell left us to go back to school. 
. + . Vacationers this month include Otto 
Buck, Jacob Albrandt, Arthur Higgins, 

loyd Murphy, Robert Muse John Shipp, 
George Wasson and Joy Dobbs. We have- 
n’t received any reports as to how they 
spent their time but we hope they en- 
joyed themselves at any rate... Newly- 
weds this month include Jacob Albrandt 
and Robert Fuller. We don’t have the 
particulars as to who the lucky girls were 
or when the events took place but maybe 
we can give you more informatiorn next 
month, .. . Congratulations are in order 
for George Wasson—he is the proud papa 
of a bouncing baby boy—born September 
12th—bet we can guess how he spent his 
vacation. . . . If anyone has been slighted 
or the wrong thing has been said, hope 
you will bear with us—you see we're 
really not very well informed, Maybe 
by the time another month rolls by, we 
will know what makes this department 
tick again. See you next month. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor. 


The mail room has been buzzing with 
excitement the last few weeks, and you'll 
see why when you hear everything that’s 
happened in that one little place. : 
Wilma Jean Adamson took her vacation 
the first two weeks in September and went 
to Littleton, Colorado. She returned with 
a sparkling diamond and her wedding 


date set for September 27. After her mar- 
riage to Archie Chinn, she resigned to be 
a rancher’s wife in Littleton, Colorado. 

. Gene Larson, also of the mail room, 
was married in the United Brethren 
Church in Aurora to Floyd Waak of Hoop- 
er. They spent their honeymoon in Colo- 
rado and Wyoming, and now they’re back 
living in Lincoln where Floyd will attend 
school and Gene will continue her work. 
. . . We wish to welcome Glen Obert as 
the new mail boy in the General Office 
Building. He’s the husband of Betty Ob- 
ert of the Lincoln Cafeteria, and we’re 
glad to have him with us, 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


With fall here it won’t be long before 
we will be seeing frost on the pumpkin, 
.,.A new face in the supply office is that 
of Darleen Hershberger, who is working 
at the order desk. Welcome to you Dar- 
leen. . . . Vacationers this month include: 
F. A. Blockwitz, who stayed at home doing 
some work around the house. . , . C. E. 
Connors who went to Nebraska City to 
visit his brother and stayed at home the 
rest of the time, ... Bob Wohlberg spent 
his time doing the big job of moving,... 
H. F. Smith visited his sisters in Gering 
and Morrill, Nebraska, . .. We are happy 
to report that Bob Donaldson is now at 
home and uv and around recovering from 
a recent operation, ... Jerry Henderson 
has resigned to move to California. 
Milton Royce reports that supplies are 
coming in very slow and are harder to get 
than they were during the war. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
By Betty Henson 


People come and people go through our 
office portals but with the leaving of R., C. 
Parsons was a farewell partv after office 
hours one Saturday, p. m. “Pars’’, as he 
was better known, had been with the com- 
pany for 27 vears and received a token of 
esteem from the office friends when he 
was presented with a wrist watch. We'll 
miss you, “Pars’’, and here’s wishing you 
good health and happiness. . . . Three 
newcomers found their wavy into our 
midst this month and we welcome Ima J. 
Wear, Dean and Irene Hamilton. May 
your stay be lengthy, . Vacations are 
still taking folks away from the office 
for brief periods. Mary Ann Maser spent 
her vacation fixing up her new apart- 
ment as did Margaret Erickson and Mavis 
Everett. Verna Alexander spent her va- 
cation taking care of her mother who is 
ill with a heart ailment. Marjorie Whiting 
spent her time at home doing her fall 
house-cleaning while Mike Egan jaunted 
off to the Nebraska-Minnesota football 
fame as a main event during his vaca- 
tion. And, Myrtle Hiner was another 
fortunate Nebraska - Minnesota _ football 
spectator, . . Dan Cunid is still flutter- 
ing around in our office with Viola Gra- 
ham being the last victim with a sparkler 
on third-finger-left-hand. We understand 
that wedding bells will soon ring out but 
the date hasn’t been confirmed. ...,A 
month seldom passes without Someone 
in L, Coml. pulling a boner, Bill Quinn 
really scored this month by trying to 
close shop on time. One Saturday at 12:00 
sharp, Bill high hurdled the counter, rac- 
ed to the window and drew the shades, 
closed and bolted the door, and proudly 
walked away patting himself on the back. 
But, —to his surprise it wasn’t 12:30 sharp, 
it wasn't time to close the office, and 
people were desperately waiting in the 
lobby with bills in hand and astounded 
looks on their faces. Well, Bill was one 


speechless Irishman. . , . No folks, that 
isn’t H, Spahnle’s tongue hanging out since 
directory closing is finally over, -—it’s 
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just his red necktie. . . . Evelyn Pruss sur- 
prised herself the other evening at the 
Cornhusker Hotel, It seems she was at- 
tending a banquet and stepped out into 
the lobby and happened to meet Mr. Cary. 
She casually asked whose party was “over 
yonder.” Upon close examination she 
found that she wasn’t pointing at the so- 
called party but was pointing at no one 
else but herself in the mirror. Mr, Cary 
adds a postscript—‘‘seventh wonder of 
the world, Miss Pruss recognized herself 
in a mirror”, So ends another L. 
Coml. round-table, 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Football jack pots and bowling scores 
are flying thick and fast in the Service 
Dept., and then with the World Series too 
—it really is a mad house, . .. With five 
bowling teams in this department, there’s 
liable to be some blood shed this year, 
... This is on the Q. T, but Dell Gilmore 
takes his wife bowling so he can boast that 
he beat some one. ,. . Kenneth Christ- 
ensen was transferred from the Switch- 
room to Mr. Neff’s department so he can 
work and continue with his higher edu- 
cation. . . , Sweating out the registration 
line at the Universitq was almost too much 
for George Ramsey, Lucky for him it was 
time for his vacation so he can recuper- 
ate, ... Phil Garvey and the Mrs. spent 
a three week vacation exploring the north- 
west. They attended an organ recital 
at the Tabernacle at Salt Lake City, visit- 


Wymore’s attractive cashier, Milly Lu 
Lane. 


ed Boulder Dam, Grand Canyon, Pudget 
Sound and the sunny Sacramento Valley. 
Gay Henderson spent his vacation visiting 
in Omaha and entertaining company from 
St. Louis, Don Rutledge ventured 
all the way to Syracuse and Nehawka for 
his vacation. . . . Harry White journeyed 
north into the wilds of Canada for his 
vacation. . _ . Bob Tucker, from York. is 
loading himself with the knowledge of the 
switchroom and circuit reading. ... We 
have several newcomers in our “gang” 
this month, . . . Mrs. Dolores Kreizinger 
of Bellwood, Nebr., is new at the Service 
board. Mrs. Kreizinger formerly worked 
for the Continental Tel. Co. at Columbus 
_. . John Laudenback and Willard Perrin 
are learning their way around the switch- 
room and helping with the mobile radio 
equipment. Harold Wart is helping 
with the cleaning and yard work at “3” 
and ‘4 Office. . Learning the art of 
combinationmen are; Ross Brehm, Robert 
Swanson, Fredrick Humann, Robert Hohn- 
stein, Joe D. Lewis and Russell White 
.. , We are sorry to report at the time of 
this writing that Bill Hassler is under the 
weather. We hope to see him back on 
the job real soon and that his difficulty 
won't interfere too much with his bowling 
activities. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The Autumn season is being ushered in 
with new classes, the members of which, 
with their instructors are: Mrs, Hubbard, 
Miss Jurgens, Mrs. Withrow and Mrs. So- 
land with Miss Grafton as_ instructor; 
Misses Barth, Matson, Williams, and Cox 
with Miss Glover instructing; and Mrs. 
Marcks teaching Mrs, Harrison, Mrs. Heck- 
er Mrs. Courtright and Mrs, Weekly,... 
The Miss Dinsmore of Santa Barbara, 
Calif., and Mrs, Gustafson of Omaha are 
new local operators. ... Ruth McCracken 
and Marian Jelinek recently spent a 
week-end in St, Louis. .. , Ruth and Lola 
Hetherington spent their vacation with 
their parents at Lawrence. . . . Our apol- 
ogy for the scarcity of news is the always 
good alibi of having also been on vaca- 
tion, a part of which was spent in the 
home of Mrs. Wayne Carroll, Chief Oper- 
ator at Shelby, and her sister, Rose Halli- 
gan, an overator at the Shelby exchange. 
... Darlene Schomaker whose name was, 
by ‘error, omitted in last month’s issue 1s 
a new supervisor. .. . Marie Portsche has 
been appointed part time clerk, ~ w «deat 
bara Blockwitz has been appointed part- 
time supervisor, Doris Sutton has 
been promoted to full time clerk. 
Leota Smelser is also among the new su- 
pervisors Ruth Straka enjoyed her 
vacation at Estes Park, Colo, _.. - Mar- 
celline Scott recently spent a week-end at 
her home in Wymore. .. . Marion Jelinek 
is the wearer of a diamond ring, recent- 
ly received, . , Helen Wallman and Nor- 
ma Bailey spent a week-end in Omaha. 
ee We extend congratulations to re- 
cently married couples, Mr. and Mrs, 
Sidney Smith and Mr, and Mrs. Orville 
Lenz. Mrs. Smith is the former Georgia 
Finnigan, senior supervisor, while Mrs. 
Lenz was formerly Frances Peterson, SU- 
pervisor _. Mr, Donley has recovered 
from the effects of a broken bone in his 
foot and has resumed his favorite past- 
time, playing tennis. . . . Miss Markuson 
is enjoying a vacation in Alliance and 
Denver. ..  Clarabelle Schroll has return- 
ed from a visit in Fairbury. . . . Rod An- 
drews, “Peg Count (?) guy’, is on vaca- 
tion which, had he chanced to look in on 
the labors of the peg-count force, he might 
have considered well timed, _ Andy 
Andrews and Roy Carlson are working ex- 
ceptionally hard these days due to cut- 
ting over of the exchanges to dial opera- 
tion. With pencil in hand and nose to the 
grind stone, they are typical faithful 
workers. . , . Miss Seymour reports hav- 
ing greatly enjoyed working with the 
Lincoln Taffic Operators from the PBX 
Board at the State Fair, . , . Miss Wilma 
Grupe vacationed the first two weeks in 
September. Think most of her time was 
spent in the old home town of Beatrice. 
Outside of the fact that your folks live 
there and that you are seen heading south 
every week-end, what other attraction 
does Beatrice hold for you, Wilma?—or are 


we getting too personal? ... Almyra alias 
Myra alias Minnie Metcalf spent a veo 
end in Rock Island, Illinois... . Welcome 


to Paul Henson who is attending the 
University and working part time in the 
General Traffic Office, .. . Marie Jackson 
prefers the streamlined method of bak- 
ing pies, combining the crust and filling 
first and then baking it, in the old fash- 
ioned way. We wonder if the new recipe 
worked, . . Elsie Anderson is always 
able to get information about the hard- 
to-get items—nylons, soap, etc. How’s 
about letting us in on the secret Elsie? 

. Jeanne Framstead and Wilma Grupe 
represent the General Traffic Department 
in the bowling league. _ Erma Dill- 
worth expects to get a driver’s license??? 
If anyone should see her driving down the 
street, keep on the sidewalks—better keep 
moving back!! 


Helen Greiner and Opal Hegeholz on 
duty at the Seward switchboard, 


Southern District 
By Margaret Lenhart 


Auburn 


Lena McLain, Correspondent 


We are happy to have Thelma Harris 
with us again. Thelma formerly worked 
here as an operator, .. . Our welcome 
mat is also out to Mrs. Gladys Neuge- 
bauer, our new operator who has been 
transferred here from Crab Orchard, .. . 
Vacations and week-end jaunts still take 
the spot light. Mrs, Oakel Butier has re- 
turned from her vacation but Miss Grace 
Brooks is still enjoying hers. _. . Velda 
Gillispie was a week-end visitor in Omaha, 


Beatrice 


Ruth’ Schweitzer, Naida Fanders, Christine 
Mason and Leland Hodge, Correspondents 


Joining our ranks of “Sisters of the 
Switchboard” are Helen Vasey of Tucson, 
Arizona; Adelaide Kinard of El Paso, 
Texas; and Marjorie Johns of our own 
little metropolis, Welcome to our happy 
family girls! A new discovery—it’s 
not the air conditioning that’s causing 
chills while working at the board these 
days but the “Ice” being worn on the left 
hands of Velda Williams and Jean Grov- 
er. Lucky gals! ... Four of our girls put 
away their head-sets to enjoy a carefree 
two weeks. Miss Schmidt traveled 
over two thousand miles via United Air 
Lines visiting Hartford, Connecticut, New 
York City, Chicago and Detroit... . Lu- 
cille Murray took to the mountains of 
Colorado for a restful (?) two weeks. And 
by the way, Lucille, who accompanied 
you? ... Mrs. Stanley spent a quiet vaca- 
tion at Kearney. . . . September 20th was 
a lovely day for Hummer until she dis- 
covered her new hours of 10-2 and 3-7 
were nite hours and not day as she had 
thought—Cheer up, Hum, it’s only for a 
week, (We think!) . Mrs. Sharp, who 
recently retired, wishes to express her 
appreciation and thanks for the lovely 
picture given her by the girls. . . . The 
first two weeks in September saw John 
Brockmeyer on his vacation. He made 
good use of his time working around his 
home! . .. Max Brandt is spending his 
vacation motoring through Kansas and 
Oklahoma. One bright (or was it a 
“bright” Monday morning?) Norma Jean 
Whittaker, our worthy commercial clerk, 
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during a telephone conversation with the 
railroad office, insisted that the telephone 
office had no need for a carload of coal, 
Wire Chief Leland Hodge, in the office 
during the call, said (when Norma Jean 
had hung up), ‘‘Are you sure he said a 
load of coal? I bet it is a load of poles.” 


Mr. Hodge was so right! ... The Beatrice 
Commercial Office had an almost his- 
toric Monday, August the 25th , . . seems 


as though an unusual number of people 
waited until the zero hour to pay their 
bills. .. , Area Commercial Manager Chas, 
Dickenman and Mrs Dickenman spent 
their vacation by taking a motor trip 
through various parts of Colorado, When 
asked about the highlights of their trip 
Mr, Dickenman replied, “The whole trip” 
—but added that they did view Will Rog- 
er’s Shrine at Colorado Springs and visit- 
ed the Colorado State Penitentiary at 
Canon City. 


Burchard 


Mabel Dougherty and Hattie Wilcox 
made business trips to Beatrice this month. 


Cook 


Delores Finke was an over-night guest 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Poehler August 27. 
. Mrs. Ida Townsend started her two 
weeks’ vacation September 3. She visit- 
ed her daughters, Mrs. Martin Heuer at 
Peru, and Mrs. Clarence Wohlbrandt at 
Hanover, Kansas. 


Dawson 


Frances Duryea and family attended the 
Richardson County Free Fair at Hum- 
boldt, . .. Pfe. Riley Duryea is home on 
furlough from New Orleans. He is the 
son of Chief Operator-Cashier Frances 
Duryea. 

DeWitt 


Ruth Kreuscher and Helen Chinnock 
have resigned to become Coeds at the 
University of Nebraska. 


Fairbury 


Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Wire Chief ‘“‘Red’’ Gear has returned 
home from Savannah, Missouri, where he 
has been taking treatments at the Dr 
Nichols Sanatorium. Red reports he is 
feeling fine and is looking forward to re- 
turning to his duties around October 1. 
We’re glad to have you back, Red! me 
Dora Jane Lewis, Eileen Aubert, Edna 
Bast, and Vera Sweetser, all of the 
Traffic Department, have taken their 
vacations this month... , The gals of the 
Traffic Department held a watermelon 
feed at the City Park recently—after one 
of the weekly band concerts. ., , Marion 
Thompson, Eileen Aubert and Gordon Neal 
are three employees who attended the 
State Fair at Lincoln. . . . Recent out-of- 
town visitors have been: Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Caliey to Daiphos, Kansas; Mr. and Mrs, 


By popular request, we print this pic- 
ture of Mabel Volpp, Lincoln Traffic Su- 
pervisor taken ‘’down on the farm” some 
time ago. Friendly, isn’t she? (The calf 
we mean!) 
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“Time out for Lunch” as Lowell John- 
son and Wes Haas of the Lincoln Shop 
enjoy their noon day snack. 


Floyd Nave to Lincoln; Marion Thompson 
to Lincoln; and T. E. Longdon to Lincoln. 
... Mrs. M. Howard is the new Chief Op- 
erator-Cashier at Daykin, Mrs. Howard is 
taking the place of Mrs. Sylvia Giffin 
who resigned recently. 


Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 


Marie Gifford resigned August 31 and 
has entered the Northwestern Bible School 
in Minneapolis She is employed as a 
part time PBX operator with the Nevins 
Cleaning Establishment. Although we 
miss you, Marie, we wish you much suc- 
cess. . . , Roberta Redman was a week- 
end guest of her cousin Duane Calkins and 
his family of Lawrence, Kansas. _. . Mr. 
and Mrs. James Alldritt entertained Aug- 
ust 6 at a delicious fried chicken Supper 
in the park. We had ice cream and cake, 
too! 

Humboldt 


Miss Mary Meister is enjoying a vaca- 
tion from her work as operator. She plans 
to spend a part of her vacation with her 
sister, Ms. Geoge Sandfort, at Alma, Miss- 
ouri. .. One of the admirers of the local 
j a inp ‘& T. Co. gave us a couple of water- 
melons. M-m-m good!.. . Betty Lou Herr 
and Mariella Williamson appeared in the 
Coronation program September 10, open- 
ing the Richardson County Free Pair. «<3. 
The employees of the local office, and 
their families, held a cooperative supper 
and party complimentary to Miss Viola 
Clough, night operator, and Miss Willis- 
tine Clark, cashier; who have tendered 
their resignations. Viola is moving to Lin- 
coln and Willistine will attend the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. The supper was serv- 
ed at small tables. Bouquets of flowers 
were used as table decorations. After 
supper, games provided the entertainment 
for the evening. Ice cream and wafers 
were served at the close. In behalf of the 
employees, Ed Flowerday, local manager, 
presented gifts to Miss Clough and Miss 
Clark. ... Mariella Williamson has replac- 
ed Willistine Clark as cashier. Mariella 
has been an operator at the office for 
some time. 


Pawnee City 


This is our first attempt at gathering 
news for the telephone News. Anew mem- 
ber has been added to our force—welcome 
Miss Ellen Marshall, .. Vacations during 
September were enjoyed by Manager 
Becker, who spent a week in Lincoln, and 


Mrs. Cecile Morehead, who spent a week 
at home. Miss Berneice Davis en- 
joyed a week-end in Kansas City. . : 
Mrs, Edna McDonald was a visitor in Lin- 
coln September 19. .., The Humboldt Fair 
was enjoyed by all of us, . , , Miss Caro- 
lyne Hunley will be back working nites 
after September 30 when her ‘“‘Bud” leaves 
for the army. Cheer up, Carolyne, we’ll 
entertain you! 
Steinauer 


Mary Kalin spent the week-end of Aug- 
ust 27 and 28 in Lincoln visiting friends. 
e . Donna Lee Schutz has resigned as 
operator and Edna Frey is our new relief 
operator... . Hattie Wilcox of Burchard 
visited our office August 29, ... Jerrie 
Murphy also visited our office this month. 
_, . Bridget Divis made a couple of bus- 
iness trips to Tecumseh during the month. 


Sterling 


Mrs, Minnie Christline entered the Lin- 
coln General Hospital August 28 and un- 
derwent a major operation. She went 
through the ordeal satisfactorily and we 
all hope that she will be on the road to 
recovery soon. ,_. Esther Fritz attended 
the flower show at Adams sponsored by 
the W.S.C.S, of the Methodist Church.... 
Mr. and Mrs, R. G. Morton of Nemaha 
were passing through Sterling on their 
way to Geneva and stopped for a short 
visit with Esther Fritz. 


Table Rock 


Carol Strohm was taken to the Ortho- 
pedic Hospital after she became ill soon 
after returning from a visit in South Da- 
kota, Her case has definitely been di- 
agnosed as polio. This is the first case in 
Table Rock. Carol is reported to be im- 
proving satisfactorily and has escaped the 
danger of paralysis. 


Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent 


Goldie Thompson spent her two weeks’ 
vacation in Colorado with her daughter, 
Mrs, Vic Buethe at Longmont; and her 
brother, Sid Whitehead, and family at 
Bennet, Colorado. . ,. . LaVerne Beaster- 
feld spent several evenings in Cook visit- 
ing her parents and with relatives from 
Bellevue, Kansas... , Jerrie Murphy at- 
tended the State Fair in Lincoln Septem- 
ber 1. . .. During Harold Drake’s vaca- 
tion he attended the National Field Trials 
of the Coon Dog Association at Canton, 
Ohio, and also visited a brother at De- 
troit, .. LaVerne Beasterfeld has been 
transferred temporarily to Beatrice for a 
short course in Toll Instructing, ... Jerrie 
Murphy made business trips to Pawnee 
City, Lincoln and Nebraska City during 
the month... , Effie Smith is spending her 
vacation at home. , .. We wish to welcome 
Alice Ditto, our new student operator ,_. 
Glancing over the crowded streets dur- 
ing the Humboldt Fair, we noticed Lois 
Stinson, The Drakes and Husings, and 
Jerrie Murphy... . Merl Sherman is help- 
ing out in the Paint Department again 
this year on Saturdays, and attends Peru 
State Teachers College the rest of the 
time. 
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Western 


Sarah Mussmann was a Lincoln shopper 
September 11. 


Wilber 


G. D. Brock is spending a few days of 
his vacation visiting relatives in Columbus, 


Nebaska, ... Amelia and Anne Aden vis- 
ited relatives in David City for a few 
days during Anne’s vacation. . , Betty 


Recker resigned August 19 to take a 
position in Lincoln. . . Viola Knapp is 
wearing one of those flashing rings. Con- 
gratulations, Vi! 


Wymore 


Our new manager, Dan W. Smith, spent 
part of his vacation getting moved to our 
fair city and is now nicely located and 
hard at work.... Our Chief Operator, Miss 
Dunn, is looking forward to a pleasant va- 
cation beginning September 30. She has 
a new Set of twins in the family—this time 
in the form of niece and nephew—and she 
will spend her vacation helping care for 
them.... Edna Mae Day, operator, has been 
off work the past three weeks with the flu. 
We hope to see you back to work soon, 
Edna Mae. _.. Another operator, Evelyn 
Watson, is wearing a new diamond ring. 
. . , Every other day or so our Cashier, 
Milly Lu Lane, nearly causes the new 
manager to tear his hair—due to the fact 
that she comes down to work all bedeck- 
ed in some new finery and calmly an- 
nounces, “I am going to get married this 
afternoon.” . .. That’s all for this month, 
but wait until next month’s issue when 
we can give a full and interesting report 
of the vacation trip of Milly Lu and 
Imogene Robertson & Co. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Fairmont 


Miss Ruth Crooker resigned as night 
operator Aug. 24th, On that same day 
she traveled to Belleville, Kans., and was 
united in marriage to John H. Spell of 
Ridgewood, N. J. After a short honey- 
moon in California they will make their 
home in Ridgewood, N. J. Congratulations 
Ruth! ... Mrs. Elizabeth Little is the new 
night operator. She has been on vaca- 
tion the past two weeks, just taking it 
easy around home. 


Geneva 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


Miss Emma Ebbeka, operator, submitted 
to a thyroidectomy Sept. 7, 1946 at the 
Lincoln General Hospital. She will re- 
sume her work as of Oct. 7, . . . Helen 
Hillyer and Helen Adermann have taken 
their vacations, Helen Hillyer spent her 
vacation in Central City and Litchfield. 
Helen Adermann is spending her vacation 
at home. . Mrs, Ella Ebbeka was re- 
tired as of Sept. 1. John Scheierman has 
been employed as janitor... .A HEARTY 
WELCOME was extended to Mr. Bush, the 
traveling auditor who spent several days 
in the office just checking things over. 
Mr Bush has been passing us up the past 
several years and we thought he did not 
like our hospitality but he informed us 
differently, at least WE FELT BETTER 
after he left. 


Harvard 


Mrs. Bernice White, night operator, has 
returned from her vacation which she 
spent in LaHart, Illinois, Visiting her 
daughter. 


Friendly Al Ager casts an expert eye on 
the hydrometer as he tests the Seward 
batteries. 
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Hastings 


Dorothy Osterthun and Harriett Barnett, 
Correspondents 


The main happenings of the month seem 
to be vacations. Marie Pearson, Chief 
Operator, and her folks journeyed to 
Maine and New York to visit a sister. They 
also went to Niagara Falls and Canada and 
report having had a very wonderful time. 
It also seems she rated very well in pur- 
chasing nylons, . Irene Jurgensmeier 
spent a quiet vacation visiting in Logan, 
Kansas. Margie and Iva Thompson 
svent a few davs of their vacations visit- 
ing in Bladen and Lincoln, svending the 
rest of the time at home in Hastings. . 
Helen Brotherton visited a girl friend in 
Page, . . Betty Bennett spent her vaca- 
tion loafing around home. Rosetta 
Habben spent part of her vacation in Iowa 
and we wonder if it was just to see the 
corn crop?? _ Garnet Buss went to Te- 
cumseh to help Dorothy Osterthun spend 
her vacation. They also spent a few days 
in Lineoln and report a super time. . 
Mrs. Valeda Kennedy spent her vacation 
running around in North Carolina, return- 
ing via Chicago where she saw her broth- 
er who has just returned from China.... 
Mrs. Katherine Hoover loves our fair city 
so well she spent her vacation 
at home. . .. Miss Charlotte Keller spent 
her vacation at her home in Doniphan 
and was unable to return after her two 
weeks were up due to illness. . . . Our 
collection of wise sayings is steadily grow- 
ing. While working on paystations, Helen 
Berg was overheard to sav. ‘“‘Will you de- 
nosit a number, please?’”’ However, Teresa 
Venhaus goes one better bv saying, ‘Will 
you ring up while I hang?” ... As the 
radio blares in the lounge room, the foun- 
tain washes one’s face and the board lights 
flash off and on, Lulubelle Stansherrv sits 
wondering if she has a Jetter waiting for 
her at home from her Marine. Time goes 
slow now, but wait until he gets back! 

. Dorothy Northup celebrated her 20th 
birthday recently but as far as I can see 
she doesn’t look a day older, How do you 
feel, Dot? Her fiance, Jimmie. sent her a 
beautiful Bulova. . Sneaking of anni- 
versaries. Mrs. Marcella Vontz celebrated 
her wedding anniversary alone. However, 
vou should see the beautiful pure silk 
paiamas and kimono, fan, shoes, and chop 
sticks her hushand sent her from Japan. 
Can vou manipulate those chon sticks. vet? 
_.. Joining our fair ranks are Dixie Walk- 
er, Fdith Bockerman, Nadine Knight, 
Josephine Reining and Velma Stamer, A 
former employee, Dorothy Himmelberg, is 
with us again. New toll operators 
this month are Misses Bette Harnett. Betty 
Hemberger and Mrs. Valeda Kennedy and 
Mrs. Helen Stephens, Leavine the 
plug-pushing profession for the fascina- 
tion of pencil-pushing at Hastings College 
are Lucille Clemens and Marion Jones. 
. . . Lorraine Peterson is resigning also 
but for a different purpose. It seems that 
George has waited as long as he likes and 
now the big event is looming up next 
month, Minnesota, here they come! We 
must also mention Mattie Petersen’s beau- 
tiful diamond, We are all wondering when 
the date is set for hut Mattie says, “We 
do have to have a house first.” . . . Speak- 
ing of Mattie, it seems that she ventured 
into the Fun House at Capitol Beach and 
took a ride on a disc. She was thrown 
off and came back to work with a “floor 
burn” on her arm ; Misses Minnie 
Schlitt, Marie Pearson, Garnet Buss and 
Dorothy Osterthun attended the Employ- 
ee’s picnic at Lincoln. Grown-ups seemed 
to enjoy the merry-go-round as well as the 
youngsters, didn’t we, Marie? 


Osceola 


Maxine Herbes, Correspondent 


Ann Seymour spent several days in the 
Osceola Area during September... . Va- 


cationers in the Traffic De- 
partment during August 
and September included 
Hazel Johnson, Betty Beebe, 
Maxine Wright and Agnes 
Gustafson. The girls say 
they spent the time “relax- 
ing”? at home. 


Polk 


Mrs, Esther McNeeley left 

September 23 for Des Moin- 
es, Iowa, where she _ is 
spending her vacation vis- 
iting her daughter. 
Mrs. Clara Anderson and 
Corrine Carlson were Grand 
Island shoppers during Sep- 
tember, 
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Shelby 


Mrs. Thrasilla Kubicek 
enjoyed her two weeks va- 
cation the latter part of 
September. ..., Mrs. Mayme 
Carroll returned to work 
September 16 after spend- 
ing a week visiting relatives 
in Omaha, Lincoln and 
Friend. 


Superior 


Darlene MacDonald, 
Correspondent. 


Frances Meyer has join- 
ed the Traffic Dept. as new 
local student. Welcome to 
our midst. ... Pat Gourley and Olga An- 
dersen have begun their toll training. ,._. 
Frances Harmon, Chief Operator, spent 
one week of her vacation visiting friends 
in Denver, Colorado. . . . Nadine Messer- 
smith and Jessie Van Trump spent their 
days off shopping in Hastings, Betty Jep- 
pesen spent her day off in Lincoln and 
Pat Gourley went to Burr Oak, Kansas. 
. -.- Another name has been added to our 
list of engaged girls. This time it is Dor- 
thea Vale. Congratulations, Dorthea. ._. 
Frank Kubat, Area Manager, spent the 
week end in Lincoln attending the annual 
golf tournament. He came home bearing 
the news that he had been elected presi- 
dent for the coming year, .. . The other 
morning, thinking it was a messenger boy 
coming, we all rushed to the door to see 
but found it was only Bert Kline arriv- 
ing on his newly purchased motor scoot- 
er, That being a few days ago, we all 
know enough now to keep off the street 
when we hear him coming. What these 
telephone employees won’t think of next! 


Sutton 
Mrs Iris Ramsey, Correspondent 


Thursday evening, September 19, the 
Sutton employees enjoyed a steak dinner 
at Eckhardt’s cafe in honor of Miss Erma 
Brown and Mr and Mrs. A. D. Cassell, 
nee Catherine Kahm, Miss Brown, form- 
er night operator, has been pensioned 
after serving the public for 29 years. Miss 
Edith Schleiger, Chief Operator, acted as 
toastmistress and presented the honorees 
with gifts. 


York 
Arlene Anderson, Correspondent. 


Vacation time is still here, it goes right 
on throughout the year. Velma Garlock 
and Anita Herndon have returned to work, 
Hattie Marquardt spent her vacation in 
York and Edna Pflughaupt spent hers in 
Seward. Maxine Meradith of the 
Commercial Dept. had quite a hectic week- 
end recently, ending up with a book on 
the “ups and downs of horses’’. Seems as 
how she and a girl friend climbed aboard 
Dobbin and the poor overloaded horse 
made a slight objection. Screams for help 
were in vain, They finally got the horse 
quieted down and tied with a Girl Scout 
knot but as soon as the girls turned their 
backs he tiptoed out of the farmyard, _. 
Helen Garner is the new local student on 
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“They wuz allus gettin’ shot during huntin’ seasons.” 


our roster. ..,. Minnie Sanmann is teach- 
ing toll students Betty Jane Ulm and 
Gerry Gardner. . . A welcome hamburger 
fry and watermelon feed was staged by the 
inimitable York office for our new mana- 
ger, Lloyd Cleveland, Babe Combs and his 
“destruction” gang were in attendance. 
. . , Marian Boyle surprised everyone 
last month by calmly saying she had 
changed her name It was quite awhile 
before anyone would believe her. She is 
now Mrs. Donald Rasmussen and will con- 
tinue as Assistant Chief Operator, 

Norma Roehrs has resigned to become 
Mrs, Bill Gallant, jr., the first part of Oc- 
tober. . . . Norma Fisher is withholding 
her resignation pending a telegram from 
the fiancee overseas, due home in Octo- 
ber. Who said June was the month of 
brides! Best wishes and good luck, girls. 
. ,. By the time this goes to press, Arlene 
Anderson will be Mrs, Frances Jokerst. 
Her resignation was effective October 5th. 
: Our janitor, Les Ellis, is on his 
vacation, Alex Pauley and Dave 
Culbertson have taken his place 
for an hour each morning, They both 
look natural leaning on a broom... . Dials 
are being installed in the York office and 
the girls are bemoaning the fact that 
they may have to cut their fingernails. 
How about that, Marian Rasmussen and 
Edna Mae Marquardt, ... This is my last 
edition so the editor may now take time 
out for a sigh of relief. You lucky people 
are going to have a new correspondent. 
I’ve enjoyed insulting you and you've 
been good sports about taking it. Thanks! 
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Retiring Employees Honored 


(Continued from page 3) 


Company as a clerk in the accounting 
department. He was promoted to 
bookkeeper in 1917, to plant clerk in 
1930 and to custom billing clerk in 
1931. Retiring on pension on Janu- 
ary 1, 1942, he returned to work 
later in the same year to help out 
during the acute labor shortage and 
was employed in an advanced cleri- 
cal position at the time of his present 
retirement. 


Erma C. Brown entered the tele- 
phone business nearly thirty years 
ago as student operator at Sutton 
and her entire career has been spent 
in that town. She became night op- 
erator in October, 1917, continuing 
in that position until September of 
last year when sickness forced her 
to give up active duty. Her transfer 
to the retirement payroll was effec- 
tive September 5. 


Maude C. Davis carries a record 
of thirty-one years service in the 
telephone industry. First employed 
by the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany at Beatrice in July, 1909 she re- 
mained until August, 1910 when she 
transferred to St. Joseph, Missouri as 
operator for the Independent Tele- 
phone Company. She began her 
work with our Company as chief 
operator at Filley in March, 1915, 
removing to Steele City as contract 
chief-operator in July, 1917, and to 
Pickrell in the same position in 
April, 1941. Upon her retirement 
on September 16 she journeyed to 
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of facilities and telephones. 


November 1, 1945 
December 1, 1945 
January 1, 1946 

February 1, 1946 


March 1, 1 
April 1, 1946 
May 1, 1946 


August 1, 
September 1, 1946......000..... 821 
October 1, 1946 


Grand Junction, Colorado, where 
she will make her future home. 

Merrill N. Green sampled the 
telephone business as a young man 
in Los Angeles, California, where 
he worked for the Home Telephone 
Company from November, 1905 to 
May, 1906. <A year later he was 
employed by the Independent Tele- 
phone company at Omaha and re- 
mained with them for five years. In 
June of 1912 he came to Lincoln and 
in the intervening years has been 
associated with the service depart- 
ment as installer and combination- 
man. Retiring in January, 1939, 
Merrill responded to the call for 
trained telephone men by returning 
to his work in July, 1942, and has 
since rendered full-time and regular 
service as a combinationman. 


Andrew E. Holt came to us in 
1910 as commercial manager at the 
Geneva exchange, filling this post 
until 1926 when he was transferred 
to York as combinationman. In 1930 
he returned to the commercial de- 
partment as sales representative and 
in July, 1940 was transferred to the 
retirement payroll. Called back into 
active service during the war emer- 
gency, he took up his duties in 
August, 1942 as combinationman at 
David City and has occupied this po- 
sition until his retirement on Sep- 
tember 1. 

Rollin C. Parsons has given 
twenty-seven years to the industry, 
beginning as clerk in the accounting 
department in July, 1912, he filled, 
at various times, the positions of 
collector, special agent, chief clerk 
and traveling auditor before resign- 
ing in 1920 to enter business in an- 
other field. In May, 1927 he was 
re-employed in the Lincoln business 
office where, during the following 
fourteen years he served in the ca- 
pacities of office manager, collection 
manager, credit supervisor, special 
agent, collector and area commercial 
representative. After a year in the 
engineering department as_ record 
clerk, he again entered the commer- 
cial department as commercial rep- 
resentative in September, 1942 and 
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rounded out his years of service in 
that position. 

V. A. Randall came to our Com- 
pany from the A. T. and T. Com- 
pany, Long Lines department in 
February, 1928 to make special 
studies in connection with toll line 
facilities and foreign wire relations 
and was, even at that date, an “‘old- 
timer’ in the telephone business. He 
embarked on his telephone career in 
1901 with the Long Lines depart- 
ment in New York City. 1908 
found him in Chicago, supervising 
the cutover of the Washington 
Street toll exchange of that city. 
From 1912 until 1917 he worked 
in the engineering department of the 
New York Telephone Company, re- 
turning to the A. T. and T. Com- 
pany to work in the development of 
printing telegraph service. In 1922 
he became the first announcer and 
director for station WEAF, later re- 
turning to the Long Lines depart- 
ment on special contract services. His 
years with our Company have been 
spent in the engineering and general 
traffic departments. 

Harry G. Schilling launched his 
telephone career as an installer in 
Lincoln in September, 1907 and was 
made combinationman in 1916. For 
a year, in 1918-1919 he followed 
his trade with the Pacific Telephone 
and Telegraph Company at San Jose, 
California, being reemployed by our 
Company in November, 1919, work- 
ing as combinationman and shopman 
until his initial retirement in Janu- 
ary, 1941. He came back in August, 
1942 and, until his transfer to the 
retirement payroll, has been em- 
ployed in the general shop. 

H. J. Soderholm came to work as 
a draftsman in November, 1912, 
when the engineering department 
was located in the Bankers Life 
Building, remaining for nearly a year 
before resigning to take up other 
work. In August, 1918 he again 
entered the engineering department, 
as clerk, and was made draftsman in 
June, 1919. For more than a quar- 
ter of a century has had the responsi- 
bility of maintaining the tax records 
for outside plant and preparation of 
the forms for tax declaration. He re- 
tires with a record showing twenty- 
nine years of service. 
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We Need the hind of People 


You hnow 


Our Company needs your help in assisting in the task of main- 
taining a sufficient force of employees in all departments to carry 
out the important work of supplying telephone service to our 


customers. 


Never before in our history has the demand for telephone serv- 
ice been so great. Many employees have joined us during recent 
months and are doing a fine job in their respective positions. But 


more are needed, and needed now. 


The best way to get the recruits is for employees to bring in 
men and women of high character, ability and intelligence like them- 
selves, who will be attracted to steady, interesting employment. 
As you know, the pay is good, wage schedules are progressive, work- 
ing conditions are wholesome, companions are congenial, benefits 


are many and security is assured. 


The Company is asking you to assist in meeting this critical 
situation. A word of recommendation to your friends will be most 


helpful and very sincerely appreciated. 
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THERE'S BEEN A RECENT EPIDEMIC OF DOUBLE TALK AMONG HASTINGS OPERATORS 
HE MONTHS Two BEST SAMPLES COME. FROM HELEN BERG (LSFT) “TERESA VENHAUS (RIGHT) 


| GIVE UP- WHERE 
ARE WE ? THIS 15 
THE FIRST TIME | EVER 
GOT LOST IN THE 


ELEVATOR ! 


— 


cf HARRY MULHALLEN WAS TAKING 
|. J.DEVOS UP INTHE GENERAL 
OFFICE SLEVATOR THE OTHER DAY 


¥, 


BOB GR 
WHEN HE CAME TO AN ABRUPT STOP |] WATER MAKES THE HOME-TO 


— 


WHO DOES THAT DjZzz¥ 
GIRL QUT THERE , 
THINK SHS 15 2 SHES 
D BEEN STARING AT ME 
FOR THE LAST 
FIVE MINUTES ! 


BSIWSEN FLOORS AND SHECPISHLY | - 
ADMITTED THAT HE WAS LOST. | 


BOB ROSS STOPPED TO GIVE. 
DICK SPOUN Al LIFT ONE RECENT 
MORNING: AND NO SOONER WAS THE 


J. PUGSLEY WAS A BIT 
PREOCCUPIED AS HE DROVE 
PAST THE GUARD AT AN 
AiR FIELD GATE. — AND 
FAILED To HEAR THE FIRM 
ORDER TO HALT. OUR PHOTO 
JoAS TAREN FIVE SECONDS LATER 


OUR YORK C.0,,60NA PELUGHALPT, 


WAS DEEPLY EMBARRASSED WHEN 
THE GANG DROPPED IN AS 
A SURPRISE ON HER 
BIRTHDAY AND FOUND E0NA 
LOUNGING IN PIG-TAILS 
IN HER DAUGHTER S 
SHORTS, 


OUR MANAGER AT WEEPING - 


eg D & ONL 
PASSENGER SEATED THAN THE MOTOR.| | EVELYN PRUSS ATTENDED THE RECEPTION FELLOW WORKER WHEN THEY FOUND THAT THE ONLY 


SPUTTERED HNO DISD-AWD STAYED \ | FOR RETIRING EMPLOYEES AT THE LINCOLN : 

pty. WITH INJURED DIGNITY | | HOTEL AND GOT TANGLED UP with Her |} PICKUP TRUCK. “HEY WERE atl THE WORSE 
DICK CLIMBED OUT AND CONTINUED | | REFLECTION IN THE BIG MIRROR WHICH || FOR WEAR UPON THEIR ARRIVAL 

HIS LONESOME JOURNEE, STANDS DIRECTLY ACROSS THE HALL FROM : 
THE BALLROOM ENTRANCS . HER CLASSICAL | | = 
REMARK WAS MADS TO HER BOSS, K.B.CARY, 
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ASA WATERS (uncotn) 
—ON HIS WAYT0 CHURCH ON ff CLEAR SUNDAY MORNING, 
SAUNTEREO THROUGH AN OPEN DOOR OF THE DOUBLE 


Leghngwitr| | GARAGE HE SHARES WITH ITS OWNER, H.H. WHEELER. 
GOT INTO HIS CAR AND BACKED OUT THROUGH THE 


OTHER DOOR WHICH 10 MR. WATERS RUDE SURPRISE, 
WAS cLosep ! 
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By ; ACN» NS) : 
> ete oe r ay 
—ALPA| Several LINCOLN OPERATOR , 


GOT ALL DRESSS0 UPTO GOTO A SHOWER ON A Ri 


MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION WAS 10 RIDE IN THS BACK OF FI 


HOLD THE 
UMBRELLA 


OVER THIS WAY. 
I'M GETTING 


WALLACE BACKUS, & 


a ND DAM WITHOUT A BITE WHEN 
THE MORRISEY Sisters, carHerine, || LAME ATSUTHERLE ‘ | 
HE NOTICED THAT THE HIGH WAVES WERE WASHING 
AND DONNETIA OF THE ACCOUNTING |I Fick Up ONTO THE SHORE AND LEAVING THEM 


DEPARTMENT PROVIDED ft RARE STRANDED - So WALLACE PUT UP HIS TACKLE 


SPECTACLE ON THEIR WAY 10 PICKED UP FOUR WHOPPERS AND” 


WORK ON THE MORNING OF THE- CALLED | 


= 


eS STE? SO, Ser, On Or ae On, 


ROM the day, seventy years ago, when the first tele- 
phone line was strung upon a pole, its usefulness 
as a conductor of the human voice has been subjected 
to the whims of those capricious children of nature, 
Wind and Water. Under their various identities of 


Hurricane, Gale or Tornado, Rain, Sleet or Snow they 
have come to grips with successive generations of tele- 


7 Bob Schouborg, | phone employees, and shown to each of them how weak 

Standing beneath pole. and futile are the structures of man compared to the 

, Was battling Missoury mighty forces which Nature, upon occasion, unleashes 
wer flood waters against them 
back in 1910 | 


Lightning, if it chooses a vulnerable spot, can paralyze 
hundreds of telephones, while fire may strike, with 
all-consuming fury at the very 
heart of a community’s tele- 
phone system. Five  switch- 
, Ee aA ; = | pe boards, in Company history, 
| Foreman Moss %¢ crew bridging wire CS 7, met: me}, have been destroyed in central 
_ break near College View. January, 1924 | > a a : office fires, Greenwood in 
rere ater : January, 1914, Davenport in 
May, 1917, Davey in August, 
1919, Colon in March, 1926 
and Weeping Water in Janu- 
ary, 1938. 

Only a dozen years after 
the telephone’s invention, F. T. 
Merrill, one of the greater 
artists of his day, captured on 
canvas the inspiring scene from 
the great blizzard of 1888. Fa- 
miliar to every member of the telephone family, the pic- 
ture became known as “The Spirit of Service,” and proves 
that even in those days there could be recognized that in- 
tangible, peculiar ingredient which characterizes telephone 
folk, and sets them apart from those in other occupations. 
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- a Poles protrude without patter 
| from a sea or tlood waters 


west of Lincoln, May 1942 


: : ‘Bug-huniers” Miers and Harrison,Seward | 
os... + Intheir weather-proof rig complete 
SS tos, with stove. April, 1915 
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7 — Toll lead along the 
Z OLD Highway, west og 
mj Lincoln is laid low by she 


| =a , 3 — : reat sto to f : It may be that this “Spirit of Service” is nothing more 
MY.Caster surveys tornado damage - Crew at work on toll load east X by on ial hs é than the ability and disposition of telephone men and 
dl WOrK OF 0 Ae i: u i © 5 women to rise up against the anger and ravages of the 


west of Jansen, June 1929 
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elements. The lineman who sets his face into the teeth 
of the blizzard as 
ice laden wires 


aca? 


. Telephone men at work above 
{he smoldering ruing of the 
Greenwood Oftice, Jan.20, 1914 


begin their 
dance which can 
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_ In 1915, the Republican, running | 
y iwomiles wide, washed away five 
| tiles of pole hine west of Superior. | 
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over on Easter Sunday ~ 1913 
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The Waco office at 
lef was almost ¢ 
fire casually when | 


adjacent buildings 
burned May 5, | 


only end in the death of the circuits they 
carry; the operator at her board, ringing line 
calls of danger to her telephone family as a 
tornado bears down upon them; the splicer 
or repairman working through the night, that not a 
moment may be lost in restoring service; these are not 
pictures conjurred by an active imagination, they are ex- 
periences which have been undergone many times over 
by employees of our own organization. Streamers of 
flame lapping at the switchboard or rising flood waters 
swirling at the key shelf, invariably find the operator still 
at her post. This is the “Spirit of Service,” the putting 
into action and deed the motto of the industry: “The 
message MUST go through!” 

By far the most devastating of plant hazards, because 
of the breadth of its swath of destruction is the sleet 
storm. The symptoms of its approach, so well known 
and feared by telephone men, begin with a light rain or 
drizzle, the temperature in the “upper thirties” and a 
rising wind from the north. As the temperature drops 
toward the freezing point, the moisture begins to accumu- 
late and freeze upon the wire. This ice coating adds a 
tremendous amount of weight to the load on the cross- 
arms, often building up to a diameter of more than an 
inch around the wire core. It is then that the north 
wind fires the coup d’grace as, whipped by the gale, the 
wires begin to lash and dance in crazy cadence. Now the 
end is near, for either the wires or the poles 
must break. Metal and wood cannot prevail 


against this 


vicious conspiracy | We eckage Ot d 
of the elements. a feriilial pole 
There have north ¥ Lincoln. 


been no less than 
fourteen major 
sleet storms since 
the memorable 
one of February, 
1914, which laid 
low the Crab 
Orchard plant, 
as told of in the 
August - Septem- 
ber NEWS, and 


only one of them 


January 1915 


has occurred 
within the past 
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Working their way back toward Lincoln after a week long 
battle with a 1912 sleet storm are, left to right: Ralph Briener, Bill 
Stevens, wire chief, Al Baker, a driver from Bohanan’s Livery 
Stables and Joe Miller. 


fifteen years. This was the storm of April 6, 1938, and 
although ranking among the three greatest storms in 
amount of damage, the balmy weather which immediately 
followed it caused many an old timer to scoff loudly, and 
refuse to rate it as a first class, bona fide sleet storm. 


York, Saline and Seward Counties have borne the 
brunt of sleet storms, as recorded by history, with Polk 
and Butler Counties not far behind. A listing of the 
major storms, with the counties most affected is given 
here and their reading may possibly stir memories among 
the pioneer plant employees. February 22, 1914, Adams, 
Jefferson, Johnson; January 30, 1915, Lancaster, Butler, 
Saunders; March 25, 
1916, Seward, Saline; 
October 26, 1918, 
York; April 9, 1919, 
a record storm in 
Seward County; No- 
vember 28, 1920, 
Seward, Saline; Janu- 
ary 24, 1921, York; 
peptii: 10)  TS22:. 
Adams, Polk, Butler; 


Toll lead southeast of Lincoln leans £ 
lazily into the trees after the storm of Ja nuary 9, 1924, 
April 6, 1938. 


Saline; February 3, 
1924, Saline; Decem- 
ber 4, 1924, the “grand champion” of all in York, Seward, 
Fillmore and Saline Counties; April 6, 1928, Lancaster; 
November 22, 1931, York; December 31, 1931, Clay; 
and April 6, 1938, Polk, Adams and Lancaster. 


We do not know the exact cause for the respite in 
sleet storm damage in late years. Certainly the improve- 
ments made in construction and guying of important 
leads, particularly those running east and west, have 
greatly reduced the hazard, but construction men with 
ong memories insist that we are in the doldrums of a 
weather cycle, and that our modern-day sleet storm isn’t 
worthy of the name; that they will come again—and when 
that happens the poles and wires will go down as in the 
days of yore. The answer to the argument probably lies 
somewhere between the two versions. 


The tornado is a regular and unwelcome visitor to our 
section of the country and for good reason is the most 


A toll lead lies prone along the roadside southeast of College 
View in December 1924. This was the most destructive sleet storm 
in Company history, 


feared of all storms. In no other form does the wind. 


reach such tremendous velocity. Its alternative waves of 
pressure and vacuum can easily explode a structure which 
might have withstood the force of the gale; it twists 
and rends and tears apart anything which stands in its 
way. The last one of major proportions came on the 
fourth of July, 1945, leaving a path across the western 
edge of Butler County strewn with wreckage and seven 
dead. The operators in the two towns closest to the 
storm’s center remained at their boards through the height 
of the tornado’s fury and through the long night that 
followed, warning their subscribers of its approach and 
sending out calls for ambulances and medical aid from 
neighboring towns. Mrs. Clara Van Matre of Rising City 
and Mrs. Laura Myers of Surprise did not realize until 
long afterwards that the thought of leaving their boards 
had not even occurred to them during the height of the 
storm. The lashing tail of the “twister” swept within 
less than two hundred feet of the Surprise exchange 
building. 


Best remembered is the Easter tornado of 1913, the one 
which finally tore through part of the city of Omaha. 
Either this tornado, or one spawned by the same storm 
cloud, demolished a great section of Berlin, (now Otoe) 
including the office building and equipment while another 
struck near Seward on May 14 of that year leaving eight 
dead in its wake. In June, 1915 a tornado of unusual 
size wrecked many miles of plant in and around Exeter 
and in 1929 heavy damage was recorded from twister 


Manager Ramey of York stands beside a lead upended by 


sleet storm in January 1921. 
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The tornado of July 4, 1945, crossed the road ar 


The Misses Fisher and Erickson pose at the Davey This pole, in 1914, this point, Wheat from adjacent fields was tightly 
switchboard in March 1917. It was doomed to be stood bloody but un- wrapped around the fence posts while the telephone 
destroyed by fire two years later. bowed aftar being line disappeared, and no identifyable part of it was 

Struck by lightning. ever found. 


damage between Jansen and Fairbury—and seldom a year 
goes by without some spot in the territory being struck 
by these black, whirling destroyers. 


Water, too, plays havoc with telephone plant, particu- 
larly with subscribers’ equipment and cabling systems. The 
town of Louisville was inundated in 1923 as the sluggish 
Platte spilled out of its channel; Ashland has been under 
water several times: the 
rampaging Republican, in 
June, 1935, swept every- 
thing before it in one of 
history’s worst flash 
floods; Salt Creek, in 
June, 1942, overflowed 
the lowlands on the west 


The receding waters of the : ; 
Louisville flood of September Outskirts of Lincoln, 


1923 left evidence of their destruc- 


tive powers. while the Missouri is 


often guilty of breaking 
out of her banks to spill over miles of fertile surrounding 
countryside. 


Calling the roll of disasters striking in our territory 
since the coming of the telephone finds at the top of the 
list the great blizzard of 1888, when a balmy spring day 
changed, in a few brief moments, to a black, roaring, frigid 
nightmare. Shirtsleeved farmers, caught in their fields, 
felt their way along the fence rows to reach their homes. 
Children were in their classrooms, and some were dis- 
missed at the beginning of the 
storm to try to reach homes, oth- 
ers were kept in the school house 
where chairs and desks were 
burned in the stoves to fight off 
the bitter cold of the next two 
days. The loss of life was never 
accurately determined. The tele- 
phone systems were as yet un- 
developed except in some of the 
larger towns, where it played an 
important, though not a major 
part, in bringing relief to the 
needy and word of the missing. 


Pleasant Dale was almost destroyed by fire and in July 
of the preceding year a tornado tore through the rising 
town of David City, leaving two killed and $100,000 in 
property damage. On June 3, 1890 the entire town of 
Bradshaw was wiped out by a tornado and twelve died in 
the maw of the whirling cloud. Nelson was struck in 
March, 1892, Humboldt in August, 1895. The Blue 
River rose over Beatrice 
on April 24, 1897 and 
again in July, 1902 when 
a fire broke out to rage 
unchecked in the flooded 
city. The waters of the 
Missouri swept _ into 
Plattsmouth in July, 1902 
and in May, 1903, while Sorartid be nee EociGs a eee 
in July, 1907 the torrent *Y 1924. 

was reversed, as waters draining from a cloudburst in the 
bluffs above, washed through the town on the way to the 
river. 


In Aril, 1903, a $300,000 fire raged in Fairbury and 
in May of that year a tornado hit York. 1905 saw the old 
Bell office at Wymore and the Wilber flour mills con- 
sumed by flames. Wymore also suffered a major fire 
in June, 1910. On July 6, 1906, Polk took the brunt 
of a twister while the year 1908 brought a record for 
number and extent of these storms. 


And so, through the years, tele- 
phone folks of this or an earlier 
generation have rushed to the 
scene of each of these outbreaks 
of flame or nature, often while 
the tragedy was still in the mak- 
inz, for in time of disaster the 
need for telephone service is man- 
itold and neither comfort, con- 
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or danger must stand in 
re way of its earliest possible 


restoration. This is one of the 


Embers and rubble are all that remain of the Weep- dictates of the unwritten code 


In April, 1888. the town of ™g Water exchange building, razed by fire in Janu- called “‘The Spirit of Service!” 
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ary 1938. 


Grouped at the festive table, the Pioneers eagerly watch the kitchen door for the coming of the steaks. 


PIONEERS HOLD REUNION 


HE oft-postponed “annual” 
banquet of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter has at last be- 
come a reality to the obvious re- 
lief and amazement of the Chap- 
ter committees, and perhaps to 
the members us well. The ban- 
quet scheduled for the spring of 
1945 by Fresident Hale was 
doomed to cancellation because 
of wartime restrictions in travel, 
food and accommodations. Twice 
during the spring of this year 
pesiaaan weechece. = date was selected by Presi- 
addressing the meeting. dent Hartley, and each time a 
postponement was forced be- 
cause the dates conflicted with other affairs which in- 
volved the attendance of a goodly portion of the Chapter 
membership. So Alex Geist, and his committees, with 
President Pugsley at the controls, deserve more than 
passive applause for having brought about the revival 
of the Pioneer Banquet, which this year was appropriately 
labeled a “Reunion.” 


Hillcrest Country Club made a perfect setting for the 


event with its spacious foyer, lounge and dining room 
reserved entirely for the use of the Chapter. Members 
visited the registration desk upon their arrival and each 
was tagged with an identification card. The time before 


George M. Kloidy makes the presentation of National Assoc- 
iation life certificates to Martha and John Richmond, 


dinner call was spent in renewing old acquaintanceships 
and telling tales which usually began with the words: 
“Do you remember when—” 


The program began with the Pledge of Allegiance fol- 


Below at left: At the vanguard of the chow line are Bill Mouden, Osceola and Smick Williams, 
Stromsburg, Rod Andrews, Bob Ross and Alex Geist are ticket-takers, Center: Flora Johnston, 
Grace Hauschild, Mary Turner and Pearl Shreve exchange greetings in the lobby. Right: The 
banqueters put more than vocal effort into their rendition of ‘Li'l Liza Jane.” 


lowed by the invocation delivered by L. A. Stacy. 


After 
a very satisfying dinner of short cut steaks and edible 
accessories, the Old Maestro of Song, Tommy Longdon, 
mounted the platform and soon had the multitude fol- 
lowing him through the list of old-time favorites with 
all the volume and harmony their vocal cords could muster. 
Marie Wood Jackson, at the piano hammered lustly 
on the proper chords but it made little difference as the 
instrument was often as not drowned out completely. 


Alex Geist, as Master of Ceremonies turned in a 
most creditable performance in conducting the program 
and introducing the speakers, the arrangements for which 
were made by Program Chairman Sam Jackson. Presi- 
dent Jay Pugsley spoke on the state of the Chapter, in- 
troduced outstate members and the Honored Guests, 
who were listed as Charles W. Albers, W. Henry Ames, 
Erma C. Brown, Maude C. Davis, Merrill N. Green, 
Andrew E. Holt, R. C. Parsons, John W. Richmond, 
Martha Richmond, Harry G. Schilling, Bertha M. Sharp, 
Frank H. Woods and H. J. Soderholm, all of whom were 
given certificates of Life Membership in the Chapter. 


George Walroth conducted the memorial for four de- 
parted members, Walter C. Cooper, Harry W. Wheeler, 
Frank Thrasher and Mark T. Caster, who were taken 
by death since the last Chapter meeting. George M. 


There was much handshaking and many toothy smiles as the 
members mill about in the lobby. 


In the lounge, before dinner, out of town Pioneers rest and visit. 
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(Above) The assembly bursis into song. 


(Left) Alex Geist, Master of Ceremonies, feels 
the urge to tell a story. 


Kloidy made a presentation of National Life Membership 
certificates to John and Martha Richmond, who had met 
with the provisions of the by-laws in having been forty 
years or more in the telephone industry and fifteen 
years as members of the Association. The Richmonds 
have recently sold their interests in the Bassett-Springview 
Telephone Company and are now enjoying their first 
carefree vacation. Merle M. Hale gave a report on the 
National Association meeting held in Chicago, October 15 
and recounted several important changes in the organiza- 
tion as announced at the meeting. The evening’s featured 
lecture on “Atomic Energy,” by Professor R. B. Lindskog 
literally “brought down the house,” and the singing of 
the “Star Spangled, Banner” concluded the program. 


A tableful of sopranos raise their voices in the group singing. 


Hulda Gessner, Fellowship Committee chairman, was 
assisted in the registration by Florence Tatman, Elsie 
Powell and Myrtle Hiner and in greeting the member- 
ship by Rose Riggs, Pearl Shreve, Ted Ray, Lyman 
Neff, Kenneth Lawson, Lovell Saunders and Arthur 
Keckler. The ticket sales were in charge of Rod Andrews, 
ably assisted by Kent Eno, Florence Tatman, Bedric 
Wanek, George Walroth, Ot Gorman, Hugo Staley, Bert 

e t 


Overcash and the Pioneer Representatives in the territory. 


Behind the registration counter are members of the Fellow- 
ship Committee, Elsie Powell, Myrtle Hiner, Florence Tatman 
and Hulda Gessner, Chairman, 


What! Another Picnic? 


| Fis rapidly developing into a race 

between the York Area and the 
Lincoln Business Office for the 
championship in the department of 
having the most picnics and weiner 
roasts. The Lincoln folks succumbed 
to the latest urge and took advantage 
of a beautiful and balmy autumn eve- 
ning last month to enjoy a good, old 
fashioned weiner roast. 


Waldo McDowell and Margie 
Lundwall did the honors as custo- 
dians of the skillet and, in spite of a 
smoky fireplace, really gave out with 


Much hitherto undis- 
covered talent was brought 
to light in the marathon 
song fest which followed 
the supper. 


some super fried potatoes and coffee. 
All of the picnickers roasted their 
own weiners with the forked stick 
method and with admirable success. 
The evening was concluded with a 
round of stunts and of course a 
vociferous song fest. 


(Above) A crackling wood fire, a forked 
stick and a juicy weiner add up to a 
promising combination for a group of 
hungry people. The Lincoln Commercial 
folks proved themselves to be highly adept 
at the art. 


(Left) Margie Lundwall shies away from 
the billows of smoke as she turns the fried 
potatoes to an appetizing brown. In the 
background are Dick Lahr, Myrtle Hiner, 
Betty Henson and Irene Hamilton. 


The cameraman labored long and arduously to get the folks together for this group 
shot. They wouldn’t quit eating long enough to pose. But here they are and we doubt 


if it was worth it. 


Ralph E. Burkett Retires 
4 NNOUNCEMENT has been 


made of the transfer to the re- 
tirement payroll of Ralph E. Burkett 
of the Lincoln service department. 
Because Mr. Burkett’s work, for 
many years, has 
been confined to 
the business dis- 
trict of Lincoln, 
he was well 
known to many 
hundreds of of- 
fice workers in 
the city. A vet- 
eran combina- 
tionman, he be- 
Ge. his career as 
apprentice in November, 1917 and 
was called into military service in the 
World War the following April. 
In January, 1919 he returned as com- 
binationman, and until his recent 
enforced absence because of illness 
he devoted his complete attention to 
the ailments of P.B.X. and subscrib- 
ers’ equipment in the Lincoln busi- 
ness district. His hobby is photog- 
raphy, and with infinite patience and 
skill he has made several remarkable 
motion picture reels, in color, show- 
ing in perfect sequence, the growth 
and blooming of several of his rare 
flowers. Another film showing the 
habits of tropical fish attests the em- 
ployment of even greater skill in 
photography, and has been adjudged 
as one of the best pictures of its kind 
ever taken. 


R. E. Burkett 


McCool Conversion 
Completed 


TMHE magneto switchboard which 

has been retained, following the 
cutover, at McCool until dial trunk 
equipment could be installed at York 
was discontinued on October 3 and 
the exchange thus became complete- 
ly automatic. The new equipment, 
a 100 line, Automatic Electric Com- 
pany, Step-by-Step CAX, was cut 
into service except for the trunking 
facilities, on August 1, and is housed 
in the building which was formerly 
used for the manual office. 


Lewis N. Corrington Dies 


EATH came on October 25 to 
L. N. Corrington who, for 
many years, was associated with our 
Company at Tecumseh and Auburn. 


Lew came to us 
as a  combina- 
tionman with the 
purchase of the 
Nebraska _ Tele- 
phone Company 
properties at 
Tecumseh in 
1912, having a 
service record 
dating back to 
June, 1911. 

He was promoted to wire chief at 
Tecumseh in April, 1915, and four 
years later moved to Auburn in a 
like position. In February, 1923 he 
was appointed manager and in Sep- 
tember, 1934 became area commer- 
cial manager of the Auburn area, 
the position he held until his trans- 
fer to the disability payroll in July, 
1940. 

Lew moved to Lincoln following 
his retirement and has since made 
his home in that city. His son, L. N. 
Corrington, Jr., who survives him 
will also be remembered as a former 
employee of our Company. 


L. N, Corrington 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid 

by the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
month of October: 

Primary members: R. J. Donald- 
son, Supply Department, $223.50; 
Mrs. Laura L. Sires, Accounting De- 
partment, $46.00; Mrs. Cora I. 
Gillam, Lincoln Service Department, 
$63.95: R. M. Hromadka, Construc- 
tion Department, $88.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. C. E. Harp, 
Lincoln, $196.50; Annabelle Peach- 
man, Lincoln, $12.75; Mrs. P. G. 
Radebaugh, Lincoln, $128.63; Mrs. 
C. F. Peachman, Lincoln, $129.00: 
Mrs. H. E. Jenkins, Lincoln, $36.75; 
Morris D. Mason, Hastings, $11.25, 


A topnotcher is simply an individ- 
ual who works for the institution of 
which he is a part. 


Photography Is the Hobby of “Bud” Eden 


HE most of us are addicted to 

hobbies of some form or another 
but very few have the enthusiasm 
to pursue their sideline diversions, 
by sedulous study and experimenta- 
tion, to the point where the quality 
of their performance ranks high 
among the professionals of their par- 
ticular field. Such a person is 
W. W. “Bud” Eden, of the Engi- 
neering department, who entered 
the photographic hobby field nine 
years ago with the purchase of an 
Exacto camera and equipment and 
has since, by turning the profits 
from his picture sales back into stock, 
built up a most imposing array of 
cameras, lenses and equipment. 

But the possession of fine equip- 
ment does not make a photographer; 
indeed it often has the opposite ef- 
fect. The art of making the proper 
subject selection, the arrangement, 
composition and lighting effects, 
which are the essential parts of a 
first-grade photograph, can be ob- 
tained only by long study, careful 
application and experience. Bud has 
developed these qualities to a high 
degree and applied them so success- 
fully that it has become a rare oc- 
casion when an Eden picture does 
not carry away first prize in its class 
when entered in a photograph ex- 
position. 

The hobby runs through the fam- 
ily, with Mrs. Eden becoming a pro- 
fessional in her own-right by taking 
up the camera while Bud was over- 
seas, applying for and getting the 


Mr, Eden indulges in his favorite pas- 
time. 


job as roving photographer for a Lin- 
coln newspaper. The two small 
daughters act as standins and models. 
One of Mrs. Eden’s pictures was re- 
cently selected for hanging in the 
National Photographic Exhibit at 
Joselyn Memorial. The home has 
been redesigned to include a studio, 
preparation room and developing 
plant, while projected into the future 
is the dream of a large adjoining 
Studio and work shop, so that the 
family may be able to move their 
furniture back into the house. 

Bud’s latest acquisitions are a 
Microlite, an electronic flash, cap- 
able of exposing a negative at ap- 
proximately one ten-thousandth sec 
Ond speed and a new color process, 
the first kit to arrive in Lincoln 
have naturally been gathered in by 
Our trail blazing hobbyist. 


‘ 


Three recent prize pictures from the Eden cameras are: (left) a speed flash subject 
entitled “Inflation.” (Center) ‘‘Broken-hearted’’, and (right) a glassful of water thrown 


into the air is “stopped’’ by the speed flash. 
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Critical Shortages 
Still Prevail 


HORTAGES of critical materials 


continue to present a_ serious 
problem in the furnishing of tele- 
phone service. This is particularly 
true at Hastings, where a serious lack 
of switchboard capacity exists; and 
at Lincoln, where the switching 
equipment shortage is acute. 


The upsurge during recent years 
in the population at these points has 
greatly accelerated the demand for 
telephone service. During the past 
five years the number of telephones 
at Hastings has increased nearly 
50% and at Lincoln nearly 25%. 
During this period, however, we 
have been unable to obtain additions 
to our central office facilities. Asa 
result, the number of calls now being 
handled through the original switch- 
board at Hastings is greatly in ex- 
cess of the capacity for which it was 
originally intended, while at Lincoln 
the line switches are being operated 
at Maximum capacity. 


In many instances the positions on 
the Hastings board become complete- 
ly filled with calls and when other 
calls are received, the operators have 
no connecting cord circuits with 
which to answer them. This means 
that in some cases the calling party 
must hang up and try again later, or 
wait on the line until a call on the 
board is concluded, which will per- 
mit the operator to answer. To 
help meet the situation, the Traffic 
Department proposes to leave one 
cord circuit free in order that excess 
calls may be answered and the calling 
party informed that the switchboard 
equipment is busy. The phrase that 
will be used by operators in such 
cases will be, “Our switchboard 
equipment is all busy, will you call a 
little later please?” 


At both Lincoln and Hastings, the 
lack of central office facilities has 
created a critical shortage of avail- 
able telephone numbers. The in- 
stallation and transfer of service for 
our subscribers is thus seriously 
hampered. 


At many other exchanges, short- 
ages of cable, wire, poles, central 


office equipment and other neces- 
Sary items are presenting serious 
problems. The Company is making 
every effort to meet the situation by 
making full use of the equipment 
that it has available and in attempt- 
ing to obtain new equipment as 
rapidly as possible from the manu- 
facturing companies. 

It is of the utmost importance that 
our customers be kept fully informed 
of the situation and the efforts we 
are making to meet it. To this end 
we have released much advertising 
and publicity and will continue in 
this educational program. The un- 


derstanding and co-operation on the 
part of all employees in this respect 
is of the greatest importance. We 
should take every opportunity to in- 
form those with whom we come in 
contact, of the difficulties under 
which we are operating and our ef- 
forts to cope with the situation. 

With this cooperation on your 
part and our program of extending 
and enlarging our facilities as rapid- 
ly as conditions will permit, we have 
no doubt that the present difficult 
period will be successfully weathered 
and the good will of our customers 
retained. 


Three More Useful Suggestions 


Ralph Culver 
Lincoln T. S. Burr 


Bring Cash Awards 


B. D. Pattison 
Hastings Lincoln 


HE new employees’ suggestion plan continues to prove its value in bring- 
ing in ideas for the betterment of service, plant and working conditions and 
for funneling these ideas into the proper channels for their possible adoption 


as a Company practice. 


At a recent meeting of the Suggestion Committee, three suggestions 


were given careful consideration, and cash bonuses awarded to the employees 


who had submitted them. They involved proposals to reduce the safety 
hazard from improper placing of ladder baseboards, for the use of caution 
tags at ground clamp connections and for a method of tightening coils on 
drop wire reels, and were submitted by Ralph Culver, supply department, 


T. 5S. Burr, Hastings plant department and B. D. Pattison, Lincoln service 
department, respectively. 


The suggestion plan is used generally in most of the nation’s larger 
industries and often with startling success. It has sometimes been found 
that the most simple operation when applied to the whole field results in 
savings of many hundreds of dollars, and brings handsome reward to the 
lucky one who took the trouble to submit the suggestion. While the sugges- 
tion plan is not new to our own organization, under the new revival the awards 
have been increased and methods of handling new ideas and putting them 
into practice have been developed and revised. 

The Employees’ Suggestion Committee, in Lincoln, will be glad to receive 
and give consideration to that constructive thought you may now have in 
mind. Simply ask your supervisor for a suggestion blank, write down your 
idea and send it in. A pleasant surprise may be in store for you. 
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Isaman Named 
Humboldt Manager 


A. “Buck” Isaman of Hastings 

¢ was the recipient last month 
of a promotion to the position of 
manager at Humboldt, where he will 
be responsible 
for plant and 
commercial oper- 
ations in the ex- 
changes of Hum- 
boldt and Daw- 
son. He succeeds 
E. J. Flowerday 
who was named 
manager of the 
Pawnee Tele- 
phone Company 
at Pawnee City on October 1, 1946. 
Mr. Isaman has displayed much 
initiative and ability during his 
eleven years of association with the 
Plant Department of our Company 
at Hastings and his promotion comes 
in recognition of this fine record. He 
is also a possessor of a likeable per- 
sonality and has been active in the 
community affairs at Hastings. These 
attributes will go far in assuring his 
success in carrying out the important 


B. A. Isaman 


responsibilities of his new position. 

He first entered the telephone 
field in October, 1935 as a ground- 
man in the Plant Department at 
Hastings. He later was made test- 
boardman and in 1939 was assigned 
as a switchboardman and has since 
held that position. 

Before becoming engaged with the 
Company, he graduated from Hast- 
ings College in 1926 where he holds 
the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and 
Bachelor of Science. He later at- 
tended the Springfield Y. M. C. A. 
College at Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts, and the following summer 
had the unique experience of re- 
ceiving coaching instruction from 
that famous mentor of Notre Dame, 
Knute Rockne. Following this in- 
struction, he served as a teacher and 
coach at the School of Agriculture 
at Curtis, Nebraska, after which he 
attended the Carnegie School of 
Technology at Pittsburgh. 

His interest in civic and fraternal 
activities has been extensive. He is 
« Past Master of Midwest Lodge No. 
317, A. F. & A. M. at Hastings and 
is a member of the Hastings Cham- 
ber of Commerce; Hastings Chapter 


Fisher and Soderholm Heceive Awards 


A? a sequel to the reception in 

honor of retiring employees of 
1946, as described in last month’s 
NEWS, recognition was rendered to 
two of those listed as honored guests 
of that affair, but who were unable 
to attend. On October 24, H. J. 
Soderholm and E. S. Fisher were in- 
vited to the office of the general 
manager to meet with officials of the 
Company and receive their certifi- 
cates of service. Mr. Agee also pre- 
sented to each of them an electric 


H, J. Soderholm and 
E. S. Fisher (front, cen- 
ter) receive service aw- 
ards in the presence of 
Company officials. 


clock, identical in design to those 
awarded at the reception. On a silver 
plate, mounted on the face of each 
clock was inscribed that they were 
presented in appreciation of the serv- 
ice rendered to our Company, 
twenty-nine years by Mr. Soderholm 
and forty-three years by Mr. Fisher. 

The date of the reception found 
Mr. Soderholm on a tour of the west 
coast, while Mr. Fisher’s health 
would not permit him to be in at- 
tendance on that evening. 


No. 21, Royal Arch Masons: and 
Mt. Nebo Chapter No. 11, Com- 
mandery. He is a deacon of the 
First Presbyterian church at Hast- 
ings. . 

As soon as housing facilities can 
be arranged, Mr. Isaman will estab- 
lish a residence at Humboldt for his 
wife; son, George; and daughter, 
Jerry Ann. 


Recipe of the Month 


Ao tongue-tingling culi- 

nary concoction, the pride and 
joy of Laura Douty of the Seward 
business office, was sent to us this 
month for pub- 
lication in our 
newly inaugur- 
ated “Recipe of 
the Month” col- 
umn. After look- 
ing it over, we 
can easily under- 
stand how Laura 
holds the envi- 
able distinction 
in this field that Laura Douty 
she does. Here it is, ladies, and we 
suggest that you try it out yourselves 
on the men folks. On such occasions 
as when you are breaking the news 
that you have just bought a new 
hat, it ought to be sure fire. 


Orange-Nut Bread 


Squeeze juice from 1 orange into a 
l-cup measure and fill with boiling water 
to equal 1 cup. Put the orange rind 
through the food chopper and add 
enough raisins or dates to the ground 
orange to equal 1 cup. Place the orange- 
date or orange-raisin mixture in a mixing 
bowl and add the orange juice and boil- 
ing water. Stir in 1 teaspoon soda, then 
1 cup sugar, 2 tablespoons shortening and 
1 teaspoon vanilla. Add one beaten egg, 
then 2 cups flour, which have been sifted 
with 1 teaspoon baking powder and 1 
teaspoon salt. Beat thoroughly and stir 
in '/4 cup chopped nutmets. Place in 
greased pan and bake in moderate oven 
for about 50 minutes. Cool. 


Incidentally, we are very sorry and 
hereby extend our apologies to Laura 
Sires for the typographical error 
which appeared in this department 
last month. Laura’s famous “Speckled 
Cake” was inadvertently listed as 
Peckled Cake.” Laura, however, as: 
sures us that either “speckled” or 
“peckled” it’s equally as good. 
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Let's Look Ahead 
VERYONE is primarily inter- 


ested in planning for an or- 
derly future. We want to provide 
comfortable homes for our families, 
education for our children and to be 
able to meet emergencies when they 
arise. Then too we want to have a 
little fun out of life as we go along, 
enjoy the benefits which our daily 
living provides and at the same time 
to look ahead to the day when our 
earning power will be somewhat 
diminished. 

It is a comforting thought to 
know that a job with our Company 
provides both the opportunity and 
the means for the accomplishment 
of these objectives. With a little 
foresight and prudence in the bud- 
geting of our expenditures we may 
be assured of a comfortable living, 
enjoy many of the pleasures and re- 
laxations which life affords and at 
the same time lay away a sum for the 
proverbial “rainy day.” 

A. most important factor in these 
calculations is that we are not left to 
our Own resources in planning for 
the days ahead. Long before the 
time of so-called “Social Security,” 
the Company adopted an effective 
retirement and pension plan which 
becomes a_ substantial bulwark of 
security in our later years. Eighty- 
eight retired employees are now en- 
joying these benefits which are being 
received monthly in the aggregate 
amount of $4,500.00, 


Another “first line of defense” is 
the provision made by the Company 


tor emergencies. Liberal benefits are 
provided in case of sickness, accident 
and death and through our group 
insurance, we may further add to 
this security. 

Other advantages of employment 
here may be enjoyed through or- 
ganizations formed and operated by 
the employees themselves. The Lin- 
coln Telephone Employees Cooper- 
ative Credit Association provides the 
Opportunity for secure and orderly 
savings at a good rate of return. It 
also is the means of obtaining loans 
when necessary at reasonable rates. 
Hospitalization and surgical benefits 
also are available through the Tele- 
phone Employees Mutual Benefit 
Association. Full particulars concern- 
ing these organizations will be gladly 
supplied by your supervisor or the 
Personnel Director. 


The booklet entitled “You and 
Your Job” which recently was pre- 
pared and distributed to all em- 
ployees contains much interesting 
and important information concern- 
ing the benefits and advantages 
which your job provides. It would 
be most worthwhile for us to ac- 
Guaint ourselves fully with these 
benefits in order that they may be 
properly included in our plans for 
the future. 


Where Is It? 


E have had a number of in- 
quiries concerning the pic- 
ture used for the front cover of our 
last issue. Guesses and speculations 
as to just where the pole line is lo- 
cated were varied and interesting. 
To tell the truth, as we always do 
in the “News,” we don’t know our- 
selves the exact locale of the scene. 
It is an L. T. and T. line and the 
picture was taken by a Lincoln 
photographer in 1939 so it would be 
a safe guess that it isn’t too far from 
the Capital City. To help us out, or 
at least add to the confusion, why 
don’t you drop us a line and let us 
know what you think If we get 
enough answers, we might even be 
able to start a good fight over this 
thing. 
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Mary I. McKenzie 


Returns From Service 


i hse ninety-first Honor Roll em- 

ployee to reenter employment is 
Mary I. McKenzie, WAVE, who left 
the traffic department at Nebraska 
City to report for service at Hunter 
College on Feberuary 8, 1945. After 
eight weeks of boot training she en- 
tered the mail school in the Bronx, 
New York to study for work as a 
Navy mail clerk. She was assigned 
to the Fleet Post Office in New York 
City until February of this year 
when she went to the Armed Guard 
Center to be employed in the direc- 
tory and mail service. Discharged 
at Manhattan Towers, N. Y. on 
August 2, she returned to the Com- 
pany as A and L operator at Lincoln 
on October 20. 


Without doubt, the NEWS speaks 
for all of Mary’s fellow employees 
in extending to her a most hearty 
welcome back into the circle of her 
friends and well-wishers. 


Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees, 
limit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the ist of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The ‘‘News”’ accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


For Sale 
Dressed ducks and geese. Order your 
duck or goose now for Thanksgiving or 
that special Sunday dinner. Norma Burt, 
Lincoln, Extension 50. 


Betty Hager, 
Secretary in the 
District Office 
at Hastings, and 
Robert J. Mitch- 
ell were united 
in marriage at 
the home of the 
bride’s _ parents 
in Sutton on 
September 29, with the Rev. W. A. 
Bender, grandfather of the bride, 
officiating. The couple will reside 
in Hastings where the groom is em- 
ployed and Mrs. Mitchell will con- 
tinue in her work for the Company. 
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Darlene MacDonald, cashier at 
Superior, became the bride of 
Eugene Rose at the Methodist 
Church at Mankato, Kansas, October 
5. Rev. Fred Clark performed the 
ceremony. The couple will reside in 
Superior and Mrs. Rose will con- 
tinue her work. 


Hazel Fraley of the Wahoo Traf- 
fic Department and John Gross, Jr. 
were united in marriage October 17 
at Marysville, Kansas. The couple 
will live in Wahoo. 


Arlene Anderson of the York 
Traffic Department and Francis 
Jokerst were united in marriage in 
York recently. Mrs. Jokerst has re- 
signed her position and the couple 
will reside in Omaha. 


Norma Roehrs of the York Traffic 
Department became the bride of 
William Gallant, Trine a ceremony 
performed October 6. 


The marriage of Maxine Franzen 
of the Geneva Traffic Department 
and Francis Walker took place at 
Belleville, Kansas, October 11. Mrs. 


Walker will continue her work. 
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Television Demand 

A market for nearly 10,000,000 
home television receivers during the 
next five or six years is predicted by 
a manutacturer. 

Study showed that 45.1% of all 
urban families interviewed in the 
survey of home radio listeners are 
considering the purchase of a home 
television set. 


Mary Dietrich 
Jr. Secretary 


- Marie Vidlock 


Sr. Secretary 


Ruth Marcks 
Instructor 


Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 


Accounting 


Mary E. Dietrich, stenographer to junior 
secretary. 

Marie Vidlock, advanced clerk to senior 
secretary. 

Geraldine Wart, A&L operator, Lincoln 
Traffic to clerk, Accounting. 


Plant 


H. M. Finney, groundman to lineman, 
Construction. 

Donavin Frankforter, groundman to cable 
splicer’s helper, Construction. 

Robert Hohnstein, combinationman, Serv- 
ice, Lincoln to groundman, Construc- 
tion. 

Joseph D. Lewis, combinationman, Serv- 
ice, Lincoln, to groundman, Construc- 
tion. 


Traffic 


Alice J. Banks, A operator to A&@L opera- 
tor, Wahoo. 

Artis Bowen, A&L operator to A&L 
supervisor, York. 

Freda J. Carter, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Bruning. 


Clarice M. Clancy, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Alvera Free, A operator to A&L operator, 
Fairbury. 

Bonnie G. Funkhouser, A operator to 
A&L operator, Beatrice. 

Geraldine Gardner, A operator to A®@L 
operator, York. 

Betty A. Hemberger, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Ruth A. Kieson, A operator ot A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Grace Kruescher, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, DeWitt. 

Ruth Marcks, A&L operator to Instructor, 
Lincoln. 

Erna M. Prohaska, A&L operator to 
NA€&L operator, Table Rock. 

Arideen L. Rhoads, A&L operator to In- 
structor, York. 

Betty J. Ulm, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, York. 

Jean M. Vybiral, A&L operator to in- 
structor, David City. 

Helen L. Woodward, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Frances Wright, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 


Herman Eiche, Former 


Lincoln Manager Dies 
ERMAN EICHE, 84, former 
manager for the Nebraska Tele- 

phone Company’s Lincoln exchange, 

died on October 27 at Vesta, Cali- 
fornia, where he has made his home 
for the past seven years. 

Mr. Eiche began work as a night 
operator for the Bell Company in 
September, 1886, when the office 
was located in the Union Block, at 
10th and O Streets. In January, 
1887 he was promoted to supervisor 
of the switchboard and operators, 
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and in December, 1891 was ap- 
pointed manager, a position he held 
until ill health forced his retirement. 

Ned Fisher and O. P. Knee 
worked under Mr. Eiche during the 
time he was manager, as did M. T. 
Caster, William Cunningham and 
Peter Gartner. Under his direction 
the telephone made rapid strides in 
Lincoln; the first cable was strung, 
the first underground conduit laid, 
a new office was built and equipped 
with modern boards and machinery 
and on September 18, 1897 long dis- 
tance service was established as far 
away as Chicago. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


J. S. Jackson R. C. Boling 
Lincoln Lincoln 
40 Years 30 Years 


Martha Merz 
Seward 
25 Years 


Forty-One Years 
Milo Caslasky, Anna Seymour, Lincoln. 
Forty Years 
J. S. Jackson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-eight Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-four Years 
Herbert Huddleston, Lincoln. 
Thirty-three Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 
Thirty-one Years. 
F. M. Adkins, Sutton. 
Thirty Years 
R. C. Boling, H. F. Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-eight Years 


Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City: W. H. 


Webster, Lincoln. 


Twenty-six Years 


Mary Bethscheider, Hebron: S. F. Bush, 
J. T. May, Lincoln; Erma Dixon, Geneva: 


T. E. Longdon, Fairbury. 


Twenty-five Years 


H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha Merz. 


Seward. 


Twenty-four Years 
Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 


Twenty-two Years 


Eita Griffin. Geneva; W. A. Rosen- 


thal, Lincoln. 


H. H. Lahr 
Hastings 
25 Years 


Della Wilcox 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Twenty-one Years 
J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln; Edna Way- 


man, DeWitt. 


Twenty Years 
May L. May Ashland; Della Wilcox, 


Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Catherine Cassell, Sutton; Iva B. Clary, 
Weeping Water. 
Eighteen Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 


Lois Lindstrom, Hastings; Viola Little, 
Brock. 


Sixteen Years 
Helen Ofe, Plattsmouth; Lavina Mce- 
Elroy, Wilber. 
Fourteen Years 


Miriam Carter, Louisville; R. E. Hib- 


bert, Lincoln. 

Ten Years 

Elsie Sole, Geneva. 
Nine Years 
Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo. 
Seven Years 
Mandane Reid, Fairbury. 
Six Years 


Eva Dillman, Nelson. 


VQ . 


Five Years 


Berdene Bailey, Pleasant Dale; J. L. 
Baxter, Jr., L. L. Rauch, D. D. Smith, 
Lincoln; Josie Shoemaker, Nebraska City. 
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JouRNEY’sS END 


MRS. CARRIE KLOEPPER, 


mother of Lula Kloepper, Person- 
nel Secretary, Lincoln, passed 
away at her home in Lincoln 
October 27 at the age of 78. 
Funeral services were held Octo- 
ber 30 at the Methodist Church 
in Clatonia, with burial in Cla- 
tonia. 


MRS. DORTHEA JOHNSON, 


mother of Esther E. Brown of 
Osceola, passed away October 3 
at the home of her daughter. 
Funeral services were held Octo- 
ber 8 at Lindsay, Nebraska. 


MRS. ANGELINE RILEY DINS- 
MORE, mother of Lois Dinsmore 
of the Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, passed away Tuesday, Octo- 
ber 8. Funeral services were held 
in Lincoln on October 11. 


Camilla Selzer 


To David City 
AMILLA SELZER, formerly 


chief operator at Bellwood until 
that exchange was converted to the 
dial system recently, has moved to 
David City, where she will be em- 
ployed in the local traffic depart- 
ment. Miss Selzer brings to her new 
position more than fifteen years ex- 
perience, having been employed a 
contract chief operator at Bellwood 


in June, 1931. 


Racmenig Events 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Delbert Schwan- 
inger announce 
the birth of a 
son, born Octo- 
ber 24 at the 
Lincoln General 
Hospital. Del- 
Zs iy: bert is a member 
ih MMe of the Construc- 


tion Department. 
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A cannibal took his baby to a 
witch doctor. “Doc,” he said, “I don’t 
know what's the matter with him. 
He won't eat anybody.” 
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Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
Beaver Crossing 


Miss Allison, Chief Operator, spent her 
vacation visiting in Denver, Colorado, 
and reports a wonderful time. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Corresnondent 


“It’s soins to be a Jones winter.” Everv- 
one had visions of wading through snow 
drifts when we had our first snow the 
other night. but we are glad to see this 
sunny weather again. ... On with vaca- 
tions! Leora Weyand is getting acquainted 
with the home folks at Bellwood. Irene 
Humlicek just returned from hers which 
was spent at home and LincoJn. Doug 
Behrns and family are idling away their 
ten days between here and there... , We 
have a new emovlovee in the Traffic De- 
partment, Camilla Selzer, the former Bell- 
wood Chief Operator who has transferred 
here. Welcome to the staff, Miss Selzer. 

. Bettv Northway is back with us after 
a long siege of illness, We are glad to 
see her well and with us again... . There 
is another one of them ‘thar’ things 
svarkling around the office on the third 
finger of Betty Vybiral’s left hand. Con- 
gratulations. Betty, best wishes and all 
that sort of thing. “Roses are red” 
was the main topic throughout the office 
one day last week. It seems Merna Stew- 
art received these roses from someone (I 
wonder who) attending the Fireman’s 
Convention in Omaha and the funny thing 
is that they “just hapvened” to arrive on 
her birthday. . Bill Behrns had a few 
miserable days as a result of poison ivy. 
Bill always gets so sentimental over ‘‘na- 
ture” he just couldn’t resist picking some 
of “those pretty leaves.” ... Mr Me. 
Kinzie was a visitor this week... | Miss 
Swan and Jean Vybiral were in Lincoln 
on a shopping spree. 


Louisville 
Mary Bornemeier spent her two weeks’ 
vacation at Eustis, Nebraska. . . . Miriam 


Carter spent the week-end of October 19 
at Waverly visiting her parents. 


Milford 


Mrs. Saltzman is on her vacation. She 
is enjoying the atmosphere at home and 
in Omaha, . . Those who attended the 
Pioneer dinner from here were Dora Ples- 
sel, Oura Smith and Gladys Walker. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


With rainy, cold, windy days we all 
know winter is creeping up on us. Many 
are getting their furs out of hock and 
shopping for new clothes. . We open the 
door with a hearty welcome and lots of 
luck to all of our new girls, Leola Badberg, 
Daisy Garrean, Elaine Gr uber, Joyce Hof- 
ker, Marilyn Holmberg, and June Wil- 
liams. Also we give a farewell to Mrs. 
Dorothy Rawlings and June Williams. 


Good-bye, girls. Marie Cain has a 


diamond and is it pretty!! . . . Dorothy 
Connors has a big smile. Her husband 
is home for a nice long leave. ... Miriam 


Haase sits on needles and pins waiting for 
her husband-to-be to call. Good luck, Mi- 
riam, we'll wish with you... . “Dottie’’ 
Waters, Miriam Haase and ‘Pat’? McCor- 
mick were on our sick list this month.. . 
We still have some girls taking vacations. 
Mary Bartyzelle, Betty Balfour and Betty 
Johnson, Etta Staack is holding down the 
night operator’s desk while Mary Barty- 
zelle keeps the classroom busy with her 
toll students, Mrs. Komma and Betty Grif- 
fin. In between times Mary Tackett keeps 
it busy with her newest local students, 
Leola Badberg and Joyce Hofker. Good 
luck to all of the new students. ... Doris 
‘“Jeanie’”’ Bray and Mrs. Placek are our 
new part-time supervisors... Miss Bader 
spent the day of October 25 in Auburn 
visiting some relatives. ..,. Mr. McKinzie 
was a visitor this month. . . From the 
Plant Department, Ralph Connors spent 
his vacation in Loov City, pheasant hunt- 
ing, and he got his quota. Hurray! Inci- 
dentally, did you hear the one on Living- 
ston? So the story goes, he shot a pheas- 
ant, put it in his pocket and what do you 
think, it flew away!! He probably has a 
good excuse, there always is. 


Platismouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs.' Adrian M, Newens, Sr. of 
Pasadena, California visited in Plattsmouth 
with their son, Adrian M. Newens. Mr, 
Newens is on his way to the east coast. 

. Hilda Johanns returned to work Oc- 
tober Ist after spending part of her va- 
cation in Agra, Kansas and Omaha,... 
Ruth Koukal visited in Omaha October 
18 with her sister who is visiting here 
from Beaver City... . Vada Brothers and 
Leona Morehead are new student oper- 
ators, . . . Elizabeth Edwards spent her 
two weeks’ vacation at home, 


Safety Pup Says— 


A LITTLE CUT 
IS A eS Oy Gait 


BLOOD POISON 


ie. 


Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


Your reporter has been in the doghouse 
since the last ‘‘News’’, so maybe she’d 
better perk up and add just a little more 
this time. Do you all agree? ... Beata 
and Martha Merz had visitors recently, 
Mr. and Mrs, Machmueller, Billy and 
little Mary from Norfolk. Martha Merz 
accompanied them home to spend her day 
off visiting . Bernice Mueller of the 
Commercial Department is enjoying her 
vacation at this time. Part of it was spent 
at Chester, Nebraska; also, I heard she 
went to hear Patrice Munsell, the lucky 
girl. _ . . Speaking of the Commercial 
Department, Laura Douty spent three 
days visiting in Iowa where the tall corn 
grows. Was that the only reason? Also. 
Laura will spend October 24 attending an 
R. N, A. convention in David City. 
Miss Seymour was a recent visitor. 
“Goin’ huntin’?” That was a familiar 
phrase when the hunting season started. 
Several of the boys went, ‘‘Baldy” Bald- 
erson, Ivan Haith, Chris Haberman and 
Al Ager. From all reports they had poor 
luck. What’s the natter with the Seward 
boys? Maybe not enough oomph. . 
The Plant Department welcomes a new 
employee, Ed Eppenbaugh from Staple- 
hurst, Nebraska. Good luck in your new 
career. ... Those who attended the Pi. 
oneer Reunion from Seward were Chris 
Haberman, Ivan Haith and Laura Douty 

. Chris Haberman spent an enjoyahle 
three weeks vacation in different parts of 
Oregon. By the big smile on his face ‘ie 
had a swell time. 


Utica 


Well, this time we have one on Bertha 
Sommer. One windy morning, so the 
story goes, “Little Bertha” wanted ty go 
to the bank to deposit some money. not 
knowing what was in store for her. She 
entered the bank as quiet as a kitten, but 
oh, when she came out! Bang! Crash! 
Boom! She thought the world surely had 
come to an end, Upon turning around 
what did she see but the whole glass door 
of the bank broken in tiny pieces. Was 
she embarrassed!! Was it her fault? The 
jury will decide. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna. Correspondent 


New faces as “Pusha-da-plugs”™ girls are 
Mildred Roh, Marty Kuhr, Norma Jean 
Koukal and Betty Jane Styskal. We have 
suffered quite a turn-over of operators 
this summer and hope you will all stay 
with us. , . . What, yes, another girl to 
take the fatal step was Hazel Fraley, who 
was married to John Gross, Jr. at Marys- 
ville, Kansas, October 17th. Harel is re- 
signing November ist and will make her 
home at Wahoo so we hope to see you 
often, Hazel Gross. We all join in wishing 
you Happy Days . Vacations are rath- 
er dwindling out and soon will be finish- 
ed, Those leaving in October were Rose- 
mary Dolezal of the Traffic Department 


In a jovial mood are Leland Hodge, left, 
wire chief, and Ted Ray, district clerk, at 
Beatrice. 


and Marjorie Collins. Rosemary spent 
hers visiting friends in Denver and Mar- 
jorie in Illinois, Yes, and yours truly, Mae 
Meduna, also vacationed, but just stayed 
aound home. Birthday parties are 
very much in vogue so Hazel Hagenbuck 
and Mae Beaty were entertained at the 
home of Genevieve Johnson, September 
30th. Bogus birthday packages were hand- 
ed to each which caused a great deal of 
merriment, followed of course by the 
real things, Lovely lunch was served and 
both girls said they wanted birthdays oft- 
en... Hazel Hagenbuck and Ethel Da- 
harsh were fortunate enough to get tick- 
ets for the Nebraska-Indiana football 
game, October 27th. . . . Francis Darnold 
and his crew are in Wahoo installing new 
frames and equipment for automatic serv- 
ice to exchanges. .._ Those attending the 
Pioneer’s Banquet at Lincoln, October 
25th, were George Cruickshank, Dewey 
Olsen, Elmer Neujahr, Hazel Hagenbuck 
and Mae Meduna.... On Tuesday even- 
ing, October 22nd, a few of the ladies very 
hurriedly prepared to go for a hike and 
eat hamburgers, so leaves and wood were 
gathered and a fire started in the back- 
yard at the home of Hazel Hagenbuck. 
Needless to say the hamburgers and cof- 
fee were delicious and the evening very 
enjoyable. All left for their homes with 
prospects for good sleep, but not Hazel, 
as we found out the next morning she had 
to get up at 3:00 A. M. and carry buckets 
of water to extinguish a spreading fire. 
We promise to be more careful in the 
future, Hazel. . . As this news goes to 
press we are in a dither about a myster- 
ious invitation to dinner at City Cafe, Oc- 
tober 30th. We are unable to find out 
what, who or how, so details will follow 
in the next News. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering Dept. 
Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


We have quite a list of mewcomers to 
welcome to our department this month, 
they are: Helen Beth Gort, Grace Barker, 
Helen Gill, Betty Nelson, Geraldine Wart 
and Olive Birky of the north office, and 
Shirley Bunell of the south office. We also 
wish to welcome back “Terrible Terry” 
and Betty Parmenter, two ex-employees 
who have returned to work, both in the 
south office. Terry as every one knows 
was married in Las Vegas, Nevada and 
spent six weeks in Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco and Long Beach. We were informed 
that now she is back, the office can con- 
tinue business as scheduled ... One day 
recently Bob Ross was walking home?? 


from work and as he approached 18th & 
N he noticed a terrible traffic jam and in 
the middie of the street was parked a car 
with two badly dented fenders and oc- 
cuppying the front seat was a highly in- 
toxicated young man. As Bob arrived on 
the scene the young man was settling 
in the seat preparing to catch a few winks. 
So Bob, taking things in hand bravely 
walked out to the car, got in behind the 
wheel and proceeded to drive the young 
fellow home, What a joy ride Bob got. 
It seems the bov couldn’t remember where 
he lived and “Beetle Brain Ross” drove 
all over town tefore he happened to re- 
member most people carry their license 
on the steering wheel. ... Virginia Stett- 
inger and Marie Freauf of the north office 
resigned. Marie is now residing in Den- 
ver, where she is doing work connected 
with the Telephone Co. Lorraine Mc- 
Cauley, south office inmate, and Gene 
Schrank of the Engineers also left the 
services of ths company last month, and 
both are residing in California. Lorraine 
in Los Angeles and Gene in the northern 
part of the state. ... Carl Ahl recently 
2ceived a little reminder of an especially 
weary evening he spent being chased. 
You know one of those “Ahl or Nothing 
At Ahl” dea’s, which seemed to be quite 
a “subject”? for conversation among many 
of the girls in the Traffic Dept. ... We 
had several vacationers this month. Among 
them were Berniece Garcia, Alvina Miller, 
Doris Glock, Esther Krehling, and Mr. 
Spohn, all of whom stayed home and took 
life easy. Marie Vidlock spent her vaca- 
tion in St, Louis and Chicago and reported 
having a wonderful time.... Dorothy Carl- 
son recently received an anonymous little 
box from some admirer and the contents of 
it, have left many of us wondering. (Odd 
Shape) ... Bob Ross is off again on some 
more of his little escapades. It seems he 
took a trip on Saturday afternoon, up to 
his farm in the northwestern part of the 
state, in his own so-called automobile??, 
(It does run on four whe‘2ls) He made the 
trip to the farm all right, but coming 
back, he burned out two bearings and 
had to pull in to a filling station, It was 
two o’clock in the morning, so he settled 
himself in a chair in the station and pro- 
ceeded to get a little rest when along 
came the station attendant’s wife in her 
twenty-seven Model T Ford, Well you 
know what happened. Bob is now the 
proud owner of a Model T Ford. Our ad- 
vice to Mr. Spvohn is not to bank too 
much on getting to work at all, if he by 
chance ever ventures a ride with Ross 
again. ... Laura Sires recipe for Speckled 
Cake certainly sounded appetizing. We 
could do with a sample of that. Laura 
by the way also had a vacation recently, 
which she spent in Pittsburgh, Kansas. 
We were Surprised to hear she was in the 
hospital while there, but were glad to 
hear it was nothing serious, 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor. 


The way we hear it this Construction 
Department is making quite a name for 
themselves down at the Bowling Alley 
these Wednesday nights. It’s not due to 
the 500 series that each and every one 
have been hitting either. All the notoriety 
goes to Bob Clifford. A couple of weeks 
ago he was seen walking down the gutter. 
Don’t know if things have gotten so bad 
that he goes down to knock over the pins 
with his hands or what—we’ll let you draw 
your own conclusions. We really think 
Bob should go back to his old game of 
ping-pong. A ping-pong ball on the toe is 
not nearly so painful. ... Vacationers this 
month ineluded Mr. Schmeltzer, Joy 
Dobbs, Roy Mills, E. Eichenour, V. Bailey, 
J. Billings, W. Hayes and T .B. Chinnock. 
We have heard no reports on how or 
where they were spent but they certainly 
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had the weather man on their side. Con- 
gratulations are in order. .. . Delbert 
Schwaninger, lineman of John Hobson’s 
crew is a proud papa as of October 24th. 


. A new addition to the Construction: 


Office this month is Floyd Waak who has 
taken over his duties as a clerk. Inci- 
dentally, he is the new husband of Gene 
Larson Waak in Mr. Sturtevant’s office. 
Other new employees this month include 
Bob Hohnstein and Joe Lewis, who trans- 
ferred from the Service Department and 
R. Deinert, F. Lewis, F. Nichelson, M. 
Lant, C. D. Ganser and H. Taylor. Ted 
Madson and T. R. Lyons resigned. ... 
J. A. Schellenberg who has been laid up 
with a broken leg is reported to be getting 
along very well. Thad Cone was in a 
couple of weeks ago, he is at home re- 
cuperating from his recent operation. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor. 


We're all very proud of our General 
Commercial bowling team who are rank- 
ing among the top teams this’ season. 
The men do the bowling and _ the 
girls do the rooting. What we haven’t 
figured out yet, is if the rooting section 
helps or hinders their bowling. ...A 
few late vacationers from our force were 
Mr. Sturtevant, Plant Statistician, who 
took his vacation from October 1 to 14, as 
a delegate to a Lutheran Convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Mina Jorgensen of the 
General Plant Office took one week of her 
vacation which she spent at home... . Joy 
Smith and Bernice Iwohn vacationed from 
the General Commercial Office and both 
stayed home also. . The new girl in 
our General Commercial Office is Willie 
Ruth Hamilton, and we are very glad to 
have her with us... . Mr. Gorman traveled 
to Tulsa, Oklahoma, October 30, where he 
attended the convention of the Southwest 
Association of Industrial Editors. ...We 
extend our sincere sympathy to Miss 
Kloepper, Personnel Secretary, whose 
mother passed away October 27. 


Supply Department 


Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


It seems as though pheasant season is 
everyone’s interest this month: We have 
received several reports from fellow em- 
ployee hunters, some favorable and some 
unfavorable, On the whole it is believed 
that the birds were pretty hard to scare up. 
Lowell Johnson seems to be very happy 
about his one bird since it was the first 
time he had been hunting in 20 years.... 
Those spending their vacations  hunt- 
ing were Ivan Olson and Ernest Barney. 

. Axel Berglund spent his vacation in 
Omaha and Minneapolis, Minnesota visit- 
ing friends and relatives. ... Eleanor King 
spent a week and a half in Denver, Colo- 
rado. . .. Wes Haas is the proud grand- 
father of an 8 pound 5 oz. baby boy. Con- 
gratulations Wes! ... Ardel Robinson has 
been busy replacing switchboards in Ne- 
braska City and Wahoo. ... A welcome 
goes to Ramona Wendland who is back in 
the Supply Office. Ramona was with us 
about 2 years ago. ... We are happy to 
report that Bob Donalson is back on the 
job after undergoing an operation. , 
Mr. F. M. Strasser spent his vacation at 
home... . Mr. H. Huddleston has returned 
to work after an extended leave. Welcome 
back, Bert, “Sister of the Skillet’ 
Lowell Johnson was caught taking down 
a recipe for muffins being given over the 
radio. We don’t know whether he plans 
on trying them himself to surprise his 
wife, (which no doubt would be a surprise), 
or whether he wanted the recipe for her. 

. . Inventory doesn’t officially start until 
the first of November but preparations 
for it are in full swing. 


Sdanannens. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Every Thursday morning always proves 
interesting throughout the Company be- 
cause of the discussion about the bowling 
abilities shown on Wednesday evenings 
between the various Company teams. 
However, we, the L. Com’l, feel we should 
be given top honors as we’re truly proud 
of a recent record that Mavis Everett roll- 
ed up. Poor little Mavis was asked to 
fill in one evening and in her first game 
she bowled a score of ‘just fourteen’. It 
seems the lowest bowling score on record 
is eighteen so we’re proud of Mavis for 
giving out with a great deal of comment, 
etc., for our office in the Thursday morn- 
ing discussions. It’ll be interesting to 
watch Mavis improve as time goes by. 
. , . Folks are still vacationing from the 
office. Gerry Adsit and Mavis Everett 
spent their vacations at home resting and 
taking life easy while Viola Graham journ- 
eyed to her home in Kansas... . We were 
very sorry to have Margaret Erickson 
leave our midst this month. Margaret and 
her husband have moved to Portland, 
Oregon to enjoy the wild, wild west... . 
Still diamonds are finding their way into 
our office with Nora Cline being the last 
lucky owner, Congratulations, Nora... . 
The office employees jaunted out to Rob- 
erts Park in October 28th for a Halloween 
picnic. Food, food, and more food was to 
be had and the best tasting onions. Just 
ask Dick Lahr about the onions as he’s 
strictly an ‘‘Onion-hater’” and he happen- 
ed to get the luscious fried potatoes that 
contained chopped _ onions. With Bill 
Quinn leading the jazz-harmony and A, 
B. Gorman cutting a rug with his chicken- 
scratch dance, a swell time was had by 
all. . . . We’ve voted Bill Morris in as 
our best joker this month.—Bill was tak- 
ing his little, tots around on Halloween 
“tricks and treating’ through the neigh- 
borhood, It so happened that Bill sent 
his little boy up to one place where an 
elderly gentleman lived. The old man 
couldn’t understand what the child meant 
so after much hesitation the small boy 
turned around and said, “Daddy, h2 won't 
give me any candy’. Poor old “ghostly 
Bill’, Finally after a spooky evening, Bill 
returned home carrying jack-o-lanterns, 
masks, and sacks of treats. Now we know 
why Bill doesn’t have to buy candy for 
his little ones. Virginia Anderson 
proved herself as one of the absent- 
minders the other evening. It seems she 
and her husband were going to the show 
so Lester, Virginia’s husband, let Virginia 
out at the Stuart Theatre to buy the tick- 
ets while he parked the car. She decided 
to go across the street and buy some pop 
corn and not thinking, so to speak, she 
bought the tickets at the Varsity Theatre. 
After a short wait Virginia glanced across 
the street and there was Lester waiting 
at the Stuart. So she cashed in her tickets. 
tripped across the street, bought tickets 
at the Stuart, and truly enjoyed the show. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacations never seem to cease. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jay Pugsley had a very enjoyable 
vacation. To begin with they had good 
things to eat in New Orleans for two days. 
Then followed the Gulf Coast around to 
Florida, had a piece of sweet potato pie 
at Tallahassee. Visited Jay’s old home at 
Micanopy, Fla., also his grandfather's home 
at Enterlachen. On the way down to Sil- 
ver Springs, they visited Crosscreek and 
saw the home of Marjorie Kinnan Raw- 
lings, author of “The Yearling”. They 
stopped at Leesburg where Harry Walker 


lives. Called on Betty and the boys that 
evening and saw Harry at Apopka the 
next day where he was working on a 
cable job. Harry is looking fine but sure 
is homesick, says Jay They had their 
first view of the Atlantic ocean at New 
Smyrna Beach. The next day traveled 
up the coast to Jacksonvill2, visiting Day- 
tona. Marineland and St. Augustine. Trav- 
eled North through Georgia and the Caro- 
linas to the big Smoky Mountains, then up 
through Ohio and Indiana to Illinois where 
thev visited Mr. and Mrs. Guy Vennum at 
Tiskilwa. Guy hasn’t changed a bit. Go- 
ing west they stopped at Genesco where 
Don Anderson is the manager of a very 
fine group of exchanges. Don was out of 
town, but had a good look at his offices 
and feel sure that he is; doing well, From 
that time on the shortest way to good old 
Nebraska was the only thing they wanted. 
. . D. C. Travis’ last week of vacation 
was taken up by spending three days at 
the Oddfellow’s Grand Lodge in Norfolk 
and the rest at home, . Your editor 
spent a few days of her vacation in St, 
Louis enjoying the final game of the 
Series. It really was a thriller. . . . MY. 
and Mrs. C. H Liebhart spent their vaca- 
tion at home and in Hastings. Most of the 
time though they were enjoying that new 
Pontiac ... Others in the department to 
take quiet vacations at home were C. W. 
Keester, Milo Caslasky, Howard Smith, 
Perrv Caldwell, G. W. Griffith and Fran- 
cis Darnold. ? Bob Tucker returned 
to York after being with us two months. 
Come back and see us again Bob, ... 
Farmers, Livingston, Pattison and Herb 
Jenkins are busy these days harvesting 
their bumper corn crop. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Vacations, except for a few late ones, 
are about over and judging by the re- 
ports of most returnees, those who took 
them experienced few dull moments... . 
Marie Adkisson spent a recent week-end 
in York. . . . New students in toll classes 
include Jo Ann Harrison and _ Vivian 
Courtright with Ruth Marcks as_in- 
structor; Marguerite Cole, Jean Gustason, 
Lois Dinsmore and Mary Jane Lewis with 
Miss Glover instructing. . . , Mabel Volpp, 
supervisor, is absent from our midst. She 
tells us her vacation will be spent visiting 
with friends at Norfolk, Center and 


Wausa. .. , Darlene Shoemaker spent a 
week-end visiting her family at Weeping 
Water. ... June Johnson, we are sorry to 


report, spent her vacation in the hospital 
after an attack of appendicitis. She is re- 
covering nicely, and, no doubt, helping 
to speed her recovery was the arrival of 
her boy friend from overseas. .. .- Betty 
Kroeger visited her parents at Grand 
Island for a few days. . . . Linda Bartels 
visited at the home of Elaine Scovell in 


Gresham recently. ... Evelyn Vinkenburg 
spent a week-end at her home 1n Alexan- 
dria. . . . Lavonne Reckling has been 


given desk clerk rate. . Mrs. Rezner 
visited over Sunday at Burlington, Iowa. 
... Speaking of double talk reminds us of 
the girl who was heard to say “Will you 
dial up and hang again, please?” . a 
Arvilla MeMahon, who believes in dis- 
pensing with all unnecessary prelimin- 
aries, recently demonstrated this trait 
while a crowd of her friends looked on 
in amazement. After completing her eve- 
ning shift, Arvilla went down the hall to 
the locker room and put on her coat. The 
coat didn’t seem to fasten up right and 
Arvilla struggled! Finally she decided she 
would just have to remove her headset, 
to which up to this time, she hadn't given 
a thought! Myra Leybold has_ re- 
cently been given desk clerk rate... . Mrs. 
Sidney Smith has recently returned to her 
work as senior supervisor after her vaca- 
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Chief Operator Agnes Gustafson gives 
our Osceola subscribers some of that 
fine service of which she is so capable. 


tion. . . . Vera Wasson reports a very 
homey vacation spent in redecorating her 
home. .. . Marie Portsche, Barbara Block- 


witz, Lavonne Reckling, Helen Boldt and 
Dorothy Darnold all report very pleasant 
vacations spent for the most part at home. 
. . . Ruth Goslin has returned from a va- 
cation visit at Atlanta, Georgia. .. . Opal 
Thimgan is back at work again and her 
holidays are just a memory. ... Mary 
Francis Redding is enjoying a visit in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. ... Esther 
Borchers visited relatives in Hastings dur- 
ing her vacation. . . . Maxine Bellew spent 
a visit at North Platte having made the 
trip by plane. . . . We extend sympathy 
to Lois Dinsmore on the death of her 
mother. . . . We will not soon forget the 
puzzled look on the faces of the girls in 
the operator’s lounge when the buzzer 
outside the door kept ringing incessantly. 
When someone came to investigate, the 
weli-meaning but tired and disgusted jan- 
itor, indicating the sign beside the buzzer, 
requesting gentlemen to give a warning 
ring before entering said, “Nobody opens 
the door!” ... Andy “Dial’ Andrews re- 
turned from his vacation October 15. 
Rumors are he bought some paint. Where- 
fore the priority, Andy? ... Anna Sey- 
mour, Traveling Chief Operator, is so- 
journing in Kansas City where she plans 
to take in the horse show and ice follies. 
; Erma “Bookie” Dillworth won two 
pots in one day on the World Series. .. . 
Heard she had a hard time collecting from 
the editor of this magazine. . . Wilma 
Grupe, Traffic Methods Supervisor really 
absorbs atmosphere when she attends a 
show. Because it was raining in the pic- 
ture, she seriously remarked to her com- 
panion, “I wish I had brought my rain- 
coat.”” It was a nice clear night outside! 

Rod ‘Domestic’? Andrews has been 
down on his knees—laying linoleum. . . 
Mr. C. C. Donley has returned from a 
telephone convention at Chicago. ... Elsie 
Anderson has returned to her desk after 
having been ill. This is Miss Anderson’s 
first absence in years. ...A magnetic 
wire recorder has been installed in the 
traffic department. This device is used to 
record the voices and performances of 
operators, who may then by listening to 
the record, hear themselves as others hear 
them. . . . Betty Obert now serves the 
morning coffee in the cafeteria. ... Louise 
McDill, a student at the University, is 
the new evening helper. ... Mrs. Marcia 
Watson has returned from her vacation, 
one week of which was spent in Washing- 
ton, D. C. with her niece. She then visited 
New York, Niagara Falls, Detroit and Chi- 
cago where she spent a few days with her 
son, John, who attends Northwestern Uni- 
versity ... Mrs. Margaret Emerson visited 
a few days with her son in Chicago. 


How We Stand! 
Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


November 1, 1945............ 1,143 
December 1, 1945............ 769 
January 1, 1946.00.00... =. O13 
February 1, 1946.............. 764 
March 1, 1946.......0002....... 861 
V4 2)s |e Oe LoL: see ee ena 838 
May 1, 1946... 800 
Wane: Li POS ec cecteccahaas 788 
July 1, 1946.00. 902 
Praee: 1, TOF G cetera 943 
September 1, 1946.............. 821 
October: J. 1946 22. 831 
November 1, 1946.............. 850 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 
Auburn 
Lena McLain, Correspondent 


We welcome Marjorie Lampe as our new 
operator and Jack Strain and Donald Mc- 
Ininch as groundmen. Glad to have you 
with us... . Congratulations are in order 
for Edna May Myers and Mariam William- 
son, who are wearing those certain rings 
on the left hand. . Martha Muse re- 
signed as an operator to take up the duties 
of housekeeping. We are going to miss 
you, Martha. .. . Shirley Snyder returned 
after her two weeks vacation. She said she 
got plenty of sleep but was glad to be 
back. . . . Lonnie McLain returned after 
her three weeks vacation covering five 
thousand miles. She drove to California 
by the northern route and came back bv 
the southern route, While in Hollywood 
she attended Tom Brenaman’s ‘‘Breakfast 
in Hollywood.” 


Beatrice 


Marcella Morris and Leland Hodge 
Correspondents 


Vacations for this news period were 
spent as follows: Miss Willey spent her 
two weeks resting at her home in Steele 
City, Mrs. Menke spent a few days at 
Deweese visiting relatives and friends and 
the rest of the time at home. Leila Broads- 
ton spent her time in Diller, not resting 
but keeping house and taking care of her 
two younger brothers while her mother 
took her vacation, more power to you 
Leila. Joyce Johnson spent a few days in 
Diller and then went to Denver for a few 
days, what days, eh what Joyce? And so 
that takes care of vacations until next 
time. . . . We welcome Miss Eleta Loth. 
and Miss Alys Cyrishs.... Our new toll 
students are Miss Frey and Miss Fuller 

; With the hunting season open, sev- 
eral girls donned their hunting clothes, 
guns, ete. and tried their luck. Mrs. Dor- 
othy Trauernicht and her husband went 
around Grand Island and Hastings. When 
asked what she shot she blushed and 
wouldn’t say a thing—we wonder? We bid 
farewell to Joyce Girl, who is leaving us 
to go to Lincoln to work, wishing you all 
the luck in the world. Joyce... . Some of 


our smiling faces are showing up in the 
society section of the local paper—when 
is the day—Miss Jantzen? » » , Mrs. Kath- 


erine Hoover from Hastings was a visitor 
at our office this month. . - . Howard Ro- 
land spent his vacation remodeling the 
basement of his house... . Leland Hodge 
vacationed in Omaha, Lincoln and Table 


Rock and Archie Stansbury is spending 
his vacation pheasant hunting at Columbus 
and shucking corn at Blue Springs... Har- 
lan Gillespie and Leland Hodge attended 
the Kansas State Football Game in Lin- 
coln October 5th. ... Mrs. Louella Huls, 
for several years a relief operator at Crab 
Orchard, passed away at a hospital here on 
September 30 at the age of 38. Our sincere 
sympathy is extended to her family. 


Burchard 


Mrs. Belle Moran of Desler visited her 
sister, Hattie Wilcox several days this 
month. . . . Minnie Herron was in Paw- 
nee city while Hattie Wilcox and Mable 
Dougherty visited in Beatrice. 


Dorchester 
Mrs. Ethely Jones is spending her vaca- 
tion at home. . . Mrs. Anna Simpson, for- 


mer Chief Operator is working during Mrs. 
Jones’ vacation. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Edna Bast and Betty Leonard are the 
proud bearers of the two new diamonds 
seen in the Traffic Department recently, 
Congratulations Girls. : We want to 
welcome Dorothy Nutsch and Julia Prie- 
fert as new _ operators. ... Annabelle 
Stocker who has been on leave of absence 
for the last six months returned to work. 
We're glad she is able to be back on the 
job. . . . Recent vacationers have been 
Ricka Schenk and Marie Lesher of the 
Traffic Department. Marie headed for 
California and Mrs. Schenk stayed at 
home, Also, on vacation is Mr. Longdon 
who is on a hunting trip around Bloom- 
field and Miss Watson is visiting in Waco 
and Lincoln during her vacation. ... Out 
of town visitors this month have been 
Doreas Slater and Vera Sweetser to 
Omaha; Edna Bast, Lela Watson, T. E. 
Longdon and J. C. Gear to Lincoln and Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Caley to Delphos, Kansas. 
_.. The girls of the Commercial and Traf- 
fic Departments gathered recently for an- 
other pot-luck supper. 

Daykin 

The new Chief Operator at Daykin is 
Mrs. Maude Howard who assumed her 
duties on September ist. Welcome, Mrs. 
Howard. 

Humboldt 


Mariella Williamson, Correspondent 


Betty Lou Herr and Mariella Williamson 
attended the Kansas State-Nebraska foot- 
ball game October 15. . . . Catherine Gil- 
lan, Chief Operator was a business visi- 
tor in Lincoln, October 11... Emma Lee 
King went to Fort Riley, October 16th to 
spend the day with her brother who is 
stationed there. ... Catharine Gillan, Rose 
Fankhauser and Mariella Williamson at- 
tended the concert given by the U. S. Ma- 
rine Band at Lincoln, October 19, a: yg 
Mryna Neff visited in Bern, Kansas Octo- 
ber 18. ...E. J. Flowerday who has been 
our local manager since August 1, 1948 
has been transferred to Pawnee City 
where he will hold a similar position. Mr. 
Flowerday assumed his duties in Pawnee 
City October 1. We are very sorry to see 
him leave Humboldt, but we wish him 
the best of luck in his new position. 


Jansen 


Trene Zimmerman has assumed _ the 
duties of Chief Operator Cashier during 
the illness of Mrs. Lizzie Cressman. We 
are sorry to hear about Mrs. Cressman’s 
illness but hope she will be back with us 
soon. 


PAWNEE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
(Connecting Company) 


The stork visited the home of our line- 
man, Albert Brock, (the sixth time), Al- 
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bert is the proud father of a baby boy, 
born October 9th, . , . Correction: Caro- 
lyn’s “Bud” did not enter military service 
due to draft postponement; consequently, 
the greater part of her vacation was spent 
visiting “‘the farm”. ... We welcome Mr. 
Flowerday as our new manager. Mr. Beck- 
er is being transferred to Wahoo after a 
Short visit with relatives in California. 
.-. Our office is being remodeled and will 
look very nice when finished. 


Steinauer 


Bridget Divis and Hattie Wilcox were 

Beatrice visitors October 19th. . . Mrs. 
Divis spent several days in Wahoo. 
We thought that when a person was old 
enough to be an operator they put away 
their dolls but we understand that a cer- 
tain operator won a nice new one at the 
church bazaar October 20th. What did you 
name it, Mary? 


Sterling 


Esther Fritz vacationed in Lincoln and 
Adams. .. . We are glad to hear that 
Mrs. Christline was released from the 
hospital and we hope to see her back real 
soon. 


Table Rock 


We have good news to report this time, 
Carol Strohm has completely recovered 
from a light case of polio and is able to 
be back at work after a two months’ treat- 
ment at a Lincoln hospital. 


Tecumseh 
Ellen’ Murphy, Correspondent 


Lois Jean Stinson spent her vacation in 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin with her sister.... 
La Verne Besterfeld is back with us again 
after a six weeks course in training at 
Beatrice. . . . Tyler Ryan’s mother spent 
several days with the family in Tecum- 
seh. . . . Mary Fowler made a business 
trip to Lincoln. . Ted Husing enjoyed 
his vacation at home and visiting relatives 
in Missouri. . Irby Halverstadt spent 
his vacation at home. .. . Also, Bernice 
Allen spent her vacation at home. . 
Lewis Wentz spent his vacation in Ore- 
gon. ... Some of the boys from the Plant 
Department opened the hunting season 
by going to Edgar, Nebraska to hunt phea- 
sants, but they did not get the limit. ... 
Edna Ragon is back with us after a ton- 
sillectomy. . . . Clara Costello entered the 
Clarkson Hospital where she underwent a 
major operation. We hope she will be on 
the road to recovery soon. 


Wilber 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Evelyn Karpisek is our new operator, 
welcome Ev. ... Amelia end Anna Aden, 
Viola Knapp and Betty Anthony were Lin- 
coln visitors this month. Farewell was bid 
to Maxine Ashbaugh who plans to locate in 
California. Sorry to see you leave, Maxine. 


Wymore 


The main item of interest in the Wy- 
more office at present is vacations. Miss 
Rabb spent part of her time in Des Moines, 
Iowa with her aunt. While there she 
visited the Telephone Exchange. Just can’t 
keep away from the business even while 
on vacation. ... Milly Lu Lane, Cashier, 
and Imogene Robertson, Assistant Chief 
Operator have reservations on the ‘Port- 
land Rose” from Omaha on November 4th. 
Maybe this explains why they don’t seem 
to notice us plain people down here any- 
more. .. .Miss Reiff, Night Operator, is 
spending her vacation visiting relatives. 
; . Mrs. McNulty’s bad luck seems to 
be our good fortune. Her husband is apart- 
ment hunting again in Columbia, Mo., and 
in the meantime she is remaining with her 
parents in Wymore. Mrs. McNulty is 


cheerfully helping us through vacations 
and the shortage created by the recent 
resignation of Mrs. Day. 


Western District 


Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 
Geneva 
Elsie Sole, Correspondent 


R. J. Weis spent several weeks helping 
out at the York exchange. ... Emma 
Ebbeka, operator, is helping at_ the 
Exeter exchange while Marge Grewell is 
enjoying her vacation. . . . You can talk 
about seeing pink elephants but when it 
comes to seeing cars drive away from 
the rear of the telephone building without 
a driver, there is something phony. Be- 
lieve it or not, two feminine employees 
glanced out the widow one morning and 
saw a nice looking, highly polished car 
start down the street “Solo flight’. Before 
too many “ohs” and “ahs” were said they 
recognized their congenial manager, C. J. 
Crew, going full speed ahead trying to 
overtake the vehicle. Since no loud noises 
were heard it is surmised that ‘Alls well 
that ends well’ , . . Visitors at the office 
this month were former employees Ger- 
aldine Hourigan and Mrs. Wesley Ogg, nee 
Emma Calvin, and little son of Seattie, 
Washington. .:. . Those employees enjoy- 
ing fall vacations are Nata Hershey, Hazel 
Drummond and W. R. Minich. .. .The mar- 
riage of Maxine Franzen to Francis Walker 
took place at Belleville, Kansas, Friday, 
October 11, 1946. The Geneva employees 
had a hunch ‘“‘something was in the wind” 
the day before and kidded Maxine about 
having the week end off and what her 
plans were. Maxine was “innocent” and 
acted as dumb about it as any “Dumb 
Dora”? could, and she was still innocent 
when she walked into a house full of 
employees the following Wednesday eve- 
ning. After an evening of games and gos- 
sip, Heavenly Hash, Cake and Coffee were 
served. Maxine was presented a gift and 
at a late hour all departed wishing her a 
future of happiness. 


Hastings 


Helen Brotherton and Lulubelle Stansberry, 
Correspondents 

Those enjoying vacations are Minnie 
Schlitt and Belle Meester who are re- 
maining at home. It seems that Belle got a 
huge diamond from a certain gentleman 
before he left on a trip to Ireland. ... 
Helen Simons also enjoyed the simple 
home life on her vacation, while Virginia 
Harper spent her time visiting in Sibley, 
Iowa. . .. And speaking of diamonds, did 
you see the ones that Betty Stroh and 
Helen Brotherton are flashing? ... From 
what we hear, LaNora Hopken’s’' boy 
friend arrived from Japan this week. It 
won’t be long now, will it, Hoppie? ... 
Doris Ground seemed to have had a won- 
derful weekend in Chicago. How about it, 
Doris? ... Frieda Hoffman hasn’t returned 
yet from a week end in Scottsbluff and 
North Pléette, so who knows? It seems as 
though she didn’t want to go alone. We 
wonder why? Lulubelle Stansberry 
won’t be found day-dreaming much 
longer. Bob is coming home in two weeks. 
— . Newcomers into the Traffic Dept. 
are Rose Turner, Betty Buman, Vernell 
Johnson and Mary Lou Ousey, a former 
operator at Denver, Colorado. . . . Mil- 
dred Blumenthal worked while Berniece 


THE “NEWS” 


Gary took a trip to California. .. . Char- 
lotte Keller has returned to work after 
being iil. . Laurice Peterson, former 
operator, was married to George Conleur 
on November 1 at Sunburg, Minnesota. 
.. . New toll operators are Lola McKamey 
and Helen Hartman. Good luck, girls. ... 
One meager item from the Commercial 
Dept. involves Jim Dudgeon who spent a 
few days of his vacation in St. Louis 
and attended the World Series. 


Stromsburg 


L. C. “Smick” Williams enjoyed his 
vacation during the fore part of October, 
spending the time at home . Dorothy 
Farris, operator, returned to work Octo- 
ber 18 after spending some time _ in 
Chicago during her vacation. 


Shelby 
Thrasilla Kubicek spent October 18 
shopping in Omaha. ...We wish a speedy 


recovery to Ica Westley, night operator, 
who entered the Methodist Hospital in 
Omaha on October 18 to undergo surgery. 


Superior 
Darlene Rose, Correspondent 


Frances Meyer spent the week end of 
October 19 at Glidden, Iowa, visiting her 
sister. Mary Ann Robinson spent a re- 
cent week end in Topeka, Kansas. She re- 
ports having a very fine time. ... Among 
those who were recently on the sick list 
were Nadeen Messersmith and Frances 
Harmon. The damp, cold weather must 
have been too much for them. ... Clar- 
inda Lake is spending her vacation with 
her sister in Washington, D. C. She left 
via air from Omaha. As this was her first 
plane trip we hope she enjoyed it im- 
mensely. . Olga Andersen and Patricia 
Gourley have completed their toll train- 
ing. . . . Frances Harmon attended a Dis- 
trict BPW conference in Hastings. ... 
Nadeen Messersmith was a recent Hast- 
ings visitor. She attended the boxing 
matches while there. . Pat Gourley 
spent a recent week end at Bostwick and 
Burr Oak, Kansas....Hazel Rust expects 
to attend the Golden Wedding Anniver- 
sary of her grandparents in Sutton, Sun- 
day, October 27. . Jessie Van Trump 
spent a recent week end in Hastings, Har- 
vard and Doniphan visiting friends and 
relatives . . It seems that Pat Gourley 
decided to try her luck at pheasant hunt- 
ing. She evidently didn’t see many phea- 
sants because all she came back with was 
one lonely rabbit. . . . H. L. Whitney left 
work last week to spend his two-week 
vacation at home, _. . Frank Kuhat re- 
cently went as a delegate to the 10th 
District American Legion Convention held 
at Franklin. He also attended the dinner 
of the South Platte Chamber of Com- 
merce at Red Cloud, October 17... . The 
girls of the Traffic Dept. gave a miscel- 
laneous shower October 17 in honor of 
Mrs. Eugene Rose who was married re- 
cently. The bride received many lovely 
gifts. The evening was spent playing 
games. All departed at a late hour and 
reported having had a very nice time. 


York 


Arideen Rhoades, Correspondent 


As this ‘amateur’ scribe writes this 
‘“newsy news” horns are honking and giv- 
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SAVINGS BONDS 


ing out with a generally loud noise telling 
us that the knot between Arlene Ander- 
son and Francis Jokerst has been tied. 
Arlene was a former supervisor and will 
now take up the new occupation of house- 
wife in the East. As far East as Omaha, 
we mean. We all wish her and Francis a 
lifetime of fun and happiness and also 
that she won’t have to wait too long in 
the meat lines. . Wedding bells will 
sound soon too for Norma Fisher who 
has resigned and is now in Geneva wait- 
ing for that boy friend to get home from 
Manila—Happy days to you, Norma!... 
Norma Roehrs was married Oct 6th to 
William Gallant Jr. alias “Handsome.” 
Our best wishes are for that happy pair 
also. . . . Several girls have gone on va- 
cations this month. Ardith Peters went 
south to Dallas to visit her sister. We 
don’t know how much visiting she did 
but we do know she came home with some 
cute dresses and a pair of nylons—Line 
forms down south, girls! .... Artis Bowen 
went home to sleep but she woke up one 
Saturday and went to the football game 
and from what I hear, she was still too 
sleepy and yelled for both teams... . Hat- 
tie Marquardt is on vacation this week. 
She said she wasn’t going to work but ten 
to one she’s busy as a bee this very min- 
ute. ... We have three new students to 
welcome, Ardis Burhoop, Bessie Schultz, 
and Dea Hayes who is from the McCool 
office. Hope you like us here, girls. 
Cold cash has really been changing hands 
among the Plant and Construction Gang 
since the World Series and the Football 
Season began. Latest reports are that 
Rene Weis, Glenn Stuart and Kenny Hult- 
quist have realiy cleaned up those jack 
pots. ... The highway between York and 
McCool sure is hot these days. George 
Mehuron has had to drive back and forth 
so much that his shirt collars are be- 
ginning to have that scorched look, and 
the road, well, there weren’t any ruts in 
it a month ago!! 


WANTS PICTURES 


How’s about sending us some of those snapshots that you have taken recently. Put your 
name and address on them of course and a description of the scene. We'll appreciate receiving 
them for publication in the ‘‘Personalities” section. 
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d fata presentation of service pins to employees with ten 

or more years of service during a series of parties 
held during November and December, brought about the 
realization of this long awaited event. 

The initial presentation was held on November 26 at 
Hastings in the ball room of the Hotel Clarke. Invitations 
had been sent to employees in Nuckolls, Webster, Adams 
end Clay Counties who, with their wives and husbands, 
responded a hundred strong. Thirty-one of those present 
were eligible to receive pins signifying terms of service 
ranging from. ten to thirty-five years. 


TWENTY-FIVE YEAR PINS WERE PRESENTED TO. 
HOWARD LAHR, BELLE MEESTER, CAROLINE LAMPS, 
B. D. KLINE AND FRANK -KUBAT. 


septa 


Guy Seaton spoke briefly on the background and pur- 
pose of the pins and then introduced J. H. Agee, vice 
president and general manager, who made the presenta- 
tions. In discussing the hidden values attending a service 
record of many years, Mr. Agee declared that such a 
record was a real and positive asset in the daily walks of 
life, that it sank deeply into the character, making a 
person more ‘solid and secure, that it marked one as a 
substantial. member of the community and could actually 

_be listed as a tangible asset in obtaining credit. 

The design of the pins is the product of the art and 
ingenuity of Joe H. Hartley, the entire series ranging from 
ten to forty-five years in multiples of five. Jeweled mount- 
ings are added to pins representing twenty or more years 


"FOLLOWING THE PROGRAM, LIGHT REFRESHMENTS [-- 
AND AN INFORMAL SOCIAL HOUR WERE ENJOYED 
| BY THE ASSEMBLED EMPLOYEES AND THEIR 


FAMILIES, 


and Joe Hartley also made the journey from Lincoln, and 
assisted in the welcoming of the guests and recipients. 
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Preceding the presentations was a short and interest- 


Ing program which opened with the showing of a motion 


picture and concluded with a demonstration of the mystic 


arts of magic by Paul Curtiss of Geneva. Mr. Curtiss 
was doing nicely as the featured entertainer until he 


of service. 
F. E. Behm, C. C. Donley, M. M. Hale, B. I. Noble 


called for a volunteer assistant from the audience. By 
quirk of fate he inveigled Betty Hager Mitchell to the 


rostrum and thenceforth the new bride stole the show. 
Her antics with an unpredictable magical wand had the 
audience rolling in the aisles. 


On the accompanying pages are pictures which were 


taken at the Hastings party. Subsequent parties were 
held at York, Beatrice, Nebraska City, Lincoln, and David 
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THIRTY YEARS OF SERVICE ARE COMMEMORATED | \ City during December. The pictorial story of these 
| BY. J: , DGEON, W. E. CUMMINGS, FRIEDA ; on a 
| HEA ak A. MASON. W. L. ECKLES AND ERED _ gatherings will be presented in our January issue. 
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Claude Helm keeps in contact with the 
central dispatching point by mobile radio- 
telephone. 


A radio equipped car is dispatched to 
supply additional directories to one of the 
67 carriers. 


Hadiotelephone Facilitates 
Largest [irectory Delivery 


A modern innovation, the mobile 
radiotelephone, was employed with 
excellent results to facilitate the de- 
livery of the November 1946 issue 
of the Lincoln directory, the largest 
directory delivery project in the his- 
tory of the Company. Five automo- 
biles, two of which were radio 
equipped, were used to supply books 
to 67 carriers throughout the city. 
The radio cars were able to keep in 
constant communication with the de- 
livery dispatcher without the neces- 
sity of return trips to the distributing 
point and much time was saved as a 
result. It is estimated that the radio 
cars were able to supply almost twice 
the number of carriers as those not 
equipped with this service. 

The directory delivery was under 


Howard Spahnle, directory compilation 
supervisor, and Jean Beck, directory clerk, 
look over the day’s return of old 
directories. 


the supervision of Howard Spahnle, 
directory compilation supervisor. C. 
A. Eggerss supervised the prepara- 
tion of the directory routes and the 
assignment of the routes to the car- 
riers. Jean Beck and M. F. Egan 
acted as dispatchers and the radio 
cars were driven by Claude Helm 


and Hugh Rathburn. 


The delivery began promptly on 
November 2, with much of the busi- 
ness district completed on that date 
and rural subscribers furnished with 
books by mail. The delivery was 
completed on November 11, and was 
delayed on two days due to unfavy- 
orable weather. 36,500 books were 
delivered during this period and 
11,500 old directories were recov- 
ered. About 3,000 more books were 
recovered this issue than last, ac- 
cording to the directory delivery 
report. The recovery of many old 
directories was not possible because 
subscribers were not at home. In 
these cases a slip was attached to the 
new directory requesting that the 
old issue be destroyed. 

The rapid growth in telephone 
service during recent months is in- 
dicated by the ten additional classi- 
fied and six additional alphabetical 
pages which are contained in the 
present issue. The new book is com- 
prised of 114 classified and 104 
alphabetical listing pages, together 
with six pages of street and postal 
information. About 13,000 new. or 
changed listings are included. 


Two Retirements 


Are Announced 


hee retirement on pension of two 
more veteran employees has re- 
cently been announced. They are 
Ida B. Ronne, former chief operator- 
cashier at McCool and Claude 
Walker, district plant inspector at 
Lincoln. 


Mrs. Ronne began her telephone 
career with the Howard County 
Telephone Company in 1907 and 
moved to York in 1910 where she 
became an operator with the York 
County Telephone Company. With 
the purchase of that property by our 
Company in 1912, she was assigned 
to a position at Lushton, later be- 
coming the chief operator at that ex- 
change and serving there until 1934 
when she became chief operator at 
McCool. Following the conversion 
of McCool to dial operation, she re- 
tired from active service and will 
continue to make her home there. 
She has always taken an active inter- 
est in community and church work 
and is a life member of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter of the Independ- 
ent Telephone Pioneer Association. 

Claude Walker last month ex- 
pressed the wish to retire from active 
service and has taken up residence in 
Leesburg, Florida where his son. 
Harry. a former L. T and T. em- 
ployee, is located. Claude retired 
in 1944, closing a career in telephone 
work dating back forty-six years. 
During the wartime emergency he 
was called back to service and during 
recent months has acted in the capac- 
ity of district plant inspector at Lin- 
coln. A full account of his varied 
and active career appeared in the 
“News” at the time of his original 
retirement. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


MNHE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
month of November: 

Primary members: C. W. Albers, 
Lincoln Service Department, $10.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. F. L. Tefft. 
Lincoln, $6.00; Mrs. A. B. Waters. 
Lincoln, $172.13; Helen Cox. Lin 
coln, $59.63. 


Directory Revenue Reaches 


All Time Peak 


An excellent job of salesmanship, 
together with favorable business con- 
ditions, are reflected in the attain- 
ment of an all time peak in revenue 
derived from directory advertising. 
Based on actual experience for the 
first 11 months this year and an esti- 
mated amount for December, the 
year’s revenue from this source will 
approximate $132,000. This exceeds 
the former record set last year by 
about $30,000. 


Directory sales activities are under 
the able supervision of E. A. Mc- 
Kenna, directory sales manager. 
“Mac” and his department have con- 
sistently done a fine job during the 
13 years that they have been re- 
sponsible for this phase of the saies 
program, both in the attainment of 
a splendid record in salesmanship 
as well as in the maintenance of good 
public relations. A great percentage 
of customers who subscribe for di- 
rectory advertising continue their 
program in our directories year after 
year, and complaints or misunder- 
standings are practically nil. We are 
fortunate in having a man of Mac’s 
caliber and ability in charge of this 
program and on behalf of his num- 
erous friends throughout the organ- 
ization we extend congratulations 
for the record-smashing job which 
his department has accomplished. 


The old maestro, E. A. McKenna, at 
right, flashes a smile for the photographer 
as he poses with his present sales force; 
Herb Velte, left, and Al Zehrung. Both Mr. 
Velte and Mr. Zehrung are old hands at the 
directory sales business and have had a 
large part in the splendid record of the 
Department. Mr. Velte this year topped all 
previous sales records during the recent 
Lincoln canvass. The department’s affable 
and efficient secretary is Mrs. Florence 
Loder. 


Banner Month For Suggestion 


te 


T. S. Burr Norma Burt 
Hastings Lincoln 


Ralph Culver Frances Harmon 
Lincoln Lincoln 


William Knee 


OVEMBER was a banner month 
for the new Employees Sugges- 
tion Plan with seven winners holding 
the spotlight for their excellent ideas 
for better ways of doing things. The 
continued flow of worthwhile sug- 
gestions through the channels of the 
plan where they can be put to prac- 
tical use for the mutual benefit of all 
is indeed a healthy and progressive 
symbol. The Suggestion Commit- 
tee appreciates your interest and will 
welcome any ideas you may have 
that you believe would be helpful. 
The seven winners of awards for 
last month are pictured above. Briet- 
ly, their suggestions were as follows: 
a better method of inking ribbons for 


Lydia Kriegshauser 
Lincoln Seward Lincoln 


Ardell Robison 


calculagraphs, by Miss Harmon; the 
construction of a test cabinet for 
testing 2-9 or 3-9 Stromberg-Carlson 
systems, by Ardell Robison; the pro- 
vision of hand rails on steps in the 
main office building, by Norma 
Burt; metal holders for the protec- 
tion of Field Trial Instruction and 
Print Books in the Shop and on 
trucks, by Ralph Culver; the com- 
bining of toll center and tributary 
mileages for reference by operators, 
by Lydia Kriegshauser; a clip holder 
for mounting on the dial guard of a 
dial test set, by William Knee; and 
the posting of reward notices to re- 
duce damage by gun-shot to our 


cables and lines, by T. S. Burr. 


Fine Election Service 
Complimented 


A number of comments, compli- 
menting the Company and its em- 
ployees on the excellent service 
rendered in connection with the re- 
cent election returns, were received. 

Arthur Sweet of the Nebraska 
Daily News Press at Nebraska City 
wrote the following letter: 


“T want to thank the Lincoln Tele- 


aif 7 es 


phone Company and the girls work- 
ing in the local exchange for the fine 
service given us Tuesday night in 
reporting the results of the election 
in Otoe County. 

“I don’t believe the service could 
have been any better.” 

The Associated Press also com: 
mending the fine service, stated that 
“The state wide election returns by 
telephone went off perfectly and 
service was excellent. Many thanks 
for the fine cooperation.” 
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Emblems of Service 
Fae month the Company inaugu- 


rated the custom of presenting 
service pins to those who had com- 
pleted a record of ten or more years 
of service. 


With the presentations, the start- 
ling fact was brought out that 529 
employees, including those retired 
on pension, were thus qualified. 
Twenty of these possess the enviable 
record of 40 or more years of service, 
56 have records of 35 or more years 


and 241 fall in the group having 25 
or more years. 


The total represents nearly 40% 
of those on the payroll and is indica- 
tive not only of the tenor and sta- 
bility of the employee group but also 
of the fact that telephone people 
like their work and have faith in the 
organization and industry of which 
they are a part and to which their 
careers are devoted. 


The pins were designed by Joe 
Hartley and represent the outcome 
of much careful thought and pre- 
paration. They will be presented 
hereafter to employees as they attain 
a record of service of ten or more 
years with new pins being earned at 
each service anniversary in multiples 
of five years. Denominations of 20 
or more years will be further dig- 
nified by the addition of jewels. 


Our chosen vocation is eacaee! 
one of service. In the performance 
of this service we not only assure our 
own security but contribute much to 
the welfare, progress and happiness 


of others and establish for ourselves 
positions of importance and respect 
in the communities in which we 
make our homes. 


We may well take pride in the 


wearing of the emblems which sym- 
bolize this service. 


Robert Wenzel Returns 


HE ninety-second member of the 

Honor Roll to resume employ- 
ment with the Company is Robert L. 
Wenzel who, since November 18, 
has reoccupied his former post as 
combinationman at Beatrice, his 
home town. 


Bob entered the service at Fort 
Leavenworth on June 26, 1945, and 
was sent to Camp Crowder for basic 
and signal service training and upon 


its completion was stationed at Camp 
Beale, California. as a replacement 
before his trans- 
fer to Camp 
Miles Standish, 
Massachusetts, 
for overseas as’ 
signment. Arriv- 
ing at La Harve 
on January 10, 
1946, he was 
first assigned 
the replacement 
center at Namur, 
Belgium, and then, on various tours 
of duty to Frankfort, Nurnberg and 
Kaiserslauten, Germany and Luxem- 
berg City. Returning to New York 
on October 16, he obtained his re- 
lease from service at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey. 


Robert Wenzel 


Wire Recorder Aids Traffic Training 


By Myra Metcalf 


XPERIMENTS made in the Lin- 

coln office with a Magnetic Wire 
Recorder have proved the worth of 
.this instrument, particularly in im- 
proving operating practice and de- 
veloping more pleasing voice. Spot 
checks have been made of operators 
at work, and these recordings played 
back for each individual to hear. In 
this manner, the operator could de- 
tect, for herself, errors in operating 
and could also analyze her voice for 
the purpose of eliminating faults in 
enunciation, tone and inflection. 


The comment “That isn’t my 
voice!” was typical of most who 
heard their voice recorded for the 
first time. Psychologists state that 


Hearing themselves 
as others hear them 
are, left to right, Joy 
Hinnman, Betty 
Withrow, Evelyn Vin- 
kenberg, Beverly 
Weekly and Arlene 
Zabel. Chief Opera- 
tor Melba Richards 
is standing, 


only a few of us would recognize 
our doubles were we to meet them 
on the street, although our com- 
panion would see the resemblance 
immediately. Evidently the same 
is true of our voice, since individuals 
listening to recordings tend to cor- 
rectly identify all except themselves. 

Because service requirements are 
again becoming exacting in all types 
of business, the need for concen- 
trated voice instruction is apparent. 
To make the “Voice With a Smile” 
absolutely synonymous with a tele- 
phone operator is a goal worth striv- 
ing for, and the use of the Wire 
Recorder, as a mirror reflecting the 
voice, should help much toward 
taining this goal. 


Recipe of the Month 


Se extra special and 
with the tang of Christmas to it 
seemed to be most apropos for this 
month’s recipe and certainly no one 
would be better 
qualified as an 
expert in this re- 
spect than our 
Lincoln cafeterin 
matron, Mrs. 
Marcia Watson. 
She really came 
through for us 1n 
great style, as 
she always does, 
and after delving 
in her archives of culinary mystery, 
came up with a recipe which dates 
clear back to the year 1671. It is for 
a Christmas plum pudding which we 
are sure will add a full share of Yule- 
tide cheer to your family table. 


Marcia Watson 


Christmas Plum Pudding 

Mix 142 Ibs. radsins; lly) Ibs. currants: 
l4 lb. mixed peel (orange, lemon, citron): 
¥4 Ibs. bread crumbs; ¥4 Ibs. suet; 1 tsp. 
each of cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg, and all- 
spice; 2 tsp. salt; and 14% cup blanched 
almonds. Beat 8 eggs and add !4 to 14 
cup fruit juice (orange, lemon, grape, 
or as desired). Pour over dry materials 
and mix with haads. (Have _ moist 
enough to hold together.) Put into well 
greased molds and steam 3 to 4 hours. 
Remove covers and cool. Replace covers 
when cold as this pudding will keep all 
winter. Heat for about one hour before 
serving. Serve with Hard Sauce. 

Hard Sauce 

Cream 1/3 cup butter; add 1 cup pow- 
dered sugar gradually; and then add 1, 
tsp. lemon extract and 2 tsp. vanilla. 


Traffic Appointments 
RANCES HARMON, | former 


chief operator at Superior, was 
made a member of the General Traf- 
fic Department on December 1 
where she will assume new impor- 
tant duties as an assistant to the Su- 
pervisor of Traffic Methods in the 
preparation of general traffic instruc- 
tions and operating procedures. She 
has served with the Company at 
Superior since 1940, was named 
instructor in 1942, assistant chief 
operator in 1943 and was promoted 
to chief operator in December, 1943, 
holding that position until her pres- 


Frances M. Harmon 
Asst. Supr. of Methods 
Lincoln 


Plant 


Robert Wenzel, returned from military 


“leave to combinationman, 
Beatrice. 


service, 


Traffic 

Olga Anderson, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Superior. 

Vada Brothers, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Plattsmouth. 

Margret Cornell, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, David City. 

Shirley M. Frey, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Donna Fuller, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Patricia Gourley, A operator to A&L 
operator, Superior. 


Betty Griffin, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 


ent appointment. Her new assign- 
ment is a fine testimonial to the high 
regard in which her ability and 
knowledge are regarded. 


Miss Harmon will be succeeded by 
Mary Ann Robinson as chief opera- 
tor at Superior. Mrs. Robinson has 
acted ably in the capacity of assistant 
chief operator since January, 1946 
and has served as an operator at Su- 
perior since 1943. In her new posi- 
tion she will have charge of traffic 
responsibilities of the Company at 
Superior which includes the super- 
vision of sixteen operators in the 
furnishing of local and long distance 
service. She has been succeeded by 
Edith Jensen who was promoted 
from operator to assistant chief 
Operator. 


Luella J, Ledbetter 
Chief Opr.-Cashier 
Pickrell 


Mary Robinson 
Chief Operator 
Superior 


Frances M. Harmon, chief operator, Su- 
perior, to assistant supervisor of meth- 
ods, Lincoln. 

Bette Harnett, A operator to A®&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Dorothy Henimelberg, A operator to 
A&L operator, Hastings. 


June Henning, A operator to A@L oper- 
ator, York. 


Edith Jensen, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Superior. 

Valeda Kennedy, A operator to A&#L 
operator, Hastings. 

Edna D. Komma, A operator to A€?L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Norma Koukal, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Wahoo. 


Idonna Landis, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Fairbury. 


Luella J. Ledbetter, appointed chief oper- 
ator-cashier, Pickrell. 

Wanda Lilly, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Harvard. 

Lois Lindstrom, A operator to A€?L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Shirley Messersmith, A&L operator to 
instructor, Superior. 

Alberta Meyers, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Auburn. 

Myrna Neff, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Humboldt. 

Edna Reiff, NA&L operator to A 
operator, Wymore. 

Mary Robinson, assistant chief operator 
to chief operator, Superior. 

Velda L. Schipper, A operator to A&L 
operator, Fairbury. 

Norma Schneider, A operator to A€?L 
operator, York. 

Evelyn Watson, A&L operator to NA@L 


operator, Wymore. 


oI 
CFL 


There are 433 parts which go to 
make up the combined dial telephone 
set on s premises of the subscriber. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


"* Lincoln © Tincoln 
30 Years 25 Years 
Thirty-One Years 

J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
H. E. Jenkins, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Margie Grewell, Exeter. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
P. R. Winscot, Lincoin. 
Twenty-One Years 
A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
L. C. Hutchison, Hazel Nichols, Lin- 


coln. 
Nineteen Years 
Oscar Lewis, R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 


Seventeen Years 


C. E. Harp, H. W. Potter, R. R. 


Rauch, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 


Milly Lane, Wymore; L. M. Miller, 
Wilber. 


Eleven Years 
Bertha Sommer, Utica. 
Seven Years 
Nata Hershey, Geneva. 
Five Years 


Mary Murray, Beatrice; Gladys Ball, 
Ashland; E. W. Burchess, Vera Wasson, 


Lincoln. 


L. C. Hutchison Hazel Nichols 


Lincoln Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 
Happiness TD Beas 


Velda Williams 
of the Beatrice 
Traffic Depart- 
ment became the 
bride of Dick 
Schiedler on No- 
vember 16, at 
the St. John’s 
Lutheran Church 
in Beatrice. Mrs. 
Schiedler is continuing her work. 


Donna Fyfe, operator at David 
City, and Frank Deavers of Rising 
City were united in marriage No- 
vember 17 at the Evangelical Church 
at Columbus. The couple will leave 
soon for California where they will 
reside. 


The marriage of Evelyn Butricks 
of the Beatrice Traffic Department 
and Lyle Marsh took place October 
27 at the First Christian Church in 
Beatrice. The couple will reside in 

eatrice and Mrs. Marsh will con- 
tinue her work. 


Viola Graham of the Lincoln Busi- 
ness Office became the bride of Ed- 
ward Fischer, November 27 at the 
chapel of St. Paul Church in Lincoln. 
After a short trip to Denver, the 
couple will reside in Lincoln and 
Mrs. Fischer will conntinue her work. 


Berniece Grone of the General 
Manager’s Office and Cecil Halstead 
of Long Beach, California were 
united in marriage November 2 at 
Blue Rapids, Kansas. The couple are 
residing in Lincoln where Mr. Hal- 
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stead is attending the University of 
Nebraska and Mrs. Halstead is con- 


tinuing her work. 


Joe Lewis of the Construction De- 
partment and Evelyn Luethke of 
York were united in marriage Octo- 
ber 6 at the Methodist Church in 
York. The Ceremony was performed 
by Rev. Favory. 


John Findley of the Construction 
Department and Catrine K. Kjeldson 
were united in marriage October 20 
in Lincoln. The couple will reside 
in Lincoln. 


Motion Picture 
Activities Stepped Up 

HE addition of several new sound 

films concerning the telephone 
industry and related communication 
subjects has recently been made to 
our library of motion pictures. For 
a number of years, the Company has 
conducted a program of motion pic- 
ture showings to employee, civic and 
school groups as well as to various 
public gatherings as an aid to good 
public relations and as an educational 
medium concerning the various 
phases of telephone operations and 
the problems of the business. The 
new material is expected to increase 
the value of and interest in this pro- 
gram. 


An extensive schedule of showings 
throughout the territory is now un- 
der way and will continue through 
the months of December, January, 
February, March and April. Follow- 
ing this, showings will be made 
whenever suitable occasions arise. 
The conduct of the program is under 
the supervision of the respective dis- 
trict offices. 


Among the new pictures are the 
Telephone Hour, a pictorial pre- 
sentation of the popular radio pro- 
gram; Telephone News Reel, show- 
ing recent developments in the in- 
dustry; The Farmer's Telephone, 
pertaining to rural expansion and im- 
provements; Echoes in War and 
Peace, featuring the use of radar and 
sonar; and Telephone Courtesy, illus- 
trating the value of good telephone 
usage and habits. 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor. 
David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


We have three new cheerful faces added 
to our force this month. The welcome sign 
is out to Donna Vybiral, Doris Northway 
and Bonnie Gill. Bonnie was transferred 
to our office from the York office. Glad 
to have you with us, girls... . Miss Swan 
went on a shopping spree to Lincoln a 
few weeks ago. Leola Heins went to Coun- 
cil Bluffs to a football game, and Irene 
Humlicek went to Omaha to spend an 
evening. . .. We had a big pool among 
the employees on the Iowa-Nebraska foot- 
ball game, but as usual one of the men 
won, Harvey Armagost again. He says we 
just don’t live right. Well, we still have one 
more game to bet on. Better luck next 
time, girls. ... Everyone was buying boots 
when we had our first snowfall last week. 
It was a beautiful snow, but we’re glad to 
see the sun shining again. It’s going to be 
a long winter and who can appreciate 
ploughing snow at six in the morning. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Trick or treat—Violet Peterson did the 
treating but no tricks. Violet and her moth- 
er served a party of ten, ‘‘Jeanie” Bray, 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Dewey Eckles of 
Nelson are the 
proud parents of 
a baby girl, Bar- 
bara Jean, born 
November 9. 
Dewey is a line- 
man in Nelson. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wohlberg are 
the parents of a baby girl, Linn Ann, 
born November 15 at Lincoln Gen- 
eral Hospital. Bob is a member of 


the Supply Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Baxter, Jr. ,are 
the parents of a baby boy born No- 
vember 7 at Lincoln General Hospi- 
tal. The young lad weighed 8 
pounds and 8 ounces, and has been 
named Larry Paul. Jim is a member 
of the Construction Department. 


Mary Ross, Velma Abker, Kathryn Owens, 
Ilene Bray, Josie Shoemaker, Maxine Mey- 
er and Betty Balfour. The serving was de- 
licious sandwiches, potato salad, jello and 
homemade chocolate cake. Hmmm. rae 
Mary Tackett’s new student is Ruth Christ- 
iansen. Welcome to the gang of plug push- 
ers, Ruth. . Congratulations and lots 
of luck to Edna Komma and Bettv Griffin 
who have just comovleted their toll train- 


ing. . . . Marv Huber, Veda Harris and 
“Snooks”” Smith are our vacationers at 
this time. .. . Etta Staack, our relief night 


operator, is back on days. Marv Ress is 
our present nisht operator. Leola Badberg 
bid us farewell. ... Mrs. ‘‘Dottie’’ Waters 
is back on duty after a short stav at the 
hosvital. Welcome home, ‘“Dottie’’. , 
‘Pat’? McCormick has changed her resi- 
dence to Lincoln where she is continuing 
her work with the Telenhone Company. 
Reports are that it is different, but she 
likes it. . . . Marie Cain spent a havpy 
week-end in Omaha. Jovce Fritsch spent 
several davs in Lincoln attending the 
C.Y.O. Church Convention. . . . We have 
another diamond flashing on Marilyn 
Holmberg’s hand. . Well, yours truly 
leaves you now to go cook the goose (for 
Thanksgiving, of course.) 


Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mr, and Mrs. A. W. Newens attended 
the ‘‘Home Coming” at Drake University, 
DesMoines. Jowa, October 18 and 19... . 
Mrs. Ruth Koukal visited in Creston. Iowa 
with her sister, October 26. ... Mr. and 
Mrs, Joe Abrams spent their week of Oc- 
tober 21 to 26 vacationing in western Ne- 
braska and Kansas. Much of their time 
was spent pheasant hunting and as the 
usual remark this vear the pheasants 
were not too plentiful, but they had a 
grand time. _. . . Marvin Koch and family 
returned Tuesday, October 29, from a 
week’s vacation at Hastings and nearby 
towns visiting friends and relatives and 
going pheasant hunting each day. He tells 
us he got his limit and that’s saving some- 
thing this year. ... Mr, and Mrs. A. M. 
Newens attended the football game at 
Lincoln, November 1, ... R. H. Humis- 
ton and family spent last week-end in 
Hastings visiting friends and yes, pheasant 
hunting too, He also got his limit, How 
come? 


Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


News seems to be one of the scarcities 
of tha world today as far as the Seward 
office is concerned. When ‘Yours Truly” 
approaches the subject for news, the same 
words come to our ears, ‘Sorry, I haven’t 
done a thing.’”” One diff-rent phrase we 
did hear though, “I’m still on the map and 
that’s all.” ... The Plant Department has 
added a new man to its crew, Wayne 
Menze of Staplehurst, Nebraska. Good luck 
to you. .. . Opal Hegeholz spent Sunday. 
November 17, in Sioux Falls, South Dako- 
ta, with her cousin. Should we believe 
that? A little bird told us that her one and 
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only was headed down that way. How 
about that, Opal? She _ also visited in 
Schuyler on Armistice Day with her folks. 
While she was home she got to see her 
brother Virgil from Chicago, whom she 
hadn’t seen for a year. They had a very 
happy reunion. ... Some people sure like 
gymnastics!! How about that Tarzan? The 
storv goes thus. Al (Tarzan) Ager and son, 
Billy went for a hunting trip up to Min- 
den to hunt ducks. Everything was going 
alone smoothly until Tarzan hwnting in a 
cornfield, under water at the time, shoots 
and crinvles a duck. Of course like all ca- 
nin-s after their prey, he goes after it and 
much to his surprise, down he stumbles 
into dirt, water and ali except his head 
and gun. I bet he was a pretty looking 
sight. but then look what he could dream 
of when he rcturned home—roast duck. 


Syracuse 
Darlene Johannes, Correspondent 


Edward Flake, Jr. is a new employee in 
the Plant Departmcnt. ... Miss Markuson 
was at our office several days this month. 
... Mrs. Lockhart spent the week-end in 
Omaha visiting relatives. She also attend- 
ed a hockcy game. 


Wahoo 


Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


The last vacationer in Wahoo is E. L, 
Dorland and family, who left for San An- 
tonio, Texas, and hove to land in Mexico. 
; . Smiles, smiles, and miles of smiles! 
The same old reason, an engagement ring 


JOuURNEY'S END 


MRS. ANNA PTAK, aged 69, 

mother of Mrs. Alice Sharpnack, 

of the Traffic Department, Platts- 

mouth, died Sunday, November 

24. Funeral services were held at 

St. John’s church in Plattsmouth, 
November 26. 


JOHN C. WASSON, infant son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Wasson died 
Sunday, November 17. Funeral 
services were held in Lincoln. 
November 19. 


D. O. ALLEN, father of Minnie 
Allen, Traffic Department, Lin- 
coln, died at David City, Saturday, 
November 29. Funeral services 
were held at David City. Monday, 
December 2. 


and the happy recipient is Rose Marie 
Dolezal of the Traffic Department. Times 
are hard, spaghetti is not cheaper, pota- 
toes arc not cheaper so don’t be in a hur- 
ry, Rose Marie, and stay with u§ a little 
longer. .. _ Birthdays of Erma Bartek and 
Rose Marie Dolezal were celebrated at the 
G. I, Club on the evening of November 
25th. Entertainment was cards and danc- 
ing followed by a hot plate lunch. 


Weeping Waier 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Fern Davis returned to work after 
spending part of h-r vacation in Lincoln 
and at home, . . . Addalene Lorensen re- 
turned to work October 7 after spending 
her vacation in Lincoln. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering Dept. 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor. 


The Holiday season has rolled around 
again. We sincerely hope that everyone 
had a nice Thanksgiving and we wish you 
much Christmas cheer and may Santa be 
good to all, especially “Little Boy Ross”. 
In the last issue of the news we referred 
to Bob, as “Beetle Brain’, We were in- 
formed it should be a little less on the 
slanderous side, such as ‘‘drumskull’”’. So 
henceforth we shall refer to him as just 
that. _... We also want to welcome to our 
department this month Eunice Bailey, who 
is working in the south office and also 
Marcia Becker, an ex-employee who has 
returned temporarily. ‘Terrible Terry” has 
also returned to her old Alma-mater as 
everyone well knows.... Inez Brunkow left 
the services of the company last month to 
be married. , _ . We understand Don Swan- 
son has quite an interest in hunting. But 
not two legged deers or cooing pigeons. 
., . Mr. Devoe one day recently was seen 
carrying a cup and sauc-r out of the cafe- 
teia which he returned after journeying 
down the corridor some distance. It seems 
he also has joined rank with the forget- 
fuls. . . . Shirley Bonnell who formerly 
lived in sunny California, has been suf- 
fering from a cold recently. She has been 
using the usual medicines and cures, but 
what topped it off was reaching in her 
handbag one day and getting hold of her 
lipstick instead of her inhaler tube. : . 
Everyone of late seems to be having 
trouble making themselves rise and shine 
in the mornings, the best story to come 
out of this is that of Eunice Carison who 
awoke one morning at the first ring of 


oe Three Lincoln nimrods. return 


from their hunting expedition with 
their quota of pheasants (well, part 
of it anyway). They were part of 
a group of 16 which stamped 
through the gulleys and corn fields 
mear Wilcox last month. Left to 
right, they are Chet Harp, Bob Stall 
and Art King. 


the alarm clock, ran into the bath- 
room and started running her bath 
water only to discover before jump- 
ing in the tub it was three thirty 
A.M. ... In closing we would like 
to say we hope that under the 
Christmas tree, Bob will find an 
automobile that runs; Cagey B., a 
Petty Girl Calendar: Dorothy Carl- 
son, false fingernails; Grace Haus- 
child, a box of soap: Shirley Bon- 
nell, a room and a half apartment; 
Mr. Jahn, a copy of “Forever Am- 
ber’: the Morrissey Girls, a new 
umbrella; Bud Eden, a roll of film; 
“Terrible Terry”, an alibi and the 
bosses a Mod<d Office Force. 


Construction Denartment 


By Barbara Kaiser 


Our associate editor, Shirley Hess, is 
taking two weeks vacation and “acci- 
dently” left this job for us to do. : 
Some more vacationers are T, Roller, E. 
Burchess, W. Huddleston, and O. Nelson. 
ad Our new employees this month in- 
clude K. Anderson, E. Hayes, G, Fredell, 
D Kavke, T. Goldenstein and J. Roller. 
_. . Three men have resigned. They are 
M. Lant. R. Muse, and F. Itzen, . . Thad 
Cone is back with us again and all of us 
hope it is for good this time. Good to see 
you back, Thad! ... Congratulations are 
in order, J. L. Baxter, Jr. who is a proud 
papa of a baby boy and to John E, Find- 
ley and Joseph D. Lewis who were mar- 
ried in October. .., We were very sorry 
to hear of the death of George Wasson’s 
two month old son, We extend our deep-st 
sympathy to you, George. ,.. Almost for- 
got to say that Arthur W. Holcomb is on 
his vacation too, so Bob Hohnstein is 
working with G, A. Foster’s crew. .. J. 
A. Schellenberg who has been laid up with 
a broken leg is getting around with crutch- 
es for short periods of time. . .. Floyd 
Waak seems to be doing alright with his 
TWO Fords, ... Shirley Hess has recover- 
ed from her fall in the hall, ... The rea- 
son for slipping is unknown!!. .. It looks 
as if everything is secured for this time. 
By the way, “‘secured”’ seems to be a Navy 
slogan. 


Supply Department 
Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor. 


Annual inventory is now in full swing 
and seems to be progressing along rather 
nicely. ...A welcome goes to 2 new in- 
ventory helpers Mrs. Barbara Green and 
Mrs. Edna Hazlett. . . .Bob Donaldson is 
very happy over the fact that his step son, 
Sgt. Bill Lehr, is now home with a dis- 
charge from the U. S. Army after serving 
a year and a half. . . Thieves entered 
Russell Rauch’s home and took 2 feather 
pillows, some bedding, 6 pillow cases, $1.50 
and even helped themselves to a plate of 
homemade fudge. Russ says they have 
no trace of the stolen articles or the thiev- 
es either one. ... Mrs. Tatman spent her 
2 weeks vacation at home. . Others 
spending their vacations at home were 
Richard Hobson and Paul Eisenbarth. .., 
Don Aydelott took a trip to Denver, Colo- 
rado spending a very enjoyable vacation. 

. . Russ Rauch reports that supplies are 
not coming in very fast but they have re- 
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ceived a few shipments of drop wire and 
a carload of iron wire. ...H. F. Smith 
went to Cleveland, Ohio, via airplane. to 
pickup a new 1 ton International truck 
equipped with an aerial ladder. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


As we approach the Yuletide Season we 
notice the twinkle and laughter in the 
eyes of all as we prepare for the long 
awaited peacetime holidays. The local 
commercial gang is boasting a Christmas 
party which is to be held on December 
17th for the employees and families in the 
company club rooms. From the various 
plans and rumors it sounds as if a swell 
time is in the Xmas bag for all... . No- 
vember 18th Mavis Everett, Nora Cline 
and Ella Knobel entertained the L. C. girls 
at a miscellaneous shower for Viola Gra- 
ham, Viola was married to Ed Fischer on 
November 27th at St. Paul Methodist 
Church by Rev. Anderson. After the cere- 
mony the couple journeyed to Denver for 
their honeymoon. ... And still we have 
vacationers. Bill Morris snent a week of 
his vacation at home doing nothing but 
painting and other odd jobs. He claims he 
came back to work in order to rest up. 
.., Ella Knobel, too, was a victim of labor 
during her vacation as she snent her time 
fall house-cleaning. . . , Evelyn Pruss and 
Gertrude Merriman toured parts south 
and California to see what the wild, wild 
west had in store for them. They took in 
the Nebraska-U.C.L.A. football game as 
one of their main events. ... If there 
are any women who have never taken a 
driving test we suggest you see Evelyn 
Pruss or Jean Beck, Reports indicate that 
these two gals definitely have the low 
down on the cute patrolman who remains 
to be the test hop victim. It seems the gals 
were truly at ease while he was in the car. 
Uh-huh!? . . _ Thanksgiving found many 
of our employees stuffing themselves to 
the gills and this definitely includes Dick 
Lahr. He ate so much that he couldn’t 
sleep all night. Isn’t it terrible to be so 
piggish? ,.. Pauline Norman and her hus- 
band spent Thanksgiving at Ord, their old 
home town... . Mr, Waters cnjoyed his 
mother-in-law’s cooking at Fremont, ... 
Nora Cline spent the holiday in Chicago 
with her mother and father. Her father 
underwent a major operation and is now 
progressing rapidly. ... Jean Beck pre- 
pared the feast at her Seward home and 
couldn’t understand why her boy friend 
refused to come over to eat. ... Verna 
Alexander also prepared dinner at her 
Seward home but then she’s had more 
cooking experience than Jean as her fam- 
ily enjoyed it. .., Newsy bits seem to be 
scarce around our camp this month so un- 
til next time—see you at the party, fellow 
friends. 


Safety Pup Says— 


THE TIME 
TO THINK 
ABOUT 
SAFETY 15 
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Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 
Several new cmployees we wish to wel- 
come to our department this month are: 
Edward Terwilliger, Joseph Fisher, Craw- 
ford Eikenbary, and Norris Hammond. We 
also wish to welcome back Joe Lewis who 
has been helping out in the Construction 
Department for a few weeks. . , Herb 
Jenkins is the newest on our “Grandpa” 
list. . . . Two primary lineswitch boards 
arrived at the “5” and ‘6” Offices. The 
switchmen are all busy getting the boards 
installed and ready for business, . . . 
Those taking vacations the past month 
were: Carl Keester who stayed at home. 
.. . Frank Kuchera drove to Pawnee City 

to visit his wife’s sister from Denver. . 

L. C. Hutchison visited relatives in Kan- 
sas for a few days and the rest of the 
time was spent at home... . Adella Kyck- 
elhahn reports she had a wonderful vaca- 
tion, She visited her brother and family 
in Houston, Texas, and spent some time 
in Galveston and Dallas. ... Roy Cleve- 
land and wife and his cousin and wife 
from Kansas City, took a trip to Denver 
and Estes Park. On their trip they did 
some pheasant hunting in the Western part 
of the state... Wm, Hassler spent a few 
days of his vacation visiting his mother 
and sister in Plattsmouth and the rest of 
the time working around the house. ... 
J. C, Miller did some pheasant hunting, 
but most of his vacation was spent in cut- 
ting down a tree in his front yard which 
was over twenty-seven inches in diameter; 
now he has the job of sawing it up for the 
furnace, to look forward to. . .. Ernie 
Wedgwood and son Boyd hunted phea- 
sant in Greeley County and quail in John- 
son County. They say they got their limit. 
.,, E. L. Martin vacationed hunting ducks 
and geese along the Missouri River, and 
doing a little fishing. He says he had 
plenty to eat. . . . Gay Henderson spent 
his vacation hunting around Albion and 
York. . _ . Henry Zimmerman had a little 
bad luck on his hunting trip, he was 
caught in a blizzard about 130 miles west 
of here. ...E. C. Cumings’ vacation was 
cut short, after having four days of it he 
was called back to the office due to the 
“5” and “6”? Office boards arriving, 

Art Lamberson is back on the job now 
after having been on the sick list for a few 
days with the “‘flu’’. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


As the number of days until Christmas 
steadily and surely diminishes, the girls, 
in their leisure minutes, scem to have 
taken on a pre-occupied air. A familiar 
spectacle is the girl with list in hand, 
seemingly in a brown study as she checks 
here and scratches there, and we're all 
trying to be “good as good can be”... . 
Though the year is waning there are still 
some late vacationers. Among those spend- 
ing the tima at home were Dorothy Dar- 
nold and Helen Pierson. . . . Back on the 
job, very much refreshed are Eleanor Da- 
vies, Dorothy Grafton, Genevieve William- 
son, and Margaret Scheidt who visited her 
husband in Denver, . . . All the way to 
New York traveled Connie Mearns, who 
returned wearing a_ beautiful diamond. 

. Elaine Scovell visited her home in 
Gresham on her vacation. ..-. “Mickey 
Eilers and Martha Kozisek spent the time 
at Denver, Colorado and Bruning respect- 
ively. ... Darlene Schomaker chose back 
to the farm”, spending the time with her 
parents at Weeping Water. Delores 
Long journeyed to California to meet her 
husband recently discharged from the 
army. ; Myra Leybold visited friends 
at York, Waco and Utica. .. . Arvilla Mc- 
Mahan enjoyed a visit at Jefferson City, 
Missouri. _ “Happiness ahead” is in- 
dicated by a lovely diamond worn by Joy 
Hinman, ~  . A furore of excitement was 


A camera pointed at ran- 
dom in the General Traffic 
Department is bound to get 
either Rod Andrews or a 
group of good looking girls, 
We were lucky on this one. 
Left to right, we see Clara- 
belle Schroll, Elsie Ander- 
son, Marie Jackson, Erma 
Dillworth, and Jeanne 
Framstead. 


caused lately by the adven- 
tures of Betty Hinman as 
she examined the mechan- 
ism of the ticket spiral 
on her _ board, slipping 
her finger through it and finding it im- 
possible to free herself. First aid admin- 
istered by Howard Smith and the forlorn 
ticket spiral lying on the supervisor’s 
stand, having been removad via screw- 
driver, gave mute evidence of the struggle. 
. . . New classes are being started and the 
students are Mrs, Eva Thomas, Misses 
Carolyn Becker, Patricia McCormick and 
Virginia Fairbrother taught by Mrs. 
Marcks; Mrs. Wanda Tucker, Misses Betty 
Hoff, Marie Klein and Jean Heald with 
Miss Dorothy Grafton instructing; and 
Miss Delores Glover teaching Mrs. Thelma 
Schultz, Misses Berdine Bertram, Dorothy 
Patton and Carol Nicholas. New local girls 
include the Mesdames Oneta Clausen, Bet- 
tie Lackner, Gladys Bennett and Miss 
Shirley Dreith. . . . We are reminded of 
the old adage “when dog bites man etc.” 
when we report the case of one desk 
clerk who actually reported for duty fif- 
teen minutes ahead of time. Why the sud- 
den ambition, Martha? ... Anetta Griess 
spent a week-end at her home in Sutton. 
. Many people will undoubtedly be 
made happy by the completion of the 
street repair work, but none more so than 
Ruth Marcks and Leota Smelser, who hav- 
ing suffered falls report the destruction of 
precious nylons. Leata’s escort must have 
been, for the moment, engrossed in the 
tall buildings or the Christmas decoration 
on “O” Street. . . . The value of mobile 
service was realized in the numerous calls 
contacting the cars used in the recent de- 
livery of the new directories. . . . Marie 
Adkisson has been studying the chemical 
properties of iodine since a recent day 
when, having received a tiny scratch on 
her arm, she decided to use the disinfect- 
ant. Maric declares she only touched the 
scratch with it, but the ‘‘touch” enlarged 
to such a horrible “splotch’”’ on her arm, 
she was kept busy all day explaining that 
it was ‘‘nothing serious”... . Elsie Ander- 
son enjoyed Thanksgiving with relatives 
in Ashland. . .. Mrs. Emerson likes to 
visit her friends who are ill, but says her 
last trip to the hosnital was so full of de- 
tours all over the building due to repair 
work being done, she lost her way and 
found herself in various places including 
the chapel before she at last found an el- 
evator and refused to leave it until she 
was deposited near her destination. — 
Darlene “Mighty Mouse’ Multer rated 
mention in the Sunday paper with a high 
bowling score... . Ruth Bridgewater spent 
a week-end at her home in Beaver City. 
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. .. We are happy to welcome back our 
Chief Operator, Miss Melba Richards, after 
her vacation during which she enjoyed a 
tour in Mexico. Rumor has it that, also 
enjoying the tour, was a millionaire bach- 
elor, very interesting and quite charming, 
but following every lead we have obtain- 
ed from Miss Richards, no further infor- 
mation than that he is still a bachelor. ... 
Norma Clark recently spent a week-end 
at her home in Blackwell, Oklahoma... . 
Mrs. Berna Turner, a former employee of 
the General Traffic Department, recently 
visited her mother, Mrs. Mary Turner, 
of the cafeteria. ...As we write we have 
received news of the death of Minnie Al- 
len’s father at David City. We extend sym- 
pathy. ... Myra Metcalf, better known as 
“Miss Met’’, one day recently while pre- 
paring her itinerary, looked up and said, 
“What time does the 11 o’clock train 
leave?”” Now Myra, what did you really 
have on your mind. ...Some new chan- 
ges have been made in the General Traf- 
fic. Roy Carlson and Paul Henson are the 
owners of new desks for their own use. 
We noticed one desk left over, however, 
but were informed it was for ‘Kilroy’. 
. . . Miss Frances Harmon, formerly Chief 
Operator at Superior, has recently joined 
the General Traffic staff. ... Miss Mark- 
uson is recuperating from an operation. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor. 
Beatrice 


Lucille Murray, Pernal Moore, Christine Mason, 
and Leland Hodge, Correspondents. 


Mrs. Combs was instructing a group of 
toll girls in the procedure of handling a 
call when the subscriber reports he has 
been cut off. Concluding the discussion 
she ,asked if there were any questions. 
Harriet Hummer, wishing to make sure 
she understood, said, ‘‘Now let’s see, what 
Shall I do if a party flashes and says, ‘“‘he 
has been hung up”. The Chief gave up 
and said, “‘Call the Police in that case!!”’ 

. Seeing the sights this month were, 
Jean Owens, who shuffled off to Buffalo, 
returning via the Airways. During the 
trip they encountered a severe storm, but 
Jeannie, unaware of the danger, rode bliss- 
fully through it all thinking it was just 
part of the thrills you buy with the ticket. 
No one knows for sure what Betty Seck- 
man did, but it must have been extra spec- 
ial as she arrived three hours late her first 
day back to work. Miss 
Willey spent her vacation 
with her folks in Steele 
City, only to end up by 
being ill for a few days. 
Evelyn Menke took off in 
the rain for Deweese to see 
her folks, “I like to go 
home,” she said and it’s no 
wonder—she brought back 
a car full of good things to 


Bill Mouden, Osceola’s 
able combinationman, ai- 
. : tending to some of his mul- 
Bae bie tifarious duties. 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


November 1, 1945............ 1,143 
December 1, 1945............ 769 
January Jy 1946. acc as ke 673 
February 1, 1946.............. 764 
March 1, 1946.....2.2.0002..... 861 
Va) 0) ie Oi 2: o Hey enon etaner 838 
Da! Ti POG oes ashe 800 
We TD B94 Osh hie eeieceg ics 788 
July 1, 1946... een cesses... 902 
ah oa tc) ae OR Ee 2 © ae a 943 
September 1, 1946... 821 
October 1, 1946..0.....00........ 831 
November 1, 1946.............. 850 
December 1, 1946................ 952 


eat. Harriet Hummer visited her sister in 
Columbus and shopped in Omaha. ’ 
Cupid shot an arrow into the air, it fell to 
earth and I know where—Bonnie Funk- 
houser says ‘‘Sure thing’? and now she’s 
flashing a diamond. ... Ah! Love, it must 
be wonderful!!! Velda Williams became the 
happy bride of Dick Schiedler at a pretty 
candle light service on November 16th at 
the St. Johns Lutheran Church. ... On 
October 27th, Evelyn Butricks and Lyle 
Marsh took the vows at the First Christ- 
ian Church. Best wishes and much happi- 
ness to you girls!!... Toll classes are in 
session again as Mrs. Abner, Marian Nie- 
meier and Hazel Neugebauer endeavor 
to untangle the difference between nc- 
mxp and neo. “Just like learning a new 
janguavge”’ savs Hazel as she trudges home 
to do her home work. Introducing 
newcomers this month. we have Phyllis 
Brockmeyer, Ella Pavlik, and Verda Ab- 
ner. . . . Although the day is a whole 
month away, already one senses the en- 
chantment of the Christmas season. Mar- 
garet Lenhart says the soles of her shoes 
are worn out; so a new pair of shoes are 
in order, but here’s the catch—she also 
wants purse and gloves to match. Our days 
are brighter (sometimes to the point of 
hilarity) when Margaret is on deck. One 
Saturday morning she was directing a 
man how to make a long distance call and 
we overheard her say, “You lift the oper- 
ator and ask the receiver.’ ... Norma 
Jean Whittaker absented herself from our 
office Jong cnough to help out at Wymore 
while Milly Lane vacationed. Speaking of 
Norma Jean, aS we were, we believe that 
she would like most of all to have a ecrr- 
tain member of the United States Navy 
for Christmas. We welcome Robert 
Wenzel back from the Army, and we in- 
troduce to you three new members of the 
Plant Department, they are: Roy Forstrom, 
Dale Ehrlich and John Brockmcyer, Jr. 

. Lloyd Oglesby vacationed in Denver 
the first two weeks in November. : 
Keeping uv with the Cornhuskers, Leland 
Hodge attended the Indiana-Nebraska, 
Missouri-Nebraska. and Iowa State-Ne- 
braska football games in Lincoln. ; 
Frank Nevitt was an Omaha visitor No- 
vember 18th. 


Burchard 


Minnie Herron, who was in an ac- 
cident October 23rd is still in the Pawnee 
City Hospital. At last reports her condi- 
tion was satisfactory. Hattiz Wilcox 
attended the Pioneers Banquet in Lincoln. 
; . Mabel Doughtery was in Wymore 
October 21st. 


Cook 


Mrs, Ida Townsend attended the Pio- 
neers Banquet in Lincoln. 


Dawson 


Frances Duryea and family attended 
the Iowa State-Nebraska game in Lincoln. 


Fairbury 
Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Ramona Zirbel and Marie Lesher are 
two employees of the Traffic Department 
that we have lost to the Stata of Califor- 
nia, Marie has decided to make her va- 
cation spot permanent, and Ramona is 
moving West with her parents. ... Idonna 
Ladis, Ramona Zirbel and Marjorie Hie- 
d2lk spent a few days in Wichita, Kansas 
recently. . . . Jack Caley went to Lincoln 
for the Nebraska-Indiana football game. 
Jack and his family also, spent a recent 
week end in Dalphos, Kansas. ... T. E. 
Longdon and J, C. Gear attended the Pio- 
neer Banquet at the Hillcrest Country 
Club in Lincoln. ... Irene Smalldon, Dora 
Jane Lewis and Alvera Free journey2d to 
Lincoln on a recent day off. . . . Floyd 
Nave and Earl Schemmerhorn have made 
several hunting trips in the vicinity, 


Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 


Rob:rta Redman spent several days in 
Denver visiting relatives, due to th2 snow 
storm she was delayed in returning home. 

. Alice Peturs spent a weeks vacation 
visiting her brother in Needles, California. 
She was accompanied by her mother, who 
will spend the winter thcre. 


Humboldt 
Mariella Wdliamson, Correspondent 


The employees held a farewell party 
October 22nd, for Mr. and Mrs. Flowcr- 
day and family, who moved to Pawnee 
City to make their home, George Damon 
presented a farewell gift to the Flower- 
days on behalf of the employees. ... We 
welcome Mr. B. A. Isaman, who has as- 
sumed his dutics as manager here. ‘ 
Rose Fankhauser spent a few days in 
Springfield, Mo. 


Steinauer 


Mrs. Briget Divis attended the Pioneer's 
Banquct in Lincoln, October 25th. . , 
Mary Kalin spent November 7th in Lin- 
coln. 


Sterling 


Barbara Ann Benson spent her two 
weeks vacation visiting friends and rela- 
tives in Chicago and Indianapolis. 
Minnie Christline,. who und rwent an op- 
eration many weeks ago in Lincoln has 
resumed her duties... . Esther Fritz vis- 
ited in Beatrice and Adams while Ruth 
Aden spent November 21st in Lincoln. 


Billy Hessler and Norris Hammond talk 
over the “hows” and ‘‘wherefores” of the 
Lincoln Service Department. 
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Meet Hilda “Tip’’ Johanns, chief oper- 
ator at Plattsmouth, 


Table Rock 


Pearl Freeman attended the Pioneers 
Banquet in Lincoln October 25th. 


Tecumseh 
Ellen Murphy, Correspondent 


Mr. Tyler Ryan spent his vacation vis- 
iting in David City and Grand Island, 
Clara Costello, who underwent a major 
Operation is now convalescing at home, 
Hope you will be able to come back to 
work soon, we miss you, Clara. ... La- 
Verna Beasterfeid spent her vacation 
visiting her family at Cook and in Bell- 
vue, and Wamego, Kansas. . , _ The Fow- 
lers spent November 9th and 10th in Om- 
aha. Jerrie Murphy was on the sick list, 
but is back with us now. .. , Bernice Al- 
l2n has resigned and is to be married soon. 
We wish vou happiness Bernice. ... Leona 
Sargent is our new student operator, wel- 
come Leona, hope you like us. 


Tobias 


Nada Hershey of Geneva visited her 
mother, Mrs, Adell Hershey the week end 
of November 16th. 


Wilber 
LaVonne McElroy, Correspondent 


Lloyd Mill-r, one of our most ardent 
hunters spent a week of his vacation in 
pursuit of those elusive pheasants. Usually 
reliable sources report that he chased 
some of them as far as Lamar, Nebraska. 
We hope he caught up with them. 


Wymore 
Milly Lane, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in progress, some re- 
turning, some going. Our Chief Operator, 
Miss Dunn, is vacationing at home during 
the Thanksgiving week. Milly Lane 
returned from a pleasant vacation on the 
West Coast. ... We welcome to our force 
Shirley Stoll. , . . Mrs. McNulty who has 
been helping out during vacations leaves 
Thanksgiving Day for Columbia, Missouri 
to make her home. .. . Mrs. Neva Floyd 
is lending a helping hand until vacations 
are over. , . Miss Dunn spent a recent 
week end in Omaha with relatives. 


Western District 
Betty Mitchell, Associate Editor 
Harvard 


Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


The employees of the Harvard exchange 
held a Holloween party in the lounge 
room of the office. Games were Played 
and even ‘‘Madame Ouija’ was put to 
work. But to all questions, she would only 
say “Au Revoir’, then asked if she was 
tired she said ‘“‘yes’’. So no fortunes were 
told that night. Place cards were nut cups 
with a pumpkin and black cat on top. Re- 
freshments were served. ... We wish to 
welcome to our Telephone family Miss 
Wanda Lilly as night operator. 
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Hastings 


Mrs. Marcella Vontz and Sarah Wright, 
Correspondents 


Hi, telephone operators. Here’s your 
newsmaster of the day giving you all the 
happenings of the Hastings Traffic Dept. 

. Cupid with his little bow and arrow 
has struck Les Stansberry and on her third 
finger, left hand, she wears a beautiful 
emblem of it all—a diamond. . .. The 
door flys open to Frances Shields, Flor- 
ence Grosshans and Bella Gates, and as 
they enter they pass Katherine Hoover, 
Teresa Venhaus, June Patterson and Betty 
Stroh going out. We're going to miss you 
girls, your smiling faces and happy cheer- 
ful ‘“‘hello’s” and at the same time we give 
you students and newcomers a_ hearty 
welcome. We hope you will like it here 
with us. . Helen Hartman, Lulubelle 
Stansberry, Elaine Routh, and Lois Harp- 
er have moved to ‘Long Distance.’ Good 
luck girls. Marie Hammond moved 
from “Rural” to ‘‘Paystations” and the 
first subscriber she answered got the 
phrase ‘Rural Operator’”’. We are 
sorry to hear of the illness of Mary Louise 
Ousey and hope she will soon be on the 
road to recovery. . . . Olive Hess recently 
returned from her vacation. Did you have 
a nice time, Olive? Katie Vortman and 
Jerry Tyrrell are just beginning their va- 
cations, lucky girls. . . Aryllis ‘‘Pinkie”’ 
Bierow returned recently after a long 
illness. Sure glad you’re OK, now. : 
Irene Knipfel, Lorraine and Arlene Kort 
spent a day shopping in Grand Island... . 
Dorothy Northup and Harriett Barnett 
have completad their CLR & TX training. 
How does it seem, girls? LaNor Hopken 
is one happy girl. That guy of hers came 
home to stay. How soon will the bells be 
ringing?? Frieda Hoffman spent a few days 
in North Platte and Scottsbluff recuper- 
ating from two weeks filling in as Clerk 
while Minnie Schlitt was vacationing. .. . 
Helen Brotherton was filled with delight 
one night when a few friends were enter- 
tained at a bridal shower. It won't be long 
now, Helen. ... Lola McKamey resigned 
and is now a Mrs. with her ex-G.I. hus- 
band in Texas. Lots of luck.... Dot Oster- 
thun spent a few daysin Tecums2h and _ it 
managed to rain and snow most of the 
time. . . . Margie Thompson is a delighted 
girl. Her boyfriend returned from Ger- 
manv where he has been for _ several 
months. Frances Wright is walking on 
clouds because of a certain tall, dark and 
handsome man. How about it? ... More- 
ane Alldritt and Iva Thompson seem to be 
pretty busy with stud:smts coming and 
going all the time. Mattie Peter- 
sen’s single life is about over. Soon it will 
be Mr. & Mrs. . .. Sarah Wright spent a 
recent week-end in Shelton, and reports 
are that she had lots of fun. 


Hebron 
Janice Brown, Correspondent. 


Barbara Willmore has announced her 
engagement to Dean Garret of Geneva. 
; Mrs. Rosemary Hiller, the former 
Rosemary McGregor, has resumed work 
in the Traffic Dept. as night operator... . 
Betty Nacke is also with us again after 
attending Marymount College in Salina, 
Kansas. . . . Geo. T. Jones, the former 
Manager at Hebron, is spending his winter 
in sunny California. . . Ernie Wellman 
and wife spent a recent week-end in Con- 
cordia, Kansas, visiting Mrs. Wellman's 
parents. . . . Mildred Laverentz has re- 
signed to stay at home and help care for 
her father who is ill... . Valores Worm, 
our janitress, has been worrying about 
not getting a vacation this fall. She fin- 
ally solved the problem by falling down 
a flight of stairs and breaking her wrist. 
Now she can’t be on the job for five 
weeks. We wonder if it was worth it. 


= 


ven, 
(4 


New Year. 
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Polk 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


Esther McNeely enjoyed a few days 
visit with her daughter from Des Moines, 
Iowa, the latter part of November. . 
Clara Anderson visited with her daughter 
in Lincoln over the week-end of Novem- 
ber 1... . Corrine Carlson spent October 
19 in Lineoln and Bethel King visited in 
that city on October 17. 


Shelby 
Maxine Herbes, Correspondent. 


We are giad to hear that Ica Westley, 
night operator, is getting along satisfact- 
orily after her recent operation, She is 
convalescing at the home of her sister in 
Omaha at the present time. . . . Thrasilla 
Kubicek accompanied her husband _ to 
Farmingham, Mass., on November 19, 
where the latter entered the Cushing Gen- 
eral Hospital for observation. Mrs. Ku- 
bicek plans to remain in Farmingham with 
her husband for several davs. ... Mayme 
Carroll spent November 13 attending to 
business matters in Geneva and visiting 
with relatives in Lincoln, 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


Vacations for the Sutton exchange are 
Winding up as Clara Heinz starts her vaca- 
tion December 3. Gertrude Scheiermand 
spent her vacation in October at Portiand, 
Oregon. . . . Another better late than 
never item—Iris Ramsey resigned her po- 
sition as Cashier in Octcber and has mov- 
ed to Columbia, Missouri. Jeannine Mon- 
son is the new Cashier at this exchange. 
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Seasons Greetings 


Christmas has signified through- 
out the ages the happiness and joy of 


life and the hope of all humanity. 


In this spirit the officers and di- 
rectors of the Company extend to all 
members of the organization most 
cordial and sincere Christmas greet- 


ings and best wishes for a Happy 
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York 
Eleanor Buller, Correspondent 


Virginia Robson decided to get into the 
“money” so she left us and is now em- 
ployed at the County Treasurer’s office. 
Good luck to you Virginia. ...A fair 
trade was made when we receivcd Jamie 
Lou Schoch from the David City office and 
Bonnie Gill of York was transferred to 
David City. At least we know Miss Gill 
must be happy to be closer to her ‘heart 
throb.” . . . Other new employees are 
Darlene Klemsz and Myra Eggers... . By 
now they Know what goes on at this end 
of the wire. ... Mrs. Pflughaupt has had 
about four weeks off and is having some 
dental work done—in fact she is toothless. 
Her smile is like a “grand opening.” We 
hope to have her back soon... . George 
Mehuron informs me he spent most of his 
vacation in a horizontal position, sleep- 
ing that is—must be a good dreamer to 
spend two weeks that way. ... Helen Moe 
and her husband are spending their vaca- 
tion in Schenectady, New York. Brrr, 
We'll bet it’s cold out there. We are anx- 
ious to hear some tales when she gets 
back. . . . Edna Mae Marquardt started 
her vacation today, so it’s a little early to 
tell you what she did. . . . Some people go 
pheasant hunting and bring back proof 
of how good they are. Maxine Meradith 
said she couldn't bear to hurt the poor 
little things, so she let them fly away. A 
very likely story. Does anyone know how 
to bring them back alive? 
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BILL HAD PAID LITTLE ATLENTION 10 TOP AND BOTIOM IN REPLACING THE FRAMED PICTURES 
OBSERVED STANDING ON THEIR HEADS WHILE READING THE DISPLAYS. 
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Us SHIRLEY DREYER ASHLAND WAS 
RUGGLING 10 ADJUST A VENITION 
AT THE OFFICE IT BROKE LOOSE From 


15 MOORINGS AND FELL SQUARES LY. 
ON oP OF HER HEAD. 
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OF THE CONSTRUCTION OFFICS INSIST THEY 
AHOUSHT IT WAS A TRAIN GOING BY, 


CUPPA JAVA 
0 TWO SINKERD, 
SISTER ! 


> 


NO KE¥ AND, TESTING THE DOORS 10 SEE 
IF THEY WERE SURELY LOCKED, PUSHED HER 
4\ HAND THROUGH THE GLASS PANEL OF 
HE FRONT DooR . 


MORN THE SKIPPER WENT INTO A LOCAL 
BEANERY FOR H CUP OF COFFS AND THE 
WAITRESS, WHILE TAKING HIS ORDER FELL 
OVER INA SWOON. WE WARN OUR READERS 
(IF ANY) THAT MR. BURGE 15 EXTREMELY 
SENSITIVE, AND DOESN'T RESPOND WELL 
To THE “FRANKIE” MONIKER . 


Li; xe) — WHO VISITED HIS HOMED 
sy). <7, YY ~ AIND-NOTCONTENT WITH 
[-X) TAKING SOME SCARCE, 
~ HOUSEHOLD ARTICLES 
AND CASH , HAD THE» 
BRAZEN SEFRONTERY To EAT 
UP A PLATE OF FUDGS WHICH 
MRS. RAUCH HAD MADE FOR RUS. 


4 i) | BALL 
LIT{LE BILL’ SCHUMAN HAD OCCASION 0 REARRANGE THE LINCOLN FOOT 
WINDOW DISPLAY ONE SATURDAY AND THEREBY THREW THE GALLERY INTO CONFUSION. 


AND THE FIRST INTIMATION THAT ALL WAS NOT WELL CAME WHEN THE CUSTOMERS WERE- 
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WHEN THE FUEL PUMP ON HIS TRUCK BUSTED OUT NEAR 


EXETER THE OTHER. NIGHT, RA¥ RIGGED UP-H RUBE GOLDBERG 
CONTRAPTION OF 4 GAS CAN TIED TO THE HOOD WITH # 
SYPHONING SYSTEM 16 THE CARBURETOR THAT BROUGHT 
HIM INTO TOWN. WHEN ABOUT HALF WAY HOME HE MET 
HARRY SMITH RUSHING 10 THE RESCUE WITH A NEW FUEL 
PUMP WHICH, UNHAPPILY, WAS FORTHE OTHER SIDE 


OF THE MOTOR . 
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TTB ite LINCOLN TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT 

ry HAD ITS ALLTiME. HIGH IN 

» EXCITING HALE HOURS WHEN 

BSTTY HINMAN GOT HER FINGER 

( Y) STUCK INTHE SPIRAL TICKET 
HOLDER © WHEN EFFORTS TO FR&Z 


HER FROM THE TRAP PROVED FRUITLESS A CALL WAS 
SENT FOR HOWARD SMITH WHO HAD To REMOVE THE 
SPIRAL AND BUST IT To EXTRICATE THE EXPLORING DIGIT, 


JOE ABRAMS TRIED To DO SOME DUCK 


= WELL, ITS 


INING TOO \s 
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) i OF BOOTS BORR 


WE HEAR THAT DOROTHY 
LSFLER AND MINA JORGENSON 
SPENT A DISMAL QUARTER 
HOUR AT THE CURG , 


7 TREING TO START A 


CAR BY PUSHING IN 
ON THE PLUNGER FOR 
THE WINDSHIELD SPRAY 


